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Was  fully  apprized,  when  I  f]rft  en- 
gaged myielf  in  this  Undertaking,  that 
1  fhould  be  obliged  to  encounter  \vith 
great  Opp/ition  and  many  Difficulties 
in  the  Pursuit  of  it.  I  could  eafily 
fbrefce  that  Me  a  in  Power,  who  hsve 
the  Difpofltion  of  Employments  and  Retuards  in  their 
Hands,  Would  not  \vant  Advocates  to  defend  thfir 
Meafurej ;  to  put  the  mort  plaufible  GlolFes  on  their 
Conduft,  and  endeavour  to  reconcile  it  to  the  general 
Principles  of  Liberty.  But  I  own  my  Apprehenllona 
went  no  farther ;  for  it  did  not  enter  into  my  Thoughts 
that  the  very  fir  ft  Principles  of  a  free  Government 
would  be  difputed  by  Men,  who  call  Themfelves  Wbitnt 
»nd  owe  their  Preferment  to  thtfe  Principles,  however 
They  might  attempt  to  accommodate  tlvem  to  thtir 
own  Purpofes.  I  could  not  conceive  that  any  Per/bns 
(«fpccial!y  of  grave  and  iolemn  Chara£tei»)  would 
proftitute  Themselves  fo  far  as  to  plesd  oponly  for  th'e 
Expediency  of  Corruption  and  venal  Dependency  \  nor 
VOL.  X.  A  did 
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did  I  imagine  that  the  Eftablifhment  of  ftanding  Armies 
and  a  general  Exclfe  would  ever  find  any  Advocates 
in  this  Nation,  under  the  prefent  Government. 

But  Experience  hath  proved  the  contrary,  and  con- 
vinced us  of  the  Truth  of  an  old  Obfervation,  that 
when  Men  are  embark'd  in  the  Defence  of  a  bad  Caufe, 
They  muft  not  ftick  at  any  Meafures,  or  Topicks,  to 
fupport  it.  One  Thing  naturally  draws  on  another, 
and  They  are  obliged  to  proceed  from  Step  to  Step, 
till  They  are  driven  at  lail  to  the  Fountain-Head,  and 
the  Conftitution  itfelf  becomes  the  Point  in  Debate. 

The  Doftrines,  which  I  have  jult  mentioned,  have 
certainly  this  Tendency,  and  affeft  the  fundamental 
Principles  of  our  Government.  That  fucb  Doftrincs 
have  been  advanced  and  .defended,  is  too  notorious 
and  melancholy  a  Truth ;  which  makes  it  the  Duty 
of  every  EngHJbman  to  prevent  the  Propagation  and 
Eftablifhment  of  them,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  his  Power. 
The  Subjcft  of  Corruption  and  Court -Dependence  hath 
been  pretty  fully  explained  already,  in  the  Courfe  of 
thefe  Papers ;  and  will,  perhaps,  be  redimed  at  a  pro- 
per Junftwe. 

The  Dangers  of  ftanding  Armies  and  Excifcs  have 
likewilc  been  inculcated  in  general  Terms ;  but  they 
are  Subjects  of  fo  much  Importance  to  all  that  is  dear 
and  valuable  to  us,  as  a  grear,  free  and  flotirifhing  People, 
that  they  deferve  and  require  a  particular  Examina- 
tion. 

I  mention  thefe  two  Points  together,  becaure  I 
think  them,'  in  a  great  Meafure,  dependent  on  each 
other  ;  for  as  a  large  Army  cannot  be  fupported,  under 
our  prefent  Circumftances  of  Debts  and  Expences, 
•without  burtbenfome  Taxes  and  Imf  options,  fo  it  is  evi- 
dent from  Hiftory  that  a  general  Excije  can  never  be 
eilablifh'd,  without  a  ftanding  Army  to  fupport  it ;  and 
in  thefc  two  Points  confiit  the  "moft  terrible  Ideas, 
which  We  can  poiSbly  foun  to  our  felves  of  arbitrary 
Government. 

I  flwll 
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I  fhall  begin  with  the  Subjcft  pf  Exeifes,  and  will 
endeavour  to  explain  it  in  a  Manner  and  Style  adapted 
to  the  Capacities  of  a'll  my  Reader?. 

I  chuit:  to  enter  upon  this  Subject  at  prelent,  that 
it  may  be  fully  difcuts'd  before  the  Parliament  meets. 
In  this  Point,  at  leaft,  I  fhall  conform  myfelf  to  a 
Rule  laid  down  by  one  of  my  Adverfaries,  who  was 
formerly  pleafed  to  obferve  that  the  Examination  of 
fuch  national  Points  ought  always  to  precede  the  Sef— 
fior.  of  Parliament ;  and  that  every  Englishman  hath  a 
Right,  at  thole  Times,  to  offer  his  Thoughts  upon 
fuch  Matters  as  may  poffibly  come  before  that  Affem— 
bly.  I  hope  therefore  that  They  will  not  revoke  this 
Conceffion,  bat  allow  me  to  exercife  a  Privilege  with- 
out putting  any  bad  Conftruclions  upon  it,  which  They 
have  acknowledged  to  be  the  Right  of  every  Englifoman. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  aflert  that  any  Minifter  hath 
actually  refolved  to  propofe  fucb  a  Scheme  as  I  am 
going  to  examine,  or  prepared  the  necefTary  Materi- 
als and  Calculations  for  it ;  but  as  it  may  be  too  late 
to  oppofe  it  without  Doors,  .when  it  is  brought  into 
the  Hottfe,  I  think  it  proper  to  give  my  Rcafons  again!* 
it  in  Time,  whilft  I  am  not  precluded  by  Authority  ; 
and  promife  to  confider  every  Thing  of  Weight,  that 
fhall  be  urged  on  the  other  Side. 

But  though  I  do  not  aver  that  any  Minifter  hath 
yet  embraced  fuch  a  Scheme,  I  will  not  diflemble 
my  Apprehenfion  that  iomc  Projeftor  may  have  it  in, 
his  Thoughts  ;  and  I  will  very  frankly  explain  my 
Reafons  for  it,  as  a  farther  Juftihcation  of  this  Enquiry. 

About  a  Year  and  an  half  ago  We  took  Notice  of  a 
Rumour,  that  a  certain  Gentleman  had  projected  a 
Scheme  for  fubftituting  a  general  Excife  in  the  Room 
of  the  Land-Tax  -,  upon  which  Occaiion  We  thought 
proper  to  give  our  Readers  fome  Extracts  from  the 
Writings  of  Mr.  Hamp'en  upon  that  Sabjeft.  This 
Apprehenfion  was  treated  with  great  Contempt  by 
Mr.  WalfiVgbjM)  who  endeavour'd  to  ridicule  it  as  a 
A  2  fklfe 
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fal.c  Alarm,  a  meer  Bugbear  of  our  own  railing,  in  or- 
der to  keep  up  the  Spirit  of  Difcomcnt;  becaufe  the 
Supplies  for  that  Tear  were  already  granted,  and  the 
ScfTion  was  then  drawing  to  an  End.  This  deferred 
ro  Reply  at  that  Time;  for  We  only  laid  that  fuch  a 
Scheme  was  on  Foot,  without  defkning  to  infinuate  that 
it  would  be  put  in  Execution  that  Year;  yet  the  very 
next  SefSon  We  faw  it  partly  executed  by  reviving  the 
JLxclfe  upon  Salt,  to  make  Way  for  the  Reduction  of 
one  TcbUiing  in  the  Pound  on  Land.  "When  this  Projeft 
<ame  under  the  Confideration  and  Debate  of  Parlia- 
ment, a  certain  Gentleman  was  plealed  to  promi.'e  the 
Houfe  that  the  other  Shil/ing  on  Land  fhould  be  like- 
v/iie  taken  off,  if  They  would  confent  to  fame  Altera- 
tions in  tbe  Colleftion  of  the  Revenue.  By  This  He 
\vas  generally  underitcod  to  mean  the  Converfloo  of 
feme  other  Taxes  into  Excifes ;  and  foon  after,  this 
Hint  was  explain'd  to  us  more  at  large  in  a  Pamphlet, 
intitled,  a  Letter  to  a  Freeholder  on  tbe  Reduction  of 
tbe  Land— Tax.  As  this  Treaufe  was  difpeded  through 
the  Kingdom  by  mini/serial  Authority,  and  mult  be 
fuppofed  to  contain  the  Sentiments  of  Thofe,  in  whore 
Service  it  was  known  to  be  written,  I  will  tranfcribe 
a  Paffage  or  two  from  it,  relating  to  the  Subjedl  now 
before  us. 

"  To  fcatter  Terrors  on  this  Occafion,   fays  Hf, 
"  much  Declamation  hath  been  made  Ufe   of  againft 
**  a  general  Excise ;  as  if  the  neceflkry  Funds,  to  be 
"  provided  in  Bile  of  the  Land-Tax,    muft  introduce 
*'  a  general  Excife.    This  the  Craftfman  hath   raved 
at  in  Print,  and  his  Patrons  have  not  blufh'd  to  do 
it  in  Places,  where  fuch  Fallacies   were  not  altoge- 
ther fo  becomingly  introduced.     Every  one  knows 
that  tbofe  Taxes,  which  publick  Neceffity  hath  laid 
upon  the  Importation  of  Commodities,  have  been  the 
moil  grievous  Burthen  on  the  Britijb  Coninnrce.    All 
Hotne-ConJumpticn  ought   to  be  tax'd ;  but  the  Pro- 
**  duce  of  our  Colonies,  brought  hither,    hath  a  vaft 

"  Difadvan- 
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"  Difadvantage  in  paying  Duty  upon  being  landed, 
*'  and  receiving  Drawbacks  on  being  exported.  All 
"  Goods  imported  are  more  or  lefs  fubjecT:  to  this 
"  Grievance  ;  and  all  Duties  paid  the  Government  on 
'*  Importation  cofl  the  Government  10  per  Cent,  for 
'•*'  prompt  Payment.  In  many,  if  the  "Commodity  be 
•"  enter'd  for  Re-exportation  within  a  certain  Time, 
"  the  Faftqr  claims  a  Drawback  of  the  intire  Duty^ 
*'  and  thus  the  Prsemium,  which  was  allow'd  Him 
"  on  prompt  Payment,  is  abfolutely  and  intirely  loft  to 
"  the  Publick ;"  by  which  the  Nation,  as  the  Cuftoms 
"  now  ftand,  actually  lofes  10  per  Cent,  on  divers 
"  Branches  of  our  Commerce.  Eefides,  the  Charges  of 
*'  CommiJJjon,  &c.  to  the  Planters  and  Merchants  of  our 
"  Colonies,  which  They  muft  allow  their  Factors  here 
"  for  the  Tranfaftion  of  their  Bufinefs  at  the  Cuftom- 
tc  boufe,  are  a  great  Load  upon  their  Trade. 

"  Other  Inconveniencies  arife  from  the  Duties  being 
"  paid  on  Importation,  and  Drawbacks  allow'd  on  ex- 
•*'  porting  them  again.  Numberlefs  Frauds  are  com- 
"  fnitted.  The  clandestine  Running  of  Goods  is  greatly 
"  encouraged  by  this  Method  ;  which  if  changed,  the 
•"  People  might  be  comlderably  eafed,  as  well  at  home 
"  as  in  our  Colonies  abroad.  Who  then  will  be  theSuf- 
•"  ferer,  or  who  will  hnveCaufe  to  complain  againflrea- 
•"  fonable  Methods  for  improving  theRevenue  and  earing 
"  the  People,  by  turning  the  moil  burthenfome  of  the 
"  Cuftoms  on  Importation  i.ito  Exrifes  on  Home-Con- 
•"  fumption  ?  Our  Liberties  can  be  in  no  Danger  from 
ft  fuch  Excifes.  They  may  be  as  fafe  in  tbis  Kingdom 
"  as  in  the  Republick  of  Holland,  under  the  fame  Re- 
"  gulations ;  and  none  will  be  afFcfted  .by  this  Altera- 
•*'  tion  but  thoie  little,  mercenary  Factors,  who  ftom  the 
fi  Lull  of  Lucre  would  have  tllefe  CuJ?oms  continued 
"  againft  the  Interefl  of  Trade,  againft  theEafeof  the 
•*'  People,  meerly  that  They  may  have  the  private  Ad- 
*'•  vantage  of  Premiums  on  prompt  Payment,  and  Com- 
*'  ~  inljjims  for  tranfefting  Bufmeis  at  faCuftom-heufe. 
A  3  •*'  Bjit' 
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'  But  This,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  have  fo  little  Weight 
'*  with  the  People  of  England,  againft  their  general  Ad- 
"  vantage,  that  I  rather  believe  They  will  defpife  the 
"  Clamours  and  reject  the  Perfons  of  Thofe,  who 
"  oppofe  a  ct>  mm  en  Good,  from  any  fuch  ibrdid  Motives ; 
"  especially  where  there  is  not  the  leaft  Thought  of 
*'  any  general  Excife,  nor  any  Tendency  to  it,  nor  any 
"  Increafe  of  Officers  p;-opofed,  that  may  endanger  the 
•'  Liberties  of  tbs  People. 

I  have  cited  thefe  Paflages  at  large,  and  in  their  full 
Strength,  that  the  Author  may  have  no  Pretence  to 
complain  of  Mifreprefentation,  or  a  partial  State  of  his 
Arguments.  There  is  no  Occafion  to  wreft  his  Words ; 
for  He  fpeaksout  very  plainly,  and  avows  Himfelf  an 
Advocate  for  Excifes,  though  He  is  pleafed  to  difclaim 
the  Defign  of  a  general  Excife ;  but  it  will  foon  appear, 
in  the  Courfe  of  this  Enquiry,  whether  the  Practice  of 
turning  one  Duty  after  another  into  Excifes  hath  no 
Tendency  to  a  general  Excife ;  and  whether  this 
"Method  of  Taxation  can  be  long  carry'd  en,  without 
any  Increafe  of  Officers,  or  any  Danger  to  the  Liberties 
«f  the  People. 

The  Gentleman,  who  anlwer'd  *  this  Pamphlet, 
made  fome  curfory  Obfervations  on  the  Scheme  of 
Excifa,  as  it  is  laid  down  in  the  Paflages  before  cited  ; 
but  deferr'd  the  particular  Examination  of  it  to  a  more 
feafonable  Juncture  ;  yet  even  the  few  Remarks,  which 
He  dropt  on  this  Subject,  rouzed  up  the  fage  Mr.  Of- 
btrne;  who  told~-u5,  with  his  ufual  Solemnity,  that 
Excifes  are  fo  far  from  being  Badges  of  Slavery,  that 
they  are  the  moft  equitable  Methods  of  railing  Taxes ; 
and  that  though  the  Words  general  Excife,  have  by 
fiilifh  C-:ftom  a  frightful  Idea  annexed  to  them,  yet  a 
geneial  Excife  is' the  mojl  reafonable  Thing  in  the  World. 

He 

*  The  Cafe  of  the  Revival  of  the  SALT  DUTY 
Jitfy  ftatcd  and  confide? dt  &c. 
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He  is  pleafed,  indeed,  to  exclude  all  the  Nece/aries  of 
LIFE,  TRADE  and  MANUFACTORY  from  his  No- 
tion of  a  general  Excife  ;  nay,  He  would  have  it  col- 
lefted  by  the  feweft  "Number  of  Officers  poflible,  who 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  enter  into  private  Houfes. 

• •  If  This   can  be  contrived,  and  fettled,  fays  He,  a 

general  Excife  will  be  a  national  BleJ/ing.  To  which 
I  reply,  that  We  have  no  Objection  to  meer  Words,  or 
Sounds,  any  more  than  Mr.  Osborne  ;  and  if  either  He, 
or  his  Patron,  who  muft  be  acknowledged  a  very  great 
Mafter  cftWays  and  Means,  can  find  out  a  general 'Tax 
to  fupply  all  the  prefent  Occafions  of  the  Government, 
without  endangering  our  Liberties,  or  affedling  the 
Necejfarifs  cf Life,  Trade  and  Manufactory,  I  am  ready 
to  own  it  a  national  ElcJJing.  But,  what  is  all  This -to 
the  Purpofe  ?  Will  Mr.  Osborne  pretend  to  fay  that  the 
Salt-Tax,  which  gave  Occafion  to  this  Di  pate,  did 
not  affeft  the  Necejfaries  cf  Life ;  or  will  he  have  the 
Confidence  to  aifert  that  the  other  Excifcs,  pleaded  for 
by  the  Autkor  of  a  Letter  to  a  Freeholder,  are  of  this 
Nature  ?  No  ;  He  manifeftly  evades  the  Point  in  the 
Paper  now  before  Me,  and  feems  to  advance  Argu- 
ments in  one  Paragraph  with  no  other  View,  than  to 
knock  them  down  in  the  next,  by  throwing  in  fuch 
Reiiri&ions  as  I  have  jult  mention'd.  It  is,  indeed, 
exactly  of  a  Piece  with  his  other  Writings,  which 
difcover  a  Confcioufnefs  that  He  is  engaged  in  a  bad 
Caufe,  by  continually  Ihuming  between  his  Principles, 
as  an  Efigiijbman,  and  the  Duty  of  his  prefent  Voca- 
tion, as  a  Court-Writer. 

However,  this  Way  of  Reafoning,  in  Favour  of 
Excifes,  is  fufficient  to  give  us  an  Alarm,  as  it  is 
evidently  calculated  to  prepare  us  for  fomething  of 
that  Nature,  and  hath  induced  me  to  enter  imme- 
diately upon  the  Examination  of  a  Point,  which  I 
apprehend  to  be  of  the  utmolt  Conference  to  Great 
Britain, 

The 
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The  Reader  will  perceive  that  1  defign  this  Paper 
only  by  way  of  Introduction  to  ,'bme  following  EfTays; 
in  which  I  propole  to  ftare  th-  Nature  of  Exdfes,  and 
fhew  how  they  differ  from  other  Taxes,  with  Regard 
to  the  general  Intereft  of  Trade  and  the  Liberties  of  the 
People.  I  will  likewife  enquire  into  the  Origin  of  this 
Method  of  Taxation,  and  by  what  Means  it  was  firft 
introduced  and  eftabliih'd  amonsft  u?.  I  will  farther 
endeavour  to  prove  that  the  Scheme  now  in  DJfpute 
tends  to  the  Eitablimmcnt  "of  fuch  a  general  Exrife,  as 
hath  been  conftamly  opposed  in  this  Nation  by  all  the 
great  Patrons  and  AJfcrtors  of  Liberty. 

To  thefe  general  'Heads  I  fliall  occalionally  fubjoin 
fuch  Obfervadons  on  particular  Branches  of  the  Argu- 
ment, as  my  own  Enquiries,  the  Information  of  others, 
or  the  Objections  of  my  Adverfaries  may  fuggelt  to 
me,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Debate  ;  for  I  expect  to  have 
the  whole  Corps  of  Mercenaries  turn'd  loofe  upon  me, 
in  order  to  confound  Truth  with  Numbers,  Clamour 
and  Sophiltry  ;  but  I  am  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  Me- 
rits of  the  Caufe,  that  I  defire  only  the  Attention  of  the 
Publick,  and  the  impartial  Judgment  of  all  difinterefied 
Men.  I  can  only  add,  that  as  I  am  refolved  to  fpare  no 
Pains  in  the  Illuftration  of  this  Point ;  fo  my  Readers 
may  be  aflured  thit  I  will  not  fuffer  myfelf'to  be  di- 
verted from  the  Purfuit  of  it  by  any  perfonal  Scurrilities t 
or  Altercations  foreign  to  the  Purpoje.  D. 
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N°33i.    SATURDAY,  Nov.  4,  1732. 

Seme  ConfiderAtioito  0:1   the  Mature  ef  EXCISE?,  with 
Regard  to  the  general  Inter  eft  of  TRADE. 

'HE  Subjeft  if,  without  all  Doubt,  ob- 
liged to  bear  the  Burthen  of  thofe  Taxes, 
which  are  necefTary  to  defray  the  pub- 
lick  Expences  of  the  Nation  ;  but  then 
particular  Care  fhould  be  taken,  in  the 
Manner  of  levying  them,  not  to  give 
any  juft  Occafion  of  Complaint ;  which  will  be  una- 
voidable, where  the  Method  of  Collection  tends  to  en- 
flaving  the  Subject,  and  fubverting  the  ConlHtution  ;  for 
Jince  all  that  the  People  pay  to  the  Commonwealth  i?, 
In  Reality,  nothing  el'e  than  the  Price  of  tbofc  Rights 
and  Privileges,  which  They  enjoy  under  the  pfefent 
Government  j  fb  it  is  not  reafonable  that  any,  who 
pay  their  Proportion  of  that  Price,  mould  be  deprived 
of  the  ir  Share  of  the  Purcbafe. 

It  often  happens  that  the  Tax  itfeJf  does  not  fit  fo 
uneafy  upon  the  People,  as  the  Inequality  of  it,  or  fome 
Severity  in  the  Metbod  cf  collefting  it.  If  there  ei- 
ther be  any  Partiality  in  the  Impofitions  themselves,  or  if 
one  Part  of  the  Kingdom  are  deprived  of  the  Libertie?, 
to  which  They  have  a  Right  in  common  with  the  re! 
of  their  Fellow-Subje£b  ;  This  will  certainly  work  Dif- 
content  in  the  Hearts  of  fuch  Men,  and  raile  an  Envy 
in  Them  towards  Thofe,  who  enjoy  the  Privilege^, 
which  They  are  deprived  of,  contrary  to  their  natural 
Right.  Such  reafonable  Discontents  as  Thofe  are, 
which  arife  from  the  Caufes  above-men tionM,  ought  al- 
xvays  to  be  guarded  againft  and  prevented  with  the  ut- 
moil  Caution.  They  are  Evils,  which  fpread  foon  and 
wide,  carry  along  with  them  violent  Refentments,  .and 

have 
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have  often  proved  fatal  to  Government  it! elf.  They 
take  off  fo  many  Friends  of  it,  as  find  themlelves  afieci- 
ed  by  thefe  Evil?,  and  drive  Them  into  the  oppofite 
Party  j  for  of  what  Valae  is  thebeft  Conllitution  in  the 
World  to  Thole,  who  are  cut  off  from  the  Benefits  of 
it,  and  reduced  to  a  State  tfiShvery  in  a  free  Country  ? 
Who  can  wonder  if  fuch  Men  fliould  be  provoked  to 
join  with  the  Difafiefted,  and  lay  hold  of  all  Opportu- 
nities to  recover  their  antient,  juft  and  natural  Liber- 
ties ? 

The  trading  Part  of  Great  Britain  is  not  only  a  very 
large  and  opulent,  but  likewife  the  moft  valuable  Pa  it 
of  it.  To  their  Labour  and  Induftry  it  is  owing  that 
this  Nation  is  raifed  from  a  wild,  uncultivated  Defart, 
to  its  piefent  Height  of  Riches,  Grandeur  and  Strength. 
The  Wiidom  of  our  Anceftors  hath  therefore  been  al- 
ways employed  in  the  Encouragement  of  Trade  ;  and 
whenever  the  Neceffities  of  the  State  hath  required  the 
Impofition  of  any  Burthen  on  it, 'by  Way  of  Subfidy, 
the  Legislature  hath  taken  Care  that  the  Trader  mould 
be  protected,  at  the  fame  Time,  in  hisPerfon  and  Pro- 
perty againft  the  Oppreflions  of  Thole,  who  were  em- 
ploy'd  in  collecting  thofe  Subsidies. 

I  am  ready  to  agree  with  the  Author  of  a  Letter  to 
a  Freeholder,  that  thofe  Taxes,  which  publick  Neccffity 
bath  laid  upon  the  Importation  of  Commodities,  have 
been  a  veryigrievous  Burthen  en  the  Britifh  Commerce  ; 
and  therefore  it  is  a  Duty  incumbent  on  Minifters  to 
eafe  that  Burthen  by  all  poflible  Methods  of  Frugality 
and  goodOEconomy  ;  but  if  our  prefent  Circumllances 
will  not  admit  of  any  Reduction  of  Taxes,  ( which  is 
the  only  effectual  Relic!)  and  the  fole  Difpute  mould 
be  concerning  fame  Alterations  in  the  Manner  of  col- 
lefting  them,  a  wife  People  will  always  chufe  the  lea/I 
cf  two  Evils,  and  defire  to  continue  under  that  Kind 
cf  Taxation,  which  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  Nature  of 
Trade,  and  the  fundamental  Principles  of  their  Conftitu- 
tion. 

This 
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This  leads  me  to  the  Examination  of  a  Point,  which 
I  defign  to  make  the  Subject  of  this  Paper,  by  explain- 
ing the  Nature  of  Excifes,  and  {hewing  how  they  differ 
from  other  Taxes. 

I  am  ferry  to  obferve  that  this  Point  mould  want 
any  Explanation  ;  but  fp  it  is,  that  few  Perfons  except 
Thofe,  who  are  concern'd  in  Trade  and  Merchandize, 
or  have  had  the  Honour  to  repreient  their  Country  in 
Parliament,  or  to  ferve  the  Government  in  fome  pub- 
lick  Port,  feem  to  be  fully  apprized  of  the  Difference 
between  tbefe  Taxes ;  and  the  Letter-Writer  before- 
mention'd  hath  the  Difmgenuity,  amongft  all  his  gene- 
ral Arguments  for  Exrifes,  to,  take  no  Notice  of  the 
moft  material  Objection  againft  them  i  I  mean  the 
Laws  of  Excife. 

It  is  therefore  necefiary,  in  the  firft  Place,  to  ftate 
this  Affair  in  a  true  Light. 

Now,  in  all  Diiputes  between  the  Crown  and  the 
Subject,  in  Cafes  relating  to  the  Cufloms,  the  Merits  of 
die  Caufe  are  left  to  the  Decifion  of  Law,  according  to 
ar.tient  Ufage,  in  the  ordinary  Courts  of  Juitice  j  but 
the  Converiion  of  thole  Subiidies  into  Exctjes  puts  the 
Trader  under  a  new  Set  cf  Laics,  formerly  unknown 
to  our  Ccnftitution,  and  I  hope  1  may  fay  without  Of- 
fence,  not  altogether  agreeable  to  it ;  for  the  Powers 
given  to  the  Comm'tJJloners  cf  ExdJ'e  in  Ibme  Meafure 
disfranchiie  every  freedom  Englijbman,  as  far  as  He  is 
a  Dealer  in  excifeable  Commodities. 

One  of  the  moft  effentkl  Parts  of  our  Conftitution, 
as  well  as  the  ftrongeft  Bulwark  of  it,  is  That  of  'Trials 
by  Juries  ;  a  Privilege,  which  the  Englijh  Nation  hath 
afferted  and  preferved  for  feveral  Ages,  with  Oceans  of 
Blood  and  an  immenfe  Profufion  of  Treafure.  It  is 
This,  which  fcreens  the  Sma!/  from  the  OppreiEon  of 
the  Great ;  the  Sukjeff  from  the  unjuft  Reientment  of 
the  Prince,  or  the  Violence  of  his  Minifters ;  and  there- 
fore all  Attempts  to  fupprefs  this  Privilege  affe<ft  our 
£onftitution  in  one  of  the  tendereft  Parts  of  it,  and  may 

be 
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be  made  ufe  of,  by  bad  Minifters,  to  the  Introduction 
of  arbitrary  Government. 

Our  Englljh  Parliaments  have  always  been  Ib  zea- 
lous in  their  Endeavours  for  prelerving'this  g reat  Jewel 
of  Lilerty,  and  tranfmitting  it  to  lateft  Generation?,  that 
it  hath  been  eftablifh'd  and  confirmed  by  the  legiflative 
Power  near  threescore  Times,  lince  the  Norman  Con- 
queft.  It  is,  indeed,  the  moft  efluitlil  Privilege  of 
Magna  Chart  a  itfelf,  which  is  the  Foundation  of  our 
Liberties,  and  fo  deeply  engraven  in  the  Hearts  of  the 
People. 

Give  me  Leave  to  repeat,  that  this  great  and  funda- 
mental Privilege  is  preferved  to  the  Subjeft  in  ail  our 
Laws  relating  to  the  Ctiftoms,  or  Duties  on  Importation  ; 
but  turning  the  Ctiftoms  into  Excifes  on  Home-Confumpr 
tion,  acccording  to  the  Letter-writ  eft,  Scheme,  is  put- 
ting the  Trader  under  a  Set  of  Officers,  who  have 
Power  to  interpret  and  execute  the  Laws  in  a  fu?a- 
inary  Manner  ;  for  here  the  Subject  is  condemned  with- 
out Trial  by  Juries,  in  the  ufual  Manner,  and  left 
without  any  dernier  Refort  of  Jtiftice,  unless  it  be  to 
the  Commijficncrs  of  Appeal,  which  is  a  Kind  of  fine- 
cure,  dependent  Ccmmiffion,  under  which  the  Subjeft  is 
try'd  by  his  adverfe  Party  ;  the  ComniJ/teners  and 
their  inferior  Officers  being  Profecutors,  Evidsnce, 
Judges  and  Executioners. — Perfons  invefted  with  iiich 
a  Power,  and  under  fuch  Circumflances,  will  leldom 
or  never  lofe  a  Ca^ule. 

In  all  other  Cales,  whether  they  relate  to  private 
Property,  or  lye  between  the  Crown  and  the  Subjcfl, 
the  Caufe  is  not  left  to  the  Determination  of  thejfuagtf, 
tho'  their  f  Comnufiion  is  not  fo  precarious  as  That  of 

•f-  In  former  Reigns,  the  Judges  held  tbtir  Placet 
enly  during  the  King's  Pleafure  j  tut  This  was  found  to  be 
attended  with  fo  many  bad  Confequoices,  that  it  is  fro- 
vidid  iy  the  Aft  of  Settlement,  that  They  fiall  hid 
them,  during  good  Behaviour. 

the 
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the  Excife.  They  are  under  an  Oath  to  do  impartial 
Juftice  according  to  Law.  They  muft  likewife  hare 
the  Concurrence  of  the  Verdift  of  twelve  indifferent 
Men  in  the  Neighbourhood,  who  are  fuppofed  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  Parties,  and  are  fvvorn  to  try  the 
Caufe  between  Them,  according  to  the  Evidence  given 
in  Court.  They  are  not  obliged  to  follow  the  Di- 
reftion,  or  Charge  of  the  Judge,  unlefs  it  happens  to 
agree  with  their  own  Sentiments  and  Confciences. 
Nay  farther,  by  a  late  Aft  for  regulating  Juries,  thefe 
twelve  Men  mult  be  chofen  by  Ballot  in  open  Court 
from  no  Ids  a  Number  than  Seventy,  to  be  return'd 
fcy  the  Sheriff;  unlefs  either  Party  demand  a  SPECIAL 
JURY,  of  which  I  have  taken  Notice  in  a  former 
Paper. 

Let  us  now  conuder  the  Cafe  of  the  poor  Trader. 
He  is  left  to  the  final  Determination  of  the  Commif- 
f.  oners  ofExcife;  who  are  not  his  Equals,  or  Neigh- 
bours, and  therefore  cannot  be  iuppofed  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  his  Per/on  and  Chamber.  They  are 
nominated  by  the  Crown,  and  depend  upon  its  Pleafure 
for  the  Continuance  of  their  Places.  They  are  under  a 
ftridl  Injunction  to  take  Care  of  Uie  Revenue,  and  not 
ty'd  down  to  the  Rules  of  Weftminfter-Hall.  So  that 
when  any  Controverfy  comes  before  Them,  We  can- 
not be  furprized  if  They  ac~l  many  Times  as  if  Ther 
thought  it  their  Duty  to  be  fevere,  becaufe  the  more 
Fines  They  lay  upon  the  Subject,  the  more  Money 
They  bring  into  the  King's  Coffers ;  nor  that  bad  Men 
may  be  tempted  to  make  this  the  Tenure,  by  which 
They  hold  their  Places. 

But  This  is  nof  the  only  Objection  againft  Excifc 
Laws,  with  Regard  to  Trade,  though  I  think  it  ib 
material,  that  it  ought  fingly  to  weigh  down  all  the 
Arguments,  which  have  yet  been  advanced  in  Favour 
of  them. 

However,  let  us  view  this  Affair  in  another  Light. 

VOL.  X.  B  In 
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In  Duties  upon  Importation,  a  Man  hath  full  Power 
over  his  Goods,  as  foon  as  He  clears  them  of  the 
Cvftom-boufe  and  gets  them  home.  He  may  difpofe  of 
them  as  He  pleafes,  without  any  Body's  Leave,  and  is 
.  not  fubjeft  to  the  capricious  Humour  of  every  little 
Officer,  who  may  take  it  into  his  Head,  or  perhaps 
think  it  meritorious,  to  give  Him  as  much  Difturbance 
as  poffible  in  the  Execution  of  his  Duty.  The  Trader, 
in  this  Cafe,  is  not  liable  to  have  his  Shop,  or  Ware- 
houfes  ranfack'd,  without  Information  upon  Oath  that 
iame  contraband  Goods  are  conceal'd  in  them ;  nay, 
even  then  a  Warrant  muft  be  granted  by  a  civil  Magi- 
Jirate,  and  executed  in  Prefence  of  a  Peace-Officer,  in 
Day-Time  only,  according  to  the  ui'ual  and  antient 
Forms  of7  Law. 

On  the  other  Hand,  by  the  Laws  ofExcife,  no  Man 
is  at  Liberty  to  remove  his  Goods  from  the  Place, 
where  they  were  firft  dcpofited,  without  Leave  from 
an  Officer  for  fo  doing,  to  the  great  Interruption  of  his 
other  Bufinefs,  and  often  to  the  Prejudice  of  his  parti- 
cular Dealings  and  Contracts. 

As  the  Imprifonment  of  the  Body  is  next  to  the  Lofs  of 
Life,  fo  the  Confinement  rf  Property  is  next  to  taking  it 
away  ;  yet  thus  it  is  with  excifeable  Goods.  They  are 
(hut  up  in  Shops  and  Warehoules  under  fevere  Keepers, 
appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  cannot  be  moved  from 
thence,  or  difpofed  of  in  a  fair  Way  of  Trade,  (though 
the  Duties  have  been  paid)  without  a  Permit,  qr 
Habeas  Corpus  ;*  being  taken  like  Felons  and  condemn'd, 
if  they  are  found  without  it.  This  is  fuch  an  Inftance 
of  Severity,  and  fuch  a  Reftraint  upon  Trade,  as  is 
hardly  to  be  parallel'd  in  any  free  Country. 

Induftry  hath  its  Foundation  on  Liberty ;  and  thofe 
Men,  who  either  are  actually  Slaves,  or  have  Reafon  to 
believe  their  Freedom  precarious,  will  never  fucceed  in 
Trade,  which  thrives  and  flourishes  mofl  in  Climates  of 
Liberty  and  Eafe.  Thefe  keep  the  prefent  Inhabitants 
fit  home,  and  invite  others  to  fettle  ainongft  Them, 
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more  than  the  Pleafantnefs  of  Situation,  or  the  whole- 
fome  Temperature  of  Air.  There  are  many  Inftances 
of  fruitful  and  delightful  Countries,  .  which  have  been 
impoverim'd  and  almoft  depopulated,  in  Spight  of 
Nature,  by  Severities  in  Government.  To  This  it  is 
owing  that  Trade  hath  been  loft  to  one  Nation  and  ob- 
tain'd  by  another.  We  Britons  have  particularly  ex- 
perienced This,  in  former  Ages,  to  our  infinite  Advan- 
tage ;  and  I  hope  We  mall  never  act  fo  weak  a  Part  as 
to  adopt  thofe  Methods  of  Government,  which  have 
deftroy'd  Trade  in  other  Countries,  or  to  withdraw 
thofe  Privileges  and  Encouragements,  which  have 
carry'd  it  to  Ib  great  an  Height  in  our  own. 

It  ought  likewife  to  be  particularly  confider'd,  at 
this  Time,  that  all  the  Nations  in  Europe  are  turning 
their  Thoughts  to  Traffick,  aad  even  in  thofe  Countries, 
where  the  Government  is  abfolute  in  other  Refpefts, 
They  make  it  their  Study  to  eale  the  Merchants,  and 
encourage  both  Natives  and  Foreigners  to  fettle  Com- 
merce with  Them. 

Shall  We,  on  the  other  Hand,  encourage  their  At~ 
tempts,  by  laying  all  the  Burthens  and  Reitraints  We 
can  invent  on  our  ownTrade? — Is  This  a  Time  for  us 
to  clog  it  with  new  Difficulties,  or  to  put  the  Erltijb 
Merchants  under  any  farther  Uneafineffes,  after  all  the 
Embarrafsments,  Interruptions  and  Depredations,  which 
"They  have  already  fuffer'd  with  fo  much  Patience,  for 
feveral  Years  paft? —  Will  not  This  look  as  if  We  in- 
tended to  provoke  Them,  by  all  poffible  Methods,  to 
withdraw  from  us,  and  fettle  in  thole  Countries,  where 
They  can  carry  on  their  Traffick  with  more  Freedom  ; 
or  compel  Them  to  lay  it  afide  at  home,  in  order  to 
live  more  at  Eafe,  and  enjoy  the  Liberties  of  their 
Country,  in  common  with  the  reft  of  their  Fellow- 
Subjefts  ?  —  How  prejudicial  muft  This  be  to  a  trading 

Nation  ? Will  it  not  take  off  the  ableft  Hands  from 

the  Intereft  of  Trade,  and  oblige  Them  to  turn  their 

Money  into,  other  Channels ?    .  ..Is  it  not  eternally 

B  2  true 
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true  that  the  greater  the  Stock,  and  the  more  People 
are  em  ploy 'd  in  Commerct,  the  more  extenfive  and  be- 
neficial it  will  be  in  any  Country  ? — This  is  certainly 
the  only  true  Method  of  increafing  the  national  Stock ; 
and  this  Stock,  as  I  obferved  before,  is  the  Foundation 
of  our  national  Strength  and  Grandeur. 

Several  other  Reafons  might  be  urged  againft  this 
Scheme  of  Excifes  ;  but  as  they  are  of  a  more  particular 
Nature,  J  chufe  to  referve  them  for  another  Place, 
when  I  come  to  confider  the  Letter-writer's  Objecti- 
ons to  Dtrties  on  Importation,  and  his  Arguments  in  Fa- 
vour of  Excifes.  At  prefent,  I  confine  myfelf  to  gene- 
ral Topicks,  and  hope  I  have  fufficiently  explain'd  the 
•mifchievous  Effefts  of  Ex  fife  Laws,  (if  they  fhould 
become  general)  with  Regard  to  Trade,  and  the  whole 
Body  of  Britifr  Merchants.  C.  D. 


SATURDAY,  Novem.n,  1732. 


Tbe  Nature  of  Excifes  tonfider'd,    with  Regard  te 

NATIONAL    LlBE  RT Y. 

E  have  already  examined  the  Cafe  of 
Excifes,  according  to  the  Letter-writer 's 
Scheme,  with  Refpeft  to  the  Intereft  of 
Trade  ;  and  if  We  carry  our  Enquiries  a 
little  farther,  We,  mail  find  them  equally 
repugnant  to  the  Principles  of  popular 
Liberty,  as  well  as  equally  dangerous  to  the  Conilhu- 
tion  of  a  free  Country. 

This  Point  is  likewife  explain'd  in  our  laft  Paper, 
as  far  as  it  concerns  the  trading  Part  of  the  Nation ; 
which  is  fo  very  confiderable  a  Bcdy  of  Men,  in  every 

Relpecl, 
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Refpeft,  that  if  their  Interefts  only  were  concern'd  in 
this  Scheme,  there  would  be  no  Occafion  for  any  other 
Arguments  againft  it. 

It  hath  been  often  objected  againft  the  Aft,  for  pa- 
nijhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  in  Times  of  Peace,  that 
it  is  of  dangerous  Confequence  to  put  one  Part  of  the 
Nation  under  different  Laws  from  the  reft,  and  that 
Men,  who  are  thus  in  a  Manner  cut  off  from,  the  com- 
mon Benefits  of  the  Conftitution,  will  have  but  little 
Regard  for  it,  and  may  be  tempted  to  reduce  their 
Fellow-Subjefts  to  the  fame  Condition  with  Thera- 
felves. 

I  apprehend  that  this  Objection  will  hold  much 
ftronger  againft  Excife  Laws,  which  are  indeed  very 
much  like  martial  Laws,  both  in  their  Nature  and 
Execution  ;  with  this  Difference,  that  whereas  martial 
Laws  are  continued  only  from  Year  to  Year,  Excife 
Laws  are  commonly  made  perpetual,  or  at  leaft  for  a 
long  Term  of  Years.  Befides,  it  will  be  allow 'd,  I 
fuppoie,  that  as  Trade  is  more  beneficial  to  the  King- 
dom than  a  ftanding  jfrmy,  fb  the  Britijb  Merchants 
will  always  be  more  popular  than  military  People,  and. 
find  more  Adherents,  when  their  Interefts  are  effentially 
concern'd.  They  are  the  Heart-blood  of  the  Body-poli- 
tick, which  circulates  thro'  every  Part  of  it;  and 
whatever  Hardfhips  are  laid  upon  Them  will  difFufe 
themfelves  in  the  fame  Manner  through  the  whole 
Aiafs  of  the  People.  /  / 

I  have  faid  thus  much  to  explain  my  former  Obler- 
vation,  that  the  Fate  of  the  whole  Kingdom  depends, 
in  a  great  Meafure,  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Britijb 
Merchants. 

Let  us  however  confider  Excifes  in  a  general  View, 
as  I  promifed  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Paper,  and  with- 
out any  Regard  to  mercantile  P-erfons. 

The  Letter-writer  tells  us,    in  Behalf  of  his  Scheme, 

that  our  Liberties  can  be  in  no  Danger  from  fuch  Excifes. 

I  wifh  He  had  thought  fit  to  explain  Himfelf  a  little 

B  3  farther, 
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farther,  and  let  us  know  what  He  means  by  the  Word 
Liberty,  becaufe  it  is  an  equivocal  Term,  and  fome  Per- 
Ibns  feem  refolved  to  make  us  accept  of  it  in  the  loweft 
Senfe.  As  the  Letter-writer  is  an  Advocate  for  thefe 
honourable  Gent  It  men,  He  may  perhaps  mean  that  We 
are  in  no  Danger  of  being  Jhtit  up  in  Dungeons,  or 
chained  to  Oars,  but  ftall  be  left  at  full  Liberty  to  live, 
or  flarve  where  We  pleafe.  This,  I  Jay,  may  be  his 
Meaning ;  for  He  may  argue,  with  his  uiual  Acutenefs, 
that  our  Liberties  cannot  be  faid  to  be  taken  away, 
•wbilfl  our  Bodies  are  free  ;  and  I  muft  do  Him  the 
Juftice  to  acknowledge  that  this  Kind  of  corporal  Liberty 
may  not  be  in  any  immediate  Danger  from  this  Project.  . 
But  He  muft  give  me  Leave,  at  the  fame  Time,  to 
obferve  that  This  is  not  the  Senfe,  in  which  I  always 
underftood  the  Liberties  of  Great  Britain  i  for  as  Po- 
verty and  Slavery  are  commonly  and  very  juftly  join'd 
together,  fo  I  can  never  think,  or  fpeak  of  Liberty,  with- 
out annexing  fome  Ideas  ofEafe,  Plenty,  and  Pro/per ity 
to  it.  Why  do  We  always  chuie  to  call  ourfelves  a 
free  and  a  flourijhivg  People  ?  Is  it  not  becaufe  We  ap- 
prehend them  to  be  neceflary  Confequences  of  each 
other  ?  They  are,  indeed,  convertible  Terms ;  and  as 
no  People  can  be  truly  faid  to  be  in  a  fourijhing  State, 
when  They  are  not  free,  fo  They  cannot  long  continue 
to  be  free,  when  They  ceafe  to  fiiurifb. 

If  this  Reafoning  is  juft,  it  will  follow  that  a  free 
"People  ought  to  b^e  loaded  with  as  few  Taxes  as  poffi* 
ble,  and  Thofe  to  be  levy'd  in  a  Manner  agreeable  to 
their  Conftitution  ;  nay,  that  They  will  lofe  all  the 
Advantages  and  even  the  Denomination  of  Freemen, 
when  either  the  Weight  of  Taxes  themfelves,  or  the 
Manner  of  collecting  them,  reduces  Them  to  Beggary 
and  Dependence,  which  arc  properly  the  Circumitances 
and  Charaderiiticks  of  Slaves. 

When  I  mention  Poverty  as  a  Mark,  or  Badge  of  Sla- 
very, I  am  not  infenfible  that  antient  Hiftory  furnifhes 
us  with  feveral  Inftances  of  great  State:,  which  not  on- 
ly 
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lj  flourifh'd  under  a  general  Poverty,  but  even  owed 
the  Prciervation  of  their  Liberty  to  it.  Of  this  Sort 
was  the  famous  Republick  of  Rome,  and  feveral  States 
of  Greece,  But  let  it  be  remember'd  that  This  was 
owing  to  the  Policy  of  their  Government,  which  made 
Poverty  and  Contempt  of  Riches  the  mo  ft  mining  In- 
ftances"  of  heroic  Virtue.  Nor  was  this  Principle  calcu- 
lated only  for  the  meaner  Sort  of  People  ;  but  every 
Man,  as  the  Abbot  de  Vertot  obferves  of  the  Remans, 
thought  Himfc/f  fuffieicntlj  wealthy  in  the  Riches  of  the 
State,  and  the  Generals,  as  well  as  the  common  Sol- 
diers, received  their  Subjiftanee  only  from  their  own 
little  Patrimony,  which  They  cultivated  with  their  own 
Hands.  Such'a  State  of  Equality  as  This  made  Poverty 
honourable,  inftead  of  icandalous,  and  rai'cd  an  Emu- 
lation amongft  all  Ranks  of  People  to  ferve  the  Publick, 
without  any  View  to  private  Advantage.  This  glo- 
rious Principle  was  carry'd  to  fo  great  an  Height  in 
thofe  Ages,  that  it  was  common  to  fee  Men  lay  down 
the  Command  of  victorious  Armies,  the  Truft  of  the 
fublick  Treafure,  and  other  high  Offices  of  the  State  as 
poor,  or  poorer  than  They  went  into  them,  and  return 
to  the  Plough,  from  whence  They  were  cal?d  to  the 
Service  of  their  Country.  Befides,  the  Poverty  of  thofe 
antient  Heroes  -was  made  eafy  to  Them  by  the  fafhiona- 
ble  and  prevailing  Habits  of  Temperance  and  Frugality. 
It  did  not  confift  in  the  Want  of  the  common  NeceJJaries 
and  Conveniences  of  Life,  like  the  Poverty  We  are  fpeak- 
ing  of,  but  only  in  an  Abftinence  from  all  Superfluities 
and  Extravagance ;  for  as  foon  as  Luxury  and  Ambition 
had  made  Them  really  necejjitous,  and  their  Neceffities 
corrupt,  They  foon  became  a  Prey  to  the  Invaders  of 

their  Liberties. But  it   is  ridiculous    to   compare 

tbofe  Times  to  theprefen?,  or  their  Governments  to  ours, 
whole  Conftitution  and  Maxims  of  Policy  are  fo  very 
different.  I  mention  it  only  to  obviate  fuch  an  Ob- 
jedion,  and  lhall  now  return  to  the  Subject  of  this  Pa- 
per, without  any  farther  Digrelfion. 
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As  the  Riches  and  Strength  of  this  Nation  are  unde- 
niably owing  to  our  Commerce,  fo  it  is  equally  certain 
that  our  Commerce  is  fupported  by  the  Produce  of  our 
Lands,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  which  turn  the  Bal- 
lance  of  Trade  in  our  Favour.  Whenever  therefore  the 
Price  6f  our  Commodities  and  Manufactures  is  fo  far  ad- 
vanced by  high  Duties  and  Incumbrances  upon  them, 
that  other  Nations  can  afford  to  underfell  us,  and  drive 
our  Merchants  out  of  foreign  Markets  ;  the  Confequence 
muft  be,  that  our  Riches  and  Power  will  fink  away 
with  our  Trade  ;  a  general  Scene  of  Poverty  will  fpread 
itfelf  by  Degrees  amongft  all  Ranks  of  People  ;  and  I 
am  afraid  it  will  appear  that  our  Libertie's  will  decline 
in  Proportion. 

I  find  myfelf  running  back  again  to  the  Subjeft  of 
Trade*,  and,  indeed,  the  Liberties  of  the  whole  Nation 
are  fo  clofely  connected  and  interwoven  with  it,  that  it 
is  impoffible  to  divide  them  intirely  from  each  other. 

But  whatever  may  be  thought  of  Commerce,  or  the 
Merchants,  there  is  one  Point  in  the  Scheme  ofExcifes, 
which  affefts  us  all,  as  Englijbmen  and  Freemen,  in  the 
moll  fenfible  Manner,  however  feparate  from,  or  un- 
concern'd  in  Trade  ;  I  mean  the  Number  of  Officers, 
which  muft  be  quarter'd  upon  us  for  that  Purpofe. 

It  is  agreed  on  all  Hands  that  the  Happinefs  of  this 
Nation  confifts  in  being  govern'd  by  Laws  of  our  own 
making  ;  That  is,  by  our  Deputies  and  Reprefentatives. 
This  is  the  fundamental  Principle  of  our  Conftitution, 
on  which  our  Liberties  and  Properties  depend.  What- 
ever therefore  tends,  in  any  Degree,  to  the  Infringe- 
ment of  the  Privileges  and  Independency  of  that  Aflem- 
bly,  is  fufficient  to  give  us  a  reafonable  Jealoufy,  and 
eught  to  be  oppofed  with  the  utmoft  Vigour. 

The  great  Burthen  of  our  national  Debts,  and  the 
Multiplicity  of  Officers,  occafion'd  by  them,  befides  a 
numerous_/?<7/.wflg  Army,  have  already  given  the  Crown 
a  prodigious  Addition  of  Power,  unknown  to  our  Fore- 
fathers. The  prefent  Number  of  tbefe  Officers,  civil 

and 
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and  military,  is  fo  very  large,  that  it  is  impoflible  to 
make  any  jufl  Computation  of  them.  Moft  of  thele 
Gentlemen  arc  abfolutely  dependent  on  the  Crown, 
which  hath  the  fole  Power  of  putting  Them  in  and 
turning  Them  out  of  their  Employments.  Many  of 
Them  are  Per/bns  of  fuch  diftinguim'd  Figure,  Fortune 
and  Intereft  in  their  refpeclive  Counties,  that  They  are 
cither  chofen  Members  of  Parliament  tbemfelves,  or  have 
a  very  great  Influence  in  the  Eleftion  of  others.  The 
fubaltern  Part  of  Them  have  likewife  a  proportionable 
Intereft,  which  They  are  obliged  to  make  Ufe  of,  what- 
ever may  be  their  natural  Principles,  according  to  the 
Direction  of  their  Superiors. 

Perhaps,  it  may  not  be  proper,  or  fafe,  to  explain 
this  Point  acy  farther,  with  Regard  to  the  Officers  al- 
ready ejlablijti'd ;  but  I  hope  every  Englifomfin  is  at 
Liberty  to  offer  his  Sentiments  againft  the  Increafe  of 
Them,  especially  Thofe  of  the  Excife. 

The  Letter-writer  told  us,  at  the  Beginning  of  la  ft 
Summer,  that  the  Liberties  of  the  People  will  not  be 
offered  by  fix  hundred  Salt-Officers  ;  to  which  it  was 
anfwer'd  at  that  Time,  and  may  be  repeated  now, 
that  the  Liberties  of  fuch  a  Nation  as  This  cannot,  in- 
deed, be  over-run  by  fix  hundred  Salt-Officers  only  ;  but- 
then  it  was  ask'd,  whether  fuch  a  Number,  added  to 
the  vafl  Multitude  before  fubjifting,  was  of  no  Weight 
in  the  Scale  ;  or  why  the  Claufe,  to  reftrain  Them  from 
voting  in  Elections,  was  rejected?  And  whether  this 
Method  of  Re afo  fling  would  not  juftify  the  Addition  of 
fix  hundred  more,  every  Tear,  till  at  lajl  They  fwarm 
like  Locufts  over  the  Land,  and  render  a  military  Army 
unnecejjary  to  execute  any  Purpofes  ? 

The  Letter-writer  likewife  told  us,  in  the  PafTagcs 
formerly  cited,  that  there  is  not  any  Increafe  of  Offi- 
cers propofed,  that  may  endanger  the  Liberties  of  the 
People. 

This  is  a  very  ambiguous  Form  of  Expreffion,  and 
it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether  He  means  that  there 
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is  no  Increafe  of  Officers  propofed  AT  ALL;  or  no  SUCH 
INCREASE  as  may  endanger  the  Liberties  of  the  People. 
If  He  means  the  latter,  as  I  am  inclined  to  think  He 
does,  the  fame  Queftions  will  recur,  that  were  ask'd 
concerning  the  fix  hundred  Salt-Officers ;  and  He 
would  do  well  to  inform  us  how  far  tbefe  new  Levies 
are  to  be  carry 'd  on  ;  what  is  ^Compliment  propofed  ; 
or  whether  We  muft  not  expe<£l  to  fee  any  Stop  put  to 
them  till  all  our  'taxes  and  Duties  are  converted  into 
Exdfes.  We  might  likewife  ask  very  properly,  in  this 
Place,  whether  fuch  a  gradual  Progreffion  from  Year  to 
Year,  hath  no  Tendency  ft  a  GENERAL  EXCISE  ?  — . 
But  of  That  We  defign  to  ipeak  more  fully  in  another 
Place. 

If  the  Letter-writer  means  that  tbefe  additional  Ex- 
fifes  will  not  make  any  Increafe  of  Officers  neceffary,  We 
ought  to  look  upon  it  only  as  a  Sugar-Plumb  to  make 
us  fwallow  down  fo  bitter  a  Potion  ;  for  I  am  very  well 
aflured,  by  Perfons  converfant  in  thsfe  Affairs,  that  it  is 
impoffible  for  the  prefent  Officers,  numerous  as  They 
are,  to  execute  it  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  anfwer  the 
Ends  propofed  by  it.  Nay,  mould  the  honourable  Gen* 
tleman,  who  is  faid  to  defign  us  this  Favour,  undertake 
to  execute  it  at  firft  without  any  additional  Officers,  He 
will  foon  find  it  impracticable;  and  when  the  Scheme 
itfelf  is  once  eftablifh'd,  an  Increafe  of  Officers  will  be 
cafily  obtain'd,  if  it  is  found  neceflary. 

I  can  think  of  but  two  Objections,  that  can  poffibly 
be  made  againft  the  Arguments  advanced  in  this  Paper, 
concerning  the  Danger  of  Exdfes  to  our  national  Li* 
berties. 

In  the/r/?  Place,  it  may  be  objected  that  the  Officers 
In  the  Receipt  of  the  Revenue  are  already  prohibited  by 
feveral  Afts  of  Parliament  from  intermeddling  in  Eletti- 
tns ;  and  therefore  all  our  Apprehenfions,  on  that  Ac- 
count, are  vain  and,  groundlets. 

To  which  I  reply,  that  They  are  not  prohibited  by 
thcfe  Laws  from  voting  Tbemjehest  but  only  from  tam- 
pering' 
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pering  with  and  influencing  others.  Befides,  it  is  no- 
torious from  Experience  that  all  the  Afts  of  Parliaments 
in  the  World,  with  all  the  Penalties  annex'd  to  them, 
have  never  and  will  never  be  able  to  fupprefs  this  un- 
warrantable Praftice.  \  could  mention  fame  late  Agents 
for  Elections,  whofe  whole  Intereft  depended  on  their 
Power  of  recommending  Perfbns  to  Offices  in  the  Re- 
venue. But  This  is  needlefs  at  prefent;  for  even  the 
Letter-writer  himielf  (if  I  do  not  millake  his  Meaning) 
feems  to  acknowledge  the  Influence  of  thofe  Gentlemen, 
when  He  tells  us  that  there  is  no  Increafe  of  Officers 
propofed,  that  may  endanger  the  Liberties  oftbe  People. 
Nay,  I  will  go  ftill  farther,  and  even  iuppofe  that  all 
Perfons  concern'd  in  the  Colleftion  of  the  Revenue  will 
faiflly  conform  Themfelves  to  the  Letter  of  the  Law, 
and  refrain  from  intermeddling  in  E^leEiions,  by  Word,  or 
Writing,  or  MeJJage ;  yet,  even  in  that  Cafe,  They  will 
have  an  Influence  by  Virtue  of  their  Employments ;  and 
many  People  under  their  Power  (iuch  as  Alehoufe- 
keepers  and  little  Retailers  of  excifeable  Commodities) 
will  be  induced  to  vote  agreeably  to  their  known  Incli- 
nations, for  fear  of  being  harrais'd  and  molefted  by 
Them,  on  fome  future  Occafion. 

Another  Objection*  which  may  poflibly  be  made  to 
our  Arguments,  is  that  if  Cuftom-houfe  Officers  will  ven- 
ture to  break  through  the  Laws,  They  will  have  as 
much  Influence  over  Elections  as  Exeife  Officers,  and 
therefore  our  Liberties  can  be  in  no  more  Danger  from 
one  than  the  other  ;  but  this  Objection  is  partly  anfwer'd 
already  by  what  We  have  laid  in  our  lall  Paper,  con- 
cerning the  Lams  ofExcife,  which  make  a  very  mate- 
rial Difference  in  the  Cafe.  Befides,  We  are  ready  to 
allow  that  Cuflom-houfe  Officers  have  had  too  much  In- 
fluence in  feveral  Counties,  particularly  in  Cornwall 
but  their  Power  is  chiefly  confined  to  Sea-Port  Towns, 
and  Boroughs  along  the  Sea-Coaft  ;  whereas  a.  general 
Converfion  of  Cuftcms  into  Excifes  will  fpread  Them 
through  all  the  inland  Parts  of  tbe  Kingdom  i  and  if 

That 
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That  fhould  ever  come  to  be  the  Cafe,  I  leave  every  im- 
partial Man  to  judge  whether  our  Liberties  mil  be  in  no 
Danger.  D. 
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An  Enquiry  into  tire  Origin  cf  EXCISES,  and  the  Me- 
thods, by  which  they  were  fir/1  introduced  and  efta- 
' lift? din  this  Kingdom. 

,  N  former  Times  the  Kings  of  England, 
like  other  Gothick  Princes,  Supported 
Themfelvcs  by  their  Demefnes,  or  thofe 
Eftates,  which  were  allotted  to  Them 
upon  the  Partition  of  conquer'd  Lands ; 
but,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  thofe  Reve- 
nues being  alienated  from  the  Crown,  and  granted  a- 
way  to  Minifters  and  favourites,  our  Kings  were  obli- 
ged to  ask  Aids  and  Subfiles  from  their  People.  It 
hath  been  Matter  of  Diipute  whether  the  antient,  or 
modern  Way  of  providing  for  the  Crown,  is  moft  a- 
greeable  to  the  Eafe  and  Dignity  of  the  Prince,  as  well 
as  the  Liberties  of  the  People.  Thofe,  who  have  writ- 
ten in  Favour  of  an  hereditary  Land— Revenue,  give 
for  their  Reafons  that  it  is  more  honourable  for  the 
King  to  fubfift  upon  an  Eftate,  which  He  can  call  bis 
own,  than  upon  the  Labour,  Manufactures  and  Trade 
(if  his  Sttlyefls }  and  that  what  He  received  by  thefe 
Tenures  came  chearfully  from  the  People,  becaufe 
They  had  good  Bargains  from  the  Crown.  On  the 
other  Hand,  it  is  alledgcd  that  the  ferfonal  Service,  by 
which  the  People  held  their  Eftates,  was  very  opprel- 
five,  and  kept  Them  in  a  State  of  Servitude  and  Depen- 
dency on  the  Crown ;  that  bad  Kings,  who  had  fuch 

large 
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large  Revenues  of  their  own,  might  be  .  tempted  to 
mike  Themfelvcs  abfolute,  as  feveral  h.id  endeavour'd 
to  do;  and  that  the  Liberties  of  the  People  are  more 
fecure,  whilft  the  Prince  is  obliged  to  rely  on  Them 
for  his  Maintenance  and  Support.  Thefe  Arguments,^ 
no  doubt,  would  be  allow'd  to  carry  a  great  deal  of 
Weight,  if  We  could  always  be  fure  of  having  a  wife, 
boncft  and  u-ncorrupt  Parliament ;  but  as  this  Difpute 
is  not  of  any  immediate  Confequence  to  the  present 
Enquiry,  I  mention  it  only  by  Way  of  Introduction 
to  this  Effay. 

A  good  Writer  upon  Trade  observes  very  juftly, 
"  that  thofe  Loads  upon  Induflry,  high  Cuftoms,  and 
*'  what  we  call  Excifes  were  on  Foot  in  the  Roman 
"  Empire,  and  amongft  the  Eaflern  Kings,  but  not 
"  thought  of  in  thefe  Gotbick  Settlements.  It  is  true, 
"  fays  He,  from  the  Time  Kings  have  defired  greater 
"  Armies  than  their  Crown-Revenues  would  maintain, 
"  fttcb  Iwpofitions  have  been  revived  in  this  Part  of 

"  '  Europe. He  proceeds  thus. 

"  Thcfe  Kind  of  Taxes,  from  which  this  Side  cf 
"  the  World  had   been  exempt  for  feveral  Ages,   were 
"  renevv'd    by   ambitious    Princes,    who    had     great 
"  Thoughts  and  a  fmall  Territory ;  of  which  Kind 
"  were  Ferdinand  and  Alpbonfo  of  Arragon,  Kings  of 
Naples,  and  Lodowick  Sforza,  Duke  of  Milan ;  who 
iurnds'd  their  Cour^ics  with  tbcfe  Sorts  of  Duties 
to  iuch  a  Degree,  that  at  lait  it  produced-  an    uni- 
verfal  D-fe£lion  of  their  People.  By  thefe  Ways  and 
Means  of    raifing-  Money,   Lodowick  Sforza    had 
heap'd    up    fuch    a    Mafs    of  Wealth,    that    not 
eight  Years  before  Milan  was  taken,  He  fhew'd  fe- 
veral foreign  Minifters,  by  Way  of  Oilentation,  (bc- 
-  fides    Jewels  and  other  Sorts  of  Riches,  in  no  fmall 
"  Quantities)  to  the  Value  of  one  Million,  jive  bun- 
"  dred  tboufand  Ducat  f ;  avail  Sum  for  tho.e  Times. 
"  The  Kings  of  Naples  had    likewife   fcraped  up  a 
"  great  Treafure,  by  the  like  Methods  J  but  what  did 
.   VOL.  X.  C  "  all 
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"  all  This  end  in  ?  Thefe  Exaftions  had  fo  provoked 
"  the  People,  that  neither  the  Innocence  and  Virtue 
"  of  Ferdinand,  Afybonfo's  Son,  nor  the  dark  Wifdom 
"  and  Subtleties  of  Lodowick  could  avail  Them  in 
"  Time  of  Danger;  infomuch  that  They  both  loll 
"  their  Dominions  to  the  French,  without  hardly  ftiik- 
"  ing  a  Blow.  The  Neceffities,  introduced  by  the  long 
"  Wars  in  Italy,  brought  theft  Sorts  of  Taxes  more  in 
"  Vogue,  and  They  were  chiefly  made  Uie  of  by  the 
*'  little  Princes  there,  who  crefted  to  Them  .'elves  Ty- 
"  rannies  in  ieveral  Cities.  Not  long  after,  this  Way 
*'  of  raijing  Money  got  Footing  in  Spain,  and  the  Tax 
"  was  called  the  Alcabala ;  by  which  the  King  was 
"  to  have  the  tenth  Part  of  all,  that  was  fold,  or  ex- 
"  changed.  It  was  firft  laid  towards  defraying  the 
"  Expences  of  the  Wars  of  Granada  againit  the  Moors, 
'*  and  continued  for  fome  Time,  though  the  War  was 
"  ended  ;  but  by  the  Authority  of  that  great  Mimftcr, 
"  Cardinal  Ximer.es,  it  was  abolim'd.  They  had  like- 
*'  wife  Taxes  upon  the  Cenjumf-tion,  long  ago,  Ln 
*'  France,  as  in  the  Reign  of  Cbilperic ;  which  the 
"  People  thought  fo  burthenfome,  that  many  defer  ted 
"  their  Country  upon  that  Account,  and  We  hear 
"  not  of  them  again  in  their  Hiftories,  till  fome  Ages 
"  after. 

"  And  as  to  Excifes,  Gabels,  and  high  Duties  upon 
•'  Trade,  they  were  unknown  amongil  the  Founders  of 
"  the  Englijh  Government,  or  of  the  Kingdoms  round 
"  about  us. 

The  fame  Gentleman  obferves,  in  another  Place, 
*'  that  Trance  was  once  upon  a  right  Foot,  in  Relation 
"  to  its  Liberties,  but  that  They,  who  perufe  their 
"  Hiilories  with  Care,  will  find  that  arbitrary  Power 
"  did  not  fo  much  bring  in  high  Taxes,  as  that  bigb 
"  Taxes  introduced  arbitrary  Power ;  for  when  that 
'«  golden  Idol  of  an  immenfe  Revenue  was  fct  up,  all 
"  the  Nation  bow'd  to  it, 

I  have 
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I  have  quoted  thefe  PaiHiges  from  a  very  good  Judge 
of  Trade,  to  let  my  Readers  fee  his  Opinion  upon  this 
Subjeft.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  He  mentions  Cufloms 
and  Excifes  together,  without  making  any  Diftinftion 
between  them,  becaufe  his  Defign  WAS  to  mew  the 
rnifchievous  Confccjuences  of  both  to  the  Jntereft  of 
Trade ;  but  as  the  prefent  Diipute  lies  between  tbefe 
two  Kinds  of  Taxing,  and  I  have  undertaken  to  prove 
the  Preference  of  one  to  the  other,  it  is  neceflary  to 
explain  this  Point  a  little  farther. 

The  Tributes,  Aids.,  or  Subjidies,  which  our  Ance- 
ftors  granted  to  the  King,  for  the  current  Service  of 
the  Government,  upon  the  Alienation  of  Cretan-Lands, 
confuted  in  certain  Duties  on  the  Importation,  or  Ex- 
portation of  Goods  and  Merchandize ;  which  in  Length, 
of  Time  obtain'd  the  Denomination  of  Cufloms,  be- 
«ufe  thofe  Duties  had  been  ufually,  or  cuftamaril-j 
paid  ;  but  Excifes  are  Inventions  of  Ib  modern  a  D^te, 
that  the  very  Name  is  not  to  be  found  in  our  Law- 
Books  till  about  the  Middle  of  the  laft  Century. 

The  firit  Attempt  to  introduce  thefe  Taxes  into 
England  was  in  the  Year  1 626,  by  Way  of  Commif- 
Jion  under  the  great  Seal;  but  the  Parliament  remon- 
flrated  againft  it  as  illegal,  becaufe  without  the  Confent 
of  the  People,  and  feveral  of  the  Member?,  in  their 
Speeches,  inveigh'd  againlt  that  Manner  of  Taxation. 
The  belt  Account  of  that  Affair,  which  I  have  feen, 
is  in  a  Book,  intitled  the  Caje  of  the  Bankers,  Sec.  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  Tumor,  a  Barriiter  of  Grays-Inn;  from 
which  I  think  it  proper  to  give  my  Readers  th"e  fol- 
lowing Extrafls. 

"  A  Commiilion  of  EXCISE,  fays  He,  was  ifTued 
"  to  thirty-three  Lords  and  others  of  the  Privy  Council, 
te  in  which  They  are  commanded  to  raife  Money  by 
"  Impojitions,  or  otherwife,  as  They  in  their  Judg- 
"  ment  mall  find  to  be  moft  convenient ;  but  becauie 
"  This  was  without  the  Confent  of  the  PEOPLE,  it 
«'  was  adjudged  by  both  Houfes  contrary  to  Law, 
C  *  «  and 
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t'  and  the  Lords  defined  that  this  Commijjlon  of  Excife 
t'  might  be  cancell'd,  and  fhortly  after  it  was  cancell'd 
'  by  the  King,  and  thereupon  brought  fo  cancell'd 
"  into  the  Hcufe  of  Lords  by  the  Lord-Keeper,  and 
"  by  the  Lords  fo  lent  to  the  Commons. 

He  adds,  that  "  when  Subfidies,  of  a  new  and  ex- 
"  tr.wrdinnrj  Nature,  have  beeri~heretofore  agitated  in 
"  Parliament,  though  for  the  neceflary  Defence  of  the 
"  Realm,  yet  the  Commons  of  that  Age  have  anfwer'd 
"  that  They  durft  not  agree  thereto,  till  They  had 
"  conferr'd  with  the  Counties  and  Boroughs,  for  which 
"  They  fervedi  which  Sir  Edward  Coke  ajfo  faith  is 
"  a  Law  and  Cuftom  of  Parliament.  Nay,  when  the 
"  Point  debated  hath  been  of  Concernment  to  oni 
"  particular  Body  of  Men  in  the  Kingdom,  as  the  MER- 
"  CHANTS,  £?Y.  the  Commons  would  determine  no- 
'*  thing  therein,  till  They  had  firftconfulted  the  ME  R- 
"  CHANTS  themfelves,  how  far  the  Matter  might 
*'  ftand  with  their  Profit  and  Convenience. 

Thus  was  the  firft  Attempt  to  introduce  Excifes  in 
this  Kingdom  defeated  by  Parliament,  out  of  Regard 
to  Trade  and  a  Tenderneis  for  the  Britijb  Merchants ; 
but  the  next  Effort  had  more  Succefs,  in  the  Times 
of  our  civil  Wars,  when  the  Parliament,  having  try'd 
all  other  Methods  of  railing  Money  to  pay  their  Army, 
were  obliged  to  make  Ufe  oFan  Excife  ;  yet  though 
They  pleaded  abfolute  NeceJJity,  in  Excufe  for  this  Ex- 
pedient, and  continued  it  only  from  Month  to  Month, 
the  Execution  of  it  raifed  a  Sedition  in  London,  and 
nothing  but  a  large  ftanding  Army  could  have  forced 
it  down  upon  the  People  even  at  that  Time,  when 
They  were  generally  dilaffefted  to  the  Court,  and  lided 
with  the  Parliament  againrt  it. 

1  beg  Leave,  in  this  Place,  to  quote  a  PafTage  or 
two  from  HoweTs  Letters,  which  were  written  at 
that  Time,  and  contain  fome  very  pertinent  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  fame  Subjeft. 

In 


N°  333.    ^CRAFTSMAN,          ap 

In  one  of  thefe  Letters  to  a  Friend  at  Brujfils,  af- 
ter giving  an  Account  of  the  great  Confufions  a- 
mongft  us  here,  He  goes  on  thus.  "  Who  would  ever 
<(  have  thought  that  the  EXCISE  would  have  taken, 
"  Footing  here ;  a  Word,  I  remember,  in  the  laft  Par- 
"  liamcnt  fave  one,  fo  odious,  that  when  Sir  Dudley 
"  Carleton,  then  Secretary  of  State,  did  but  name  k 
"  in  the  Htu/e  of  Commons,  He  was  like  to  have  been 
*'  fent  to  the  Tower,  although  He  named  it  to  no  ill 
"  Seme,  but  to  mew  what  Advantage  and  Happinefs 
*'  the  People  of  England  had  over  other  Nations ;  ha- 
"  ving  neither  the  Gabels  of  Italy,  the  Talks  of  France, 
11  or  the  Excife  of  Holland  upon  Them  ;  yet,  upon 
"  This,  he  was  fuddenly  interrupted,  and  called  to 

the  ACT. Tins  Letter  was  dated  Auguft  the  ^tL, 


,544. 


another  Letter,  fent    to  Amflerdam,    He  fays; 
They  have  mutiny'd  in  diverfe  Parts  about  the  Ex- 
rife ;  a  Bird, .that  was  firft  hatch'd  in  Holland.   Here 
\&' London  the  Tumult  came  to  that  Height,  that 
They  burnt  down  to  the  Ground  the  Excife-Houfe 
in  Smitbfieldi  and  God  grant,  fays  He,    that  our 
Excife  here  may  not  have  the  fame  "For  tune  as  Thofc 
in  Holland,  to  become  perpetual ;  eras  the  new  Ga- 
bel  of  Orleans,  which  began  in  the  Time  of  the 
League,  and  contimieth  to  this  Day,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Cauie  ceafed  about  threefcore  Years  fmce  ; 
touching  which  a  pleafant  Tale  is  recorded  of  Henry 
the  great,  who,  fome  Years  after  Peace  was  efta- 
blifli'd   throughout  all  the  whole  Body  of  France, 
going  to  his  own  Town  of  Orleans,  the  Citizens  pe- 
tirion'd  Him  that  the  new  Tax  might  be  abolifti'd. 
T'he  King  ask'd,  who  irr.pofed  it  upon  Taem  ?  They 
anhvcr'd,  Monfieur  de  la  Cbartre,  during  the  Time 
of  the  civil  Wars  of  the   League,    who   was  now 
dead.     The  .King  reply'd,   Monfieur  de  la   Chartre 
leagifd  you  ;  let  Hint  then  unleague  yen,  for  my  Part. 
...   ...Dated  Sept.  tbe  ^dt  1645. 

C  3  King 
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^  King  Charles  the  firft  takes  Notice  of  this  extraor- 
dinary Step,  in  one  of  his  ^Declaration^,  and  charges 
the  Parliament  Vvith  impofing  infupportable  Taxes  and 
ODIOUS  EXCISES  it  pen  their  Pi/low  Subjects,  though 
He  afterwards  made  Ufe  of  the  fame  Method  himfeif. 
Thus  was  the  whole  Kingdom  faddled  with  Excif:s 
by  two  different  Authorities,  at  the  fame  Time  ;  and 
my  Lord  Clarendon  obferves  upon  it,  that  both  Sides 
made  ample  Declarations,  with  bitter  Reproaches  upon 
the  Neceflity,  that  drew  on  this  Imposition,  that  it 
Jfjcztld  be  continued  no  longer  than  to  the  End  of  the 
War,  and  then  laid  down  and  utterly  aboUJh^d;  wbiib 
few  wife  Men,  fays  He,  believed  would  ever  be. 

Excifes  being  thus  introduced  amongft  us,  during 
the  civil  War,  We  cannot  be  furprized  to  find  the 
fame  Method  of  Taxing  continued  and  eftablifh'd  after 
the  Refloratk-n  ;  fmce  it  was  natural  for  the  Court-Party 
to  build  upon  fuch  a  Precedent,  as  all  Parties  are  apt 
to  do,  and  to  argue  that  it  would  be  unreafonable  and 
highly  difrefpedlful  to  refufe  his  Majeftv  the  fame,  or 
the  like  Duties  with  Thole,  which  had  been  laid  upon 
the  People,  under  an  Uiurpation,  by  the  pretended 
Affertors  of  Liberty ;  efpeciallv  fmce  his  Misfortunes 
and  long  Exile,  w'ith  the  particular  Circumftances  of 
thofe  Time?,  had  put  Him  under  great  Neceffities  for 
Money.  This,  I  fay,  was  a  plaufible  Argument,  and 
nobody  can  wonder  that  it  prevail'd  in  the  firft  Ho- 
ney-Moon of  Joy,  upon  that  great  Turn  of  Affairs ; 
but  the  Method's  and  Artifice*,  by  which  the  Court  ac- 
complifli'd  their  Scheme,  delerve  our  farther  Confide- 
ration. 

The  Court  of  Wards  had  long  been  a  mart  terrible 
Grievance  to  the  whole  Nation,  as  it  fubjeftcd  every 
Man's  Eifote  to  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  and  made 
the  landed  Men  of  England  little  better  than  lenantf 
for  Life.  The  Houje  of  Commons,  had  often  endea- 
vour'd  to  get  this  Court  afcolim'd,  and  foon  after  the 
Reparation  renew 'd  their  Inftances  to  that  Purpofe  ; 

but 
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but  firft  of  all  it  was  necefTary  to  give  the  King  an 
Equivalent  for  it,  and  after  feveral  Deliberations  on 
that  Subjeft,  it  was  agreed  to  fettle  ioo,coo/.  per  Ann. 
on  the  Crown,  in  Lieu  of  the  Ccurt  of  Wards.  Several 
Schemes  \verelikewife  ofFcr'cl  for  railing  this  Money; 
but  at  la  ft  They  reiblved  to  lay  it  upon  Land,  and  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  fettle  an  equal  Rate  upon  every 
County  towards  it. 

It  deferves  a  Remark,  that  this  Sum  of  100,000  /.  per 
Ann.  was  above  as  much  again  as  the  Crown  gain'd 
by  the  Court  of  Wards',  for  though  it  was  an  intolera- 
ble Grievance  to  the  Subjeft,  yet  as  the-  Ward/hip's 
were  commonly  granted  away  to  Mimftcrs  and  Fa- 
vourites, the  King  got  but  little  by  them  Himfelf,  be- 
fides  Ill-will. 

However,  the  Parliament  did  not  flick  at  the  Price, 
but  were  refolved,  as  We  mall  fee  immediately,  to  free 
Themfelves  and  their  Country  from  the  Dominion  of 
fuch  an  arbitrary  Court  at  any  Expence. 

The  Committee  hiving  fettled  a  new  Rate,  reported 
it  to  the  Houfe,  in  Purfuance  of  their  Order,  and  it  is 
enter'd  in  the  Journal;  but  in  the  mean  Time,  the 
King  was  adviled  by  his  Miritfters,  or  fome  little  fel- 
fjb  Prcjettors,  who  always  fwarm  about  Courts,  to 
ask  for  a  Grant  of  the  Exdfe  upon  Beer  and  Ale,  in- 
ftead  of  the  Equivalent  on  Land.  They  represented  to 
Him  that  the  Exeije  would  bring  in  rive  or  fix  Times 
as  much  as  the  Commons  propoied  to  give  Him  in  the 
other  Method;  and,  .perhaps,  fome  Arts  might  be  made 
ufe  of  to  draw  the  Land-holders  into  this  Scheme,  by 
terrifying  Them  with  the  Profpeft  of  a  La fid-Tax , 
which  would  be  a  perpetual  Mortgage  and  Incum- 
brance  on  their  Eftates.  Be  That  as  it  will,  the  King 
was  encouraged  to  attempt  it,  and  boldly  ask'd  for  the 
whole  Excife  at  once ;  That  rs,  for  one  Moiety  of  it  to 
be  fettled  in  Fee  on  the  Crown,  as  a  Recompence  for 
abolifhing  the  Court  cf 'Wards,  and  the  other  Moiety 
on  Himfelf  for  Life.  The  firft  fart  of  this  Scheme 

pafs'd 
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pafs'd  very  glibly,  by  bribing  fomc  of  the  Members 
and  threatening  others  with  a  Diflblution.  But  at  firft 
a  Negative  was  put  on  the  latter  Part  of  it ;  which 
enraged  the  Court  to  a  great  Degree,  though  the 
Moiety,  which  They  had  already  obtainM,  amounted 
to  300,000 /.  inftead  of  1 00,000 /.  propofed  by  Par- 
liament. However,  by  renewing  their  Bribes  and 
Menaces  of  a  Diffolution,  They  carried  their  other  Point 
Jikewife,  and  got  the  whole  Ex  fife  fettled  on  the  King, 
before  the  Seffion  ended. 

Thus  was  one  Grievante  entailM  on  us  in  the  Room 
of  another.  Whether  We  gain'd  any  Thing  by  the 
Bargain,  let  the  Publick  determine  ;  but  I  will  venture 
to  give  my  Opinion  that  if  the  Excite  upon  Beer  and 
Ale  mould  ever  be  made  the  Foundation  of  a  general 
Excife,  as  fame  Perjons  too  vilibly  tlefign  it,  the  Con- 
tinuance of  the  Court  of  Wards  would  have  been  a 
more  tolerable  Evil ;  for  That  chiefly  afTefted  the 
richer  Sort  of  People;  but  a  general  Excije  will  nol 
only  be  a  gnawing  Canker  on  our  Lands,  but  likewife 
fuch  a  Burthen  on  our  Manufactures  and  Navigation, 
as  muft  in  Time  deltroy  our  Trade,  and  with  it  the 
Riches,  Power  and  Liberties  of  the  whole  Nation. 

The  wife  and  honeft  Part  of  that  Parliament  were 
aware  of  This,  and  therefore  oppofed  the  Excife,  as  a 
Alonfter  big  with  many  fatal  Evils ;  but  the^rr//;  and 
mercenary  Herd  were  too  numerous  and  carried  all 
before  Them. 

The  only  reraajning  Comfort  was,  that  one  Moiety 
of  this  extraordinary  Tax  was  to  determine  with  the 
King's  Life;  and  This  was  made  an  Argument  againft 
the  Exdufeon-Bill  by  the  Court  Party,  who  endea- 
vour'd  to  extenuate  the  Dangers  of  a  Popijh  SucceJ/or 
on  that  Account.  They  urged  that  the  Determination 
of  fo  large  a  Part  of  the  Revenue,  upon  the  King's 
Death,  would  render  his  Brother  incapable  of  forcing 
his  Religion  upon  ub ;  and  there  would,  no  doubt, 
have  been  fome  Force  in  the  Argument,  had  a  Moiety 


N°  333.    The  CRAFTSMAN.         33 

«f  the  Excife  aflually  determined,  when  it  ceafed  by 
Law  ;  but  when  King  James  fucceeded  to  the  Throne, 
the  Parliament  was  in  ib  good  an  Humour,  (as  Parlia- 
ments generally-  are  at  the  Beginning  of  a  Reign)  that 
They  not  only  gave  Him  the  whole  Excife,  which  his 
Brother  enjoy'd,  but  likewile  an  additional  Duty  upon 
Wine,  Tobacco  and  other  Commodities.  This,  indeed, 
ceafcd  for  the  prefent  with  the  unfortunate  Reign  of 
teat  Prince,  when  our  Laws  and  Liberties  received  a 
r.ew  Confirmation,  and  many  Grievances  were  re- 
draft'd  by  the  Bill  of  Rights;  but  the  whole  Excife 
upon  Beer  and  Ak  was  continued  to  King  William*  and 
more  than  one  Attempt  was  made,  in  his  Reign,  to 
extend  it  into  a  general  Excife,  under  the  old  Pretence 
of  Necefliiy,  to  carry  on  the  War,  which  was  then 
breaking  out  againft  France ;  but  this  Deiign  was  fo 
vigoroufiy  oppoJed  by  many  Perfons,  the  moft  zealoufly 
afFefL-d  to  Liberty  and  the  Revolution,  that  the  Prc- 
jctlen  were  obliged  to  lay  it  afide.  Amongft  thefe 
honeft  Patriots  were  the  late  excellent  Lord  Summers, 
Mr.  Hampden  and  Mr.  Locke ;  the  two  laft  of  whom 
have  left  their  Teftimonies  againft  it  in  Print.  Mr. 
Hampderi's  Treatife  upon  this  Subject  has  been  of  great 
Ufe  to  me  already,  and  I  fhall  have  Occafion  to  take 
the  fame  Liberty  with  Mr.  Locke  in  fome  following 
P»pers. 

The  feveral  Vouchers  and  Authorities,  with  which 
I  thought  neceflary  to  corroborate  this  Difcourfe  on 
the  Origin  of  Exctfes,  hath  already  fwell'd  it  to  ib 
great  a  Length,  that  I  am  obliged  to  conclude  a  little 
abruptly  with  a  fliort  Recapitulation  of  the  whole. 

It  appears  from  the  preceding  Deduction  that  this 
Kind  of  taxing  \fras  unknown  to  the  Founders  of  our 
Government,  and  difagreeable,  at  leaft,  to  the  funda- 
mental Inititutions  of  it ;  that  it  came  originally  from 
the  Eaflern  Part  of  the  World,  where  abfolute  Mo- 
narchy prevails,  and  was  firft  introduced  into  Europe 
under  the  Roman  Emperors,  after  the  Commonwealth 
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was  intirely  deftroy'd  ;  that  from  7/w/y  it  was  carried 
into  Spain,  and  from  thence  found  its  Way  into  France, 
during  the  Confufions  of  the  Ledgers  that  the  firft 
Footing  it  got  in  England  was  likewife  in  the  Time 
of  a  civil  War\  that  the  legal  EftabliOiment  of  it,  after 
the  Reftoratiofi,  u  as  procured  by  a  Trick  of  the  Court  j 
that  the  farther  Extenfion  of  it  hath  been  constantly 
oppofed  by  the  Patrons  of  Liberty,  even  in  Times  of 
the  greatefl  tiecfj/ity,  ard  therefore  it  is  'hoped  that  in 
Times  of  Peace,  when  there  can  be  no  extraordinary 
Occafion  for  railing  Money,  We  fhall  not  be  obliged 
to  make  U.'e  of  an  Expedient,  which  is  fo  repugnant 
to  the  Nature  of  a  free  Government,  and  the  Intcreit 
of  a  t  rating  Nation.  D. 


SATURDAY,  JVcoww.  25,  1732. 


The  Nature  of  a  GENERAL  EXCISE  confident,   in 
View  to  the  PRESENT  SCHEME. 

HE  Advocates  for  Excifes  are  fenfible 
that  the  Word  itfelf  hath  an  odious 
Sound  and  a  very  difagreeable  Idea 
annexed  to  it.  This  puts  Them  to  the 
Trouble  of  fome  Prevarication,  and 
obliges  Them  to  difown  the  Name, 
whilft  They  are  pleading  for  the  Thing.  It  is  pleafant 
enough  to  obferve  how  They  are  forced  to  muffle  and 
mumble  the  Thiilles,  upon  this  Occafion.  Sometimes 
They  reprefent  the  Scheme  itfelf  as  a  meer  FiSicn,  or 
Chimesra  of  our  own  Brains,  and  yet  dare  not  give  it 
up  in  diredl  Terms.  At  other  Times,  They  complain 
tif  popular  Prejudices,  and  imbibed  Opinions,  which, 
^e  Us  an  Advantage  over  Them  in  the  Argument. 
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Now,    thefe  very  Complaints  are  tacit  Confeffions,  at 
leaft,  otfucb  a  Dejlgn,  and  fufficiently  juftify  the  Alarm 
it-  hath  given  Us  ;    for  why  fhould  They  complain  of 
thefe  Prejudices,  unlefs  they  Hood  in  the  Way  of  fome 
Project  in  Agitation;    or,' indeed,    from  whence  can 
they  -ariie,  but  from  the  Experience  of  the  People  that 
Jucb   Taxes    are  giievous  and  burthen  fome  to  Them  ? 
For  this  Reafon,  the  very  Name  of  Excifes  puts  Them 
out  of  Humour,  and  reduces  Them  to  the  Neccffity  of 
recurring  to  their  old  Expedient ;  for  in  order  to  avoid 
this  popular  Odium,    They    afreft    to   diflemble  the 
Knowledge  of  any  Jucb  Project,  tho'  the  whole  Town 
rings  with  it,    and  a  certain  Gentleman,    as  I  am  in- 
form'd,  hath  even  publickly  avowed  it.    They  do  not, 
indeed,    pretend  to  deny  that  there  may  .be  a  Defign 
of  improving  the  publick  Revenue,    by  making  (me  Al- 
terations in  the  Method  of  collecting  it;-  but  if  VV*e  mould 
ask  Them  in  what  thefe  Alterations  are  to  confift,  I  be- 
lieve They  would  be  ibmewhat  puzzled  to  give  us  any 
Anfwer  to  the  Purpole ;    for  I  cannot  apprehend  how 
the  Revenues  can  receive  any  confiderable  Improvement, 
without  laying  fome  additional  Burthen  on  the  People  \ 
and  I  muft  here  beg  Leave  to  repeat  an  ObferVation, 
which  I  made  bcfo^-e,    that  the  Manner  of  collecting  a 
Tax  may  prove  more  grievous  to  a  free  People  than 
even  the  Tax  iff  elf. 

In  order  therefore  to  obviate  all  fuch  ridiculous  Eva- 
fions,  I  will  tell  Them  very  plainly  what  I  mean  by 
Excifes  ;  That  is,  all  Imp&fitions  en  Hume-ConJumption, 
which  are  collefted  by  particular  Officers  under  the 
Crown,  andfubjeft  to  the  LAWS  OF  EXCISE. 

It  is  abfolutely  indifferent  to  Us,  whether  fucb  Im- 
pojitions  are  call'd  Excifes,  Inland  Duties,  or  any  other 
jNamej  for  an  Inland  Duty,  under  the  Laws  of  Excife, 
is  the  very  fame  Thing  to  all  Intents  and  Purpoles 
with  an  Extife,  except  in  the  Sound  of  it. 

I  mention  the  Term,  Inland  Duty,  becaufe  thej/w/otf- 
rable  Gentleman  was  pleated  to  make  Ufe  of  it  Himfelf, 

about 
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about  eight  Years  ago,  when  the  Cuftcms  on  Tea,  Coffee 
and  Chocolate  were  converted  into  an  Excije  j  and  it  is 
very  remarkable  that  in  the  Aft,  made  for  that  Pur- 
pqie,  the  Word  Excife  is  veiy  cautioufly  avoided, 
though  the  Powers  of  Excife  are  granted  in  as  full  and 
ample  Manner  as  in  any  Excife  Law  whatfoever;  all 
the  Powers,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures,  contained  in  the 
Aft  of  the  iztb  of  King  Charles  lid,  or  ANY  OTHER 
LAWS  now  in  Force,  relating  to  Ale  and  Beer,  or  other 
Liquors,  being  transfer'd  to  this  Act.  The  Judgments 
of  the  Commijffi oners  are  declared  final,  and  not  liable 
to  be  removed  bv  Certiorari  into  the  Courts  of  Weft- 
minfter. 

It  is  proper  to  acquaint  the  Reader  that  when  this 
Aft  was  made,  it  was  propofed  to  appoint  ComtniJJton- 
ers  on  Purpofe  for  managing  tbefe  Duties  j  but  at 
prefent  they  are  collected  by  the  Officers  of  Excife ;  and 
will  any  Man  pretend  to  fay  that  an  Inland  Duty, 
under  theie  Circumftances,  is  not  properly  an  Excije, 
in  the  true  and  natural  Senfe  of  that  Word  ? 

As  that  Aft  will  probably  be  made  the  Ground- 
Work  of  ti\z  prefcnt  Scheme,  if  it  fhould  ever  be  carried 
into  Execution,  and  the  worthy  Gentleman,  who  hath 
the  Honour  of  being  thought  the  Projeftor  of  it,  is 
now  made  a  Judge  over  the  Properties  of  his  Fellow- 
Subjedls,  I  could  wifh  that  Mr.  Basket  would  be 
plea-fd  to  print  a  new  Edition  of  it,  for  the  Ufe  and 
Contemplation^of  his  Countrymen  at  this  Juncture. 

I  have  been  iriform'd  that  an  Attempt  was  made,  in 
the  kit  Reign,  to  extend  the  Laws  of  Excije  to  all  Caies 
relating  to  the  Cuftoms ;  and  if  that  Scheme  had  taken 
Place,  We  mould  have  entertain'd  juft  the  fame  Opinion 
of  it,  though  tbofe  Duties  had  ftill  retained  the  Name  of 
Cufltms  j  but  the  Merchants  had  Ib  much  Intereft  at 
that  Time  with  the  Mintflers,  that  the  ProjecJ  was  laid 
alide,  upon  their  Repreientation.  I  hope  the  fame  Re- 
gard will  be  paid  to  Them  at  prefent,  and  that  We 
ihall  never  be  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Romans,  upon  the 

Declenfion 
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Declenfion  of  that  Commonwealth ;  when,  the  Abbot 
de  Vertct  obferves,  that  /'/  was  Colour  fufficient  for 
rifling  the  People  and  laying  new  Iinpofts,  if  They  did 
but  give  thofe  Exaftions  a  new  Name ;  *  cujus  modo 
Rei  Nomen  reperiri  poterat,  hoc  fat  is  ejje  ad  cogendas 
Pecunias. 

But  if  our  Projectors  mould  think  it  neceffary  to 
chriften  their  Scheme  by  a  new  Name,  in  order  to 
make  it  go  down  the  more  .eafily,  let  me  ad  vile  Them 
to  call  it  an  IK-LAND  TAX,  which  I  think  a  more 
proper  Name  than  an  Inland  Duty,  and  I  wifh  it  may 
not  prove  the  heavieft  Tax,  that  ever  was  laid  upon 
the  Lands  of  England. 

I  have  laid  thus  much  to  prevent  all  future  Miftakes 
and  Prevarication  about  the  Meaning  of  the  Word  Ex- 
fifes  ;  for  what  the  minifterial  Writers  have  hitherto 
produced,  on  this  Subject,  confifls  of  nothing  but  little, 
Jow  Attempts  to  confound  all  Taxes  together,  and  to 
make  the  People  believe  that  there  is  no  real  Difference 
between  them.  Let  me  therefore  repeat  it  once  more 
that  when  I  fpeak  of  Excifes,  I  mean  only  thofe  Duties, 
which,  being  fubjeft  to  the  LAWS  OF  EXCISE,  de- 
prive my  Countrymen  of  their  antient  Right  to  a 
TRIAL  BY  JURIES;  and  if  the  Advocates  for  Excifes 
•would  bethought  to  write  any  Thing  to  the  Purpoie, 
let  Them  come  directly  to  this  Point. 

But  it  will  be  objefted,  perhaps,  by  tbefe  Gentlemen, 
that  iuppofing  my  Definition  of  Excifes  to  be  jutt,  it 
does  not  follow  that  there  is  any  Defign  of  introducing 
a-GENERAL  EXCISE,  or  that  their  Scheme  bath  any 
Tendency  to  it.— —I  chufe  to  quote  the  very  Words  of 
one  of  tbefe  Writers,  who  feems  to  be  the  Captain  of 
the  Band,  and  was  the  firft,  who  broach'd  this  Scheme 
without  Doors,  as  his  Patron  had  done  juft  before 
within  Doors.  At  prefent,  indeed,  He  feems  to  decline 
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the  Lifts,  when  the  Difpute  is  moft  feafonable;  but, 
perhaps,  He  may  defign  to  make  his  Appearance  in  a 
compleat  Treatife  on  theSubjeft.  If  That  fhould  be 
his  Intention,  I  muft  beg  the  Favour  of  Him  to 
publifh  it  within  firth  a  reaibnable  Time,  that  We  may 
have  an  Opportunity  to  reply,  if  We  fee  Occafion, 
before  the  Parliament  meets.  For  this-Reafon,  I  began 
the  Enquiry  in  Time,  that  the  Subject  might  be  fully 
difcufs'd  on  both  Sides,  and  I  defire  the  Publick  to 
take  Notice  that  I  now  give  Him  a  fecond  fair  Invi- 
tation. 

I  thought  this  Digreffion  neceflary  to  put  my  Readers 
on  their  Guard  againft  foul  Practice,  and  fhall  now  re- 
turn to  the  Point  in  Hand. 

I  don't  'know  what  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side 
may  underftand  by  a  general  Excife  ;  but  I  think  a  Na- 
tion may  be  properly  laid  to  be  under  fuch  a  Calamity, 
when  the  Nccejfaries  and  Convergences  of  Life  are  ge- 
nerally excifrd  ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  in  their  own  Style, 
when  tbis  Method  of  collecting  the  Revenue  ii  become 
general;  That  is,  common  and  ufual  in  mcjt  Commodi- 
ties. Perhaps,  tbefe  Gentlemen  may  mean  an  univerfal 
Excife,  when  They  ipeak  of  a  general  Excife  ;  and 
then,  indeed,  We  can  never  be  laid  to  be  in  iiich.  a 
terrible  Cafe,  as  long  as  there  is  one  individual  Specks 
of  Goods  or  Commodities,  which  We  eat,  drink,  wear, 
or  otherwife  ufe  for  the  Support,  Conveniency  and 
Pleafure  of  Life,,  which  remains  free  from  tbis  Kind  of 
'Taxation;  but  as  the  Words  themfelves  cannot  be  ufed 
in  this  Sen'.e,  with  any  Propriety  of  Language,  fo  I 
believe  there  never  was  fuch  an  univerfal  Excife  ',  in 
any  Nation,  fince  the  World  begun,  and  I  hope  there 
never  will,  as  long  as  it  laiis. 

I  am  ibrry,  indeed,  to  obferve  that  the  Practice  of 
multiplying  tbcfe  Duties  from  Year  to  Year,  which  feems 
to  be  growing  too  fafhionable  amor.gft  us,  hath  certainly 
a  Tendency,  at  iealt,  not  only  to  a  general,  but  even  an 
tnriverjal  Excife.  Nay,  I  wiih  it  could  not  be  afferted 

with 
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with  Truth,  that  our  Taxrs,  of  one  Kind  or  other,  are 
already  become  almoil  univerfai;  for  if  any  of  theft 
Writers  (hould  be  cali'd  upon  to  fpecify  only  dree  or 
four  common  Nece/aries  of  Life,  which  are  abfolutely 
free  from  nil  Kinds  of  Taxation  zubatfoever,  I  believe 
They  would  take  ibme  Time  to  cotilider,  before  They 
could  give  an  Anfwer  ;  and  1  am  not  fare  that  it  would 
be  very  iatisfaftory  at  laft.  I.  know  very  well  that  it 
hath  been  ufual  to  inftance  Flefb-nteat  and  Brsad-Cvrn, 
upon  thefe  Occafions,  as  Neceffaries  exempted  from  the 
Barchen  of  Taxes ;  but  even  there  Inllances  will  not 
bear  a  ftrift  Examination  ;  for  without  infilling  much 
on  the  Land-Tax,  which  certainly  inhances  the  Price  of 
Meat  and  Bread,  an  additional  Duty  was  lall  Year  laid 
up.on  both,  by  the  Revival  of  the  Duties,  or  Excile  up- 
on Sa't ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  great  Quantities  of 
this  Commodity  are  made  ufe  of  by  the  Bakers  to  feafon 
their  Bread,  as  well  as  in  curing  Fijb,  Beef,  Pork  and. 
other  Provifion«,  upon  which  the  poof  Farmer,  La- 
bourer and  Manufacturer  alnioil  wholly  fubfift. 

Sorry  I  am  that  there  fliould  be  any  Occafion  to  lay 
open  the  Wounds  of  my  Country  in  this  Manner  ;  buc 
they  require  fearching  and  probing  to  the  Bottom,  in 
o  der  to  be  heal'd ;  and  fbmebody  muft  undertake  the 
Surgeon's  Work,  difagree?ble  as  it  is,  though  Mr.  Of- 
borm  thinks  fit  to  decline  it. 

Let  us  now  consider,  as  We  are  naturally  led  by  this 
Enquiry,  how  many  of  thelc  various  Taxes  are  already 
converted  into  Excifes,  or  collected  by  Methods  and 
Laws  of  the  fame  Kind.  I  have  Room  only,  in  this 
Place,  to  give  the  Re:id  er  a  bare  Catalogue  of  them, 
without  any  particular  Comment. 

Beer  and  Ale,  Mum,  Cyder,  Perry  and  fweet  Wines ; 
Malt,  Brandy,  and  all  diftilfd  Spirits  ;  Leather,  Soap, 
Candles,  Hops ;  Paper,  Pafte-Beards,  Mill-Boards,  &c. 
Silks  and  Calficoes ;  Starch,  Hides,  Wire,  and  wrought 
Plate  i  Coffee t  Tea  and  Chocolate ;  Saltt  &c. 

D  z  Thefe 
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Thefe  are  what  occur  to  Me  at  present;  but,  I  may 
venture  to  affert  that  almoft  all  the  Duties  and  Imp> 
fitions  on  Home-Commodities,  except  the  Land-Tax,  are 
levy'd  in  this  Manner,  and  in  feme  Meafure  fubjecl  to 
the  fame  Laws ;  ib  that  the  Duties  on  Importation,  or 
wh.it  We  call  Cufloms,  are  now  the  or.ly  Taxes,  which 
the  Subject  continues  to  pay  in  the  antisnt  Manner, 
and  under  the  ordinary  Farm  of  Law.  Nay,  We  fee 
that_/0ffz<?  Branches  of  the  Cuftoms  are  already  converted 
into  Excifes,  as  Coffee,  Tea,  Chocolate,  Brandy,  Rum, 
Arrack,  &c.  and  a  Scheme  is  now  let  on  Foot,  and 
openly  defended,  for  making  the  fame  Alterations  in 
fcveral  others.  Yet  fiill  the  Prcjeftors  cry  that  They 
have  no  Thoughts^of  a  general  Extffe,  and  that  their 
ScbemelMAh.  noTendency  to  it;  which  is  juft  as  reasonable, 
as  if  a  Man  Ihould  go  from  London  to  Canterbury,  by 
eafy  Journies,  and  when  He  is  got  there,  undertake  to 
prove  that  He  is  not  in  the  Way  to  Dover. 

We  do  not  fay  that  the  Projectors  defign  to  excife 
every  Thing  this  Year ;  but  We  apprehend  and  infill 
upon  it  that  their  Method  of  Proceeding  hath  a  mani- 
feft  Tendency  to  it.  They  carry  it  on  gradually,  and 
bring  only  feme  Commodities  under  this  fevere  Yoke  at 
a  Time,  well-knowing  that  They  can  more  eafily  flop 
the  Clamour  of  two  or  three  Bodies  of  Traders,  than 
the  whole  Nation ;  but  fuch  is  the  exorbitant  Lurt  of 
Power  in  feme  Men,  that  They  diicover  a  manifeil 
Uneafmefs  till  They  nave  extended  their  Scheme  to 
every  Part  of  Trade,  and  made  it  general.  Try  a  Is  per 
Pms  are  troublefome  Things,  and  Juries  will  not  al- 
ways find  for  the  Crown,  but  judge  of  Facts  according 
to  Evidence  confronted,  and  give  their  Verdift  accord- 
ingly. Tbefe.  Gentlemen  therefore  feeni  to  have  a  very 
itching  Defiie  after  a  Power  of  deciding  Matters,  in  a 
more  eafy  and  fummary  Way,  by  Judges,  who  are  at 
the  fame  Time  Profecutors,  and  being  immediately  de- 
pendent on  the  Crown,  are  more  likely  to  determine 
Caufet  in  Favour  of  it.  I  have  even  heard  it  openly 

avow'd 
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avow'd  as  an  Argument  for  this  Method  ofProfeeution, 
that  the  Crown  is  commonly  call  in  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer ;  but  furely  This  will  never  be  allow'd  a  fuf- 
ilbn  for  depriving  Enplifhrnen  of  their  antient 


ficient  Reafon  for  depriving 

Rights  and  Privileges,  which  They  have  purchafed  at 

fo  dear  a  Price. 

It  hath  been  farther  urged,  in  Favour  of  tins  Scheme, 
that  it  is  not  propofcd  to  give  the  Officers  a  Power  of 
entering  private  Houfes,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be 
cali'd  a  general  Excife. Let  us  therefore  fee  whe- 
ther there  is  any  more  Weight  in  this  Argument  than 
in  the  former. 

In  the  firil  Place,  it  is  necelTary  to  obferve  that  the 
Merchants*  Shop-keepers,  Inn-holders,  Victuallers,  £>/- 
flitters  and  other  Retailers  of  imported  Commodities  are 
fo  very  numerous  a  Body  of  Men,  and  pay  fo  large  a 
Part  of  the  pub  lick  Expences,  not  only  as  Dealers,  but 
even  as  private  Men,  that  I  think  fome  Regard  ought 
to  be  had  to  Them  ;  as  well  as  their  Fellow-Subjeds, 
and  that  no  Hardihips,  or  Severities,  fhould  be  put 
upon  Them,  which  publick  Neceffity  does  not  abfo- 
lutely  require. 

But  do  the  Laws  of  Excife  really  aflecl:  Traders  only? 
I  am  afraid  it  will  be  found,  upon  Enquiry,  that  theft 
Laws  have  already  gain'd  fome  Admittance  into  private 
Houfes;  or,  at  leail,  laid  very  great  Reilraints  upon 
them. 

I  did  not  insert  the  Window -Tax  amongft  my  Lift  of 
exclfeable  Duties,  because  it  is  collected  by  Pariflj  Of- 
ficers, and  paid  in  to  the  Receivers  of  the  Land-Tax  ; 
but  in  one  Refpeft  it  partakes,  at  leall,  of  the  Nature 
of  an  Excife,  by  fubjefting  every  Man's  Houfe  to  the 
Infpeftion  or  certain  Officers,  appointed  by  the  Crown ; 
which  was  formerly  complain'd  of  as  fo  great  a  Griev- 
ance, in  the  Cafe  of  the  Hearth-money,  that  it  induced 
King  William  to  recommend  the  Abolition  of  it  to  1m 
Parliament,  foon  after  the  Revolution  ;  and  in  the  Pre- 
amble to  the  Adi  for  taking  away  that  Duty,  it  is  laid, 
D  3  to 
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to  be  not  only  a  great  Oppreffion  to  tie  poorer  Sort, 
but  a  BADGE  OF  SLAVERY  upon  the  whole  People, 
txpojlng  everyMatfs  Houfe  to  be  entered  into  and  fear cVd* 
at  Pleafure,  ^PERSONS  UNKNOWN  TO  HIM. 

By  an  Act  of  the  6th  of  the  late  King  (for  excifing 
Malt,  Brandy  and  other  Liquors)  it  is  provided,  inter 
Ma,  that  no  Brandy,  &V.  frail  be  fold,  without  a  Cer- 
tificate from  the  Officers,  that  the  Duty  hath  been  paid, 
or  that  it  is  condemned,  or  Part  of  fame  other  Per  Con's 
Stock ;  and  that  no  Brandy,  &c .  exceeding  a  Gallon, 
jhall  be  removed  without  a  Permit,  certifying  the  Quan- 
tity and  Reality,  en  Penalty  to  forfeit  the  faid  Brandy, 
&f.  and  Cask — The  Confequence  of  This  is,  that 
nePerfon  can  fend  home  any  Quantity  of  the fe  Liquors, 
after  He  hath  bought  them,  without  a  Certificate;  and 
if  He  changes  his  Place  of  Abode,  or  hath  a  Mind  to 
make  a  Prefent  of  any  Quantity,  above  a  Gallon,  He 
cannot  do  it  without  a  Permit,  which  will  not  be 
granted  Him  neither,  unlefs  He  enters  his  Houfe.  <  • 
This  J  can  aver,  upon  my  own  Knowledge. 

By  another  Ckufe  in  the  fame  Act  it  is  declared, 
that  every  Perfon,  having  above  63  Gallons  cf  any  Sort 
ff  Brandy,  Arrack,  ftrong  Waters,  &c.  Jhall  be  deemed 

a  Seller  of  Brandy,  &V. By  this  Claufe,  you  fee, 

the  greateft  Peer  in  England  is  reltrain'd  from  keeping 
above  63  Gallons  of  thsfe  Liquors  in  his  Houfe  at  a 
Time,  without  entering  it,  and  making  it  liable  to  the 
Jr.fpeftionofO^n,  if  They  fhould  think  fit.  Now, 
if  We  confider  "that  many  Gentlemen  are  obliged  to 
live  in  an  hofpitable  Manner,  in  order  to  fupport  their 
Interest.,  efpecially  in  the  Country,  I  believe. 63  Gallons 
of  any  of  thcfe  Liquors  will  be  thought  but  a  moderate 
Allowance.  Belide?,  it  is  well  known  that  fucb  Liquors 
improve  by  Age,  and  grow  more  valuable  the  longer 
they  are  kept. 

By  an  Aft  of  the  ipth  of  the  fame  King  (being  the 
famous  Act  before-mention'd )  no  Chocolate  is  allowed  to 
be  made  in  private  Uoufes,  without  giving  a  very  par  ti- 
tular 
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cular  and  diftinft  Notice  in  Writing,  three  Days  before, 
to  the  next  Office,  The  Officer,  indeed,  it  net  to  vifit 
fuch  Houfes  ;  but  it  is  necejfary  to  have  a  PermiJJion  under 
bis  Hand;  and  if  within  three  Days  after  finifbing  fuch 
Chocolate  for  private  Ufe,  an  Entry  upon  Oath  is  not 
made  to  the  proper  Officer  within  the  Diftrift,  where  the 
faid  Chocolate  ivas  made,  of  the  Quantity  made  by  Vir- 
tue of  the  Permit,  and  if  all  the  Chocolate  fo  made 
Jhall  not  be  brought,  ready  wrapt  up  in  Paper,  to  be 
ftamp'd,  the/aid  Chocolate  Jhall  be  forfeited  and  treble 
the  Value. 

Neither  is  any  Perfon  permitted  to  work,  or  make  in* 
to  Chocolate,  for  their  private  Vfe,  /rfs  than  half  an 
hundred  of  Cocoa  Nuts  at  each  Time. 

I  will  now  leave  the  World  to  judge  whether  Ex- 
cifes  have  not  already  got  fome  Footing  in  private 
Houfes ;  and  We  ought  to  remember  that  when  the 
Serpent  gets  his  Head  into  a  Hole  (as  Mr.  Hatnpdetf 
very  juftly  obferves)  it  will  be  no  bard  Matter  for  Him 
to  draw  bis  whole  Body  after  it.  Experience  teaches  us 
that  Excifes  are  Things  of  an  incroaching  Nature,  and 
the  fame  Reafons,  which  were  at  firit  advanced  to  bring 
them  into  publick  Houfes,  may  be  afterwards  madeUfe 
of  to  draw  them  into  private  Families ;  especially  if  it 
fliould  be  found  impracticable  to  execute  the  Scheme 
without  it.  But  of  This,  perhaps,  I  may  have  Occa- 
fion  to  fpeak  in  another  Place,  and  at  prelent  will  con- 
clude with  a  fliort  Addiefs  to  the  mercantile  Part  of  my 
Readers. 

'«  You  fee,  Gentlemen,  what  is  the  Nature  of  Ex- 
•*'  cifes,  in  Diftinftion  from  other  Taxes,  and  how  they 
*'  naturally  tend  to  a  general  Excife.  I  believe  you 
"  will  think  This  a  critical  Time  to  make  a  Stand, 
•"  and  endeavour  to  put  a  Stop  to  tiie  Growth  of 
"  them  ;  for  I  muft  tell  you  very  plainly  that  the 
"  next  Step,  in  my  Opinion,  will  be  decilive.  It  is 
"  therefore  hoped  and  expecljd  from  you,  as  your 
"  Interell  is  primarily  concerned,  that  you  will  lay 

"  afide 
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*'  afide  all  Party-Diftinclions  and  exert  your  Endea- 
«'  vours,  as  one  Man,  to  prevent  the  Execution  of  this 
««.  Projetf  by  all  fuch  prudent  and  dutiful  Methods,  as 
*'  your  feveral  Stations  and  the  Laws  of  your  Country 
««  have  provided  for  you.  J), 
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The  Letter- writer's  Oljcclior.i  to  Duties  on  Importation 
fcnjtder'd',  with  fame  farther  Remarks  on  Excifes. 

HAVE  already  acknowledged,  and  am 
willing  to  do  it  again  upon  all  Occafion?, 
that  thofe  Taxes,  which  publick  Neceffity 
hatb  Inid  on  the  Importation  of  Cbm- 
moditics,  have  been  a  very  grievous  Bur- 
then on  the  Britifh  Commerce ;  and  I  will 
add,  if  you  pleale,  that  fuch  high  Duties  on  the  Produce 
of  our  own  Colcmes,  in  particular,  feem  more  grievous, 
as  well  as  impolitick,  for  feveral  Reafons,  which  it 
would  be  fruitlefs  to  offer  in  this  Place  ;  but  faux  pubfick 
Necejfity  obliges  us  to  Submit  to  them  for  the  prcfent,  We 
hope  at  leait  that  they  will  not  be  made  ftill  more 
grievous  to  us  by  Say  extraordinary  Methods  ofColIeftioa. 
The  Publick  hath  already  feen  my  Reaibns  againft 
Excifes,  with  Regard  to  the  Trade,  Liberties  and  Con- 
Jlituticn  cf  this  Kingdom.  Let  us  now  confider  the 
Letter-writer's  Argument  againft  Duties  on  Import rti-j-n, 
as  they  aie  ftated  at  large  in  my  introductory  Paper  on 
this  Subject ;  and  as  I  will  not  'endeavour  to  conccril  the 
Foice  ot  any  of  them,  fo  if  they  are  found  weightier  in 
the  Scale,  I  am  ready  to  give  up  the  Caufe  and  confcnt 
to  the  Alteration  propofed. 

He 


N°  335.    ?/^  CRAFTSMAN.          45 

He  tells  us,  that  all  Home-Confumption  ought  to  bt 
tax'di  I  fuppofe  He  means  all  Home-Confumption  of 
foreign  Commodities,  though  his  Exprcffion  is  general 
and  includes  our  dome/tick  Produce,  as  well  as  Goods  im- 
ported from  abroad;  Gut  as  This  feems  to  be  only  an  In- 
accuracy of  L-inguage,  I  fhall  take  no  farther  Notice  of 
it,  unleis  He  fhould  think  fit  to  declare  Himfelf  exprefly 
an  Advocate  for  taxing  all  Home-Confumption. 

The  Produce  of  our  Cekniei  brought  hither  bath  a  vaft 
Difadvantage,  lays  He,  in  paying  Duty  upcn  being  land- 
ed, and  receiving  Drawbacks  on  being  exported ;  and  that 
*ll  Gcodi  imported  are  more  or  left  fubjeft  to  this  Grie~ 

vance. This  is  certainly  very  true,  as  I  obferved 

before,  and  I  wHh  all  imported  Goods  did  really  draw 
back  the  whole  Duty  upon  Exportation,  which  feems 
highly  reafonable  and  would,  no  doubt,  be  of  great  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Trade  of  the  Kingdom  ;  but  I  am  at  a 
Lofs  to  guefs  how  this  Difadvantage  would  be  removed 
by  turning  the  Cuftoms  into  Exc'ifes,  if  We  are  to  fup- 
pofe that  Drawbacks  will  be  continued  under  this  new 
Method ,  ?.nd  if  no  Drawbacks  are  to  be  allow'd  on  any 
Goods  exported,  after  they  have  paid  the  Excife,  I  leave 
the  Publick  to  judge  whether  our  Exportation!,  the  moft 
valuable  Part  of  our  Trade,  will  not  be  vaftly  encouraged. 
and  improved  by  it. 

We  are  told  that  all  Duties,  paid  ths  Government  on 
Importation,  coft  the  Government  ten  per  Center  prompt 

Payment. To  which  I  reply  ;  firft,  that  thefe  Pra- 

miums  were  allow'd  by  Parliament  to  the  Importer, 
Merchant,  or  Faclor,  in  Confideration  of  the  Intereft  of 
their  Money  fo  advanced  -r  fecondly,  that  thefe  Pra- 
miums  are  not  peculiar  to  the  Cujloms,  but  allow'd,  in 
fome  Proportion,  on  feveral  Excife  Duties ;  particularly 
Thofe  of  Salt ;  for  in  the  very  Pamphlet,  where  thele 
Objections  are  advanced,  a  Sum  of  twenty  thoufand 
Pounds  per  Am.  is  deduced  from  ihegrofs  Charge,  as  it 
is  there  call'd,  on  Account  of  prompt  Payment;  and 
therefore  I  cannot  fee  any  Reafon  why  this  QbjeBion 

fliould 
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fhould  be  particularly  urged  againft  Duties  on  Importa- 
tion', but  thirdly,  if  this  Allowance,  on  prompt  Payment, 
fhould  be  thought  too  large,  for  the  Encouragement  of 
the  Trade  of  the  Kingdom,  it  is  in  the  Power  o"  Parli- 
ament to  reduce  it,  or  even  to  take  it  away  intire!y,  if 
They  fhojld  think  convenient,  without  having  Recoarfe 
to  fo  derpcrate  a  Remedy  as  an  Exclle,  which  is  infi- 
nitely woife  than  the  Diieafe  it  felf,  even  according  to 
the  Letter-writer's  o\vn  Reprerenration. 

It  is  farther  ailed  ged,  that  in  many  Cafes,  if  tie  Ccn;~ 
modify  be  entered  fir  Re-exportation,  within  a  certain 
Vimf,  the  Faftor  claims  a  Drawback  of  the  intire  Duty  ; 
by  which  the  Nation,  as  the  Cu  Horns  now  ft a nd,  -aclually 
lofes  ten  per  Cent,  on  divers  Branches  of  our  Commerce. — 
As  the  Gentleman  hath  not  thought  fit  to  fpecify  thole 
Branches  of  Trade,  on  which  the  Nation  loies  ibis  Pre- 
mium, it  cannot  be  expected  that  I  mould  give  Him  a 
particular  Anfwer.  At  prefent  therefore  I  fhall  reply  on- 
ly, in  general,  that  the  Charge  is  falfe ;  for  all  Allow- 
ances upon  Importation  are  deducted  in  the  Debenture 
upon  Exportation  ;  but  if  the  Letter-writer  will  pleafe  to 
particularize  any  Branch  of  Trade,  in  which  the  Na- 
tion attually  loj'es  ten  per  Cent,  by  Premiums  and  Draw- 
lacks,  I  promife  either  to  give  Him  a  particular  An- 
fwer, or  to  acknowledge  that  it  ought  to  be  remedied, 
though  not  by  an  Excij'e. 

Another  Objection  againft  Duties  on  Importation  is 
founded  on  the  Charges  c/Commiflion,  &c.  which  the 
Planters  and  Merchants  of  our  Colcnies  are  obliged  to  al- 
low their  Patters  here  for  the  Tranfaciivn  of  their  Bufinefi 
at  the  Cujtom-bouff.  —  To  This  1  anfwer,  that  the  La- 
bourer is  worthy  of  his  Hire  ;  and,  for  my  Part,  I  can 
fee  no  Reafon  why  the  Merchants  fhould  tranfucl.  B'jri- 
nefs  at  the  Cuflom-boufe,  and  fell  the  Planter's  Goo'ds, 
without  being  paid  for  their  Trouble  ;  for  a'  tho'e  Per- 
ibns,  with  whom  our  Merchants  deal  abroa  1,  tdke  Com- 
tnijjlom  from  Them,  fo  I  think  it  reafonable  and  equi- 
table that  They  Ihould  take  Commtffions  from  others. 

'  We 
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We  are  like  wife  told,  by  the  fame  Author,  that  rum- 
berlefs  Frauds  are  committed,  and  that  the  clandefline 
Running  of  Goods  is  greatly  encouraged  by  this  Method  of 
paying  Duties  on  Importation,  and  allowing  Drawbacks 
en  exporting  them  again.  —  This  delerves  a  particular 
and  diitinct  Anfwer. 

In  the  firft  Place,  I  am  ready  to  allow  that  thefe 
Complaints  of  Frauds  and  Smuggling  are  too  jult ;  but  I 
cannot  agree  with  the  Letter-writer  concerning  either 
the  Cauie,  or  Cure  of  thefe  Evils  ;  which  are  not  fb 
much  owing  to  the  Payment  of  Duties  on  Importation, 
and  the  Allowance  of  Drawbacks  on  Exportation,  as  to 
the  Height  of  the  Duties  themfelves  on  all  iuch  foreign 
Commodities  as  are  wanted  for  Confumption  in  this 
Kingdom  ;  for  till  the  Multiplicity  of  Impoiitions  and 
additional  Duties  were  laid  on  thofe  Commodities,  the 
Practice  of  r uniting  Goods  was  of  no  great  Confequence, 
as  will  appear  by  comparing  the  Seizures  made  in  for- 
mer Times  with  thofe  of  late  Years.  If  therefore  the 
fame  Duties  are  to  be  continued,  or  greater  Duties 
mould  be  laid  on  the  Commodities  confumed  in  this 
Kingdom,  an  Alteration  in  the  Method  of  colleftlr.g  them 
will  not  prevent  \Hbcclandeftiat  Running  of  Goads ;  which 
can  be  effedted  only  by  the  Reduction  of  the  Duties  to 
fuch  a  Degree,  that  it  will  not  be  the  Interell  of  any 
Per'ons  to  eng?ge  in  a  Ti  affick  fo  hazardous  to  Them- 
felves, as  werl  as  prejudicial  to  the  fair  Trader. 

It  is  pretended,  1  know,  that  the  extraordinary  Pow- 
ers of  Exfife  Laws  are  become  neceffary  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Frauds  in  the  Collection  of  Duties  iinpoied  by 
Parliament  j  but  whoever  will  give  Himfelf  the  Trou- 
ble of  looking  into  the  penal  Laws,  relating  to  the  Quftoms, 
•will  find  as  fevere  Penal  ties  annex'd  to  them  as  were  ever 
known  amongft  a  free  People ;  and  becaufe  iome  Gentle- 
men may  be  mifled  for  Want  of  knowing  what  Powers 
the  CommifliOTiers  of  the  Cufloms  are  inverted  with,  the 
following  will  ferve  as  a  {mall  Sketch  of  them. 
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The  Penalties  upon  Merchants,  Mafters  of  Ships  and 
ethers,  concerned  in  Trade,  bejides  their  being  fubjefted  to 
aftritt  Examination  upon  Oath,  and  "Forfeiture  of  the 
Goods ;  in  fame  Cafes,  double  the  Value  j  Lofs  of  the 
Shif>,  or  Vejfel,  with  all  her  Tackle  ;  Pines  of  100  /.  or 
500  /.  Imprifonment ;  Incapacity  tofuefor  any  Debt ;  and 
the  Proof  generally  thrown  upon  the  Owner,  or  Importer. 

On  the  other  Hand,  the  Powers  given  to  tbe  Cuftom- 
Houfe  Officers  are  very  large.  All  the  Subjects  of  the 
Kingdom  are  enjoyn'd  by  Aft  of  Parliament  to  ajfift 
Them.  They  may  break  open  Houfes,  Shops,  Trunks,  £ffr. 
to  fear ch  for  prohibited,  or  run  Geods,  by  a  proper  War- 
rant, and  in  a  proper  Manner.  They  may  enter  on  Board 
*ny  Ship,  or  Vejfel,  and  break  open  any  Cabin,  Trunk,  or 
JmallPaekagc;fo  that  if  the  King  isftill  defrauded  of  his 
Duties,  it  muji  proceed  from  the  Corruption,  or  Negligence 
of  the  Perfons  employ  d,  and  not  from  Want  of  fufficient 
Penalties  upon  tbe  Offenders,  or  fuffidcnt  Power  in  tbe 
Cuftom  Houfe  Officers. 

Befides,  We  have  found  by  Experience  that  Exfife 
Laws  do  not  prevent  Smuggling  ;  for  I  believe  foreign 
Commodities  were  never  more  run  than  at  prefem  ;  nei- 
ther is  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Commiflioners  ofExcife  to 
put  a  Stop  to  it.  Their  Officers  do  not  guard  the  Coaftj, 
to  hinder  the  running  of  Goods  into  tfte  Country. 
Their  Province  lies  more  in  tormenting  the  fair  Trader ; 
in  diiquienng  Him  in  the  Pofieffion  of  his  Property, 
and  in  the  peaceable  Purfuit  of  his  lawful  Calling.  Nay, 
how  can  it  be  expefted  that  Excife  Officers  (hould  prove 
more  honeft  in  the  Execution  of  their  Truft  than  Cuftoin- 
houfe  Officers?  There  is  a  greater  Scope  for  Knavery  in 
the  former  than  in  the  latter;  and  I  make  no  Doubt 
that  They  know  as  well  how  to  make  the  moft  of  their 
Places. 

But  we  are  farther  told  by  the  Letter-writer,  that  the 
People  might  be  conjtderably  eafed  as  well  at  home,  as  to 
cur  Colonies  abroad,  by  this  Alteration ;  which  is  fo  far 
Irom  being  true,  that  I  apprehend  another  bad  Effect  of 

Excifes 
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Ex  ttfes  to  be,  that  they  will  certainly  bring  a  farther 
Burthen  on  the  People,  equal  to  a  'Tax  ;  for  the  Extife 
will  not  cafe  the  Merchant  of  any  Burthen  He  now  la- 
bours under  in  carrying  on  this  Trade,  fuch  as  Officers 
fees,  Servants  Wages,  &(.  but  He  will  be  put  to  greater 
Expences  by  frequent  Examinations  of  his  Stock.  To 
This  We  muft  likewife  add  his  own  greater  Trouble  and 
Fatigue,  Lofa  of  Time  and  Interruption  of  Bufine:s ,  for 
which  He  will  have  a  Confederation  in  the  Value  of; 
his  Goods ;  and  This  muft  be  paid  by  the  Confumert 
where  every  expenfive  Load  on  Trade  will  center  at 
laft. 

How  therefore  can  it  be  faid,  with  any  Colour  of 
Truth,  that  the  People  will  be  eafed  by  this  Method  of 
Taxation,  which  not  only  takes  from  Them  one  of  their 
moft  efTcntial  Rights  as  EngUJhrnen,  but  will  undoubt- 
edly inhance  the  Price  of  all  Commodities,  which  are 
neceffary  and  convenient  for  Life  ? 

Almoft  the  fame  Anfwer  may  be  given  to  that  Part 
of  the  Argument,  which  relates  to  the  Improvement  of 
the  Revenue  ;  for  I  think  it  demonftrable  that  it  will  ra- 
ther leffen  than  increafe  it,  many  of  our  imported  Com- 
modities being  for  Luxury,  and  therefore  the  dearer 
they  come,  the  lefs  will  be  confumed,  and  fo  far  as  the 
Confumption  is  leflen'd,  the  Revenues  muft  duninifh. 
.If  Thar,  indeed,  were  the  only  Evil,  the  Nation  might 
be  a  Gainer  in  the  main ;  but  our  Debts  and  Expences 
have  reduced  us  to  fucH  an  unhappy  Dilemma,  that  We 
are  obliged  to  encourage  Luxury,  in  order  to  fupport  the 
Revenue.  If  therefore  the  Advocates  fir  Excifcs  will 
pleafe  to  explain  the  Particulars  of  their  Scheme,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  found  impracticable,  and  that  it  will  not 
anfwer  the  End  propofed  by  it,  if  the  Improvement  of 
the  Revsnuc,  by  juft  and  honeit  Means,  be  what  They 
really  intend, 

The  Letter-writer  goes  on,  in  the  following,  extraor- 
dinary Manner.  —  None  will  be  afefted  by  this  Altera- 
tion but  thofe  little,  mercenary  Factors,  wbs  from  the 

Vo  L.  X.  E  Lut 
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Luft  of  Lucre  would  have  thefe  Cujloms  continued,  again/} 
the  Inter  eft  of  Trade,  againft  the  Eafe  of  the  People,  meer- 
ly  that  They  may  have  the  private  Advantage  of  Prte- 
taiiims  on  prompt  Payment,  and  Commiffions/0r  tranf- 
atting  Bujintfs  at  /^/Cufiom-houfe.  But  This  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  fays  He,  will  have  Jo  little  Weight  with  the  Peo- 
ple of  England,  againfl  their  general  Advantage,  that  I 
rather  believe  They  will  defpife  the  Clamours  andrejeS  the 
Perfons  oflbofe,  who  oppofe  a  common  Good  from  ajiy  fuch 
fordid  Motives. 

Thefe  fire  very  hard  Imputations ;  and  I  believe  it  is 
the  firft  Time  that  any  Writer  hath  taken  the  Liberty  to 
treat  the  whole  Body  of  Britijh  Merchants  (who  are, 
jnoft  of  Them,  Faflors  for  others,  as  well  as  Traders  on 
their  own  Account}  in  fuch  an  unhandibme  Manner,  with- 
out any  other  Reaibn  than  becaufe  They  may  not  ap- 
prove of  a  Scheme,  which  will  not  only  be  highly  pre- 
judicial to  the  general  Interelt  of  Trade,  in  which  their 
own  particular  Imerells  are  involved,  but,  by  the  necef- 
jary  Increafe  of  Officers,  greatly  endanger  the  Liberties 
of  the  Nation. 

If  I  am  not  very  much  miflaken,  the  Letter-writer  is 
yaid  for  this  notable  Production,  as  well  as  his  Patron 
for  employing  his  Time  fo  glorioufly  in  the  publick  Ser- 
vice ;  and  if  We  mould  call  one  a  mercenary  Writer,  or 
the  other  a  mercenary  Minifter,  We  know  by  Experience  f 
how  loudly  They  would  complain  of  fuch  Appellations ; 
hut,  perhaps,  the  Nature  of  this  Scheme  makes  it  -necef- 
iary  to  abufe  the  Merchants,  as  a  Pack  of  fordid 
Wretches,  who  deferve  no  Regard,  and  ought  to  be  cut 
eft"  from  the  common  Privileges  of  Englijbmen. 

I  am  unacquainted  what  Part  theje  Gentlemen  may 
think  fit  to  aft,  if  any  fab  Project  mould  ever  be 
brought  into  Parliament;  but  if  They  mould  judge  it 
their  Intereft,  or  Duty,  to  appear  in  Oppofition  to  it,  I 
am  apt  to  believe  that  their  Clamours,  as  the  Letter- 
Writer  terms  them,  wiU  not  be  dejpijcdt  nor  their  Perfont 

rejected 
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rejefted,  on  fuch  an  Occafion  ;  efpecially  by  the  beft, 
and  richelt  of  our  Repreientativcs. 

I  am,  indeed,  at  a  Lofs  to  guefs  why  the  Merchants 
fhoakl  be  treated  in  fuch  an  outrageous  Manner.  They 
were  not  the  Propofers,  or  Promoters  of  putting  the 
Produce  of  our  Colonies,  or  the  Commodities  of  foreign 
Countries,  under  fuch  Difadvantages,  by  paying  Duties 
on  being  landed,  and  receiving  Drawbacks  on  being  ex- 
ported. I  dare  anfwer  for  Them,  that  They  would  be 
glad  to  have  great  Part  of  the  Duties  on  all  Commodities, 
net  prohibited,  taken  off,  or  lo\ver'd,  however  They 
may  be  treated  as  Mercenaries,  -who  trade  only  from 
a  Luft  of  Lucre  ;  and  that  They  are  of  Opinion  that 
taking  fuch  a  Step  would  bring  a  much  greater  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Nation,  as 'well  as  a  greater  Revenue  to 
the  Crown,  than  any  Alteration  in  tie  Manner  of  cel- 
leEiing  the  Duties  ;  for  a  Reduftion  of  the  Duties  will 
certainly  occafion  a  greater  Exportation  of  our  Product 
and  Manufactures,  and  a  greater  Importation  of  foreign 
Commodities ;  whereas  the  Converfion  of  Cuftoms  into 
Excifes  will  as  certainly  be  attended  with  a  Decreafe  of 
Importation,  as  well  as  Exportation. 

Thus  have  I  gone  through  the  Letter-writer's  Ob- 
jedYions  to  Duties  on  Importation ;  and  I  cannot  forbear 
obferving  upon  the  whole,  that  the  Projectors  and  their 
Advocates  feem  of  late  to  have  taken  a  violent  Affeclion 
for  the  Planters  of  ottr  Colonies,  after  long  Neglecl,  Dif- 
couragement  and  ill  Uiage  ;  but  it  is  too  vifible  that 
this  Concern  is  a  meer  Pretence  and  affecled  only  to 
ferve  a  prefent  Purpofe,  asThey  made  the  landed  Interefi 
a  Stalking-Horfe  to  their  Defigns  kit  Yeaf.  -I  hope 
therefore  that  none  of  our  Countrymen  abroad  will  fuf- 
fer  Themfelves  to  be  impofed  upon  fo  far,  as  to  think 
that  any  Scheme  can  be  for  their  Advantage,  which  is  fo 
contrary  to  the  Intereits  and  Inclinations  of  their  Ft? /fa  :c- 
Subjefls  at  home.  For  my  Part,  I  have  conitantly  ef- 
poufed  their  Caufe  in  the  moft  zealous  Manner  againib 
all  their  dome/lick,  as  well  as  foreign  EneMes,  without 
E  2  taking 
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taking  Part  in  any  particular  Difputes  amongft  Thcm- 
ielvcs  ;  but  if  the  Controverfy  fhould  ever  lye  between 
the  real,  or  pretended  Intereft  of  my  particular  Co- 
lony y  and  the  general  Intereft  of  Great  Britain,  I  muit 
beg  Leave  to  fide  with  the  Litter  ;  for  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  much  better  that  ,/ucb  a  Cohny  were  funk  to 
the  Bottom  of  the  Sea,  than  that  it  fhoaJd  ever  be  made 
the  Inftrument  of  enflaving  its  Mother-Country.  C.  D. 


N°  336.    SATURDAY,  D^-.  p,  1732. 

¥he  Cafe  of  EXCISES  cwpder'd,  with  Regard  to  tbt 
Prafiice  of  Helland,  and  in  Vitui  to  A  Land-Tax. 

Have  now  diftin&ly  confider'd  all  the 
Letter-writer"1!  Arguments  for  Excifes,  as 
well  as  his  Objections  againft  Duties  on 
Importation,  excepting  only  two ;  which 
are  fo  link'd  together  in  his  Difcourfe, 
that  I  chofe  to  referve  them  for  a  par- 
ticular Eflay. 

He  tells  us,  that  our  Liberties  can  be  in  no  Dagger 
from  fuch  Excites ;  but  may  be  as  fafe  in  this  Kingdom, 
as  in  the  Rfpu6lictofllo\\znd,  under  the  fame  Regula- 
tions ;  and  the  Drift  of  his  whole  Pamphlet  is  to  prove 
that  E.vcifes,  in  general,  are  preferable  to  a  Land-Tax ; 
for  which  He  likcwife  produces  the  Example  and  Au- 
thority of  Holland. 

In  Anfwer  to  This,  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  in  the 
fii  ft  Place,  that  though  Holland  juay  be  juftly  callM  a 
free  State,  when  compared  with  the  abfelute 'Govern- 
ments round  about  it,  yet  I  cannot  agree  that  it  ought 
to  be  compared  with  the  Conttiuition  of  Great  Britain, 
a*  long  as  We  are  able  to  preicrve  it  pure  and  uncorrupt 
in  all  its  Parts. 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Temple  (  whofe  Authority  hath  been  of- 
ten quoted  on  both  Sides,  as  an  excellent  Writer )  ob- 
ferves  very  juftly,  that  this  flomacbful  People,  who 
could  not  endure  the  haft  Exercije  of  arbitrary  Power, 
or  Impofttions,  or  the  Sight  of  any  foreign  Troops,  under 
the  Spanifh  Government,  have  been  Jinfe  inured  to  all 
ef  them,  in  the  bigbeft  Degree,  under  their  own  popu- 
lar Magiftrates ;  bridled  toitb  hard  Laws,  terriffd  with 
fcvere  Executions,  vaviroifd  with  foreign  Force?,  and 
opprefid  witb  the  mo/l  cruel  Hardfhips  and  Variety  of 
Taxes,  that  was  ever  known  under  any  Government. 

It  is  therefore  a  very  extraordinary  Propofal,  to  re- 
duce us  to  the  fame  hard  Condition  with  our  Neigh- 
bours in  Holland,  and  fufficiently  denotes  the  Modeity 
of  the  Projectors  ;  but  I  believe  They  will  find  it  as 
difficult  to  eftablifh  the  fame  Regulations  here,  as  to 
make  the  People  of  Great  Britain  in  Love  with  the  Go- 
vernment oi  Ho  II and,  or  to  throw  oft"  all  Regard  for  the 
happy  Confutation  of  their  own  Country! 

In  the  next  Place,  it  is  proper  to  enquire  into  the 
Reasons  which  make  the  People  of  Holland  fubmit  (o 
thele  Severities  of  Government.  Now  thefe  arife,  as 
the  fame  Author  informs  us,  from  the  Simplicity  and 
Modejly  of  their  Magiftrates,  in  their  Way  of  Living  ; 
which  do  not  exceed  the  Cuftoms  of  the  common  Mer- 
chants and  Burghers  of  the  Town. He  tells  us  1  ike- 
wile,  that  the  Way  to  OfSce  and  Authority  lies  through 
-  tkcfe  Qualities,  which  acquire  the  gener*!  Ejheta  of 'the 
People  ;  that  no  M-:H  is  exempted  from  the  Danger  and 
Current  of  the  Laws  ;  that  Soldiers  are  confined  to 
Frontier  Garrifons ;  (the Guard  ^Inland,  or  Trading 
Towns,  being  left  to  the  Burghers  tbetnfe/ves  ; )  a;ul 
that  no  great  Rubes  are  feen  to  enter  l>y  publick  Pay- 
ments into  private  Purfes,  either  to  ra'fe  Families^  or 
to  fied  the  prodigal  Expences  of  vain,  extravagant  and 
luxurious  Men  ;  but  all  p^blick  Monies  are  apply  d  to 
th  Safety,  Greattiefs,  or  Honour  of  the  St^te  ;  arid  tie 
E  3  Magulnues 
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Magiilrates  tbemfeh'es  bear  an  equal  Share  in  all  the 
Burthens  They  impofe. 

Whenever  therefore  our  great  Men  will  be  pleafed  to 
adopt  the  parfimonious  Maxims  of  their  Brethren  in 
Holland,  and  reduce  Themfelves  to  fome  Degree  of 
Equality  with  their  Fellow-Subje£b,  it  maybe  an  En- 
couragement for  us  to  iubmit  to  the  Jame  Rfgulations  ; 
but  whilft  We  fee  Them  rolling  in  Wealth,  Luxury 
and  Grandeur,  it  is  the  moft  provoking  Infnlt  to  be 
told,  that  We  ought  to  be  bridled  like  die  People  of 
Holland. 

Befides,  I  have  been  informed  that  the  Dutch  Ex  fifes 
differ  very  materially,  in  fome  Particulars,  from  Tho!e 
already  eftablifh'd  in  England ;  for  in  feveral  imported 
Commodities,  (fuch  as  Wine,  Tea,  Coffee,  &c.)  every 
Man  is  tax'd  at  fo  much  a  Year,  according  to  his  Fa- 
mily and  Manner  of  Living,  by  the  Magiftrates  of  the 
Town,  in  which  He  lives,  unlefs  He  makes  Oath  that 
He  ufes  none ;  but  no  Officers  are  allow'd  to  enter  his 
Houfe,  which  is  look'd  upon  as  his  Sanffuary  ;  and  con- 
fequently  They  have  no  Power,  or  Influence,  in  the 

Election  of  Magiftrates. 1  am  far  from  mentioning 

This  wuh  any  Defign  of  recommending  the  fame  Me- 
thod of  Taxation  in  England ;  and  am  ready  to  give 
my  Reafans  againft  it,  whenever  fuch  a  Scheme  fhall  be 
brought  on  the  Carpet. 

The  Letter-writer's  Argument  againft  Land-Taxes, 
taken  from  the  Example  of  Holland,  is  ftill  more  falla- 
cious ;  for  the  Circumftances  of  the  two  Nations  are  fb 
vaitly  different,  that  no  jult  Conclufions  can  be  drawn 
from  one  to  the  other.  Great  Britain  hath  a  Product 
within  itfelf,  not  only  fufficient  to  maintain  its  own 
People,  but  to  fpare  for  otter  Countries  ;  whereas  the 
Produft  of  Holland  will  not  maintain,  as  Mr.  de  Witt 
allows,  one  eighth  Part  of  irs  Inhabitants.  Great  Bri- 
tain hath,  befides  its  Product,  ManufaSures  of  various 
Kinds,  Fijberies.  and  Mm  of  Lead,  Tin,  Coffer  and 

Cuff, 
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Coals,  not  only  for  its  own  Ufe,  but  exports  them  in 
great  Quantities  to  foreign  Countries ;  whereas  the  Dutch 
Manufactures  are  neither  fo  many,  nor  fo  great.  They 
have  no  Mines,  and  as  They  are  obliged  to  purchafe 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  common  Neceffaries  of  Life  from, 
their  Neighbours,  fo  the  Income,  which  maintains  the 
Government,  as  well  as  enriches  the  People,  ariles  from 
their  Trade,  Fijberj,  and  Freight  of  Ships. 

Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  to  ar- 
gue for  Excifes  here  from  -the  Practice  of  Holland', 
where  the  vart  Difproportion  of  Land  to  the  Number  of 
the  Inhabitants  makes  them  abfolutely  necefTary  for  the 
Support  of  the  Government. 

I  might,  in  this  Place,  complain  of  popular  Preju- 
dices with  more  Juftice  and  Propriety  than  the  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  Side  of  the  £>ueftion  ;  for  the  grievous 
Burthen,  which  the  Freeholders  of  Great  Britain  have 
been  obliged  to  bear  for  above  forty  Years  paft,  hath 
certainly  prepoflefsM  Them  as  ftrongly  againft  a  Land- 
Tax  as  the  common  People  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  againft 
Excifes  ',  but  with  Pleafure  1  obferve  that  there  is  no 
Occafion  to  make  any  fuch  Apologies,  or  Complaints ; 
fmce  whatever  Opinions  fome  of  the  Land-Owners  might 
formerly  entertain  on  this  Subjecl,  They  feem  to  be 
fully  convinced  of  their  Miftake  ;  for  I  do  not  meet 
with  any  Body,  except  the  Projection  and  their  Adi>&- 
rates,  who  difcover  any  Inclination  to  this  Scheme,  how- 
ever it  may  be  gilded  over  with  the  plaufible  Pretence 
of  relieving  Them  from  the  Land-Tax.  They  now  fee 
the  Hook  through  the  Bait,  and  are  too  wife  to  bite  at 
it  any  longer. 

I  mail  endeavour  to  confirm  Them  in  this  wife 
Difpolition  and  right  Way  of  judging,  for  their  own 
Intereit,  by  the  excellent  Reafonings  of  Mr.  Locke  on 
the  fame  Subjeft. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  Cauies,  which  raife,  or  depreciate 
the  Value  of  Land,  He  makes  the  following  Obferva- 
tions. 

-••    "  "When 
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"  When  a  Nation,  i&  running  to  Decay  and 
'*  Ruin,  the  Mercba?it  and  moneyed  Man,  do  what 
*'  y6u  can,  will  be  fure  to  flarve  kit.  Obferve  it 
«'  where  you  will,  the  Decays,  that  come  upon  and 
«  bring  to  Ruin  any  Country,  do  conftantly  firrt  fall 
«<  on  LAND;  and  though  the  Country  Gentlemanly 
V  not  very  forward  to  think  fo,  yet  This  nevertheless 
"  is  an  undoubted  Truth,  that  He  is  more  concern'd  in 
"  Trade,  and  ought  to  take  a  greater  Care  that  it  be 
"  well  managed  and  prefcrved  than  even  the  MER- 
"  CHANT  himfelf ;  for  He  will  certainly  find,  when  a 
««  Decay  of  Trade  hath  carry 'd  away  one  Part  of  our 
«'  Money  out  'of  the  Kingdom,  and  "the  other  is  kept  in 
«'  the  Merchants  and  Trade /'men's  Hands,  that  no  Laws 
"  He  can  make,  nor  any  little  Arts  of  Jbifting  Property 
",  amongft  ourfehes,  will  bring  it  back  to  Him  again  ; 
"  but  his  Rents-will  fall  and  his  Income  every  Day  lef- 
"  fen,  -till  general  Induftry  and  Frugality,  join'd  to  a 
"  well-ordered  Trade,  mail  reilore  to  the  Kingdom  the 
"  Riches  and  Wealth  it  had  formerly. 

"  This  by  the  Way,  if  well  confider'd,  might  let  us 
"  fee  that  Taxes,  however  contrived,  and  out  of  whofe 
"  Hands  foever  immediately  taken,  do  in  a  Country, 
"  where  their  great  Fund  is  in  Land,  for  the  moll  Part 
"  terminate  upon  Land.  Whatfcever  the  Pe-.ple  is 
«'  chiefly  maintain'd  by,  That  the  Government  fupports 
«'  itfelf  on.  Nay,  perhaps  it  will  be  found  that  tbofe 
•*  Taxes,  which^feem  Icaft  to  affeft  Lan/l,  will  moil 
"  furely  of  all  other?  fall  the  Rents.  This  wouid  de- 
"  ferve  to  bc'well  confidcr'd,  in  the  railing  oiTaxes, 
"  left  the  Ncgleft  of  it  bring  upon  the  Country  Gentle- 
"  man  an  Evil,  which  He  \\ill  be  fure  quicU'y  to  feel, 
«'  but  not  be.  able  very  quickly  to  remedy  ;  for  Rents, 
"  ohce  fallen, l  arc  not  caiily  railed  again  A  ^x  laid 
'*  upon  Laid  feen.s  hard  to  the  Land-bolder,  becau!e 
"  it  is  fo  much  Money  going  vifibly  out  of  his  Pocket ; 
**  and  therefore,  as  an  Eafe  to  Him  c'f,  the  L.-u. 
«'  is  always  forward  to  lay  it  upon  Commodities  ;  but  if 
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"  He  will  thoroughly  confider  it  and  examine  the  Ef- 
"  fefts,  He  will  find  He  buys  this  feeming  Eafe  at  a 
"  very  dear  Rate ;  and  though  He  pays  not  this  Tax 
"  immediately  out  of  his  own  Purfe,  yet  his  Purfe  will 
"  find  it  by  a  greater  Want  of  Money  there  at  the  End 
"  of  rhe  Year  thin  That  comes  to,  with  the  leflening 
**  cf  bis  Rents  to  boot;  which  is  a  fettled  and  lading 
"  Evil,  that  will  Hick  upon  Him  beyond  the  prefent 
tf  Payment. 

He  then  puts  a  Cafe,  adapted  to  the  Circumftances  of 
the  Times,  in  which  He  wrote  ;  but  it  will  equally 
ferve  to  illuftrate  the  present  Argument. 

"  But  fuppofe,  fays  He,  to  fhift  off  the  Burthen  from 
"  the  Land,  fome  Country  Gentlemen  fhould  think  fit  to 
*'  raife  the.'e  three  Millions  (a  Sum  fuppofed  to  be  wanted 
"  at  that  Tine )  upon  Commodities^  to  let  the  Land  go 
"  free.     Firft,  it  is  to  be  conftder'd,  that  iince  the  pub- 
"  lick  Wants  require  three  Millions,  and  fo  much  muft 
ie  go  into  the  Kings  Coffers,  or   elfe   the  Neceffities  of 
the  Government  will  not  be  fupply'd,     that  lor  rai- 
fmg  thefe   three  Millions  on  Commodities,  and  bring- 
ing fo  much  into  the  Exchequer,  there  mult   go  a 
great  deal  more  than  three  Millions  out  of  the  £^- 
jefts  Pockets  ;  for  a  Tax  of  that  Nature  cannot  be  le- 
'  vy'd   by  Officers,  to  watch  every  little   Rivulet  of 
"  Trade,  without  a   great  Charge,  efpecially  at  firft 
"  Tryal.     But  fuppofing  no  more  Charge  in  raifmg  it 
«'  than  of  a  Land-Tax,  and  that  there  are  only  three 
"  Millions  to  be  paid  ;  it  is  evident  that  to  do  This  out 
'*  of  Commodities,    they  muft  to  the  Confumer  be  railed 
*'  a  Quarter   in  their  Price  ;  fo   that  every  Thing   to 
Him,  that  ufes  it,  mult  be   a  Quarter  dearer.     Let 
us  lee  now  who  at  long  Run  mult  -p^this  Quarter •, 
and  where  it  will  light.     Tis  plain  the  Merchant 
and  Broker  neither   will  nor  can  ;  for   if  He  pays  a 
Quarter  more  for  Commodities  than  He  did,  He  will 
fell  them  at  a  Price  proportionally  raifed.     The  poor 
Labourer  and  Handier  aft/man  cannot;  for  He  juft 

'«  lives 
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"  lives  from  Hand  to  Mouth  already  ;  and  all  his  Food, 
"  Cloathing  and  Utenfils  coiling  a  Quarter  more  than 
"  they  did  before  ;  either  his  Wages  muft  rife  with 
"  the  Price  of  Things,  to  make  Him  live  ;  or  elfe,  not 
"  being  able  to  maintain  HimfeJf  and  Family  by 'his 
"  Labour,  He  comes  to  the  Parijb  ;  and  then  tint  Land 
tl  bears  the  Burthen  an  heavier  Way.  If  the  Labctt- 
tf  rer's  Wages  be  raifed,  in  Proportion  to  the  hicreafed 
"  Rates  of~Tbings,  the  Farmer,  who  pays  a  Quarter 
"  more  for  Wages,  as  well  as  all  other  Things,  whilft 
"  He  fells  his  Corn  and  Wooll  either  at  the  fame  Rate, 
"  orkAyer,  at  the  Market,  (fince  the  Tax  laid  upon 
"  it  makes  People  lefs  fonvard  to  buy)  muft  either 
"  have  his  Rent  abated,  or  elfc  break  and  run  away  in 
'*•  his  Landlord's  Debt ;  and  fo  the  yearly  Value  of  the 
«'  Land  is  brought  down  ;  and  who  then  pays  the  Tax, 
"  at  the  Year's  End,  but  the  Landlord  ? 

A  little  farther  He  tells  us,  that  "  HOLLAND  is 
"  brought  as  an  Inftance  for  laying  the  Charge  of  the 
"  Publick  upon  Trade;  and  it  is  poffible  (excepting 
"  fome  few  fmall  free  Towns}  the  only  Place  in  the 
"  World,  that  could  be  brought  to  favour  this  Way  ; 
"  but  yet,  when  examined,  will  be  found  to  fhew  the 
"  quite  contrary,  and  be  a  clear  Proof  that,  lay  the 
"  Taxes  where  you  will,  Land  every  where,  in  Pro- 
"  portion,  bears  the  greater  Share  of  the  Burthen.  The 
"  publick  Charge  of  the  Government,  it  is  faid,  is,  in 
"  the  united  Provinces,  laid  on  Trade.  I  grant  it  is, 
"  the  greateft  Part  of  it ;  but  is  the  Land  excufed,  or 
"  eafed  by  it?  By  no  means;  but,  on  the  contrary,  fo 
"  loaded,  that  in  many  Places  Half,  in  others,  a  Quar- 
"  ter,  in  others  one  Eighth  of  the  yearly  Value  does  rot 
"  come  into  the  Owner's  Pocket ;  and,  if  I  have  not 
"'  been  mifmform'd,  the  Land,  in  fome  Places,  will  not 
*'  pay  the  Taxes',  fo  that  We  may  fay,  that  the  Charge 
"  of  the  Government  came  not  upon  Commodities,  till 
"  the  Land  could  not  bear  it.  The  Burthen  unavoidt- 
"  ably  iettles  upon  the  Land  firft>  and  when  it  hath 

•'  prefi'd 
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prefs'd  it  fo,  that  it  can  yield  no  more,  Trade  muft 

-be  brought  in  Aid,   to  help  to  fupport  the  Govern- 

1  ment,  rather  than  let  All  fink  ;  but  the  firft  Strefs  is 

:  always  upon  Land ;  and  as  far  as  That  will  reach,  it 

is  unavoidably  carry'd,   lay    your  Taxes  how  yo*u 

will.     It  is  known  what   a  Share  of  the  publick 

Charges  of   the  Government  is  fupported   by  the 

Trade  of  Amfterdam  alone.     As  I  remember  that  one 

Town  pays  Thirty -fix  in  the  Hundred  of  all  the  pub- 

:  lick  Taxes  raifed  in  the  united  Provinces ;  but  are 

the  Lands  of  Guelderland  eafed  by  it  ?  Let  any  one 

fee  in  that  Country  of  Land,  more  than  Trade,  what 

They  make  clear  of  their  Revenues,  and  whether  the 

Country  Gentlemen  there  grow   rich  on   their  Land, 

:  whilft  the  Merchant,  having  the  Taxes  laid   on  his 

:  Commerce,  is  impoverifh'd.     On  the  contrary,  Guel- 

'  derland  is  fo  low  and  out  of  Cam,  that  Amfterdam 

•  hath  been  fain,  ,for  many  Years,  to  lay  down  the 

:  Taxes  for  Them ;  which  is,   in  Effect,  to  pay  the 

r  Taxes  of  Guelderland  too. 

"  Struggle  and  contrive  as  you  will ;  lay  your  Taxes 
"  as  you  pleafe  ;  the  Traders  will  Ihift  it  off  from  their 
"  own  Gain  ;  the  Merchants  will  bear  the  leaft  Part  of 
"  it,  and  grow  poor  laft.  In  Holland  itfelf,  where 
"  Trade  is  lo  loaded,  who,  I  pray,  grows  richeft  ;  the 
"  Land-holder,  or  the  Trader  ?  Which  of  Them  is 

'+  pinch 'd  and  wants  Money  moft  ? •  A  Country 

"  may  thrive,  the  Country  Gentleman  grow  rich,  and 
"  his  Rents  increafc,  ( for  it  hath  been  fo  here]  whilft  the 
"  Land  is  tax'd  ;  but  I  challenge  any  one  to  mew  me 
"  a  Country,  wherein  there,  is  any  confiderable  Charge 
"  raifed,  where  the  Land  does  not  moft  fenfibly  feel  it, 
"  and  in  Proportion  bear  much  the  greater  Part  of  it. 

I  believe  the  Reader  will  not  look  upon  thefe  Quota- 
tions as  tedious,  or  unneceflary,  though  they  have 
fwell'd  my  Paper  -to  fuch  an  unufual  Length.  For 
my  Part,  they  feem  fo  very  appofite  to  the  Purpofe, 
ib  clear,  full,  and  even  demonitrative,  that  if  the  grie- 
vous 
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vous  Load  of  a  long-continued  Land-Tax  mould  have  ftill 
left  fome  Prejudices  in  the  Minds  of  the  Britijh  Free- 
holders, a  due  Attention  to  the  Scope  and  Force  of  theft 
Arguments  muft,  I  think,  root  them  up  and  intirely 
diffipate  them  away. 

Thefe  Gentlemen  would  likewiie  do  well  to  confider 
that  although  They  have  long  groan'd  under  thePrefTure 
of  a  Land-fax,  yet  it  hath  been  continued  only  from 
Year  to  Year,  for  the  current  Expences  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  as  there  is  a  great  Number  of  the  moil  con- 
fiderable  Land-holders  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  it 
may  be  reafonably  fuppoled  that  They  will  lay  hold  of 
the  firft  Opportunity  to  ea(e  Themfelves  from  this 
Burthen.  Whereas  We  are  taught  by  Experience  that 
Excifes  commonly  become  perpetual,  even  almoft  with- 
out Exception,  when  they  are  once  laid  ;  and  as  this 
Scheme  is  defign'd  only  to  fupply  the  Neceffities  of  the 
Government,  in  Time  of  Peace,  fo  the  Projectors  will, 
I  fear,  have  Recourfe  to  a  Land-Tax,  upon  the  firft  ex- 
traordinary Occafion  either  at  home  or  abroad,  without 
giving  up  a  Shilling  of  the  Excije  ;  and  then  I  think 
the  Freeholders  of  Great  Britain  cannot  be  in  a  worfe 
Condition,  unlefs  the  Projectors  mould  think  fit,  in  their 
great  Wifdom,  to  collect  the  Land-Tax  alfb  by  the 
Laws  of  Excije. 

It  will  be  iaid,  perhap?,  that  the  Parliament  hath  it 
in  their  Power  to  reduce  the  Excije,  whenever  it  grow* 
exorbitant",  or  burthenfome  ;  but  This  I  deny,  if  it 
mould  be  made  perpetual ;  for,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  They 
cannot  do  it  without  the  Confent  of  the  Crown  ;  and  I 
think  it  fomewhat  improbable  that  the  Court  will  ever 
part  with  fuch  a  Jewel,  as  long  as  They  can  keep  it. 

Befides,  all  Attempts  to  diminifh  any  Revenue,  when 
once  granted,  are  thought  invidious,  and  treated  as 
Marks  of  Difaffeftion  to  the  Government  itfclf.  This 
deters  many  Pcrfons  from  joining  in  any  fuch  Attempt?, 
and  others  are  prevail' d  on  by  Goodnature,  plaufible 
Pretences,  or  Applications  of  a  worfe  Kind ;  fo  that 

the 
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the  only  wife  Method  of  keeping  the  Crown  within  its 
proper  Bounds,  is  to  fuppreis  all  Incroachments  in 
their  Birth. 

Laftly,  let  it  be  confider'd  that  if  the  Crown  fhould 
ever  obtain  a  /landing  Revenue,  fufficient  to  defray  all 
the  ordinary  Expences  of  the  Government,  ( and  Nobody 
can  pretend  to  fay  what  a  general Exclfe  may  produce) 
what  Occalion  will  there  be  for  the  Parliament  to  meet 
at  all,  unlefs  upon  extraordinary  Emergences  ? 

As  I  chofe  to  illuftrate  and  ftrengthen  the  former  Part 
of  this  Paper  with  the  Authorities  of  Sir  William  Temple 
and  Mr.  Locke,  it  may  be  proper  to  acquaint  the  Reader 
that  what  I  have  faid  kft  is  as  ftrongly  fupported  by  the 
Reafonings  of  Mr.  Hampden,  who  prefers  a  Land-Tax, 
or  even  the  Revival  of  the  Chimney-Money,  to  any  Kind 
of  new  Excifes ;  which  mult  end,  as  He  abierves  very 
jullly,  in  a  ge neral  Excije. 

He  concludes  his  Confederations  on  this  Subjett,  as  I 
fhall  do  at  prefent,  in  the  following  remarkable  Words. 

"  One  Thing,  I  think,  all  are  for ;  the  preferving 
*!  of  the  Con/tit ution,  and  the  maintaining  our  Liberty, 
f<  for  the  Sake  whereof  all  this  Money  is  to  be  raifed ; 
'«  and  That  is  All,  which  I  am  pleading  for.  Let  no 
"  Man  be  milled  by  a  Pretence  of  Convenience,  or  tfif- 
"  burtbcning  bis  Land  /;;  this  Way  of  Taxing.  All 
*'  Thofe  are  miftaken  Arguments ;  and  though  they 
"  were  not  .ib  ;  though  all  the  Conveniences  in  the 
"  World  were  to  be  found  in  this  new  Method ;  though 
«'  there  were  ever  fo  great  Enfe  to  our  Lands  in  it ;  yet 
*«  the  fingle  Confid'eration  of  what  the  Nation  hazards 
"  in  giving  a  Revenue,  that  probably  will  never  be  dif- 
"  continued,  and  the  Danger,  to  which  the  'Liberties  of  ' 
"  the  Kingdom  will  be  expofed,  if  ever  the  Crotvnjball 
' '  be  rich  enough  to  gwern  WIIHOUTPARLIAMENTS, 
"  is  abundantly  fufficient  to  over-bailance  whatever  can 
«'  be  alledged  to  the  contrary  fiomTopicks  of  prefeut 
*'  Eafe,  or  private  Inter  eft.  The  CONSTITUTION*, 
"  the  CONSTITUTION  is  pur  Happinefs.  Let  any 

•  Vo  L.  X.  F  **  Inconveniences 
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"  Inctnveniences  be  fubmitted  to,  rather  than  That  be 
"  brought  into  Danger.  We  ftand  upon  a  needlefs 
"  Point.  The  Revenue  of  the  Crown  is  fo  very  high 
"  already,  that  one  Remove  more  does  our  Bufineis. 
"  England  can  never  be  undone,  but  by  its  own  Cor- 
"  fent.  Have  a  Care  then  of  giving  that  fatal  Cos- 
"  fent.  We  have  hitherto  been  the  Envy  of  all  our 
•'  Neighbours  for  our  Liberties,  and  the  Privileges  We 
««  enjoy ;  the  greateft  of  which  is  being  governed  by 
"  L/ttvs,  made  by  our  cii'n  Reprefentatives.  All  We 
"  have  is  owing  to  the  Prefervation  of  Parliaments, 
*'  and  making  their  frequent  Meetings  neceffhry.  Let 
««  Taxes  be  laid  fo,  that  they  may  ceafe  with  their 
•'  Caufe,  and  fo  Parliaments  may  not  become  unnecef- 
•'  fary.  —  I  lhall  flop  here,  and  lay  no  more  concerning 
«'  a  Land-Tax,  becaufe  this  Paper  is  too  long  already  ; 
**  and  becaulc  my  chief  Intent  in  writing  it,  as  I  faid 
*'  before,  was  not  fo  much  to  urge  Arguments  for  a 
"  LAND-TAX,  as  to  offer  fome  Confiderations,  which 
"  might  fliew  the  Danger  of  a  GENERAL  EXCISE. 

D. 


.  SATURDAY,  Decem.  16,   1732. 


The  general  Argument  againft  EXCISES  concluded 
and  fuwm'd  up. 

AVING  now  gone  through  the  feveral 
Branches  of  the  Argument  againft  EX- 
CISES, I  fliall  leave  the  Merchants  to 
defend  their  own  Caure,  as  They  may 
judge  proper,  when  the  Particulars  of 
the  Scheme  are  more  fully  explain'd  ; 
and  J  cannot  conceal  my  §atiifaclion,  upon  oblcrving 

that 
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that  what  I  have  written  upon  this  Subjeft  feems  agreea- 
ble to  the  Sentiments  of  thofe  Gentlemen  ;  for  the  fea- 
fonable  Refolutions,  which,"  I  am  told,  They  have 
lately  taken  to  oppofe  an  Excife,  under  any  Shape,  by 
all  dutiful  and  lawful  Methods,  are  fufncient  to  jufiify 
the  Courfe  of  thefe  Papers,  and  to  convince  the  World 
that  I  have  not  endeavour'd  to  alarm  Them  without 
juft  Grounds. 

My  chief  Delign  in  this  Enquiry  was  to  give  the 
Publick  a  full  State  of  the  Subject,,  in  general,  without 
entering  into  any  Particulars  ;  and  therefore  I  would 
not  luffer  the  Thread  of  my  Argument  to  be  inter- 
rupted by  any  of  thofe  Objections  to  if,  which  have 
been  thrown  out  in  fome  daily  Papers  ;  for  though  I 
promi:ed  to  confider  every  Thing  of  Weighty  that  Jbould 
be  urged  on  tbe  other  Side,  it  can'.iot  be  expected  that  I 
fhould  turn  immediately  out  of  the  Road,  to  combat 
fuch  Adverfaries  as  have  hitherto  appear'd  againit  Me. 
Nay,  I  believe  the  Prcjeftors.  themfelves  would  be  very 
unwilling  to  have  it  thought  that  the  Strefs  of  their 
Argument  lies  in  tbcfe  Papers ;  and  therefore  I  chufe  to 
wait  a  Week  or  two  longer,  in  Expectation  of  feeing 
the  Subject  undertaken  by  fome  abler  and  better  in- 
Jlrufted  Hands.  However,  if  it  fhould  appear  that 
the  Prcje flora  are  revived  to  purfue  their  Scheme,  and 
reit  the  Merits  of  it  on  the  Writings  of  thefe  Gentlemen, 
the  Force  of  their  Objections  mall  be  conlider'd  in  due 
Time;  and  if  They  have  nothing  in  Referve,  much 
more  to  the  Purpofe  than  what  They  have  already 
produced,  They  will  be  fo  far  from  having  any  Reafon 
to  triumph,  that  my  Argument  will  appear  with  new 
Strength  and  Luftre  upon  fuch  an  Examination. 

For  this  Reafon,  I  hope  my  Correfpondents  will  not 
take  it  ill  that  I  have  hitherto  made  fo  little  Ufe  of 
thofe  Papers,  with  which  They  have  already  favour'd 
Me  ;  for  They  will  eafily  perceive,  from  what  I  have 
{aid,  that  I  reierve  them  for  another  Occafion ;  and  if 
They  will  pleafe  to  furni/h  Me  with  any  farther  L  ^rite, 
F  z  The/ 
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They  may  depend  on  my  paying  them  all  proper  Re- 
gard, as  far  as  they  concur  with  the  Defign  of  this 
Undertaking,  and  will  ferve  to  clear  up  the  Point  in 
Diipute. 

In  the  mean  Time,  it  will  be  proper  to  recapitulate 
the  Subllance  of  my  general  Argument,  as  it  hath  been 
deduced  in  the  preceding  Papers,  and  lay  it  in  one 
View  before  the  Publick. 

Firft  then,  it  appears  that  as  the  Profperity,  Riches 
and  Strength  of  this  Nation  depend  on  Trade,  fo  all 
poffible  Encouragement  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Pro- 
fecutioa  of  it ;  and  the  Merchant,  or  Trader,  being  the 
moft  ufeful  Member  of  the  Commonwealth,  hath  a 
Right,  at  leaft,  to  the  common  Privileges  of  his  Fel- 
low-Subjefts ;  whereas  no  Per'on,  under  the  Laws  of 
Excife,  can  be  properly  call'd  a  Freeman,  or  an  Englijb- 
man,  being  deprived  of  that  great  and  fundamental 
Privilege  of  Magna  Cbarta,  a  Trial  by  Juries,  and  fub- 
ieftect  to  the  arbitrary  Determination  of  Court-Officers, 
who  are  not  only  Profecutors,  Evidence  and  Judges  in 
their  own  Caufe,  but,  being  abfolutely  dependent  on 
the  Crown,  for  the  Continuance  of  their  Places,  may  be 
tempted,  in  bad  Reign?,  to  give  unjuft  Sentences  againft 
particular  Men,  in  order  to  gratify  the  Malice,  or 
Avarice,  of  a  corrupt  Minifler.  Nor  is  This  the  only 
bad  Circumfrance  of  Ex  fifes,  with  Regard  to  Trade  ; 
for  no  Man  can  properly  call  his  Goods  his  own,  even 
after  the  Duty  is  paid,  being  always  liable  to  the  In- 
quifition  of  1st  fie  Oncers,  who  too- often  think  it  their 
Duty  to  be  as  vexatious  as  poilible ;  nor  can  the 
Trader  difpofe  of  them  without  a  Permit  from  one  of 
tbeff  Officers ;  which,  beiides  the  Fatigue  to  Himlelf,- 
and  the  Air  of  Slavery,  that  it  carries  along  with  it, 
muft  prove"  very  prejudicial  to  the  Courie  of  his 
Bufmefs. 

-  It  hath  likewife  been  proved  (I  think,  beyond 
.Difpute)  that  Excifes  affedl  the  Caufe  of  Liberty  in 
gem.*],  as  well  as"  the  particular  Intereft  of  Trades 

which 
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which  have,  indeed,  a  mutual  Dependence  on  each 
other ;  for  the  vart  Number  of  civil  Officers,  which 
the  Execution  of  fuch  a  Scheme  will  necefiary  fpread 
through  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  mud  confequently 
have  a  very  great  Influence  in  the  Eleftion  of  Members 
toferve  in  Parliament',  on  the  Freedom  and  Indepen- 
dency of  which  the  Welfare  of  the  whole  Nation, 
the  Liberties  of  the  People,  and  the  very  Being  of  the 
Conftuution  absolutely  depend. 

I  have  alfo  traced  the  Origin  of  Ex  fifes,  as  far  as 
Hiltory  gives  us  any  clear  Light  into  them,  and  fhewn 
by  what  Methods  they  were  firft  introduced  into  thefe 
Parts  of  Europe;  from  whence  it  appears  that  they  have 
conftamly  been  the  Forerunners  of  arbitrary  Fewer,  and 
were  never  fufter'd  in  any  free  Country,  till  Convulfions 
in  Government,  and  preffing  Exigences  of  St.ue  have 
made  them  neceflary.  It  is  likewife  evident  from  this 
Enquiry  that  they  have  been  feldom  or  never  laid  afide, 
when  once  railed,  though  under  the  moft  plaufible  Pre- 
tences and  Promifcs  that  they  were  intended  only  to 
fupply  a  prefent  Necejfity,  and  mould  be  taken  off  again, 
as  loon  as  the  Occajion  ceafed. 

From  thence  I  proceeded  to  the  Nature  of  a  general 
Excife  ;  and  have,  I  believe,  convinced  every  difinte- 
refted  Man  in  England  that  the  Execution  of  tbisSfbeme 
can  end  in  nothing  lefs  than  fach  a  general,  extended 
Tax,  in  whatever  Senfe  it  may  be  underftood  ;  efpecial« 
Jy,  if  We  confider  the  Multiplicity  of  Excifes,  both 
on  native  and  imported  Commodities,  already  eitablifh'd 
in  this  Kingdom,  which  have  begun  to  infmuate 
themfelves  into  private  Families,  as  well  as  publick 
Houfes.  It  hath  been  proved,  at  leaft,  that  tbisProjeft 
hath  a  dircft  and  immediate  Tendency  to  fitch  a  general 
Excife,  as  hath  been  conftamly  oppofed  by  the  belt 
Engiijbmen  in  all  Age?,  particularly  fmce  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  leems  calculated  to  bring  a  LORD-DANE  (as 
Mr.  Hampden  obfervcs)  into  every  one  of  eur  Families. 

F  3  Having 
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Having  made  thefe  Remarks  on  Excifes  in  general, 
and  the  Scheme  now  in  Agitation,  with  Regard  to  the 
Trade,  Liberties  and  Conllhution  of  Gnat  Britain,  I 
proceeded  to  the  Inter-writer's  Objeflions  again/} 
Duties  on  Importation,  under  the  feveral  Articles  of 
Drawbacks,  Premiums  on  prompt  Payment,  Charges  of 
Commit/ion,  Frauds,  Smuggling,  &c.  and  I  flatter  my  fe!f 
that  I  have  evinced  the  Fallacy,  or  Falfhood  of  all  his 
Arguments  and  Aflertions  on  theie  Heads,-  for  I  think- 
it  demonitrable  that  the  Converfion  of  the  Cuftoms  into 
Excifes  would  be  fb  far  from  remedying  any  of  there 
Evi's,  real  or  fuppofed,  that  it  muft  have  a  quite  con- 
trary Effect ;  and  the  Advantages  propofed  by  it  feem 
equally  groundlefs  and  chimerical.  The  People,  I  am 
fare,  can  receive  no  Eafe  from  fucb  a  Scheme,  ho\v- 
ever  the  Projectors  may  flatter  Them  with  it,  unlers 
Poverty  and  Slavery  are  to  be  eflcem'd  Bleffings ;  and  I 
leave  the  World  to  judge  whether  a  Decrease  of  Trade 
(which  is  the  natural  and  almoft  neceflary  Coniequence 
of  the  other)  is  likely  to  be  attended  with  an  Improve- 
ment of  the  Revenue.  But  fuppoiing  That  to  be  the 
Cafe,  I  hope  the  fingle  Confideration  of  fome  Advan- 
tage to  the  Crown  will  never  be  put  in  Competition 
with  the  Liberties  and  Conftitution  of  a  zvhole  Nation. 

ThePradlice  (^Holland  hath  been  fo  much  trumpeted 
in  our  Ears,  on  this  Occafion,  both  within  Doors  and 
without,  that  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  fhew  the  mon- 
ftrous  Inconclufivenefs  and  Abfurdity  of  fuch  Reafonings 
from  the  different  Circumftances  of  the  two  Nations,  in 
almoft  every  Particular.  I  have  likewife  obferved  that 
the  Excifes  of  Holland  differ  very  materially  from 
Thofe  in  England,  and  that  their  Officers  have  not  the 
fame  Power  to  fearch  Houres,  or  keep  the  People  under 
Subjeftion.  Indeed,  this  Argument,  drawn  from  the 
Ufe  of  Excifes  in  Holland,  is  fo  very  ridiculous,  as 
well  as  impolitick,  that  I  hope  the  Projcflors  and  their 
Advocates  will  h:.ve  the  Modefly  to  infill  upon  it  no 
longer;  but  We  miy  fee  from  hence  to  what  little 

Shifts 
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Shifts  Men  are  driven,  when  They  engage  in  Prcjefts, 
fo  contrary  to  the  Intereib  and  Inclinations  of  a  whole 
People. 

Laftly,  I  have  confider'd  this  Scheme  in  View  to  a 
Land-Tax  ;  the  Reduction,  or  Abolition  of  which  hath 
been  thrown  out  as  a  Bait  to  catch  weak  and  unthink- 
ing Minds  ;  but  I  hope  They  are  now  fufficiently  arm'd 
againft  fuch  a  Snare  by  the  Reafonings  of  Mr.  Locke 
and  Mr.  Hampden,  who  e  excellent  Judgment  and  good 
Senfe  have  been  as  little  difputed,  as  their  Zeal  and 
Affeftion  for  thofe  Prirciples  of  Liberty,  on  which  the 
prefent  Government  is  -fo  happily  eftablifli'd. 

I  have,  at  the  fame  Time,  taken  particular  Care  to 
prevent  any  Mifreprcfentation  of  my  Meaning,  as  if  I 
was  pleading  for  the  Continuance  of  a  Land-Tax ; 
which  is  fo  far  from  being  my  Defign,  that  I  have  all 
along  acknowledged  the  great  Hardfhip  of  it,  and  con- 
tended as  much  as  any  Man  for  a  RedttElion  of  our  Ex- 
fexces,  which  is  the  only  effectual  Way  of  eafing  the 
the  Britijh  Land-holders.  It  i.*,  indeed,  for  this  Rea/bn 
that  I  have  exerted  my  Endeavours  fo  ftrenuoufly  to 
prevent  the  Eftablimment  of  a  general  Excife,  which 
\vould  end  in  a  perpetual  Land-Tax  on  their  Eftates, 
under  another  Name,  infinitely  more  grievous  and 
burthenfome  than  was  ever  yet  felt  in  this  Kingdom. 

I  have  likewife  added  a  feafonable  Caution,  that  as 
a  general  Excife  will  certainly  be  permanent,  when 
once  obtain'd,  fo  the  Exemption  of  Land  will  be  only 
temporary  and  precarious;  perhaps,  for  a  Year  or  two 
only;  or  as  long  as  the  Affairs  of  Europe  may  continue 
in  their  prefent  State  of  Tranquilhy ;  but  it  is  ridicu'ous 
to  fuppofe  that  the  Projectors  will  not  have  Recourfe  to 
a  Land-Tax,  upon  the  firll  extraordinary  Occafion  for 
Money ;  and  thus  the  Freeholders  of  Great  Britain 
may  live  to  fee  Themielves  {addled,  with  totb  thefe 
Burthens  at  the  fame  Time.  - 

The  Reader  hath  now  the  Sum  of  my  Argument  in 
ene  View,  from  which  He  will  be  the  better  able  to 

judge 
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judge  of  the  feveral  Points,  on  which  it  is  founded, 
and  to  which  the  Advccates  for  Extifes  ought  to  give 
a  direft  Anfwer,  if  They  are  refolved  to  proceed  in  the 
Juftrfication  of  their  Scheme. 

But  I  hope  They  will  chufe  to  defift,  and  give  us 
one  Inftance  of  their  real  Concern  for  the  Principles  of 
Liberty,  and  the  Intereft  oftfatf  Country,  by  refufing  to 
facriftce  them,  in  fo  effential  a  Point,  for  any  lucrative 
Confederations. 

1  fhall  therefore  conclude  the  whole  with  obferving, 
that  if  this  Seb^me  hath  fuch  a  manifeft  Tendency  to  a 
general  Exeife,  or  to  bring  the  People  of  England  under 
the  Laws  and  Officers  ofExcife^  inOppou'tion  toMcgna 
Cbarta  icfe.'f  and  the  fundamental  Laws  of  our  Confti- 
tutlon  ;  if  it  is  of  fuch  pernicious  Confequence  to  the 
trade,  Manufafli/res  and  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom, 
and  cannot  poffi':!y  anfwer  one  good,  or  falutary  End 
propofed  by  it ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  will  put  a  hnifh- 
ing  Hand  to  all  our  Misfortunes,  and  deprive  us  of  our 
moft  diftinguifhing  Privileges  above  other  Nations  ;  if 
This,  I  fay,  fhould  appear  to  be  the  Cafe,  We  have 
Reafon  to  hope  that  our  Reprefentatives  in  Parl'ament 
will  reject  the  very  Propofal  of  fuch  a  Scheme  with  the 
utmoft  Indignation  ;  and  if  the  Projeclors  ftiould  con- 
tinue to  profecute  it,  in  Defiance  of  Reafon  and  againft 
the  general  Senfe  of  the  whole  People,  I  muft  leave  the 
World  to  judge  whether  it  will  not  be  an  undeniable 
Proof  that  They  are  more  foliichous  after  Power,  than 
the  Welfare  o£their  Country,  or  the  Honour  and  Hap, 
pinels  of  his  Majefly's  Government.  D. 
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feme  Confederations  on  the  Dangers  and  Oppr  efforts  of  a 
STANDING  ARMY. 

SHALL  now  proceed,  in  Purfuance  of 
a  late  Promife,  to  the  Confideration  of 
a  STANDING  ARMV,  and  will  exa- 
mine it  with  the  fame  Freedom  and 
Plainnefs  that  I  have  treated  the  Scheme 
of  Excifei ;  to  which  it  bears  fo  near  an 
Analogy,  that  the  Tranfition  is  too  natural  from  one  to 
the  other. 

This  Subject  hath,  indeed,  been  fo  often  and  fo  fully 
difcuffed,  on  feveral  Occafions  fmce  the  Revolution,  both 
within  Doors  and  without,  that  the  Examination  of  ity 
at  prefent,  may  be  thought  both  unnecefiary  and  fruit- 
lefs;  but  it  is  a  Point  of  fuch  Importance  to  the  Li- 
berties of  the  whole  Nation,  arid  the  veiy  Conftitution 
of  our  Government,  that  it  ought  to  be  perpetually 
rung  in  the  Ears  of  the  People,  and  never  given  up, 
whilir,  there  remains  the  leait  Hope,  or  Prolpeft,  of 
Deliverance.  Whatever  therefore  may  be  theSuccefs  of 
my  Endeavour?,  I  am  refolved  to  exert  them,  as"  far  as 
I  am  able,  againft  the  Ettablifhment  of  a  Power,  which 
I  apprehend  to  be  of  the  moft  grievous  Nature,  as  well 
as  the  moil  dangerous  and  terrible  Coafecpence  in  a 
free  Country. 

1  mall  confine  myfelf,  in  this  Difquifition,  to  the 
following  Points. 

i .  I  \vill  explain  the  Dangers  of  a  Jiandlng  Armjy 
in  general,  to  the  Conititution  of  a  free  Government. 

2.  I 
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2.  I  will  confider  whether  there  is  any  Neceffity,  at 
preient,   of  keeping  up  the  fame  Number  of  Forces  in 
this  Kingdom. 

3.  I  will  enquire  and  point  out  where  the  Strength 
cf  tbs  Nation  really  lies. 

I  am  induced  to  follow  this  Method,  not  only  for  the 
Sake  of  Brevity  and  Clearnefs,  but  bccaufe  I  find  it 
chalk'd  out  to  me  by  the  Author  of  the  Free-Brifon,  in. 
his  Papers  upon  this  Subject,  lait  March  ;  in  whi  h  He 
hath  done  little  more  than  reported  the  Sentiments  of 
his  Patron,  as  will  be  obvious  to  any  Body,  who  gives 
Himfelf  the  Trouble  of  comparing  bis  Papers  with  the 
Speech  of  that  honourable  Gentleman,  on  the  fame  Oc- 
cafion,  which  is  ilnce  made  publick.  This,  indeed,  is 
his  ufual  Manner  of  writing  on  all  Subjects,  which  fell 
under  the  Deliberation  of  Parliament ;  and  for  this  Pur- 
pofe  He  fatigues  Himfelf  (as  He  is  pleafed  to  exprefs 
it)  with  [Attendances  in  either  Hottfe.  I  muft  therefore 
defire  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side  to  excufe  me  for 
taking  the  fame  Liberty  with  their  Arguments,  which 
are  likewife  printed,  and  fometimes  prefuming  to  make 
Ufe  of  their  Expreffions,  when  I  cannot  change  them, 
•without  lofing  fomePart  of  their  Force  and  Spirit. 
But  to  proceed. 

I  propofe  then,  in  the  fir/1  Place,  to  explain  the 
Dangers  of  a  /landing  Army,  in  general,  to  the  Confti- 
tution  of  a  free  Government. 

And  here  I  muft  begin  with  obferving  that  the  Ad- 
vocates for  ft  anting  Armies  endeavour  to  make  a  Di- 
ilinclion,  where  there  is  really  no  Difference.  They 
tell  us,  with  a  great  deal  of  Pomp  and  Confidence,  that 
They  have  no  Thoughts  of  a  Jlanding  Army,  and  con- 
tend only  for  a  Land-Force,  fufficient  to  prevent  any 
fudden  Attempt,  to  be  raifed  and  continued  by  Confent 
of  Parliament. 

Nothing  furcly  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  to  hear 
Men  infill  on  fuch  a  Difcrimination,  when  the  Fal'ac/ 
of  it  hath  been  fo  often  expoied  by  Argument,  Ind  fo 
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fully  confirm'd  by  a  long  Courfe  of  Experience.  Will 
any  Man  pretend  to  fay  that  a  numerous  Body  of 
regular  Forces,  kept  up  without  Intermiffion  for  above 
forty  Years  paft,  though  with  the  Confent  of  Parlia- 
ment, is  not  to  all  Intents  and  Purpoies  a  flanding 
Army?  Does  notfutb  a  Parliamentary  Force  give  the 
Crown,  which  hath  the  fole  Command  of  it,  the  fame 
Power  as  tiny  flanding  Army  whatsoever  ?  And  there- 
fore can  it  be  faid,  with  any  Regard  to  Truth  or 
Modefty,  that  our  Conftitution  is  in  no  Danger  from 
it?  Are  not  both  equally  opprefGve  to  the  People,  at 
whofe  Expence  they  are  maintain'd ;  and  may  not  one 
be  made  Ufe  of  to  take  away  their  Liberties,  as  well 

as  \hs.  other? In  former  Reigns,  indeed,  fome  of 

our  Princes  railed  and  maintain'd  Armies,  by  Virtue  of 
their  own  Authority,  under  the  Pretence  of  Preroga- 
tive. This  was  condemn'd  as  illegal,  foon  after  the  Re- 
volution ;  and  the  Reafon  of  diftinguifhing  between  a 
national,  or  Parliamentary  Army,  and  a  royal  Army,  in 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  was  founded  on  a  Prefumption  that 
a  free  Parliament,  which  was  Hkewife  provided  for  in 
tiiefame  Bift,  would  never  confent  to  a  flanding  Armyt 
in  Times  of  Peace,  when  there  could  be  no  Occafiou 
for  them,  befides  opprefling  and  enflaving  the  People. 
But  if  an  ambitious  Prince,  or  a  wicked  Miniftcr,  fhould 
ever  find  Means  to  corrupt  the  Parliament  into  their 
Meafures,  it  would  no  Doubt  be  a  great  Confolation  to 
the  People  of  England  that  their  Chains  have  been 
forged  by  their  own  Reprefentatives,  and  rivetted  on 
Them  by  the  Authority  of  LAW. 

I  am  ready  to  allow  that  there  is  a  material  Dif- 
ference between  the  late  King  James's  Army,  fcept  up 
•without  Confent  if  Parliament,  and  Tint  at  prelent 
lubfifting;  but  fuppofing  King  James's  Army  had  re- 
ceived the  Sanction  of  Parliament,  would  it  have  been 
the  lefs  grievous  snd  terrible  to  the  People  ;  or  might  it 
not,  in  that  Cj'e,  have  proved  a  more  efft&ual  Infuu- 
ment  for  comf  Jeating  their  Definition  ? 

We 
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We  are  told,  indeed,  that  a  Parliamentary  Army 
never  yet  did  any  Harm  to  this  Nativn  ;  an  Affertion, 
which  contains  fuch  a  glaring  and  palpable  Falfhood, 
that  it  hardly  deferves  any  Confutation.  What,  I  pray, 
was  Cron:wer&  Army  ?  Was  it  not  a  Parliamentary 
Army,  in  the  fbifteft  Senfe;  being  railed,  commif- 
fion'd  and  fupported  by  the  Parliament  only,  without 
any  Dependence  on  the  Crown  ?  Yet  did  not  even 
that  Army  turn  againil  their  Mafters,  upon  the  firit 
Difguft,  and  erect  a  Tyranny  to  Themfelves,  upon  the 
Ruins  of  the  Conftitution  ? 

To  This  it  hath  been  anfwer'd,  that  Cromwel  was 
obliged  to  purge,  garble  and  model  his  Army,  before 
He  could  put  his  Defigns  in  Execurion  ;  which  is  very 
true,  indeed,  but  nothing  to  the  Purpoie ;  for  the 
Crown  being  inverted  with  the  fole  Command  of  our 
Armies,  as  I  obferved  before,  the  Prince  and  his  Mi- 
nifters  have  it  in  their  Power  to  do  the  fame,  when- 
ever They  think  fit ;  and  though  it  cannot,  perhaps 
be  eftefted  without  Notice  and  Observation ;  yet  who 
will  be  able  to  prevent  it ;  efpecially  if  a  corrupt  Par- 
liarncnt  fhould,  at  any  time,  concur  with  the  Court  in 
fuch  a  Dcfign  ? 

Another  Argument,  in  Favour  of  thefc  Parliamen- 
tary Armies,  as  they  are  fomewhat  improperly  call'd, 
if,  that  they  are  continued  only  from  Tear  to  Tear.  This 
hath  been  the  conftant  Cant"  ever  fince  the  Revolution, 
and  is  now  grown  fo  ftale  a  Pretext,  that  it  would  be 
an  Affront  totommon  Senfe  to  give  it  a  lerious  Anfwer, 
or  fuppofe  any  Man  fo  weak  as  to  be  deluded  by  it  any 
longer ;  for  where  is  the  Difference  between  a  perpetual, 
eftablffid  drmy,  and  the  fame  Number  of  Forces  COK- 
tir.ucd  frcm  Year  to  Tear,  as  little  more  than  Matter  of 
Form  ?  For  my  Part,  I  can  fee  none  ;  unlefs  it  confiib 
in  the  Aggravation  of  being  amuied  with  repeated 
Hopes  and  Promifes  of  feeing  them  disbanded. 

But  We  are  farther  told  that  We  need  not  have  any 
Apprehenfions  from  the  frefent  Army,  jjccaufe  there  are 
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fomt  Gtntlemen  in  it  of  the  beft  EJlates  and  Families  a- 
moHgft  us  ;  who  never  can  be  fuppofed  capable  of  joining 
in  any  Meafurcs  for  enJJaving  a  Country,  where  They 
have  fa  great  an  Inter  efl,  and  where  their  Anceftors 
bare  fo  often  fignalized  Themfelves  in  the  Cauje  of 
.Liberty. 

As  plaufible  as  this  Argument  may  feem,  I  am 
afraid  it  is  not  altogether  conclufive;  for  though  Men 
•of  Birth  and  Eftate  have  certainly  more  Reaibn  to 
guard  againft  any  Invafions  on  the  Conft  itution  of  their 
Country  than  tneer  Soldiers  of  Fortune;  yet  We  often 
lee  that  theThirft  of  Power  and  Command  is  apt  to 
prevail,  in  ambitious  Minds,  over  the  native  Love  of 
Liberty,  and  all  Regard  for  the  Welfare  of  Pofterity . 
If  therefore  any  Prince  mould  be  able  to  make  it  their 
immediate  Intereft  to  concur  with  Him  in  his  Defigns, 
an  Army,  commanded  by  fetch  Men,  would  certainly 
be  of  the  moft  formidable  Nature.  I  sm  ready  to  allow 
that  Officers,  who  are  obliged  to  follow  the  Camp  for 
*  Livelyhood,  lye  under  greater  Temptations  to  obey 
.any  Orders ;  but  then  it  ought  to  be  confider'd  that, 
in  fuch  a  Cafe,  all  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  in  the 
Kingdom  would  unite  againft  Them,  and  give  us  a 
fair  Chance  of  defeating  their  Defigns ;  whereas  if  a 
great  Number  of  thofe  Gentlemen  mould  be  induced,  by 
any  Confiderations,  to  zQ.  in  Concert  with  the  Prince, 
and  put  Themfelves  at  the  Head  of  his  Army,  all  their 
Relations,  Dependents  and  Followers  would  naturally 
throw  Themfelves  into  the  fame  Scale,  and  thereby 
weigh  down  the  popular  Intereft.  This  was,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  the  Caie  of  Cfffar's  Army  and  of  CromweFs 
Army.  This  is,  at  prefent,  the  Cafe  of  the  Armies  in 
France,  Spain,  Germany,  and  other  defpotick  Coun- 
tries ;  where  the  Nobility  participate  with  the  Prince 
in  the  Dominion  over  their  mii'erable  Felknv-Subjofls ; 
and  fopthat  Re^fon  all  Attempts  to  deliver  Themielves 
from  the  Tyranny  of  a  Jlandlng  Army  are  vain  and 
impracticable. 

VOL.  X.  G  But 


CRAFTSMAN.    N°33#. 

But  This  (God  be  praifed  !)  is  not  yet  our  Cafe,  and 
I  hope  never  will.  Nobody  can  have  a  better  Opinion 
of  the  prefcnt  Officers  of  our  Army  than  myfelf ;  many 
of  whom  I  know  to  be  Men  of  ihict  Honour  and  In- 
tegrity, as  well  as  fignal  Bravery  and  Conduft.  When 
I  have  faid  This,  (and  I  fpeak  it  without  Iiony, 
Flattery,  or  double  Meaning)  I  hope  They  will  excuie 
me  for  adding,  that  as  We  cannot  long  depend  on 
their  Service,  or  op  having  their  Pofts  fupply'd  with 
Gentlemen  of  the  fame  Characters,  fo  the  Continuance 
t>f  a  ftanding  Army  is  of  very  dangerous  Confequence ; 
for  (to  ufe  the  Words  of  a  Gentleman  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  upon  this  Occafion)  tkeir  Lives  are  un- 
tertain;  nor  can  We  be  jure  kow  long  They  may  be 
tontinued  in  Command.  They  may  be  all  difmijfd  in  a 
Moment,  and  proper  Tools  of  Power  put  in  tkeir  Rcom, 
•— —  Befides,  as  the  fame  Gentleman  obferves,  the  Af- 
fefiions  of  the  Soldiers  towards  their  Country,  the 
Honour  and  Integrity  of  the  Under-Officcrs  are  not  to 
be  depended  on.  By  the  military  Law,  the  Admmiftra- 
tlon  of  J  uft  ice  is  fo  quick,  and  the  Punijbnientsfo  fever  et 
tbat  neither  Officer,  nor  Soldier  dares  offer  to  difpute 
ibe  Orders  of  bis  fupreme  'Commander.  He  muft  not 
tonfult  his  own  Inclinations.  If  an  Officer  were  com- 
manded to  pull  his  own  Father  out  of  this  Houfc,  he 
muft  do  it.  He  dares  not  difobey.  Immediate  Death 
would  be  the  fnre  Corfequence  of  the  leaft  Grumbling. 

But  all  the  Jacobites  in  the  Kingdom,  it  fecms,"cx- 
claim  loudly  ag'ainft  a  {landing  Army. — And  what  then? 
Are  We  obliged  to  approve  every  Thing,  that  the 
Jaccbites  condemn  ?  1  believe,  They  dread  a  Famine, 
a  Peftilencr,  or  a  general  Excife ;  and  ought  We  to 
pray  for  any  of  of  thofe  Curfes,  in  meer  Spight  to  the 
Jacobites  ?——  Surely,  there  are  Ways  enough  of 
exprcffing  our  Affection  for  his  prefent  Majefty,  as  a 
certain  Gentleman  once  obferved,  without  imitating 
the  humorous  Lieutenant  arid  Hilling  in  Love  with 
Lii  Guards, 

The 
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The  Advocates  for  a  jianding  Army  go  higher  ftill, 
and  draw  the  perfon.il  Virtues  of  the  King  into  their 
Argument.  — "  The  Queilion  now  before  us,  fays  an 
honourable  Gentleman,    does  not  any  Way  relate  to 
the  Prefervation,    or  Lofs  of  our  Liberties.     We  are 
not  to  fuppofe,   We  cannot  fuppo'e  that  his  Majefty 
is  to  employ  the  Forces  We  are  to  keep  on  Foot  in 
any  illegal  Way,  or  that  He  is  to  makeUfe  <£Tbemt 
or  any  ether  Means,   to  incroach  upon  the  Liberties 
cf  our  Country.    We  have  had  fuflicient  Experience 
of  his  Mojefty's  Wifdom  and  Goodners  not  to  enter- 
tain the  leaft  Sufpicion  of  any  fuch  Defign. 
This  is  not  only  a  fallacious,  but  a  mod  difingenuous 
Method   of  Reafoning ;    and  however  it  may  prevail 
within  Dears,   will  have  rio  Sort  of  Weight  upon  us 
without;  for  though  We  are^  always  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge his  Majefty's  Wifdoni  and  Goodnefs,    yet  We  can- 
not think  them  a  fuflicient  Security  againft  the  Dangeis 
of  a  Jianding  Army.    This  was  the  general  Senfe  of 
the  Parliament,  as  well  as  the  Nation,  after  the  Peace, 
OiRyftuick;  when  King  William  was  obliged  to  dif» 
band  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Army,   though  nobody 
ever   difputed    his  Wijdom,   and    all    the   Friends  of 
Liberty   applauded  his  Goodnefs.    Nay,  it  is  very  re- 
markable that  the  Continuance  of  the  Army,   at  that 
Time,    was  oppofed  the  mod  Ibenuoufly  by  Thofej 
who  were  known  to  be  cordially  in  the  Intercft  of  the 
Revolution,   and  could  not  be  fufpefled  of  any  "Jacobite. 
Principles,    or  Intentions.     Amongft  others,    I  cannot 
forbear  mentioning  the  late  Mr.  Trencbard,  who  wrote 
fo  boldly,  fo  juftly,   and  even  prophetically  againft  a 
ft  finding  Army,    that  I  wifh  every  EngUfamr.n  would 
review  his  Arguments,    at  this  Juncture,    as  they  are 
publifli'd  in  the  fecond  Volume  of  State  Trafts. 

I  mention  This,    for  the  Honour  of  Mr.  Trcncbard  j 

becaufe  I  find  feme  Gentlemen  are  willing  to  impute  the 

Miicarriages  of  the  Partition  Treaty  and  all  the  fubfe- 

<jueut  Misfortunes  of  that  Reign  to  the  Reduction  of  tb& 
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Army,  after  the  Peace  of  Ryfioick ;  whereas  nothing 
can  be  more  falfe  and  ridiculous,  as  I  have  fhew'd  al- 
ready in  another  Place. 

I  mention  it  likewife  to  expofe  the  poor  Artifice  of 
pleading  the- ferfonal  Virtues  of  any  Prince  as  an  Argu- 
ment for  keeping  up  a  ftanding  Army ;  for  the  more 
Virtues  He  poflefles,  the  more  beloved  He  will  certain- 
ly be,  and  confequently  have  lefs  Occafion  to  fupport 
Himfelf  by  Farce.  The  beft  Man  in  the  World  ought 
not  to  be  trufted  with  the  Liberties  of  a  People,  who 
cannot  properly  be  faid  to  be  free,  when  They  have 
put  it  in  the  Prinfis  Power  to  make  Himfelf  abfolute  at" 
P'eafure;  for  it  is  an  excellent  Oblervation  of  the  late 
Mr.  Fletcher  ofSatiowx,  that  a  Government  is  not  only. 
a  Tyranny,  when  tyrannically  exerciled ;  but  alfo 
when  there  is  no  fufficievt  Caution  in  the  Conftitution 
that  it  may  not  be  exereifed  tyrannically. 

Befides,  We  know  by  fatal  Experience  that  whatever 
Power  is  granted  to  the  beft  Prince,  will  be  always 
claim'd  as  a  Right  by  the  worft ;  and  that  a  Parlia- 
ment cannot  refufe  it,  without  coming  almoft  to  a 
Rupture,  and  giving  Him  to  underiland  that  They 
dare  not  truft  Him. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  Thoughts  a  little  to  the  Charge 
and  Oppreflicn  of  keeping  up  iuch  a  Number  of  Forces- 
in  Times  of  Peace.  The  Sum  granted  by  Parliament 
for  this  Purpofe,  kit  Year,  was  653,216  /.  which  was- 
thought  fufficie-nt,  not  many  Years  ago,  to  defray 
more  than  half  the  Expences  of  the  Government ;  and 
the  Nation  is  now  fo  grievoufly  burthen'd  with  Debts 
and  Taxes,  which  affeft  our  Trade  and  Manufactures' 
in  the  moil  fenfible  Manner,  thar,  inftead  of  projecling 
aeto  Excifes,  We  ought  to  think  of  eafmg  the  People 
from  fome  of  Thofe  already  impofed,  by  a  Reduction, 
of  our  Expences. 

But  it  is  likcwife  to  be  confider'd  that  the  Sum 
granted  by  Parliament  is  not  the  only  Charge  of  main- 
taining tbefe  Forces ;  for  befides  this  653,2167.  which 

the 
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the  Government  receives,  a  veiy  large  additional  Tax 
is  laid  uporii  Thofe,  who  are  obliged  to  provide  Them 
with  Quarters.  There  if  not  a  Soldier  quartered  itp-m 
an  Innkeeper,  in  Town  or  Country,  (as  a  very  worthy 
Gentleman  obferved )  but  w^at  cofls  that  Innkeeper  near 
as  much  as  He  cofls  the  Government-,  befides  being  fub- 
jecVto  the  capricious  Humours  and  infolent  Behaviour, 
to  the  Wafte,  Incroachments  and  Extortions  of  fetch 
Inmates.  Nobody  can  travel  the  Country  without 
hearing  Complaints  of  this  Kind,  or  being  convinced 
of  the  Juftnefs  of  them  with  his  own  Eyes ;  and 
thus  We  fee  thefe  poor  People  are  already  under  the 
worft  Complication  of  Diftempers  in  the  World ;  art 
Excife  and  a  ftanditi<r  Army.  — —  God  grant  that  they 
may  not  foon  aflrcl  us  all  alike ! 

This  bidden  Way  of  raifiiig  Money  upon  tbe  Peopfet 
(as  the  fame  Gentleman  juflly  calls  it)  by  Way  of  Bit* 
letin%,  is  not  only  a  partial  and  unequal  Tax,  which  falls 
intirely  on  one  particular  Body  of  Men,  already  diitrefs'd 
enough  on  other  Account?,  but  is  likewise  attended 
with  a  farther  bad  Effect;  as  it  gives  Tkofe,  who  have 
the  Direftlon  of  our  Army,  an  Opportunity  of  oppref- 
fing  fern?  Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  exempting  otber?, 
juft  as  They  happen  to  pleafe,  or  cli/pleafe  Them  in 
the  Choice  'of  their  Refrefeatatiffj.  Thus  may  the 
Freedom  of~Eleftioi?s  be  violated  in  the  moft  efieftnal 
Manner,  and  a  Parliament  pack'd  at  the  Difcretion  of 
the  Court. 

It  is  meer  Trifling  to  tell  us,  that  no  fuch  Things 
have  been  done  in  this  Reign,  or  under  this  Admini- 
ftration.  Perhaps  not.  We'do  not  charge  Them  with' 
it.  But  it  is  notorious  that  fuch  Things  have  been 
done,  a::d  may  be  done  again,  whenever  a  Minifter 
fliall  think  fit  to  gratify  his  Spleen,  or  find  it  necelTary. 
for  hfs  Safety  and  Support. 

The  chief  Reafon  why  a  Brit. ft  Parliament  would 

never  hear  of  Barracks,  was  becaufe  it  fc-fm'd  to  have 

a  Tendency  to  the  Ef.abHfhment  of  zjlanding  Armjt 

G  3  and 
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and  might  look  as  if  They  admitted  it  to  be  a  Part  of 
our  Conftitution.  But  if  the  fame  Number  of  Forces  ate 
to  be  perpetuated  on  us  and  our  Pofterity,  ly  a  rsguLir 
Continuation  from  Tear  to  Year,  I  am  not  able  to 
difcern  any  great  Difference  in  the  Cafe.  They  are 
now  a  diftin£t  Body  of  Men  from  the  reft  of  the  People  ; 
train'd  up  in  different  Principles  and  Cuftoms  ;  fubjecl: 
to  different  Laws ;  and  obliged,  under  the  feverett 
Penalties,  to  pay  an  implicit  Obedience  to  the  Orders 
of  their  commanding  Officers.  Nay,  their  commanding 
Officers  themfelves  aie  under  the  fame  unhappy  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  muft  pay  the  fame  blind  Obedie'nce  to 
their  Superiors. 

Nor  are  even  Thefe  all  the  Evils,  which  attend  a 
ftanding  Army.  We  might  infill  on  the  frequent  Quar- 
reh,  Murders  and  Robberies  committed  by  Them  ;  as 
Well  as  the  Lofs  of  fo  many  ufeful  Hands,  to  the  Publick, 
and  confequently  the  great  Detriment  to  Trade  t  Haf- 
b.andry  and  Manufactures.  To  thefe  We  might  likewise 
add  the  bad  Examples  of  Leudnefs-,  Debauchery  and 
Idlenefsy  which  They  fpread  through  all  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom ;  befides  other  Inconveniences  of  an  inferior 
Nature,  which  are  the  neceffary  and  unavoidable  Con- 
iequences  of  keeping  up  fucb  a  Body  of  Men,  in  Times 
of  Peace,  notwithstanding  the  moft  exaft  Difcipline  and 

the  feverelt  Punifhmcnts. But  I  have -faid  enough 

already  to  fhcw  the  Mifchief,  Danger  and  Oppreliion 
dt  ft  finding  Armies;  and  fhall  conclude,  at  prefenr, 
with  obferving  tjiat  as  they  have  been  the  Deftruftion 
of  all  free  Gwerments,  antient  and  modern,  fo  I  hope 
effectual  and  timely  Care  will  be  taken  to  preferve  our 
rxn.  D. 


SATURDAY, 
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^»  Enquiry  into  the  Neee/ity  of  keeping  up  the  prefent 
Number  of  Handing  Forces  in  this  Kingdom. 

A  V  IN  G  given  my  Reafons  why  a 
flanging  Army,  even  with  the  Content 
of  Parliament,  is  dangerous  to  the  Con- 
ititution  of  z  free  Government,  I  am  next 
to  enquire  whether  the  Continuance  of 
the  fame  Number  of  Forces  is  neceflary 
to  the  common  Safety,  at  this  Juncture. 

The  Advocates  for  military  Power  endeavour  to  /both 
us  into  an  Opinion  that  the  Liberties  of  fo  powerful  a 
Kingdom  as  Great  Britain  can  never  be  over-run  by  an 
Army  of  eighteen  thoufand  Men.  This  They  are  pleafed 
to  call  a  Handful  of  Men  ;  tho'  'it  is  a  more  numerous 
Body  than  was  ever  kept  up  here,  in  limes  of  Peace, 
till  of  very  late  Years;  unlefs  thefe  Gentlemen  mould 
think  fit  to  inftance  the  Reign  of  King  James  the  zd, 
who  claim'd  a  difper.fing  Power,  at  the  fame  Time,  and 
made  an  open  Attack  upon  all  our  Laws  and  Liberties. 
Nay,  it  is  a  much  larger  Number  than  was  thought  fuf- 
ficient  for  our  Security  at  home,  even  during  the  two 
laft  Wars,  whilft  a  Pretender  to  the  down  was  publick- 
Iy  entertained  at  the  Court  of  France,  and  Louis  the 
I4th  lay  under  the  ttrongeil  Temptations,  both  of  Prin- 
ciple and  Intereft,  to  difturb  us  at  home,  in  order  to  di- 
vert us  from  pufhing  the  War  with  Vigour  abroad. 

Befides,  thefe  Gentlemen  often  forget  Themfelves,  and 
contradict  one  another  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Debate  ; 
for  though,  in  fome  Places,  They  endeavour  to  ridicule 
our  Apprehenfions  of  Danger  from  fo  Jmall  an  Army  ; 
yet,  in  others,  They  plead  for  the  prefent  Number  of 

Forces, 
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farces,  becaufe  if  We  keep  up  any  Army  at  all,  it  ought 
to  be  fufficient  to  defeat  any  Attempts,  either  by  foreign 
Invnjion,  or  domejlick  Infurreftion ;  That  is,  fufficient 
to  awe  and  fubdue  the  People  of  England,  as  well  as  any 
foreign  Power,  that  may  invade  us;  for  as  Mr.  * 
Trencbard\ery  juftly  obferves,  that  Army  which  can  da 

no  Hurt,  can  do  no  Good. It  is  impojpble  to  cm- 

fider  of  a  ftanding  Force,  which  Jhatt  be  fufficient  to 
eppofe  a  foreign  Power,  without  coyfidering  if,  at  tbe 
fame  Time,  fufficient  to  fuppreft  the  Subjeft  at  home ;  for 
They  mitft  AeafThofe,  who,  yoafuppofe,  can  beat\Js  ;  and  I 
tnuft  confcfs  I  am  unwilling  to  depend  on  their  good  Will, 
There  are  many  Inftances  of  Nations,  which  have, 
been  fubdued  by  a  much  fmaller  Number  of  mercenary 
Trcops  than  Thofe  at  prefent  in  Dirpute  ;  and,  perhaps, 
I  might  add  that  no  People  in  the  World  are  more  liable 
to  thefe  Dangers  than  We  in  England,  where  there  are 
fb  few  ftrong  Places,  and  Thofe  in  the  King's  Hands,  as 
well  as  the  Militia  and  the  civil  Magiftracy  ;  •  befidea 
the  vaft  Influence,  which  the  Difpofition  of  Employ- 
ment!, Offices  and  Honours,  ecclefiaftical,  civil  and 
military,  gives  Him  over  many  of  the  Nobility,  Gen- 
try and  others,  in  every  Country.  What  therefore  could 
a  ru<3e,  unarm'd,  undifciplin'd  Multitude  do  againft 
fuch  a  firm,  united,  and  well-compacted  Force,  even 
9uppofing  there  were  no  ftanding  Army  to  oppofeThem  ? 
But  \vhen  it  is  back'd  with  a  Body  of  eighteen  thoufand 
regular  Troops,  nothing  but  a  Miracle  could  make  any 
fopuLir  Infurre&on  fuccefsful,  whatever  Provocations 
there  might  be  for  it ;  efpccially,  if  We  confider  the 
farther  Reftraint  of  the  K;ot-AcJ,  which  is  fufficient  of 
itfelf  to  crufh  any  fuch  Attempt  in  its  Infancy  ;  and 
thus  the  People,  in  a  bad  Reign,  would  be  oblig'd  to 
fubmit  to  any  Burthens,  which  their  Governors  might 
think  fit  to  lay  upon  Them. 

See  his  Anfwer  to  the  Ballancing    Letter.     State 
of  King  VVilliam,  vol.  2.  p.  593. 

I  mention 
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I  mention  This,  only  to  mew  the  Dangers  of  facb  a 
Tower,  in  general,  without  defigning  to  infmuate  that 
We  have  any  Reafon  to  fear  the  bad  Effects  of  it,  at 
prefent  ;  but  it  certainly  behoves  a  wife  People  to  take 
Ibme  Care  for  Pofterity ;  and  as  We  have  often  been  re- 
duced to  the  unhappy  Neceffity  of  afferting  our  Liber- 
ties, Sword  in  Hand,  We  ought  not  to  diveft  Our- 
fclves,  or  our  Children,  of  the  fame  Means,  if  They 
fhould  ever  become  neceffary,  in  Times  to  come  ;  for 
no  People  can  be  juiUy  calFdfree,  as  I  obferv'd  before, 
when  They  have  no  dernier  Refart  from  Oppreffion, 
and  it  is  in  the  Power  of  the  Prince  to  make  Himfelf 
sbiblute,  whenever  He  pleafes. 

But  We  can  entertain  no  Apprehenfions  of  this  Nature' 
from  his  prefext  Majejly,  who  defires  to  reign  in  the 
Hearts  of  his  Subjects,  and  hath  been  gracioufly  pleas'd 
to  promile  us  from  the  Throne,  that  He  would  reduce  bit 
Forces  as  foon  as  it  could  be  done  without  Prejudice  to  the 
common  Caufe,  and  conjiftent  with  the  Intereft  of  bit 


We  were  in  Hopes,  indeed,  that  the  late  Treaty  of 
Vienna,  would  have  put  fuch  a  defireable  Opportunity  in 
his  Hands ;  and  therefore  &  Reduction  of  the  Army  was 
propofed  and  vigoroufly  fupported  by  a  great  Number  of 
Gentlemen,  in  the  kit  Seffion  of  Parliament ;  but  a  cer- 
tain honourable  Per/on  infilling  very  ftrongly  on  the 
Neceffity  of  keeping  them  up,  for  one  Tear  longer,  in 
order  to  fee  whether  the  ieveral  Powers  of  Europe 
would  acquiefce  in  the  Difpofitions  made  by  our  late 
treaties,  the  Majority  thought  fit  to  concur  with  Him ; 
and  fmce  none  of  triofe  Powers  have  endeavour'd  to- 
embroil  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs,  We  have  the  utmoft 
Reafon  to  expecl,  nay  to  depend  on  a  Reduction  this 
Year,  when  the  Expediency  of  fome  Eafe  to  our  Trade 
and  Manufactures  is  fo  generally  acknowledged  on  all 
Sides,  however  We  may  differ  about  the  Means. 

I  am  unwilling  to  fpecify  any  particular  Number  of 
Men,  to  which  our  Army  ought  to  be  reduced  in  the- 

prefent 
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prefent  Jun&ure  ;  becaufe  I  think  no  military /landing 
Force  at  all  ought  to  be  made  a  Part  of  our  Conftittttion, 
nor  even  kept  up  from  Year  to  Year,  more  than  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  man  our  Garrifons  at  home  and  abroad  ;  but 
whatever  Reduction  our  Superiors  may  be  pleafed  to 
make,  I  hope  it  will  conliit  in  the  breaking  of  intire 
Corps,  or  Regiments ;  as  That  is  the  only  Reduction, 
which  can  give  us  any  Relief  from  the  Danger,  or  any 
confiderable  Eafe  from  the  Expence  of  a  ftanding  Army  ; 
for  it  ought  to  be  particularly  obferyed  that  above  half 
our  Expence,  on  this  Account,  is  occafion'd  by  the  great 
Number  of  Commijjion  and  Non-Commijffion  Officers^ 
who  compofe  our  prefent  Army  ;  and  in  This  too  con- 
fifts  our  chief  Danger  ;  for  as  the  Reduction  of  afttu 
private  Men  in  each  Company  would  produce  no  con- 
fiderablc  Saving  to  the  Publick,  fo  neither  would  it  cafe 
us  from  any  reafbnable  Fears  on  that  Account.  Whilft 
the  fame  Corps  are  preferved,  which  are  properly  the 
Stamina  of  an  Army,  it  will  be  a  veryeafy  Matter,  at 
any  Time,  to  fill  them  up,  by  only  beating  a  Drum 
about  Tovvnj  and  therefore  I  mould  look  upon  the 
prefent  4rmy  to  be  almoft  as  dangerous  to  our  Confti- 
tution,  though  the  Companies  of  each  Regiment  were 
reduced  to  twenty  Men  each.  It  is  likewife  proper  to 
obferve,  in  this  Place,  that  though  our  Army  does  not 
amount  to  quite  18000  Men,  yet,  confidering  the  hvr 
Eftablijbmcnt  of  the  Regiments,  They  may  be  very  eafily 
increafed  to  a  very  formidable  Number,  without  any 
confiderable  Charge  to  the  Crown. 

Bat  fmce  our  Reprefentatk/es  thought  fit,  laft  Year,  to 
contend  only  for  a  Reduction  of  the  Army  to  twelve 
tboufand  Men,  as  a  minus  Malttm,  let  us  admit  that 
Number  to  be  neceflary,  at  prefent,  and  fee  what  hath 
been  objected  to  fuch  a  Reduction. 

Mr.  'Walfingbam  tells  us,  that  four  thouland  Men  art 
'vtefy  neeejfaryfor  the  Security  of  Scotland,  and  that 
two  thoufand  more,  commonly  c.iWd  Invalids,  are  mad* 
Vfeofto  garrifw  the  fortified  Towns  £/*  England  ;  fa  Jbal 


Nc  339.    STfc*  CRAFTSMAN.         83 

if  the  Number  JbouJd  be  reduced  to  twelve  thoufand  Men, 
there  would  be  no  more  than  fix  thoufand,  who  could  be 
made  U/'e  of,  en  any  JudJcu  Occajlon,  to  repel  Attempts 
from  abroad,  or  to  quell  InfurreEtions  at  borne.  He  adds, 
that  Part  of  tbefe  fix  thoufand  Men,  and  a  very  great 
fart  too,  tnuft  be  encamped  about  London,  for  we  Pre- 
fervatioti  of  torn  man  Quiet  in  the  CAPITAL  cf  the  King- 
~dom.  —  As  the  latterPart  of  this  Argument  is  taken  al- 
molt  verbatim  from  the  Mouth  of  his  honourable  Patron, 
I  fhall  pay  more  Regard  to  it  than  it  would  otherwile 
deierve. 

I  will  admit,  for  Argument  Sake,  tbat  four  thoufand 
Men  are  necejfary  for  the  Security  ^SCOTLAND; 
That  is,  not  fo  much  to  prevent  any  Invafion  from 
abroad,  as  to  keep  Them  in  a  proper  Subjection  to  Eng- 
land-, for  They  are  certainly  a  People  of  a  very  ftub- 
born  Spirit,  and  do  not  pay  their  Taxes  with  the  fame 
Alacrity  with  their  Neighbours  a  little  moiejeutbzvara. 
As  an  Englishman  therefore  I  can  have  no  Objection 
againft  bridling  of  Scotland;  though  I  might,  perhaps, 
be  of  a  different  Opinion,  if  I  had  been  born  on  die 
other  Side  of  the  Tweed.  But  I  muft  beg  Leave  to 
with,  on  the  fame  Principle,  as  an  Englijbman,  that 
We  had  fome  Security  that  the  Forces,  which  may  be 
neceflary  for  that  Employment  in  Scotland,  mail  never 
be  made  Uieof  for  the  fame  Purpofe  here ;  and  I  think 
it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  make  it  equally  penal, 
by  Law,  for  thofe  Forces  to  pafs  the  Tweed,  as  it  was 
for  the  Roman  Army,  employ 'd  abroad,  to  pafs  the 
Rubicon. 

1  will  likewife  admit  two  fhoufand  Invalids  to  be  ne- 
ceffary  for  garrifoning  our  fortify vd  Towns,  without  any 
farther  Enquiry,  and  proceed  to  the  Queition  whether 
Jtx  tboujand  Men  are  not  fufficient  for  all  other  juft  and 
reafonable  Purpoles  of  the  State,  in  Times  of  Peace. 

We  are  told  by  the  Free-Briton  and  his  Patron,  (for  it 
is  impoffible  to  difunite  Them)  that  a  very  great  Part 
tf  this  Number  is  necffiry  to  guard  the  CAPITAL. 

I  an 
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I  am  ready  to  allow  that,  in  Times  of  Danger,  when 
"We  have  Reafon  to  apprehend  an  Invafion  from  abroad, 
or  a  Rebellion  at  home,  it  is  neceflary  to  prevent  any 
Infurreftions  in  the  Capital  of  the  Kingdom  j  but  1  can- 
not poffibly  conceive  what  Occafion  there  can  be  for  a 
Body  of  four,  or  Jive  tboufand  regular  Forces  to  fecure 
the  Quiet  of  London,  in  Times  of  Peace  and  Tranqui- 
lity,  like  the  prefent.  The  civil  Magiftrate,  with  the 
•Affiftance  of  the  Militia,  under  proper  Regulations, 
•would  certainly  be  fufficient  to  quell  any  little  Tumults, 

which  may  happen  to  arife  there. But  of  This  I 

fliall  fpeak  mere  fully  in  another  Paper, 

The  Kings  of  England  have  been  fo  long  attended 
with  a  Body-Guard  of  regular  Forces,  that  k  would 
be  thought  Want  of  Relpeft  to  deny  his  preient  Ma- 
jefty  the  fame  military  Equipage,  which  his  Prede.cef- 
fors  have  enjoy'd  fince  the  Reparation  ;  but  furely  a 
much  lefs  Number  than  Thofe,  now  quarter'd  about 
London  and  call'd  Guards,  would  be  fufiicient  for  thk 
Purpofe  ;  and  nobody,  I  believe,  will  infill  on  the 
Neceflity  of  Them  for  preferving  the  Peace  at  Opera*-! 
and  Play-boafes. 

I  mention  This,  without  any  Intention  of  pointing 
ort  the  prefent  Regiments  of  Guards  as  the  moft  pro- 
per Corps  to  be  broken,  or  reduced  ;  but  only  to  mew 
that  iome  of  Them  may  be  fafely  drawn  out,  upon 
Occafion,  to  ferve  other  Purples,  befides  guarding  the 
Perfon  of  his  Majejiy,  and  fccuring  the  Quiet  of  the 
Capital. 

'Let  us  now  take  •  View  of  the  more  general  Argu- 
ments againft  a  ReduRisn. 

Firft,  it  is  faid  by  a  moft  ingenious  and  forid  Orator ', 
that  We  never  did ytt  reduce  our  Arm^  but  that  Re- 
tuttion  was  the  Occnfion  of  fame  Plot,  'or  Machination 
agairijl  us.  To  fupport  this-  Objection,  He  instances  the 
iate  Rebellion  in  Scotland,  the  S$anijh  Invafion,  and 
the  Bifhop  of  Rocbejier^  Confpiracy,  in  the  lalt  Reign, 
as  the  Confequcnces  -of  rfducing  eur  Army,  at  (everal 

Times. 
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Times.  To  Thefe  He  might  add  the  South-Sea  Scheme, 
the  Pemty-P  oft -Letter  Plot,  and  Beltanes  Confpiracy> 
which  are  all  as  much  to  the  Purpole.  The  only  An- 
fwer  I  mall  make  to  this  Objeclion  is,  that  it  will  hold 
Equally  ilrong  againft  a  Redudtion,  at  any  Time,  and 
is  plainly  calculated  with  a  Deilgn  to  prepare  us  for  a 
perpetual  ft  anding  Army. 

Of  the  fame  Nature  "is  the  Argument  of  another  very 
honourable  Gentleman,  concerning  the  Danger  of  having 
the  Pretender  STOL'N  in  upon  us.  This  naturally  puts 
us  in  Mind  of  Mr.  Bays'/  Army  in  the  Rehearfal,  which 
lay  INCOG  at  Knights-bridge.  But,  to  be  as  ferious  as 
^poffible  on  fuch  an  Occafion,  will  not  this  Argument 
always  hold,  as  long  as  there  is  a  Pretender  to  the 
Crown  ;  and  fmce  the  Per/on,  who  now  claims  it, 
hath  feveral  Children  already  born,  when  can  We  hope 
-to  be  relieved  from  the  Burthen  of  a  founding  Army,  ac- 
cording to  this  Method  of  Reafbning  ? 

The  fame  Gentleman  is  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  the 
Intcreft  and  Credit,  which  every  State  in  Europe  bath, 
or  can  expetf,  in  the  publick  Negotiations  thereof,  depends 
entirely  upon  the  Number  of  regular  Troops  They  can  com- 
mand upon  any  Emergency. 

Now  to  This  I  reply,  that  if  our  Reputation  abroad 
depends  intirely  upon  the  Number  of  our  /landing 
Army  at  borne,  as  He  aflerts,  We  ought  to  keep  up  three 
or  four  Times  the  Number  ;  but  1  mult  beg  Leave  to 
apprehend  that  our  Influence  abroad  depends  on  quite 
different  Points,  as  I  mail  hereafter  endeavour  to  demon- 
itrate. 

This  leads  me  to  another  Argument,  in  Behalf  of 
ftanding  Armies,  which  hath  been  advanced  by  fome  of 
his  Advocates  ;  I  mean,  that  We  ought  to  keep  up  at  lea/} 
ffty,  er  Jixty  thoufand  Men,  if  cur  Country  to  as  not  an 
ISLAND;  and,  perhaps,  I  might  have  nothing  to  urge 
againft  it,  if  That  was  really  our  Cafe;  but  fmce  God 
hath  been  pleafed  to  encompafs  us  with  a  natural  De- 
fence of  Seas  and  Rnks,  I  cannot  poffibly  conceive 

VOL    X,  H  what 
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what  Purpofe  fuch  a  Suppofition  csn  ferve  in  the  prefent 
Argument. 

As  to  the  T>ifaffe8ion  of  the  People,  which  hath  like- 
wife  been  urged,  on  this  Occafion,  I  think  it  fufficient 
to  anfwer  that  nothing  ferves  the  Caufe  of  JacMtlfm 
fo  much  as  keeping  up  a  numerous  Jland'mg  Army,  in 
Times  of  Peace.  '  To  This  I  will  add  an  old  Obfer- 
vation,  and  a  very  juft  one,  though  it  may  feem  a 
little  paradoxical  :  viz.  that  the  tn oft  likely  Way  to  bring 
in  the  Pretender,  is  burthening  the  People  with  a  large 
Handing  Army  to  keep  Him  out. 

It  hath  been  farther  urged,  by  the  fame  Gentlemen, 
that  a  Reduction  of  tebole  Regiments  would  be  at- 
tended with  great  Hard  (hips  on  many  of  thoie  brave 
Officers,  who  have  ferved  their  Country  faithfully 
in  the  late  Wars,  and  are  difabled,  by  their  Profel— 
fion,  from  getting  a  Livelyhood  in  any  other  Way. 
I  heartily  wifli  there  \vas  no  Weight  in  this  Ob- 
jection ;  which  I  really  think  to  be  an  Objection 
againft  a  ftanding  Army  in  general,  as  it  breeds  up  ib 
many  Gentlemen  to  that  Way  of  Life,  and  will  always 
be  a  powerful  Motive  againft  any  Reduction.  But  as  no- 
boJy  can  have  a  more  affectionate  Concern  for  tbofe 
Gentlemen  than  myielf,  ib  I  believe  I  may  venture  to 
promiie  for  the  Nation,  in  general,  that  if  They  were 
jure  of  being  relieved  from  the  Burthen  and  Dangers  of 
a  Jlanding  Army,  in  Times  to  come,  They  would  not 
grumble  at  any  Provision,  which  the  Parliament  might 
think  fit  to  make  for  the  reduced  Officers. 

It  is  natural  to  make  one  Reflection  on  the  Tenor  of 
all  thefe  Arguments  ;  by  which  the  honourable  Gcntlc- 
jn)tn  and  his  Advocates  ieem  refolved  to  fulfil  the  Pre- 
diftion  of  a  Jacobite  Writer,  at  the  Beginning  of  his 
late  Majefty's  Reign,  who  endeavoured  to  terrify  the 
Freeholders  of  Great  Britain  with  Apprehenfions  that, 
if  the  Whigs  prevailed,  They  mult  e^cpeft  to  he  go- 
vern'd  by  zjlmding  Army. 

There 
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There  are  two  Arguments  more  againft  any  Re- 
duftion  at  prefcnt,  which  I  (hall  only  juft  mention, 
with  a  fhort  Remark  upon  each. 

Qr.e  \\as  ft-med  by  a  very  witty  Gentleman,  who  hath 
lately  dittinguifli'd  Himieli  by  his  Speeches  at  borne. 
This  w'jrtby  O.  ator  was  pleaied  to  obferve  that  the 
many  fcandalous  and  /editions  Libels,  which  had  been 
lately  fpread  ^bout  the  Kingdom,  were  a  iufficient 
Proof  that  the  Spirit  oSJacobitifm  was  not  yet  extin- 
guiih'd,  and  therefore  We  ought  not  to  reduce  any  of 
our  Forces.  But  to  This  it  was  reply'd,  in  a  proper 
Place,  that,  even  fuppofmg  the  Faft  to  be  true,  ( and 
it  would  be  meer  Farce  to  difpute  it  with/«r£  a  Gen- 
tleman} a  ftanding  Army  of  SCRIBBLERS  feem'd  to 
be  a  more  natural  Expedient  than  a  ftanding  Army  of 
SOLDIERS  ;  and,  God  knows,  the  prefent  Adminiftra- 
tion,  or  any  Adminiilration,  will  never  want  fuch  a 
Support .' 

The  other  Argument,  hinted  at  above,  was  advanced 
by  a  Gentleman,  equally  remarkable  for  his  Negotiations 
abroad',  who  pleaded  again  11  the  Reduclion  of  the 
Army,  becaufe  the  Common-Council  of  London  thought 
fit  to  reject  a  Propofal  for  letting  up  King  Williants 
Statue  in  Cheap-fide,  where  They  had  lately  got  a  Con- 
duit pull'd  down,  with  ibme  Difficulty,  which  had 
proved  a  great  Nuilance  to  Tkcm.  From  hence  one 
would  naturally  conclude  that  eighteen  tboufand  Men 
ought  to  be  maintain'd  for  letting  up  Statues,  in  Defy- 
ance  of  the  Citizens  ;  and  it  may,  perhaps,  feem  fur- 
prizing  to  fome  People  that  They  have  not  yet  been  em- 
ploy'd  in  that  Service. 

I  am  ibrry  that  I  cannot  treat  fuch  Arguments  as 
Thefe,  for  the  Continuance  of  a  large  ft  finding  Army, 
without  Ridicule;  which  I  know  is  very  difagreeable  to 
the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side.  But  it  is,  indeed,  im- 
poffible  to  avoid  it  ;  and  I  fhould  be  really  afhamed  to 
mention  them  at  all,  if  they  did  rot  proceed  from 
Ptrfo;;s,  to  whom  We  are  obliged  to  pay  more  than 
H  2  ordinary 
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ordinary  Deference.  They  muft  therefore  give  me 
Leave  to  apply  the  Words  of  a  late  minifterial  Writer  % 
in  Favour  of  Excifes,  to  the  prefent  Purpofe.  —  This 
the  Free-Briton  bath  raved  at  in  Print,  and  bis  Patrons 
bare  not  L1ufl?d  to  do  it  in  Places,  where  fuch  Fallacies 
were  not  altcgctber  fo  becomingly  introduced. 

For  my  Part,  I  think  They  had  much  better  fpeak 
out  at  once,  and  confefs,  without  any  Hefuation,  that 
the  prefent  Number  of  military  Fortes  is  neceiTary  to  fup- 
port  a  certain  Scheme  in  Agitation,  which  They  find  to 
be  very  difagreeable  to  the  general  Inclinations  of  the 
People, 

I  fhall  therefore  conclude  my  prefent  Argument  with 
obfcrvirg,  that  a  perpetual  ft  tin  ding  Army  of  eighteen 
thoujand  Men  was  even  lately  thought  fo  unjuftifiable  a 
Subject,  that  the  mmijlerial  Writers  ufed  to  contend  for 
it  only,  during  the  unfettled  State  of  Affairs,  and  pro- 
inifetl  us  that  We  ilxnild  be  relieved  from  fome  Part  of 
it,  as  foon  as  they  were  adjufled  ;  but  the  Argument?, 
made  Ufe  of  laft  Year,  give  us  the  moft  dreadful  Ap- 
prchenfions,  as  they  are  founded  on  the  Neceffity  of 
keeping  up  the  fame  Number  of  Forces  at  all  Times. 
However,  fmce  the  honourable  Gentleman  in  the  Ad- 
tniniftration  was  pleafed  to  infift  upon  it,  for  one  Year 
only,  till  We  faw  whether  the  Powers  of  Eurcpe  would 
acquiefce  in  our  late  Treaties,  and  nothing  to  the  con- 
trary having  appear'd,  We  hope  that  He  will  have  the 
Goodncfs  to  defire  it  no  longer  ;  for  \f\htfame  Number 
of  Forces  fliould  TDC  now  continued,  We  can  have  no 
Reafon  to  expcdl  a  Reduction  at  any  Time ;  and  thu* 
a  ftanding  Army  of  near  eighteen  than f and  Men  will, 
indeed,  become  a  Part  of  our  Confutation  ;  or  rather 
our  antier.t,  civil  Conflitution  will  be  in  Danger  of  be- 
ing converted,  by  Degrees,  into  a  military  Government. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  was  of  the  lame  Opinion 
Himielf,  and  veafon'd  moft  vigoroufly  for  it,  in  the 
Year  1718.  I  could  wifh  that  his  Speech,  at  that 
Time,  were  extant,  as  well  as  That  in  the  Year  1732, 

that 
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that  We  might  have  the  Pleasure  of  comparing  them 
together,  and  from  thence  form  a  Judgment  whether 
the  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN,  or  the  MINISTER, 
fpoke  moll  like  an  bonefl  Englifoman  and  a  Man  of 
Senfe. 

But  whatever  his  former,  or  his  prefent  Opinion  may 
be  upon  this  Head,  We  rely  on  his  Maj (fly's  molt 
gr.icious  Promife,  and  the  Wisdom  of  our  Rcprej'enta- 
tives  for  fuch  Relief,  as  They  mall  think  moil  proper 
and  expedient,  in  our  p.elent  Circumlhnces.  D. 

N°34O.  SATURDAY,  Jan.  6,  1732-5. 


Some  Observations  en  the  natural  Strength  and  Security 
of  this  Kingdom. 

Believe  every  one  of  my  Readers  hath 
run  before  me,  i:i  this  Part  of  the  Argu- 
ment, and  concluded  that  I  mean,  by 
our  natural  Strength,  the  royal  Navy  of 
England  and  the  known  Bravery  of  our 
People,  who  might  be  eafily  form'd  into 
a  regular  Militia,  fufficient  to  anfvver  all  the  Purpofcs 
of  a  /landing  Army. 

On  theft  two  Bulwarks  our  Anceftors  have  rely'd 
with  Safety  for  many  Generations,  and  the  moft  glorious 
of  our  former  Kings  have  defired  no  other  Guard,  m 
Times  of  Peace  abroad,  though  They  had  powerful 
Competitors  and  Parties  againft  Them  within  the  Bow- 
els of  the  Kingdom  ;  for  even  during  the  long  and 
bloody  Contells  between  the  Houfes  of  York  and  Lan- 
lafter,  it  is  very  remarkable  that  whichever  Party  hap- 
pen'd  to  prevail,  They  disbanded  their  Army,  as  foon 
as  the  Adi  ion  was  over,  and  fcorn'd  to  fecuie  Them- 
H  3 
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fclves,  by  fubjefting  the  Kingdom  to  a  military  Govern- 
ment. 

Thefe  Points  have  been  fully  explain'd  already  by  fe- 
veral  Writers  of  the  firft  Note  ;  but  the  confhnt  Reite- 
jation  of  the  fame  Argumenis  for  the  Continuance  of  a 
.Jtanding  Army,homT\m&  to  Time,  make  it  neceflary 
to  repeat  the  lame  Antidotes  againft  them,  by  incul- 
cating into  the  Minds  of  the  People  where  their  real 
Strength  and  Security  confiit. 

I  will  begin  with  our  tnaritime  Force  ;  by  which  I 
mean  our  commercial  Navigation,  with  all  the  vaft  Ad- 
vantages arifing  from  it,  as  well  as  our  Ships  of  War. 

I  fuppole  it  will  not  be  deny'd  that  We  are  at  prefent 
poflels'd  of  the  finefl  Navy,  both  for  Number  and 
Strength,  in  the  whole  World;  perhaps,  I  might  add 
a  much  finer  one  than  England  itfelf  could  ever  boait 
of  before,  in  any  Age;  unlefs  it  hath  been  fuffer'd  to 
decline  very  lately;  which  I  hope  We  have  no  Reafon 
to  fuppo'e,  or  believe. 

It  will  likewiie  be  allow'd  that  no  Country  excells 
us  in  the  Skill,  Bravery  and  Hardinefs  of  ourSeamea. 
This  is  amply  confefs'd  by  the  Conduft  of  all  Nations, 
even  the  worft  of  our  Enemies,  who  have  left  no  Arts 
untry'd  to  delude  Them  into  their  Service;  and  I 
heartily  wifh  They  had  not  fucceeded  fo  well  in  their 
Attempts. 

Our  principal  Intereft  therefore  confifts  in  maintain- 
ing a  ftrong  naval  Power,  and  encouraging  an  extended 
Commerce.  The/e  two  Points  have  a  mutual  and  necef- 
fary  Dependence  on  each  other;  for  as  Trade  cannot  be 
carry'd  to  any  great  Height,  in  the  prefent  Circum- 
ftances  of  Affairs,  without  a  fufficicnt  Power  to  protect 
it  againft  all  our  Enemies  and  Competitors;  fo  neither  is 
it  poffible  for  us  to  .keep  u^  fttch  a  Power,  without  the 
Advantages  of  a  large  and  four  ijhing  Trade. 

In  the  next  Place,  a  Uriel  Regulation  ought  to  be 
pbferved  in  the  Management  of  our  Marine;  by  mak- 
ing a  juft  Difpofition  of  naval  Preferments',  and  giving 

our 
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our  Sailors  all  poffible  Encouragement  to  continue  in 
our  Service,  by  good  Uj'age,  regular  Payment,  and  pro- 
hioiting  their  Officers  from  defrauding  Them  of  their 
legal  Rights. 

The  common  Method  of  manning  our  Fleets  by  Im- 
prejjing  is  another  Point,  which  defer ves  particular 
Notice.  I  am  verily  perfuaded,  for  my  own  Part, 
that  this  violent  Way  of  proceeding  hath  thinn'd  our 
Fleets,  and  tempted  our  Mariners  to  enter  into  foreign 
Service,  more  than  any  Thing  elfe;  unlefs  it  be  pinching 
their  Bellies,  and  cheating  them  of  their  juft  Dues;  two 
Haidihips,  which  a  brave  Englifo  Sailor  can  never  for- 
give ;  and  which  ought,  indeed,  to  beieverely  punim'd. 
I  don't  know  how  far  this  Practice  of  Impreffing 
may  be  authorized  by  Cuftom  and  long  Ufage;  but  it  is 
fo  far  from  being  warranted  by  any  Laiv,  as  far  as  I 
can  find,  that  it  feems  inconfillent  with  Magna  Charta 
itfelf,  and  the  common  Rights  of  all  Englijbmen  efta- 
blifh'd  by  it.  Sure  I  am,  that  it  carries  a  very  arbi- 
trary Air,  and  looks  more  like  a  Turkijh  than  an  Eng- 
lifo Cuftom,  to  fee  an  induftrious  poor  Man  feized  in 
the  Streets,  or  upon  the  Water,  by  a  Gang  of  Ruffians, 
and  dragg'd  away,  like  a  Felon,  from  his  Bufinefs  and 
his  Family,  againft  his  Confent,  and  without  any  Con- 
viftion  of  Guilt,  by  a  lawful  Trial  of  his  Countrymen. 
It  is  likewife  of  very  pernicious  Confequence  to  Trade 
and  Merchandize,  as  well  as  prejudicial  to  the  Service 
of  our  Navy.  — —  But  This  is  fo  copious  a  Subject, 
that  I  muft  defer  the  farther  Examination  of  it  to  fome 
other  Opportunity,  and  mall  now  proceed  to  the  Point 
in  Hand. 

Whilfl  we  are  able  to  keep  up  fiich  a  naval  Power  in 
its  full  Vigour,  by  employing  it  in  the  Protection,  En- 
couragement and  Extenfion  of  our  Commerce,  by  which 
only  it  can  be  iupported,  we  fhall  eafily  maintain  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Seas;  and  whilft  We  continue  Matters 
of  that  Element,  we  may  fafely  defpife  any  Invafions, 
or  Attempts  from  abroad.  It  is  this  maritime  Forcet 


pa  The  CRAFTSMAN.    Nc  340. 

commercial  as  well  as  military,  and  not  the  Number  of 
our  regular  Troops  (is  the  honourable  Gait/etnan  is  plea- 
fed  to  afl'ert)  by  which  every  State  meafures  our  Strength, 
and  on  winch  our  Influence  and  Credit,  in  the  }  ublick 
Negotiations  of  Europe,  muft  in ti rely  depend. 

But  we  are  told  by  Mr.  Walfingham,  that  there  can 
be  no  abfolute  Dependence  on  a.  naval  Force,  'to  oppcfe,  or 

defeat  an  Inrajicn  of  this  I/land. Did  any  Writer 

ever  aflert,  that  We  can  abfolutely  depend  on  a  naval 
Force;  or  will  any  Body  pretend  to  iky  that  there  is 
any  abfolute  Dependence  on  zftanding  Army ;  or  on  both 
an  Army  and  a  Fleet;  or,  indeed,  on  any  human  Secu- 
rity whatfoever;  as  We  found,  to  our  Benefit,  at  the 
late  glorious  Revolution?  Armies  may  revolt  of  their 
own  Accord ;  or  be  corrupted;  or  furprized ;  or  polled 
in  wrong  Places;  or  drawn  into  Ambu.cade. ;  knY.es 
other  Accidents  and  Cor  tingences  of  the  like  Nature,- 
which  are  common  to  Armies,  as  well  as  Fleets .  But 
what  We  aflert  is,  that  England,  asanlfland,  may  de- 
pend with  infinitely  more  Security  on  a  fleet  than  a 
Jlanding  Army.  This  is  undoubtedly  true;  and  This 
is  fufficient  for  our  prefent  Purpole. 

We  know,  fays  He,  that  the  fame  Wind,  which  brings 
the  Invader  upon  our  Coajls,  mill  often  Jhut  up  our  Fleets 
in  our  own  Harbours.  To  illutfrate  This,  He  adds 
the  following  Inftance,  by  Way  of  Qoeftion.-  Dul 
not  King  James  tbe  fecond  s  Fleet  lye  Wind-bound  in  the 
Mouth  of  the  Thames,  when  the  Prince  «/"Orange/<v//V 
by  in  his  Paffage  to  Torbay,  where  He  landed? 

This  is  the  olcl  ftale  Topick,  which  hath  been  con- 
ftantly  trumpt  up  to  mew  the  Neccflity  tfzjlariding 
Army,  in  Times  of  Peace,  from  the  right  honourable 
Author  of  the  BALLANCING  LETTER,  in  King  Wil- 
liam's Reign,  down  to  another  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman and  his  Advocates,  at  prefent.  But  it  hath 
been  fo  often  anfwer'd,  in  the  ftrongeft  and  cleared 
Manner,  that  I  mall  contradl  my  Obfcrvations  upon  it 
into  as  fliort  a  Compafs  as  pofljble, 

One 
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One  would  be  inclined  to  think,  from  this  Way  of 
Reafoning,  that  a  naval  Armament,  fufficient  to  con- 
quer England,  could  be  equipp'd  all  on  a  fudden  and 
in  the  Dark,  without  giving  u?,  or  any  of  our  Allies, 
the  leaft  Alarm;  whereas  nobody  can  be  ignorant  that 
the  necefIVy  Preparations  for  fuch  an  Enterprize  take 
up  a  great  deal  of  Time,  and  require  fuch  a  Number  of 
Ships,  both  for  Tranfports  and  Convoys,  that  all  Eu- 
rups  muft  be  faft  afleep,  if  it  fhould  pals  -unobferved. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  Spanifb  Armada  (at  that  Time 
the  Te  ror  of  the  whole  World)  confifted  of  but  eigh- 
teen tboufand  Men',  and  it  is  ftill  frefh  in  our  Memory 
that  King  William  brought  over  but  fourteen  tboufand, 
in  fix  or  feven  hundred  Ships;  fo  that  no'.hing  but  the 
moft  egregious  Indolence,  or  even  Sottifhnefs,  can  ever 
expoie  us  to  fuch  an  Attempt,  without  fome  Warning 
and  Time  for  Defence. 

This  leems  to  have  been  the  Cafe  of  the  late  King 
James ;  who,  very  happily  for  us,  paid  no  Regard  to 
all  the  repeated  Advices  from  France,  concerning  the 
Prince  of  Orange's,  Defign,  and  could  not  be  induced  to 
believe  it,  till  the  Prince  declared  his  Intentions  him- 
felf,  and  was  preparing  to  fet  fail  from  Holland. 

As  to  King  JamesV  fleet  lying  Wind-bound  in  the 
Mouth  of  the  Thames,  when  the  Prince  ^Orange  faiTd 
by,  it  hath  been  much  doubted  whether  our  Deliverer 
was  not,  at  leaft,  as  much  obliged  to  the  Affedlions  of 
the  Officers  and  Seamen,  who  compofed  that  Fleet,  as 
to  the  Winds,  for  his  Paffige  to  Tor&ay,  without  any 
Mole  Ration. 

But  however  that  Affair  might  ftand,  it  is  certain 
that  fuch  a  Difpofition  might  be  made  of  our  Fleet, 
upon  any  Apprehenfions  of  Danger,  that  it  would  be 
exceedingly  difficult  for  any  considerable  Squadron  to 

efcape  us. The  Spanifo  Invafion  of  Scotland,  in  the 

la  ft  Reign,  with  an  Army  of  three  hundred  Men,  is  fo 
very  ridiculous  a  Proof  of  our  Infecurity,  and  the  Un- 
reaibnablenels  of  depending  on  a  naval  Power,  that  I 
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am  afhamed  to  take  any  farther  Notice  of  it.  I  fup- 
pofe,  it  was  mentioned  only  for  Want  of  better  Argu- 
ments. 

But  let  us  go  farther  ftill,  and  allow  every  Thing, 
which  the  Advocates  for  jlanding  Armies  can  pofiibly 
defire.  Let  us  fuppole  that  fome  foreign  Power,  in 
the  Intereft  of  the  Pretender,  fliould  conjure  ur>a  great 
•naval  Armament,  all  on  a  Sudden,  without  any  Body's 
Notice,  and  find  Means  to  fteal  into  England t  by  the 
Aflilianceof  a  dark  Night,  or  a  favourable  Wind.  Yet 
I  fliould  be  glad  to  know  what  They  are  to  do,  when 
They  get  here ;  for  though  They  might  land  upon  us, 
in  fuch  a  clandeftine  Alanner,  I  preiume  it  would  not 
be  altoge'her  fo  eafy  for  Them  to  fculk  back  again,  or 
a  very  difficult  Matter  for  us  to  intercept  their  Sup- 
plies. 

The  Cafe  then  is  thus,  (as  I  chute  to  exprefs  it  in 
Mr.  Trencbarfi  Words)  that  twenty  tboufand  Men,  of 
which  very  few  can  be  Horfe,  are  landed  in  England,. 
without  any  human  Probability  of  being  fupplyd  front- 
abroad. 

This  Army,  fays  He,  Jhall  never  march  twenty  Miles 
into  the  Country  ;  for  They  cannot  put  Themfelves  in  a 
marching  Pofture  in  left  than  a  Fortnight,  or  three 
Weeks,  and  ly  that  Time  We  may  have  100,000  Mi- 
litia drawn  down  upon  Them  ;  whereof  10.000  Jhall  be 
Horfe,  and  as  many  Dragoons  as  We  pleafe ;  and  if 
this  Militia  does  nothing  elfe  but  drive  the  Country,  cut 
off  their  Foragers.  rfWStraggleis,  pojfifs  Themfelves  of 
the  Defiles,  and  intercept  Provisions,  their  Army  mujt 
Be  deftroy'd  in  ajhortTime. 

If  thisReafooing  is  juft,  in  any  Degree,  and  it  was 
never  yet  an  fwci'd,  what  Danger  can  We  poffibly  ap- 
prehend from  fuch  an  Invafion,  when  our  Militia  is 
back'd  with  a  Body  of  fre  or  fix  thoujand  regular 
Troops,  befidcs  a  iufticient  Number  to  man  our  G,irri- 
fons  and  fecure  Scotland  ? 

This 
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This  was  the  Opinion  of  the  late  Duke  ofMarlbo- 
rougb  ;  who  declared,  as  I  have  been  told,  upon  a 
very  important  Occafion,  that  He  would  undertake  to 
dctat  any  Body  of  Men,  which  could  poflibly  be  lan- 
ded upon  us  by  Surprize,  with  only  his  own  Regiment 
of  Guards,  two  or  three  Regiments  of  Dragoons,  and 
fuch  a  Train  cf  Artilllery,  as  He  could  eafily  draw  out 
againfl  Them  ;  whereas  They  could  not  pofii'oly  bring 
any  whh  Them  of  any  Confequcnce.  Bcfide?,  it  ought 
to  be  confider'd  that  having  wo  fortify* d  fonts  to  fecure 
Themfelves,  till  People  could  come  "in  to  join  Them, 
it  would  be  impoffible  for  Them  to  ftand  long  againft 
fuch  a  Force. 

King  ^7///rf«f,  indeed,  found  an  eafy  Paflage  thro* 
all  thefe  Obibcles,  by  a  wonderful  Concurrence  of  In- 
cidents iu  his  Favour.  Yet  even  all  Thefe  might  not 
have  been  fafficient,  if  the  Way  had  not  been  paved 
for  Him  by  that  well-grounded  Diiafreftion,  which  had 
fpread  itfelf  fo  generally  amongtl  all  Ranks  of  People, 
not  only  in  Town  and  Country,  not  only  in  the  Camp, 
the  Fleet  and  the  Court,  but  amongft  his  Favourites, 
his  Relation?,  and  even  his  very  Children  themfelves. 

To  This  the  Succefs  of  the  Revolution  was  intirely 
owing;  and  This  is  a  demonflrative  Proof  that  the 
AjfeRiom  of  tve  People  are  a  much  ftronger  Security  to 
the  Prince  than  Armies,  and  Fleets,  and  Mhnfters,  and 
Riches,  with  all  the  other  Props  and  Scaffoldings,  which 
are  commonly  made  Uie  of  to  fupport  a  Throne. 

But  this  iurprizing  Series  of  lucky  Accidents  in  our 
Favour,  at  that  Time,  hath  been  always  memion'd  as 
little  lefs  than  miraculous ;  and  therefore  nothing  can 
be  more  tmreafonable  than  to  keep  up  a  numerous  ftand- 
ing  A'my,  in  order  to  defeat  a  Coincidence  of -Event?, 
which  never  happen'd  before,  and  perhaps  may  never 
happen  again.;  for  as  We  ought  not  to  depend  upon 
Miracles  for  our  Prefervation,  fo  I  hope  We  have  done 
nothing  to  expeft,  -or  deferve  fucb.  an  extraordinary  In- 

terpoiltiou 
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terpofition  of  Providence  for  our  Definition.  But  to 
return  ; 

Militias  are  the  natural,  the  ft  ongeft  and  moil  proper 
Defence  of  free  Countries.  They  have  always  been  ic- 
ly'd  upon  in  England  as  fuch,  till  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  fecond,  and  were  never  found  inefficient  ; 
for  when  was  England  ever  over-run  by  any  foreign 
Power,  againft  their  own  Confent,  for  Want  ofzftand- 
ing  Army  ? 

Sir  Robert  Cattail  being  confulted  upon  an  important 
Occafion,  in  the  Beginning  of  King  Charles  the  /r/?'s 
Reign,  gave  this  Advice  at  the  Council- Table.  *  There 
mttfl  be^  to  with/land  a  foreign  Invafion,  a  Proportion 
of  Sea  and  Land-Forces ;  and  it  is  to  be  conjider'd  that 
v.o  March  by  Land  can  be  of  that  Speed  ts  make  Head 
againft  the  Landing  of  an  Enemy.  Then  it  follows,  that 
there  is  no  fuch  Prevention  as  to  be  Matter  of  the  Sea. 

For  the  Land-Forces,  if  it  were  for  an  offenfive  War, 
the  Men  of  lefs  Livelyhood  were.  be/I  /pared  ;  and  We 
ufed  formerly  to  make  fuch  /-/^r'Purgamenta  Reipublica?, 
if  We  made  no  farther  Pur  chafe  by  it.  But  for  the 
Safety  of  the  Commonwealth,  toe  Wifdom  of  all  Times 
did  never  ir.truft  the pnblick  Caufe  to  any  ether  than  ts 
fuch  at  bad  a  Portion  in  the  publiek  Adventure',  and 
That  We  faw  in  \  588,  when  the  Care  of  the  Queen  mid 
of  the  Council  did  make  the  Body  of  that  large  Army  (to 
oppofe  the  Spanifh  Armada)  no  other  than  of  the  Train'd 
Bands  ;  which,  with  the  Auxiliaries  of  the  Realm,  a- 
tnoantcd  to  no  iefs  than  twenty-four  thoufand  Men. 
Neither  were  any  of  Tbefe  drawn  forth  from  their  Country 
and  proper  Habitations  before  the  End  of  May,  that  it 
might  be  no  long  Grievance  to  the  Publick  $  'fuch  Dif- 
contehtments  bung  to  us  a  more  fatal  Enemy  than  any 
foreign  Forces. 

In  the  fame  Advice  to  the  King,  He  lets  Him  know 
how  the  People  relented  his  keeping  up  an  Army  in  the 

Winter, 

*  See  RufhworthV  Cclleftion;,  Vd,  I.  />.  269. 
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Winter,  though  We  were  then  in  War  both  with  Trance 
and  Spain. The  Words  are  thefe; 

And  the  dangerous  Diftaftes  to  the  People  are  not  a 
little  improved  by  the  unexampled  Courfe,  as  They  con- 
ceive >  of  retaining  an  Inland  Army  in  Winter  Seafon, 
when  former  Times  of  general  Fear,  as  in  1588,  pro- 
duced  rone  fv.ch  i  and  makes  Them,  in  tbt  ir  diftrafted 
Fears,  conjecture  idly  that  it  was  raifed  wholly  to  fubjeft 
their  Fortunes  to  the  Will  c/' Power  rather  than  ofLi\v, 
and  to  make  good  fame  farther  Breach  upon  their  Liber- 
ties and  Freedoms  at  home,  rather  than  to  defend  us 
from  any  Force  abroad. 

Having  cited  theie  PafTages,  in  which  fuch  honoura- 
ble mention  is  made  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  I  hope  the 
Reader  will  excufe  one  Quotation  more,  which  contains 
a  Story  of  the  fame  excellent  Princefs,  very  much  to 
our  prcfent  Purpofe. 

When  the  Duke  of  Alenfon  came  over  to  England,  a:id 
for  fome  Tims  had  admired  the  Riches  of  the  City,  the 
Conduct  of  her  Government,  and  the  Magnificence  of 
her  Court,  He  ask'd  Her,  amidft  fo  much  Splendour^ 
where  were  her  Guards  ?  which  Queftion  /he  -refolded  a 
few  Days  after,  when  She  took  Him  in  her  Coach  thro* 
the  City,  and  pointing  to  the  People,  (who  received  Her 
in  Crouds,  with  repeated  Acclamations)  Thefe,  faid  Sh'f 
my  Lord,  are  my  Guards.  Thefe  have  their  Hands, 
their  Hearts  and  their  Purfes  always  ready  at  my  Car  - 
Ttrand;  and  Thefe,  fays  the  Author,  were  Guards  it- 
deed ;  who  defended  Her  through  a  long  and  fuccefsful 
Reign  of  forty-four  Years  agalnft  all  the  Machinations  of 
Rome,  the  Power  e/'Spain,  a  difputed  Title,  and  the 
perpetual  Conspiracies  of 'her  ozvn  Popiili  Subjects;  4 
Security,  the  Roman  Emperors  could  not  boajl  of,  with 
all  their  Pretorian  Bands,  and  their  Eaftern  and  We- 
ftern  Armies. 

Give  me  Leave  to  add,  that  tbefe  Guards  are  atten- 
ded with  no  Jcaloufies  of  the  People;  concerning  their 

VOL.  X.  I  Liberties^ 
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Liberties  ;    nor  with  any  Complaints    of  burtbenfome 
Taxes  and  Impcfitions-  to  fupport  them. 

But  to  This  it  hath  been  objected,  by  the  honourable 
Gentleman  and  bis  Advocates,  that  the  Circum/lances  of 
Europe  are  intirely  after V  in  this  RefpecJ  ;  that  for- 
merly the  Armies  of  all  Nations  confiftcd  in  Militias  only  ; 
whereas,  at  prefent,  there  is  no  State  in  Europe,  which 
Joes  not  keep  up  a  Body  of  regular  Forces ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  abjolutely  necejfary  for  Us  to  do  the  fame,  for 
tur  own  Security. 

I  have  drawn  up  this  Objection  in  its  full  Force, 
and  will  now  give  it  a  particular  Reply. 

In  the  firft  Place,  I  muft  confefs,  and  I  do  it  very 
freely,  that  Militias  were  originally  the  only  /landing 
Force  in  all  Nations  j  but  how  came  thefe  popular 
Guards  to  be  turn'd  into  mercenary  Armies  ?  I  am  a- 
fraid  We  fhall  find,  upon  Examination,  that  this  Alte- 
ration took  Place  much  about  the  fame  Time  that  other 
Alterations  were  made  in  the  Conftitution  of  their  Go- 
vernment, and  when  moft  of  the  free  States  of  Europe 
•were  converted  into  abfolute  Monarchies.  Nay,  if  We 
enquire  a  little  farther,  I  believe  it  Avill  appear  that, 
in  every  particular  State,  the  Lofs  of  Liberty  and  the 
Eftablifhment  of  /landing  Armies  have  conltantly  gone 
Hand  in  Hand ;  or  that  one  hath  been  immediately  luc- 
ceeded  by  the  other. 

I  mult  therefore  take  the  Liberty  to  obferve,  that 
This  is  a  very  bad  Argument  for  perpetuating  n /landing 
Army  in  England,  and  carries  the  moft  infamous  Re- 
fleftion  on  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign. 

The  other  Part  of  the  Objection  (that  there  is  nt 
State,  at  prefent,  in  Europe,  which  does  not  keep  up  a 
Soa'y  of  regular  Forces,}  I  take  to  be  faJfe  ;  or  at  leait 
fo,  "in  fome  Degree  ;  for  are  there  no  Inftances  of  any 
Countries,  now  in  Europe,  where  Militias  are  intruded 

with   the  Safeguard   of  the  Community  ? Even 

in  Holland  itfelf    ( though  fuuated  on  the  Continent, 
near  powerful  Neighbours)    are  not  the  Inland  and 
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TwJing  'Towns  defended  by  the  Burghers  thqmfclvc?) 
and  is  not  This  the  Cafe  of  theScw/ir  Cantons,  as  well 
as  of  feveral  free  States  in  J/j/y  and  Germany  ? 

But  fuppofmg  there  were  no  fuch  Inflances  at  pre- 
fent, and  that  mercenary* Armiei  were  grown  falhionable 
all  over  Europe  ;  why  mud  We  follow  the  Example  of 
other  Nations,  without  the  fame  Reafon  ;  fince  the  Sea 
i^  our  Frontier,  and  will  effectually  preterve  us  from  any 
fudden  Infults  and  Incurfions  *  In  Queen  Efizakttlr* 
Reign,  the  Spaniards  maintained  a  large  ftanding  Army 
in  Flanders,  which  is  as  near  us  as  France  ;  and  yet 
that  tolfe  Princefi  did  rot  think  it  neceffary  to  iecure 
Herfdf,  or  to  curb  her  People,  with  the  fame  mercenary 
Fa'Cfs,  though  Pbllip  was  her  implacable  Enemy,  and 
there  was  a  powerful  Party  in  the  Kingdom,  continually- 
plotting  againfl  her  Life.  Nay,  even  when  the  mighty 
Armada,  compofed  of  regular  Troops,  was  juft  ready 
to  burft  upon  Her,  She  trufled  to  the  anticnt  Defence 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  advanced  againft  Them  at  the 
Head  of  her  Traiifd  Bands.  I  fhould  therefore  be 
glad  to  know  the  Reafons  why  a  Militia  may  not  be 
made  as  capable  of  defending  their  Country  now,  as  in 
bcr  Time. 

I  would  not  be  thought  to  mean  that  our  prefent  un- 
trairfd  Bands  are  fit  for  this  Service,  or  indeed  for  any 
Service,  befides  furnifhing  the  Town  with  a  ridiculous 
Diverfion,  and  cramming  their  Bellies,  at  the  Expence 
of  their  induftrious  Fellow -Subjects.  For  this  Realbn, 
They  have  been  long  laid  afid^,  for  the  Eafe  of  the 
People,  in  all  the  Counties  of  England,  except  MiJdle- 
fex  ;  where  there  feems,  at  prefent,  to  be  the  leaft  Oc- 
eafion  for  them  »  and  where  an  Intermiffion,  for  one 
Year,  gave  the  Inhabitants  Reafon  to  hope  for  a  con- 
tinued Relief,  as  long  as  it  mail  be  judged  neceffary  to 
keep  up  fo  large  a  Number  of  regular  forces.  But  We 
may  fee,  even  from  this  Inftance,  how  hard  it  is  to  deli- 
ver ourfelves  from  an  Ami'),  of  any  Kind,  when  once 
I  2  ellablilh'dj 
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elhblilh'd  ;  fo  juft  is  that  witty  Sarcafm  of  the  late 
Mr.  Gay, 

Soldiers  are  perfect  Devils  in  their  Way, 

When  once  They're  raifed,  They're  curfed  hard  to  lay. 

But  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  and  contrary  to 
Reaibn  than  to  fuppofe  that  the  Militia  cannot  be  made 

tij'efuL From  whence  is  our  prefent  Army  raifed 

and  recruited  but  from  the  Body  of  the  People  ? 

Are  there  not  Multitudes  {till  left  behind,  made  of  the 
iame  rugged  Materials ;  capable  of  undergoing  the  lame 
Hardfhips  ;  and  fearlefs  to  partake  in  the  fame  Dangers  ? 
Is  the  requifite  Knowledge  and  Art  of  a  common  Soldier 
fo  very  hard  to  be  attain'd  ;  or  does  the  calling  a  Man 
by  a  different  Name,  and  clapping  a  red  Coat  upon  his 
Back  make  fuch  a  wonderful  Change  in  his  Confthu- 

tion? May  not  a  great  Part  of  the  prefent  Army, 

when  disbanded,  and  even  fome  of  the  Officers,  be  in- 
corporated into  the  Militia ;'  and  will  They  lofe  any 
Part  of  their  Courage,  or  their  Skill  by  fuch  an  Altera- 
tion ? Bm  it  is  ridiculous  to  propofe  any  Scheme^ 

of  this  Kind,  whilft  there  is  fo  manifelr.  a  Difmclina- 
tion  to  the  Thing  itfelf ;  and  whilft  no  Pains  are  fpared 
to  make  the  Militia  contemptible,  as  well  as  ufele.'s. 
Whenever  any  Man  in  Power  ihall  think  fit  to  fet  about 
fuch  a  Work  in  earneft,  and  upon  an  boneft  Plan,  He 
will  not  want  Propofals  and  Affiilance  enough  to  effect 
it. -.-.  -  Gcd  knows  many  Things,  of  a  more  difficult 
and  intricate  Nature,  have  been  accomplifh'd  with  in- 
credible  Succefs! 

But  if  it  fliould  be  flill  infilled  on,  that  the  Circum- 
fianccs  of  Europe  are  fo  much  alter'd,  as  to  put  us  on 
a  Level  with  our  Neighbours  on  the  Continent ;  i£  our 
Situation  on  an  I/land  is  become  of  fo  much  lefs  Secu- 
rity than  it  was  a  Century  ago  ;  if  our  Navy  and  Mi- 
htia  are  grown  of  little  or  no  Ufc  j  but  it  is  abfolutely 
neceffary,  for  the  Safety  of  the  prefent,  royal  Family, 
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to  perpetuate  a  numerous  (landing  Army  in  this  King- 
dom ;  if  This,  1  lay,  fhould  be  our  Cafe ;  what  is  to 
be  done  ?  Is  it  not  incumbent  upon  us,  as  a  free  Pco- 
pfe,  to  think  of  fome  farther  Regulations,  which  may 
render  this  Army  as  little  dangerous  as  poffible  to  the 
Publick,  as  well  as  uneafy  to  the  Officers  themfelves, 
by  afcertaining  the  Road  to  military  Preferments,  ma- 
king their  Commijfions  lefs  precarious,  and  their  Con- 
duit, in  other  Stations,  equally  independent  with  the 
reit  of  their  FeUow-Subiefls.  D. 
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To   CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efq; 
S  I  R, 

Fancy  you  muft  be  fomewhat  fatigued 
with  your  late  laborious  Enquiries  into 
Excifes  and  (landing  Armies  i  and  that 
it  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  you  to 
breathe  a  little.  If  therefore  you  will 
accept  a  Turn  from  a  Friend,  ( as  fome 
of  our  modern  Divines  call  "it )  lend  me  your  Pulpit, 
and  I  will  preach  a  Saturdays  Lefture  for  you. 

We  remember  very  well,  on  the  Conclusion  of  the 
late  Treaty  of  Vienna,  how  much  and  how  loudly 
your  Athtrfariti  exulted.  The  Vanity  of  their  Hearts 
dilated,  and  they  triumph'd  in  Concert.  They  cry'd 
aload,  now  Mr.  D'Aavers  muft  drop  his  Pen.  Af- 
fairs are  quite  fettled  abroad  ;  and  our  Patron  may  fleep 
in  Peace.  Poor  old  Caleb  will  die  of  the  Spleen,  for 
Want  of  publick  Errors  to  animadvert  upon.  You 
very  foon  fatisfy'd  thefe  Gentlemen  that  They  were 
xniilaken  in  this  Point.  You  convinced  Them  that  our 
I  3  dmtftltk 
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Jomeftick  Affair*  flood  in  as  much  Need  of  a  drift  En- 
quiry, and  an  immediate  Amendment,  as  our  late  Af- 
fairs abroad.  I  am  likewife  afraid  you  muft  be  now 
convinced  that  you  have  engaged  yourJelf  in  an  im- 
practicable Defign.  — What  Herculean  Labours  have 
you  undertaken  ?  —  Where  will  you  begin  ?  —  Where 
will  you  end  ?  —  What  an  Augaan  Stable  is  Corrup- 
tion ? What  a  deform'd  Monfter  is  a  /landing 

Jrmy  in  a  free  Country  ? What  a  man$-headed 

Hydra  is  a  general  Excife?  —  You  have  attack'd  all 
thefe,  like  Hercules ;  but,  like  Hercules,  you  have  not 
(Vanquilh'd  Them  — You  have,  like  that  antient  Heroet 
endeavour'd  to  delhoy  ihc  Cextaurs ',  a  Sort  of  marau- 
ding Tax-gatherers',  but  you  have  not  yet  fubdued 
Them —  You  have  likewiie  attack'd  the  Stympbalides ; 
th'ofe  unclean  Birds  of  Prey,  who  cat  up  the  Fruits  of 
t"he  Earth,  and  whofe  very  Touch  is  Pollution ;  but 
you  have  not  been  able  to  put  Them  to  Flight  •• 
You  have  alfo,  for  many  Years,  combated  the  Ler— 
v&an  Dragon ;  but  with  Grief  I  obierve  that  your 

Warfare  has  been  hitherto  unfucceisful Nay,  mould 

you  be  able,  by  unwearied  Courage  and  Perfeverance, 
to  triumph  over  thefe  Monfters,  there  are  new  ones 
ipringirig  up  every  Gay,  "which  even  another  Hercu- 
les would  find  it  difficult  to  deftroy. 

I  mall  here  drop  the  Allegory,  and  come  to  the 
Point  propofed  in  this  Letter,  by  marking  out  one  Evil, 
which  I  apprehend  to  be  of  the  molt  dangerous  Con- 
icquence  to  the  Nation. 

I  profefs  myrelf,  Mr.  D'Anvers,  an  Enemy  to  Com- 
panics ',  as  you  have  often  done;  That  is,  to  all  tra- 
ding Confederacies,  in  veiled  with  exclujive  Powers.  I 
do  not  only  look  on  tbefe  Monopolies  as  utterly  deftruc- 
tive  to  all  free  Commerce,  but  as  wealthy  Combina- 
ti  >ns,  which  may  prove  very  fatal  to  Liberty. 

I  would  not  be  underftood  to  mean,  when  I  talk  cf 
thefe  incorporated  Bodies,  the  honcjt  Creditors  of  the 
Publick ;  to  whom  I  think  the  tendei-eft  Regard  ought 
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at  all  Times  to  be  paid,  as  They  lent  their  Money  for 
the  Service,  and  on  the  Faith  of  the  Government.  For 
this  Rea'fon,  their  Intereft  will  always  be  confiderM; 
and  if  ever  They  mould  fuffer,  it  will,  it  muft  be 
wholly  owing  to  the  wicked  Management  of  Tbofe, 
who  have  been  intruded  with  the  Power  over  their 
Properties. 

I  am  forry  to  obferve  that  you,_  Str,  have  been  too 
prophetical  in  your  Remarks  on  this  Subject ;  and  had 
any  Credit  been  given  to  your  Prediction?,  They  might 
have  been  of  fome  Ule  to  the  unhappy  Proprietors.  A 
plain  and  effeftual  Remedy  was  long  ago  pointed  out ; 
which,  if  it  had  been  then  taken,  might  have  cured 
what,  I  am  afraid,  is  now  grown  a  chronical  Diftem- 
p:r,  that  will  require  long  Time  and  a  levere  Re- 
gimen to  eradicate. 

You  have  often  explain'd  the  evil  Confequences, 
which  mull  attend  the  Power  given  to  the  Directors 
to  coin  Money,  in  the  Shape  of  Bonds ;  to  enter  into 
chimerical  Projects  of  Trade-,  to  permit,  perhaps,  to 
connive  at,  and  be  Themfelves  concern'd  with  the 
Company's  Super-Cargoes,  Faftors  and  Captains,  in  the 
Frauds  and  Embezzlements  of  their  EfFefts. 

You  fet  out  very  early,  even  fix  Years  ago,  in  ex- 
plaining fome  Frauds  in  the  Eaft-India  Company ;  and 
{bon  after  you  hinted  at  fome  others,  in  the  Method 
of  buying  and  felling  the  Company's  Goods.  You  made 
fome  proper  Obfervations  on  the  Practice  of  putting 
falfe  Samples  on  their  Goods,  at  the  publick  Sales ;  by 
which  Means  Tkofe,  who  were  let  into  the  Secret, 
made  infamous  Gains  at  the  Company's  Expence,  and 
to  the  Prejudice  of  the  bonefl  Buyer. 

Have  not  all  thefe  Charges  againft  Them  been  fince 
made  good  ?  —  Have  not  fome  late  Difcoveries  proved 
the  Truth  of  them,  even  to  Demonflration  ? — Is  not 
the  prefent  Decline  of  their  Trade  ( notwithstanding  an 
Excife  to  fupport  it )  an  evident  Proof  of  fome  bad 
Management  ?  —  Hath  it  not  already  obliged  Them  to 

reduce 
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reduce  their  Dividend?  —  Have  They  not  attempted 
to  reduce  it  ftill  lower  ?  — Hath  it  not  brought  Them 
under  the  prefent  critical  Dilemma,  with  relation  to 
their  Bonds? 

After  This,  you  took  Notice  of  the  5.  5.  Company. 
You  exprefs'd,  very  early  likewiie,  your  Sentiments 
with  Relation  to  the  Managers  of  that  Corporation. 
You  obferved  that  the  AJJiento  Trade  was  a  loflng  Con- 
tra'ft ;  and  that  the  annual  Ship,  which  was  granted 
to  the  Company  as  an  Equivalent  for  it,  produced  no 
Advantages  to  the  Company,  whatever  it  might  do  to 
Direftors,  Captains,  and  Supercargoes ;  befides  the  ge- 
neral Disadvantage  it  brought  upon  our  African  and  A- 
tnerican  Trade,  occafion'd  by  their  Tenders,  Sloops,  and 
Faftories  fettled  there. 

You  have  often  made  it  appear  that  this  annual  Ship 
had  occafion'd  frequent  Differences  between  the  two 
Crowns,  and  expofed  our  Merchants  to  almofl  conftant 
Depredations  and  Infults  ;  the  Spaniards  being  always 
fecure  from  any  Repriials,  by  having  fo  large  a  Pledge 
in  their  Hands. 

Well,  Mr.  TfAnvers,  what  Treatment  did  you  re- 
ceive for  all  thefe  feafonable  Notices  ?  —  Was  you  not 
infulted,  and  reproach'd  as  an  Enemy  to  publick  Cre- 
dit ;  difaffecled  to  the  Government ;  a  Friend  to  the 
Spaniards ;  a  Difturber  of  the  Peace  ;  and  a  Forger  of 

Scandal  ? ^  Was  you  not  charged,  by  one  of  their 

Fattors,  with  a  very  wicked  Defign  of  depriving  the 
Company  of  an  bonejl  Sub-Governor,  and  the  City  of  a 
worthy  Reprefentative ;  for  which  He  received  the 
Thanks  of  the  faid  bonejl  Sub-Governor,  and  Direttors  ? 

But  hath  not  all  you  have  faid  of  this  Company  pro- 
ved true  ? —  Have  not  the  Dire ftors  themfelves  been 
forced  to  own  that  They  have  luftain'd  great  Lofies  in 
Trade,  and  that  great  Frauds  have  been  committed  in 
the  Management  of  it  ?  —Were  we  not  lately  informed 
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in  2  *  printed  Paper,  calculated  for  the  Purpofes  of 
iertfiln  Gentlemen,  "  That  it  was  the  unhappy  Cafe 
"  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  that  the  Grant  of  an  an- 
"  nual  Skip,  delign'd  to  make  Amends  for  the  Lofs, 
"  which  They  knew  muft  and  has  attended  the  In- 
"  troduclion  of  Negroes,  inflead  of  anfwering  the  End 
"  for  which  it  was  granted,  has  proved  a  hjir.g  Trade  ; 
"  of  which  every  Proprietor  may  be  convinced  by 
"  infpcdling  the  Company's  Books. 

"  The  ill  Succefs  of  this  Trade  hath  been  attributed 
"  chiefly  to  two  Caufes ;  the  frequent  Reprifals,  or 
Seizures,  made  by  the  Crown  of  Spain  on  the  Com- 
pany's Effects,  and  the  Mismanagement,  rot  to  fay 
worfe,  of  the  Servants  of  the  Company.  The  jirft 
Caufe  is  of  fuch  a  Nature,  that  it  cannot  be  reme- 
died ;  and  the  Company's  Trade  muft  always  remain 
expofed  to  any  Difference,  'or  Miiimderfianding  be- 
"  tween  the  two  Crowns ;  and  oftentimes  the  Trade  it- 
"  fclf  occafions  that  Mifunderftanding,  which  expofes 
«'  the  Company's  Eftefts  to  Seizures.  As  to  the  laft 
"  Claufe,  Mijmanagement  of  Servants,  Experience 
"  teaches  us  what  to  depend  upon ;  and  whilft  Super- 
«'  cargoes  and  Faftors  want  Eftates,  and  Directors  have 
ff  Relations  to  provide  for,  or  other  Views  to  carry 
"  on,  we  may  flatter  ourfelves  in  vain  either  with 
"  Redrefs,  or  Amendment. 

And  yet  did  not  the  worthy  Sub-Governor  himfelf 
tell  us,  in  his  Speech,  fome  Time  ago,  that  the  Com- 
pany was  not  one  Farthing  in  Disburfe  on  Account  of 
TRADE  ;  though  He  had  juft  before  confefs'd  that  the 
Company  had  fuftain'd  infuppor table  Lojfts  in  Trade, 
which  obliged  Them  to  reduce  their  Dividend  from 
Six  to.  Four  per  Cent,  in  order  to  account  for  the  im- 
menle  Load  of  the  Bond-Debt,  and  to  annihilate  a  con- 
fiderable  Part  of  their  Capital,  for  the  Payment  only 
of  half  of  it  ?  —  Have  They  not  acknowledged  their 

*  Seethe  Foil  Boy,  Nov.  22,    1732. 

Loflc 
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Lofles  in  the  Greenland  Trade?  — Have  They  not  gi- 
ven it  up  ?  — Have  not  fame  Perfons  fhewn  a  manifcft 
Inclination  likewife  to  give  up  Part  of  the  American 
Trade  ;  even  that  Part  of  it,  which  alone  was  pretend- 
ed to  be  profitable  ? 

Thus  ftands,  at  prefent,  the  Cafe  of  thefe  two  great 
Companies ;  and  the  Proprietors  have  the  Mortification 
to  find  the  Truth  of  your  Obfervations  confirm'd  by 
the  Confeffion  of  their  Direftors  themfelves.  One  of 
thefe  Societies  made  fome  Applications  to  Parliament 
laft  Seffion,  which  will  probably  bring  Them  there 
again ;  and  We  have  been  told  that  the  other  hath 
Thoughts  of  applying  there  for  fome  Indulgence,  with- 
out which  They  find  it  impoffi'ok  to  continue  their 
Trade  with  Advantage. 

The  Cafe  of  the  Charitable  Corporation  is  likewife 
ftill  depending  before  that  auguft  AJfemblj  ;  and  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  York  Buildings  Company  feem'd  re- 
folved  to  feek  Relief,  or  Juftice,  in  the  fame  Place ;  fo 
that  our  Representatives  would  have  Bufinefs  enough 
to  employ  their  Thoughts  this  Seffion,  though  They 
had  no /landing  Armies,  or  Excifes  to  encounter. 

I  mall  conclude  with  an  Obfervation,  which  You 
have  often  made,  and  hath  been  too  fully  verify'd  in 
ieveral  Inftances ;  viz.  that  fuch  Corporations  are  not 
only  deftruttive  of  Trade,  dangerous  to  Liberty,  and 
prejudicial  to  the  Publick  in  general ;  but,  by  Fraud 
and  Mifmanagement,  are  commonly  attended  with  great 
Lofles  to  the  Proprietors  Themfelves. 

D.  R.  I  am,  SIR,   &e. 


To    CALEB    D'ANVERS, 
SIR, 

XOUR1  late  Difcourfes  on  /landing  Armies  and  the 
, 


natural  Strength  of  England  put  me  in  Mind 
,c  following    beautiful    Paflage  in    Sbakrfpeare; 

which 


1S10  341.    ^CRAFTSMAN.         107 

%vhich  I  think  deferves  a  Place  in  your  Paper,  at  this 
Junfture.  It  is  the  Speech  of  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke 
of  Lancafter ;  repreienting  the  Grievances  of  the  Na- 
tion, under  one  of  our  moft  unhappy  Princes.  I  re- 
commend it  to  your  ferious  Confideration,  and  am, 
SIR,  &c.  PHILELEUTHERUS. 

This  royal  Throne  of  Kings,  this  fcepter'd  Ifle, 
This  Earth  of  Majefty,  this  Seat  of  Mars, 
This  other  Eden,  demy  Paradife, 
This  Fortrefs,   built  by  Nature  for  herfelf 
Againft  Infection,  and  the  Hand  of  War, 
This  happy  Breed  of  Men,  this  little  World, 
This  precious  Stone,  fet  in  the  Silver  Seat 
Which  ferves  it  in  the  Office  of  a  Wall, 
Or,  as  a  Moat,  defenfive  to  a  Houfe, 
Againft  the  Envy  of  lefs  happier  Lands ; 
This  blefled  Plot,  this  Earth,  this  Realm,  this  ENG~ 

[ LAND  ; 

This  Nurfe,  this  teeming  Womb  of  royal  Kings, 
FearM  for  their  Breed  and  famous  for  their  Birth, 
This  Land  of  fuch  dear  Souls,  this  dear,  dear  Land, 
Dear  for  her  Reputation  through  the  World, 

Is  now  Leafed  out ; 1  dye  pronouncing  it, 

Like  to  a  Tenement,  or  pelting  Farm. 

ENGLAND,  bound  in  with  the  triumphant  Sea, 
Whofe  rocky  Shore  beats  back  the  envious  Surge 
Of  wat'ry  NEPTUNE,  is  now  bound  in  with  Shame, 
With /» Jy  Blots.,  and  rotten  Parchment  BONDS;-L 
That  ENGLAND,  that  was  wont  to  conquer  other i 
Hath  made  a  fhameful  Conqueft  of  ITSELF. 

N.  Sbakejpearis  Rich.  II.  Aft  II.  Sfene  /. 


SATURDAY, 


io8 
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.  SATURDAY,  Jan.  10,  1732-3. 

AVING  taken  Notice  of  a  Pamphlet, 
intitled  Remarks  on  the  horrible  Oppref- 
Jtotis,  Infolcncies  and  uttjuftifab/e  Par- 
tialities of  the  COMMISSIONERS  OF 
EXCISE,  and  quoted  feveral  Caies  out 
ofir,  in  the  fecond  Part  of  my  Argu- 
ment againjl  EXCISES,  pubHfh'd  laft  Monday,  I  fancy 
the  Reader  will  not  be  difplcafed  with  Ibme  fartlier 
Extracts  from  the  fame  Piece,  which  is  now  become 
very  fcarce.  1  ihall  therefore  prefent  Him  with  the 
Dedication,  and  fo  much  of  the  Difcourfe  itielf,  as  re- 
lates to  the  Argument  in  general. 

Preface  to  the  COMMONS   of  England,  in  Parliament 
aflembled. 

Right  Honourable, 

AS  your  Aflembly  is  the  Source  and  Original  of  le- 
giflative  Authority,  fo  you  are  allsvfd  to  be  tht 
only  favercign  Expositors  fl/ thole  Laws  you  make. 

'When  the  People  ^"England  find  TJjemfelvei  oppreffd 
and  cruftfd  by  the  partial  and  corrupt  Interpretations  of 
our  Laws  ;  and,  by  'Turns  and  far-fetched  Devices  of  de- 
fining Men,  robtfd  and  plunder" d  on  Pretence  of  legal 
Authority  }  to  You  11:cy  have  Recourfe,  farther  to  ex- 
plain and  exprejly  to  declare  the  true  Meaning  and  DC- 
Jign  of  the  Laws,  by  which  'They  are  fo  abtifed. 

When,  by  a  long-fence  dormant  Law,  ycu  ordered  that 
the  Brewers  and  Diftillers,  in  Cafe  of  a  fmall  Penalty 
of  5  1.  and  no  more,  as  to  the  Excifc,  upon  certain  Mif- 
(arriages,  when  committed,  Jbould  be  decifively  heard  by 

Commiflioners, 
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Commiflioners,  &c.  it  cannot  be  imagined  your  Ho- 
nours ever  dejigrfd  to  condemn  the  Bre.vers  and  Diftil- 
lers  to  the  Lofs  of  their  native  Privileges,  as  Englifh- 
men ;  and  that  They,  of  all  Men  in  England,  Jhould 
alone  be  Jo  unhappy  as  not  to  be  thought  worthy  of  their 
Share  in  the  Magna  Charta  ^England,  viz.  to  be 
try'd  b'j  their  Peers. 

This  Coti/i deration,  as  it  is  hoped  it  will  move  your 
Honours  to  redrefs  their  intolerable  PreJJitres,  under  the 
prefent  Tyranny  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Excifej  J» 
They  believe  it  will  be  yet  more  moving  to  your  Ho- 
nours, when  you  ft) all  pleafe  to  refeft,  that  the  faid  Pe- 
nalties being  rifen,  by  Jundry  fubfequent  Atts  and  addi- 
tional Claufes  to  the  Laws  of  Exciie,  from  5  /.  to  im- 
menfe  Sums ;  a  brewer,  or  Diftiller,  may  now  come  to 
forfeit  2  or  300  1.  per  Diem  ;  and  that  your  Honours 
will  agree i  it  is  of  much  more  Conference  that  They 
Jhould  be  heard,  in  fuch  Cafes,  before  juft  and  indif- 
ferent Judge?,  and  be  try'd,  as  is  the  undoubted  Right 
of  Englifhmen,  by  their  Peers. 

The  following  'Sheets  will  Jhew  your  Honours  fame 
fad  Examples  i/f  the  Subjcft  ruin'd  and  injured  by  the 
Tyranny  and  Injuftice  of  Commiffioners,  vefted  with  this 
exorbitant  Power ;  which  will,  without  ^ueflion,  move 
your  Honours  to  put  fuch  Reftraints  upon  Them,  that 
the  like  dejlrutlive  Meafures  may  not  be  taken  for  the 
future. 

The  Brewers  and  Diftillers  are  a  People,  from  lohsfe 
Induftry  and  $tock  in  Trade  the  greatejl  Branch,  per- 
haps, of  any  Jingle  Revenue  in  Europe,  is  raijed',  and 
it  is  humbly  hoped,  This  faould  ratbcr  entitle  Them  to 
the  Care  attdTendernefs  efthe  Government,  than  reduce 
Them  to  a  Condition,  in  which  their  Property  Jhould 
be  lefsfafe,  and  their  Principles  more  Jlreighten  d  than 
other  Men.  All  which  is  humbly  represented  to  your 
Honours  and.  together  with  the  following  Sheets,  humbly 
jubmitted  to  your  Ceniure  and  Deteftnituttwt, 

VOL.  X.  K  REMARKS 
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REMARKS  on  the  horrible  OppreJJicns,  Infolencies, 
and  unjuftijiable  Partialities  cf  the  COM  MISS  JO- 
KERS OF  THE  EXCISE. 

"  T  T  is  remarkable  of  England,  and  I  mention  it  to 
"  JL  the  Honour  of  free-born  Nations  in  genera],  that 
"  no  People  in  the  World  pay  their  Taxes  with  more 
""  Freedom  and  Chearfulnefs. 

"  But  two  Things  are  always  required  by  Them,  in 
"  the  Matter  oipublick  Taxing  ;  which,  if  once  They 
"  are  fatisfy'd  in,  They  look  no  farther. 

"I.  That  they  are  legally  enafted. 

"  2.  Equally  collefied. 

"  To  have  a  Tax,  or  Duty,  legally  enafted,  re- 
•"  quire3  but  one  eflablijh''d  Qualification,  known  and 
**  underfteod  by  all  Men  ;  viz.  that  it  be  confented 
4<  to  in  Parliament ;  pafs'd  into  an  Act  by  the  Lords 
"  and  Commons,  duly  aflembled  ;  and  obtain  the  royal 
"  AJfent,  in  due  Form.  When  thus  it  becomes  a  Law* 
"  no  Englijbman  will  open  his  Mouth,  but  immedi- 
**  ately  opens  his  Purfe,  and  frankly  parts  with  his 
«  Money. 

"  It  is  no  Part  of  my  Bufmefs  here  to  defcend  to 
*'  Particulars ;  or  to  fhew  how  many  Taxes,  perhaps, 
"  more  in  Proportion  than  any  Nation  in  the  World, 
"  are  thus  raifed  in  this  Kingdom,  and  how  chearfully 
"  paid  by  the  People ;  or  what  Mifchiefs  have  attend- 
**  ed  the  feveral  Attempts  to  raife  Money  by  illegal 
"  and  fxotick  Methods ;  the  moft  immediate  Handle 
"  of  c iv ll  Tyranny  ;  odious  to,  and  particularly  watch'd 
"  againft  by  the  People  of  England ;  and  whenever 
"  impofed,  or  attempted  to  be  fo,  always  vigoroufly 
"  oppoied,  and  more  than  once  to  the  Dcltruclion 
"  of  the  Contrivers. 

".  Nor  had  I  mention'd  it  here,  but  for  this  Reafon  j 
"  that  if  the  People  of  England  have  always  been, 
"  and  ilill  are  fo  jealous  of  this  partuular  Privilege, 

**  Uiat 
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"  that  They  cannot  be  fa#V  but  by  their  <7«>»  Can- 
«  fent  in  Parliament ;  and  the  highelt  Invaders  of 
"  this  Privilege  have  been  ruin'd  by  it ;  what  ought 
4t  They  to  cxpecl  from  the  fame  Refentment,  who  levy 
"  Taxes,  when  legally  given, 'different  from  the  true- 
«  Intent  and  Defign  of  the  Law  granting? 

*'  Tbffe  raife  Money  without  Confent  of  Parlia- 
"  ment,  in  the  worft  and  moft  *  deftruftive  Manner, 
"  and  ought  to  look  back  to  the  Spencers  and  Gave-- 
"  ftons  of  old,  who  abufed  the  Law,  and  the  Favour 
"  of  their  Prince,  in  illegal  Extortions,  Briberies  and 
"  Corruptions,  and  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Nation's  Ju- 
*'  ftice ',  and  though,  indeed,  the  Cafes  differ,  yet  in- 
"  This  they  agree ;  that  the  Subjefl  was  both  Ways 
"  plundered  and  rifled,  under  Prelence  and  by  the  Forms 
"  of  Law. 

"  The  Extortions,  Opprfjjions  and  Partialities  now 
"  before  us,  as  they  are  not  inferior  to  any,  that 
"  have  gone  before  them,  either  in  the  Villany  of 
"  the  PraRice,  or  the  Magnitude  of  the  Wrong ;  fe- 
'*  they  have  this  more  fatal  Difafter  in  them,  that  the 
"  injured  Subjefl  is  lock'd  up  by  Law,  without  Ai>- 
**  peal,  to  be  try'd,  judg'd  and  condemn'd  by  the 
"  very  Parties,  who  confederate  againfl  Him ;  and. 
"  when  He  appeals  from  Them,  he  only  appeals  ft 
"  Them  ;  for  He  finds  his  AdvcrJ'aries  upon  the  Bench 
"  of  Appeal,  ready  a*id,  God  knows,  how  empower'd, 
"  to  fway  and  determine  the  Caufe ,  as  They  pleafe.  - 

"  The  Evidence,  in  thefe  mock  Trials,  is  always  the 
"  Perfon,  that  contrives  the  Accufathn ',  who,  having- 
"  form'd  the  Plot  againft  an  innocent  Man,  obtains 
"  half  the  Spoil  for  Swearing. 

"  The  Cafe  is  then  brought  before  the  Commtffic— 
"  ners-,  who,  in  Concert  and  Confederacy  with  the- 
«•  indigent  Wretch  that  fwears,  hear,  judge  and  try 
"  the  Caufe  before-hand,  and  condemn,  or  acquit,  as 
"  the  Market  can  be  made. 

K.  a  «  Thui 
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"  Thus  no  Man's  Eftate  is  fife  ;  but  the  Property 
*'  ard  Induftry  of  the  Subject  is  deftroy'd  by  infinite 
"  Corruptions,  Partialities  and  abominable  Practices  ; 
"  to  the  Shame  and  Reproach  of  yuftice ;  Scandal  of 
"  a  weft-order*  d  Government ;  encouraging  all  Sorts  of 
"  Briberies  and  Perjuries ;  and  the  Ruin  of  a  Multi- 
"  tude  of  bereft  Fami/ies,  that  fall  into  the  mercilcls 
"  Hands  df/for/ef}  Thieves  and  Invaders. 

<c  And,  what  is  ftill  more  wonderful,  all  This  is 
"  praftifed  in  the  Time,  under  the  Authority,  and  in 
"  the  Name  of  a  Government  and  a  Queen,  that  de- 
"  fires  none  of  her  Subjects  mould  be  opprefs'd.  Her 
"  Majffty  denies  Juftice  to  no  Man ;  opprefles  no 
"  Man  ;  nor  covets  any  Mai  1*0  Property  ;  much  lefs 
"  would  permit  any '  Subject.,  commiflion'd  by  her 
f<  Authority,  to  opprefs  his  Fclb'.v  Subjefts.  No  In- 
"  jury  can  be  committed  in  England,  bur,  if  the 
"  Government  be  rightly  infoim'd  of  it,  will  obtain 
"  Redrefs;  and  all  due  Encouragement  is  given  to 
«*  reafonable  Complaints. 

"  Thefe  Thing?,  confider'd,  have  obliged  the  Au- 
"  tbor  of  this  Tra&  to  prepare  thefe  Sheets  for  pub- 
**  lick.  View;  in  which  the  following  Particulars  fhall 
"  be  faithfully  purfued  and  impartially  related  ,•  and  I 
**  hope  the  extraordinary  Coniequence  of  this  Publica- 
"  tion  to  the  Nation,  in  the  awakening  Jultice  to  pu- 
V  nifh  unbeard-of  Villairics,  and  the  protecting  inno- 
"  cent  Families  from  the  Rapine  and  Robberies,  which 
*4  are  thus  afted  without  Con'cicnce,  or  Principles, 
*'  will  be  a  fufficient  Juftification  of  this  Attempt. 

"  I 'take  the  Liberty  to  aflure  the  Perfons  concern'd, 
«'  that  here  is  no  ptrfcnal,  or  Party  Caufe  purfued  j 
««  the  Commffioners  of  the  Excife,  and  every  one  of 
*'  their  Officers,  are  perfectly  unkno\vn  to  the  Author 
41  of  Tljis  ;  neither  hath  He  any  Demand  from  Them  ; 
**  or  .is  direftly,  or  indirectly,  concern'd  in,  or  a  Suf- 
"  fcrer  by  any  of  their  Opprejjietis ;  but  as  the  daily 
"  Clamours  and  Comflainu  of  the  People,  ruin'd  and 

_"  injured 
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«'  injured  by  their  barbarous  and  unheard-of  Violence* 
"  fill  our  Streets  ;  expofe  the-Juftice  of  our  Govern- 
'«  ment ;  and  threaten  us  with  worfe  Conferences 
"  from  the  Example ;  He  has  concern'd  himfelf  to  en- 
"  quire  into  the  Particulars;  which  He  finds  fo  unu- 
"  fually  bad,  fo  univerfally  oppreffive ;  and  fo  notori- 
"  oufly  partial  and  unjufli  that,  in  order  to  imme* 
"  diate  Redrefs  of  the  Perlons  now  fuftering,  and  more 
"  efpecially  in  order  to  prevent  the  growing  Tyranny 
«'  of  unreafonable  People,  who  make  Ufe  of  the  Power 
**  granted  Them,  to  rob  and  ruin  the  Subjeft,  I 
"  thought  it  a  fpecial  Service  to  the  Publick  to  lay 
"  this  Matter  open. 

««  And  here  I  fhall  neceflarily  examine  two  Things. 

"  i.  Whether  there  is  not  an  exorbitant  Power, 
"  arbitrary,  and  in  its  Nature  illegal,  tho'  literally 
««  otherwise,  accidentally  and  perhaps  unwarily  put 
«x  into  the  Hands  of  the  Commijfimers  of  the  Excife. 

41  2.  Whether  They  have  not  made  Ufe  of  that 
tf  Power  to  different  Purpose?,  from  the  true  Intent  of 
•*  the  Law,  from  whence  They  derive  it  ? 

"  If,  in  this  Enquiiy,  Bribery,  Corruption,  and 
**  Partiality  appear  fairly  chargeable  upon  both  Ma/ters 
*'  and  Servants,  CsmmiJJi oners  and  Officers,  in  their 
"  executing  the  Laws  of  Excife ;  if  Thoufands  of 
"  People  appear  injured  and  opprejfd ;  ti\z.Trade  itfelf 
«•  difcouraged  and  the  pub  lick  Duties  lejjlen'd ;  flour  ilh- 
"  ing  Families  ruin'd,  and  the  Property  of  the  Englifr 
u  Subjeft  invaded ;  the  Gentlemen,  whofe  Guilt  w'Ul 
«*  make  Them  appear  concerned, ,muft  blufh  for  Them- 
«*  felves.  They  can  have  no  Body  to  blame,  that 
"  Grievances,  of  this  Nature,  at  laft  reach  the  Ears  of 
«'  Tbofe,  in  whofe  Power  onlv  it  ia  to  redrefs  them. 

"  i.  I  am  to  enquire,  whether  there  is  not  an-exor- 
"  bitant  Power,  arbitrary  and  in.  its  Nature  illegal, 
•'  tho'  literally  otherwise,  accidentally  and  perhaps 
«<  unwarily  put  into  the  Hands  of  the  Cgtnmijl/ioners  of 
**  Exdfff. 

K  3  "And 
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"  And  This  will  be  beft  inquired  into,  by  confider- 
"  ing  briefly  the  Laws  of  England,  in  their  general 
«'  Defign  ;  the  Nature  and  Reafon  of  them. 

'«  The  general  Defign  of  Law  is  to  prevent  Opprd'- 
"  Jions  of  all  Sorts,  Injuftice  and  unfair  Ufage,  on  ei- 
"  ther  Hand  ;  to  hold  the  Scale  of  Power,  and  judge  be- 
"  twecn  the  ftrong  and  the  weak.  The  Nature  and 
"  Reafbn  of  Law  is  regulating  the  Government  of  a 
•*  People,  and  bringing  Methods  of  Rule  to  a  ftatcd, 
«*  known  and  publick  Center ;  that  if  the  Guilty  offend, 
'*  the  Governors  know  what  to  inflift;  theG0cvn?V 
*'  what  to  expeft. 

"  Now  our  Englijb  Laws  have  nothing  more  ad  mi-' 
"  rable  in  them  than  the  reducing  the  Government  of 
'*  Mankind  to  an  Equality,  and  fuch  a  Scale  ofjuftice, 
••  mingled  with  Right  and  Liberty,  as  no  one  may  have 
«'  Caule  tocompkin  of  being  opprefs^d,  nor  any  Branch, 
««  or  Part  of  the  Conftitution  be  entrufted  with  more 
4t  Power  than  is  proper  ;  or  with  fo  much  Fewer,  as  to 
««  enable  Them  to  oppofe,  or  injure  another. 

"  Among  other  of  the  native  Branches  oijiiftice, 
"  for  which  our  Englijh  Laws  are  famous,  and  on  the 
"  Foot  of  which  this  Nation  has  rifen  up  to  fuch  a 
**  Degree  of  Profperity  and  Riche?,  Thcfe  are  fome. 

««  I.  That  every  EngUjbman,  offending  or  trefpaf- 
"  fmg,  fhall  have  zfair  Trial,  and  mail  be  judged 
"  by  his  Peers,  and  not  othenvife. 

«'  II.  That  indifferent  Judges  fhail  try  the  Caufe 
"  between  the  Prince  and  the  Subjcft,  and  not 
"  Parties  concerned. 

«  III.  That  no  Man  fhall  be  admitted  as  Evidence 
"  in  a  Cafe,  where  He  fhall  6e  Gainer  by  the  Con- 
"  demnation  of  the  Perfon  He  witnelTes  againtt. 

"  I  could  quote  innumerable  Statutes  and  parallel 
«<  Cafes,  to  prove  This.  The  fir/}  is  a  Branch  of 
«'  Magna  Cbarta,  and  the  known  Right  of  the  People 

"  of 
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«  oi England,  purchafed  with  their  Blood  and  Treafure, 
"  and  carefully  preferved  by  our  Anceflors  to  us  their 
»  Pofterity. 

«'  The  fecond  and  /£/W  being  founded  in  Reafon, 
««  and  daily  found  in  the  Ufage  of  the  Law,  and  coin- 
«'  mon  Practice  of  Courts,  needs  no  Recital. 

"  Now  if  thefe  three  known  Maxims  of  the  Law  are' 

"  invaded,  or  intrench'd  upon,    in   the  prefent  Cafe ;' 

"  I  leave  it  to  all  indifferent  People  to  judge  whether 

"  the  CommiJJionen  of  Excife  are  not  vefted  with  an 

exorbitant  Power,    illegal  in   its  own  Nature,    and 

contrary  to  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Englijh 

Nation. 

"  That  this  Power  is  vefled  in  Them  by  Parliament, 

and  confequently  is  liter  a'ly  legal,  I  do  not  deny  ;  but 

then  I  defire  to  examine  how  it  came  to  be  fo  ;  and 

how  it  is  improved  by  the  CommiJJtoners.  And  This, 

in   order   humbly   to  reprefent  in  its  Seafon  to  that 

«  honourable  A/embly,  and  fhew  Them  that  the  Power 

««  thus  deputed  IF,   by  thefe  Abufes,  become  fo  exorbi~ 

*'  tant,   as   it   is  well  worth   their  Honours  Enquiry, 

"  whether  it  is  not  injurious  to  thcSidytfil  and  too 

'*  much  Power  to   be  entrufted   or  committed  to  any 

tf  Set  of  Men  lefs  than  a  Parliamentary  AJfembly. 

«'  It  is  true  the  Aft,  that  firft  left  the  Determina- 
"  tion  of  Offences  againft  the  Laws  of  Ex  fife  to  the 
*'  CommijJiGTiers,  has  now  remained  for  a  confiderable 
"  Time ;  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  I  ^tb  of  Charles  II. 
"  and  is  intitled,  An  Aft  to  take  away  the  Courts  of 
««  Wards  and  Liveries,  Sec. 

"  And  the  feveral  Acts  fince  made,  viz.  for  addhio- 
"  nal  Duties,  Penalties,  and  Forfeitures,  having  all 
"  had  Reference  back  to  that  Aft,  have  feem'd  too 
«'  much  to  'depend  upon  the  Juftice  and  Equality  of 
«'  that  firfl  Law,  and  thereby  left  the  Delinquent  to 
4t  the  Mercy  of  his  Accujer,  and  to  the  corrupt  Sen- 
?  lence  of  an  arbitrary  Enemy,  too  often,  as  there  is 

«  good 
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"  good  Caufe  to  fear,  inrerefled  in  the  Sentence  He 
««  pafles. 

««  Now,  as  when  the  Aft  was  firft  pafs'd,  the  Se- 
*'  verity  of  it  was  not  much  regarded,  the  Penalties  be- 
"  ing  fmall,  and  not  exceeding  5  /.  for  any  Offence, 
««  fo  it  is  humbly  conceived  had  that  Parliament 
*'  thought  fit  at  that  Time,  to  have  laid  the  fevere 
"  Penalties  of  200,  100,  50  or  20 /.  and  the  other 
*'  various  Forfeitures,  by  which  one  Man  may,  in  his 
"  common  Way  of  Trade,  become  liable  to  the  For- 
"  feiture  of  iooo/.  per  Week  ;  it  is  humbly  fubmitted 
*'  to  the  publick  Judgment,  whether  I  am  too  pre- 
«'  fuming,  if  I  fay  it  is  very  likely  the  Parliament 
«*  would  have  been  very  cautious  in  the  Matter, 
"  and  have  confider'd  it  again  and  again,  before  They* 
**  gave  fuch  exorbitant  abfolute  Powers  to  Men  in  Places, 
«'  and  Court-Comrniffioners  ;  who  if  They  are  not,  are 
"  however  to  be  fuppofed  capable  of  being,  mercenary 
"  and  tyrannical. 

"  This  Law  therefore  is,  in  its  Execution  and  Con? 
««  ftrudion,  contrary  to  the  native  Right  ofEnghJhmen, 
«'  and  I  hope  cannot  but  recommend  itfelf  for  fame 
tf  Amendment,  if  not  a  Repeal,  to  the  Confideration 
tc  of  an  EngHJb  Parliament ;  fince  it  cannot  but  be 
"  thought  hard,  that  the  Diftillen  and  Brewers,  who 
*'  pay  the  nfoft  Taxes,  to  the  general  Support  and 
"  carrying  ou  the  War,  fhould  be  the  only  People, 
«•  who  muft  not  enjoy  the  tommtn  Privileges  ofEnglijb- 
*'  men,  and  whgje  Offences  muft  be  try'd  difterent 
"  Ways  from  all  the  reft  ofthefrfe&orn  People  of  thit 
"  Nation. 

«•  I  know  it  will  be  objeacd  here,  that  the  Par/ia* 
"  tnent  have  taken  Care  of  the  Subjects  Rights  in  this 
*'  Cafe,  by  eftabliming  Comrniflioners  of  Appeal,  where 
"  the  Subjedt  is  to  have  Redrefs. 

"  Now,  th'ough  it  is  true,  in  the  Nature  of  the 
"  Thing,  that  to  ered  a  Court  ef  Appeal,  has  a  very 

"  great 
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«  great  Face  of  Juftice  in  it ;  ar>d  no  Quedton  the  Par- 
"  liament,  who  eftablifh'd  that  Part  of  it,  thought 
•«  They  had  provided  for  all  the  Evils,  that  could  be- 
"  fall  the  injured  Subject. 

"  Yet,  when  the  Conduct  and,  indeed,  the  Capa- 
*'  city  of  tbi'fe  Comrmff oners  of  Appeal  comes  to  be 
"  examined  ;  when  the  Concert  between  Them  and 
"  the  Pcrfont  appealed  from  comes  to  appear;  how 
"  little  Rcdrers  They  give,  in  Cafes  of  notorious  In- 
"  jury  and  Abuj'e  of  the  Subjctf;  how  tediou*,  chargea- 
"  ble,  litigious,  and  fruitlefs  tbefe  Appeals  are ;  how 
"  often  the  Appellant  finds  his  Adverfarics,  the  Com- 
"  mijfienen,  fitting  on  the  Bexeb  wiih  the  Commlf- 
"  /toners  of  Appeal',  hearing  the  Caufe  again;  com- 
"  manding  the  Ear  of  the  Judges  of  Appeal;  influ- 
"  encing  and  byaffing,  and  too  much  governing  their 
"  Opinions;  when  once  the  unheard-of  Crimes  of 
"  tbefe  pretended  Judges  comes  to  Light,  and  the 
"  black  Lift  of  their  partial  and  fraudulent  Methods 
"  lhall  appear ;  it  will  ealily  convince  our  Lcgijlators, 
*'  that  to  make  CommijtjJoners  of  Appeals,  in  fuch  2 
*'  Manner,  &f.  to  fuch  People,  is  to  commit  the  fiij- 
"  firing  Stibjeft  to  the  Mercy  of  his  exorbitant  Enemy  ? 
"  and  I  believe  I  may  offer,  in  the  Name  of  the 
"  Brewers  and  Diftillers  in  London,  that  They  would 
"  give  2 0,000 /.  to  have  a  fair  Appeal  to  indifferent 
"  j"dges  >  Men  of  Knowledge  in  the  Law,  and  Con- 
"  Icience  in  Practice ;  and  to  have  all  the  Caufes  heard 
"  again  before  Them,  for  which  They  have  been 
"  barbaroufly  and  unjuftly  fentenced  and  fined,  by  the 
"  mercenary  and  tyrannical  Proceedings  of  the  prefent 
f*  CommiJTioners. 

"  If  thefe  Things  are  true,  as  there  is  too  much 
"  Reafon  to  believe  they  are,  and  of  which  any  Man. 
"  is  left  to  judge,  when  He  reads  the  hiflorical  Col- 
"  /etfions  of  Matter  of  Fa  ft,  at  the  End  of  this  Trea- 
"  tife,  it  cannot  hut  be  own'd  it  is  high  Time  to  lay 
"  This  before  the  Parliament  of  England;  where  fueb 

"  Griev 'antes, 
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«*  Grievances  as  Thefe  never  want  Redrefs,  and  the: 
•*  injured  Sukjett  cannot  fail  of  being  impartially  heard 
«'  and  relieved. 

"  It  follows  to  enquire,  whether  ihefe  Commtf/ioners 
**  have  not  applied  this  Power,  vefted  in  Them  by 
•*  the  Law,  to  different  Purpofes  from  the  true  In- 
"  tent,  &V. 

"  This  will  in  nothing  better  appear  than  in  the 
«*  Jive  Heads  of  Articles,  exhibited  to  the  PARLIA- 
*'  MENT,  in  a  Paper  printed  by  the  DtftUlen,  and 
*<  prefented  to  the  Members  with  their  Petition ;  and 
•*  which  are  as  follows  j 

"  i .  Informations  being  exhibited,  unknown  to  the 
"  Perfons  inform1  d  againft,  though  pretended  Summons 
"  have  been  fent,  frequently  are  fuffer'd  to  lye  feveral 
"  Years  unpurfued,  till  the  Servants  and  WitneJjTes,  by 
"  which  the  Perfcns  atcufed  might  defend  Themfelves, 
"  are  gone  from  Them,  or  dead,  or  have  forgot  the 
."  Particulars. 

"  2.  On  the  other  Hand,  Complaints  made  by  the 
"  Diftillers,  for  the  Injuries  and  Outrages  of  their 
"  Officers,  have  been  fo  long  left  unheard,  till  They 
"  have  not  been  able  to  make  out  the  Particulars,  for 
**  the  fame  Reafons  as  in  the  Head  above. 

"  3.  That  They  arbitrarily  take  upon  Them  to  de^ 
"  termine  Property,  and  refufing  the  Duly,  when  law- 
"  fully  tender'd  by  the  right  Owners,  and  Perfons, 
"  from  whom  it  is  legally  and  only  due,  demand  it 
"  of  Others,  wh611y  unconcern'd  and  pretend  to  Forfei- 
<(  tures  for  the  Default.. 

"  4.  That  when  They  have  been  fummoned  to 
«'  Trials,  on  either  Informations,  or  Complaints,  and 
"  have  duly  attended  with  Council  and  Witticffes, 
"  They  have  been  put  off,  without  Reaibn  given, 
*«  from  Time  to  Time,  on  purpofe  to  tire  Them  out 
"  with  the  Charge  and  Expence  of  Attendance. 

"  5 .  That  fundry  Perfons  have  been  condemned  and 
**  fined  by  the  arbitrary  Sentence  of  the  Cmmifli oners  i 

«•  and, 
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and,  at  other  Times,  have  been  accquitted  for  the 
fame  Kind  of  Fail,  which  To-day  is,  and  To-morrow 
is  not,  or  in  this  Perfon  is,  and  in  another  Per/an  is 
not  a  Crime,  according  to  the  Pleafure  of  the  Com- 
mijficners ',  by  which  Means  innocent  Men  are  led 
into  Crimes,  by  the  Allowance  of  thofe  very  Men, 
who  afterwards  cenfure  and  condemn  what  They 
before  approved;  and  no  Man  can  know  when  He 
afts  fafely  and  when  not. 

The  Author  then  proceeds  to  the  particukr  Cafes  of 
Mr.  Fuller  and  Mr.  Mackley  ;  of  which  I  have  given 
fome  Account  in  *  the  fecond  Part  of  my  Argument  a~ 
gainft  EXCISES.  D. 


To   CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Eft-, 

SIR, 

TH  E  beft  Way  to  prove  the  Strength  of  an  Ar- 
gument, is  \sy  reducing  it  to  logical  Rules.  I 
have  try'd  this  Experiment  on  the  eloquent  Speech, 
publifh'd  in  the  Free-Briton  of  the  4th  Inflant,  and 
attributed  by  Mr.  Walfingham  to  a  very  great  and 
honourable  Perfon  ;  but,  upon  Trial,  I  cannot  reconcile 
his  Reafonings  to  any  Mode,  or  Figure,  taught  in  the 
Schools.  The  whole  Speech  coiifilts  of  the  following 
anconffqttential  Proportions,  or  Anti-Sylkgifms ;  viz. 

i.  The  prelent  Queltion  is  not  z\x>\tt  ft anding  Armies, 
which  are  certainly  very  dangerous,  but  only  about  al- 
lowing his  Majefty  a  Land-Force  of  Jeventeen  thotifand 
Men ;  therefore  Gentlemen  ought  not  to  inlul  on  the 
Danger  of fta'nding  Armies. 

•2..  Next  Year,  Gentlemen  may  vote  again/I  a  ft  ana- 
ing  Army ;  therefore  They  ought  to  vote  for  it,  this 
Year. 

3 .  If  the  Peace  is  not  firm  at  the  Bottom,  and  our 

•  *  Sfe  the  Appendix  to  this  Volume. 

Wound* 
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Wounds  are  only  skint? d  over,  (zsfome  Gentlemen  argued 
the  firfl  Day  of  the  Seffion)  We  are  not  out  of  Danger; 
therefore  it  is  necefiary  to  keep  up  zftanding  Army. 

4.  But  if  the  Peace  is  eftablifly'd  on  the  mofl  folid  Foun- 
dations, (as  I  fay)  there  is  Lrifure  for  AMBITION  to 
look  round  ;  therefore  &ftanding  Army  is  flilJ  more  ne- 
ceflary  at  this  Time,  than  when  the  Affairs  of  Europe 
were  itnfettled. 

5.  By  the  Reduction  propofed  We  mall  fave  but  * 
little  Money,  therefore  We  ought  tofave  none  at  all.. 

6.  The  Jacobites  are  againft  tftaitding  Army,  and  a 
Popijb  Selhcitor  happen'd  to  be  furnilh'd  with  fome  Ar- 
guments upon  that  Subjeft  ;  therefore  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  ought  molt  certainly  to  \Q\.tfor  one. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Reader  and  Friend, 
C.  OLD  HAMPDEH. 


N°  343.  SATURDAY,  Jan.  27,  1732-3* 

O  T  H  I  N  G  gives  Me  greater  Satis- 
faftion,  upon  reviewing  the  Courle  of 
tbefe  Papers,  fat  fix  Years  paft,  than 
that  Uniformity  of  Principles,  which 
runs  through  them  from  firft  to  Jaft. 
'/his  hath  been  fo  exactly  preferved  in 
all  our  Difcourfes  upon  Liberty,  Trade,  Companies,  Co- 
lonies, Allyances,  Treaties,  Taxes,  Jiandlng  Armies,  and 
«tber great Pvints,  which  have  been  occafionally  made  the 
Subj'-'As  offbe/e  Papers,  that  whoever  will  give  Him- 
fclf  the  Trouble  of  looking  back  upon  them,  will  £nd 
the  fame  general  Doftrines  confiantly  fupported  by  the 
fame  Kir.d  of  Reafcnings,  without  any  incor*f;Itent  De- 
viations, to  ferve  a  particular  Turn. 

The  greeted  Part  of  our  Writings  hath   been   now 
colle&ed  together  for  almoft  two  Yean,  aad  fubmitted 

in 
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in  one  View  to  publick  Examination ;  yet  the  moft 
critical  of  our  Adverjaries  have  not  been  able,  with 
all  their  Induftry,  to  fix  one  material  Inconfiftency  upon 
us  in  fo  voluminous  a  Work,  compofed  by  different 
Hands,  publifh'd  at  different  Times,  and  written  upon 
different  Occafions.  They  have,  indeed,  attempted 
to  do  fomething  of  this  Knd,  by  picking  out  here  and 
there  a  Paffage,  and  putting  their  own  wild  Interpre- 
tations upon  it,  without  any  Regard  to  the  manifeft 
Senfe  of  the  Author,  or  the  Oeca/ion,  "upon  which  it 
was  written.  This  hath  very  lately  been  their  Method 
of  Rcalbning,  with  Relation  to  Exdfes  and  ftanding 
Armies.  Nay,  They  have  even  been  obliged  to  leave 
out  thefe  Words,  upon  which  the  chief  Strefs  was 
evidently  laid,  in  order  to  ferve  their  Purpofe.  But 
fuch  Cavils  as  Thefe,  built  on  falfe  Quotations,  and  a 
partial  State  of  the  Quefiion,  cannot  in  the  leaft  affecl 
a  long  Train  of  general  Arguments,  in  feveral  regular 
Difcourfes,  profefledly  written  on  the  fame 'Subject. 

On  the  other  Hand,  the  Writings  of  thefe  Gentlemen 
are  one  continued  Series  of  Inconfiftenciet  and  Contra- 
diftions,  both  as  to  Principle  and  Argument,  in  a] moft 
every  Point,  which  hath  fallen  under  Debate.  This 
hath  been  fo  often  demonftrated,  by  particular  Inftances, 
that  I  will  not  tire  the  Reader  with  any  Repetitions, 
but  proceed  to  the  immediate  Defign  of  this  Paper  ; 
viz.  to  prove  our  own  Confiftency  with  Regard  to 
Exdfes  ;  and  This  will  beft  appear'by  a  fhort  Review 
of  what  hath  paft  on  that  Subjefl,  from  our  firit  Ap- 
pearance in  Publick  to  the  prefent  Time. 

When  I  charge  the  t.iintfterial  Writers  with  an  eter- 
nal Round  of  Inconfiftencies  and  Contradictions,  I 
mean  thofe  learned  Advocates  in  ordinary,  who  are  kept 
upon  conilant  Duty,  and  ftation'd-in  the  weekly  Papers.; 
for  I  muft  do  one  Gentleman  (who  may  be  properlyv 
ftyled  a  mini/} trial  Writer )  the  Juftice  to  acknowledge 
that  He  feems  to  be  very  conjtftctit  with  Himfe/f;  I 
Biean  the  Author  of  a  famous  Treadle,  imitled,  an 
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EJ/ay  •on  the  publick  Debts  of  this  Kingdom,  &c.  printed 
in  the  Year  1726.  The  Drift  of  this  Book  was  to  prove 
that  the  Lands,  Eftates,  Expence,  or  COMMERCE  of 
Great  Britain  will  yet  eafily  admit  of  farther  Duties, 
Sufficient  tojurnifli  new  Fund's,  to  anfwer  the  Interefl  of 
fuch  Sums  as  any  publick  Occafions,  that  He  can  represent 
to  Him  [elf,  can  tall  for.  Havirrg  laid  down  this 
honeft  fofition,  He  proceeds  to  fhew  that  it  is  more 
^eligible  te  provide  for  the  current  Expences  of  the  Go- 
vernment by  Duties  on  Home-Conjumpiion,  alias  Ex- 
'fifes,  than  by  the  ufual  Method  of  a  Tax  upon  Land. 
•His  Words  are  thefe.  Ufc,n  enumerating  the  federal 
Duties.,  which  at  different  Times  have  been  provided,  to 
anfaer  the  Demands  of  the  publick  Creditors,  //  will 
-appear -that  the  great  eft  Part  of  them  (whether  collected 
dy  Cuflom,  or  Excife^)  have  been  laid  upon  Commodities 
•in  general  Ufe  and  Cor.fiunpticn  among  ft  that  Part -of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Country,,  wbofe  Clrcumftances  will 
«afily  admit  of  the  Expence.  —  In  ibis  W<iy,  lays  He, 
4be  publick  Expence  is  leaft  fenfibly  felt  by  Thoje,  who 
contribute  towards  it  z  every  Pcrjln  being  voluntary  in 
his  Expence,  and  gratify  ing  Himfelf,  ivhilft  He  is  con- 
tributing from  his  Efttite  to  the  Expciue  of  the  Govern- 
ment, 

For  this  Reafon,  He  recommends  the  Continuance 
•of  our  prefent  Duties  on  Commodities,  even  after  the 
publick  Debts  are  paid,  as  z  ft  an  ding  Fund,  to  fupply  the 
ordinary  Expeoces  of  the  Government,  inftead  of  a 
Land  Tax  from  Tear  to  Year.  Nay,  He  declares,  in 
the  Fullneis  of  his  Heart  upon  this  Occafion,  that  He 
hath  no  Objection  to  any  new  Burthen,  or  any  VARIA- 
TION m  the  prefent  Bur  then,  in  order  to  accomplifh  fo 
-great  and  defireable  a  Work. 

In  this  Manner  did  He  chalk  out  the  Plan,  above  fix 
'Years  ago,  upon  which  the  prefent  Scheme  feems  to  be 
built,  and  all  the  late  Reafonings,  in  Favour  of  it,  have 
'been  founded ;  for  what  have  the  miniftcriaf-Writin 
faid  more,  on  this  Subjefit  than  that  the  Nation  is  ftill 

-able 
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able  to  bear  farther  Duties  and  »*w  /////<//  ;  that  Exrifes 
are  the  molt  equitable  Methods  of  railing  Money  upon 
the  People,  as  every.  Man's  Expences  are  voluntary  ; 
and  therefore  that  they  ought  to  be  perpetuated  and  in- 
creafed,  in  Preference  to  any  other  Kind  of  Taxation? 

If  therefore  Report  fays  true,  that  the  Effay-writer 
hath  had  any  Share  in  this  honourable  Work,  either 
by  concerting  the  Scheme  itfelf,  or  by  drawing  up  the 
iieceflary  Materials  for  putting  it  in  Execution  j  it  rnuft 
be  acknowledged  that  He  hath  afted  a  very  conftfteat 
Part,  and  what  might  bereaibnably  expefled  from  One, 
who  had  long  ago  laid  fo  hopeful  a  Foundation.  He 
fecms,  indeed,  to  have  taken  the  Hint  nom  the  worthy 
Projector  oftbeluLAKD  Du r  i E s  upon  Coffee,  Tea  and 
Chocolate,  who  got  the  Start  of  Him  a  Year  or  two  be- 
fore ;  but  as  it  muft  be  confefs'd  that  He  hath  made 
Ibme  confiderable  Improvements  on  the  original  Plan, 
I  think  They  ought  to  divide  the  Honour  of  this  Projeft 
between  Them. 

At  the  fame  Time,  I  hope  the  Reader  will  do  Me  the 
Juftice  to  remember  that  I  wis  always  of  a  different 
Opinion  from  tbefe  Gentlemen  ;  particularly  the  Author 
of  the  EJ/ay  \  which  was  ihejtr/?  new  Piece,  that  fell 
under  my  Animadverlion,  after  the  Craftfman  appeared 
in  Publick.  A  long  Controverfy  enfued  upon  that  Sub- 
jetty  both  within  Doors  and  without ;  in  which  a  cer- 
tain honourable  Gentleman  received  a  very  remarkable 
Defeat  at  his  o\vn  Weapons,  and  hath  ever  fince  de- 
clined any  Enquiries  into  the  State  of  the  Ration.  I 
had  myiclf  the  Honour  of  ibme  fmall  Share  in  that  me- 
morable Dispute,  without  Doors,  by  pointing  out  the 
evil  Tendency  of  fuch  Doftrines,  and  am  lorry  to  find 
my  Apprehenlions  verify 'd,  that  there  was  a  Scheme  in 
Petto,  for  loading  the  People  with  new  Burthens,  or 
introducing  fome  Variation  in  the  prefent  Burthen,  as 
the  Effay-writer  exprefs'd  it,  which  would  be  equally 
grievous. 

L  z  In 
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In  the  Year  1730  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  exprefs 
his  royal  Companion  for  the  Hiirdjkips  of  the  poor  Arti- 
ficers ar,d 'Manufoflurfrs.  In  Puriuance  of  this  Recom- 
mendation from  the  Throne,  the  Parliament  took  their 
Cafe  into  Confederation  ;  and,  after  a  long  Debate,  abo- 
lifli'd  the  Duties  on  SALT,  as  the  moft  effectual  Relief  to 
thofe  poor  People.  This  gave  us  Hopes  of  a  gradual 
Ea!e  from  feveral  other  Taxes,  which  lye  the  moil 
heavy  on  our  Trade  and  Manufactures  ;  and  it  was 
generally  expelled  that  the  Duties  on  Soap  and  CanJ/et 
would  be  foon  taken  off;  but  the  very  next  Tear,  We 
received  Information  that  a  Scheme  was  then  on  Foot, 
for  fubftimting  a  general  Excife  in  the  Room  of  a  Land- 
Tax.  We  gave  the  Public!* :  immediate  Notice  of  ibis 
Dfjign ;  and  though  it  was  flrenuoufly  denv'd,  at  that 
Time,  our  Information  foon  proved  trae  ;  for  the  Duties 
«//SALT  were  revived  the  Tear  afterwards,  and  laid 
for  THREE  YEARS  CERTAIN,  in  lieu  of  a  Shilling  in 
the  Pound  on  LAND /or  ONE  YEAR.  We  were  like- 
wife  told^  at  the  fame  Time,  that  the  other  Shilling  on 
Land  mould  be  taken  off  this  Year,  if  Gentlemen 
would  agree  \QJome  reafonable  Alterations  in  the  Method 
6f  colic  fling  the  publick  Revenue  ;  That  is,  by  turning 
the  Cuftoms  into  Excifes. 

Thus  have  I  traced  the  prefent  Scheme  from  its  origi- 
nal Conception  down  to  this  Time  ;  and  though  it  may 
be  juftly  faid  that  the  Projectors  and  Patrons  of  it  have 
purfued  their  Defijgn  in  a  very  regular,  conMent  Man- 
ner ;  it  is  notorious  that  their  Advocates  have  gone  on 
in  their  ufual  Strain  of  Contra  Jiff  ion  and  Prevarication  ; 
fometimes  applauding  the  Projeft  as  the  moil  excellent 
Scheme,  that  ever  enter'd  into  the  Heart  of  Man  ;  at 
other  Times  difowning  it,  as  a  meer  Chimera  of  our 
own  fruitful  Invention  ;  but  never  daring  to  condemn 
it,  in  plain  Terms;  or  to  afTert  that  no  fuib  Df/ign, 
under  any  Shape  whatever,  is  at  prefent  in  Agitation. 
It  cannot  be  forgot  that  the  profound  Mr.  Qsborne 
mounted  the  Stage  lall  Summer,  upon  this  Occafion, 

and 
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and  made  a  filly  Zaxy's  Speech  about  Excifes,  without 
Head  or  Tail,  to  the  great  Diverfion  cf  the  Publick.-  I 
ivas  however  in  Hopes  that  He  would  have  been  pre- 
vail'd  upon  by  his  Friends,  not. to  expofe  Himfeif  any 
more  in  iiich  an  indecent  Manner  ;  and,  indeed,  I 
began  to  entertain  fome  Opinion  of  his  Prudence  and 
Di'cretion,  from  his  long  Silence  on  this  Head;  but  his 
la  ft  Paper  hath  quite  undone  Him  with  Me  again,  and. 
confirm'd  the  Truth  of  an  old  Obfervation,  that  it  is 
irnpoflible  to  get  the  better  of  Nature. 

He  tell  us  with  a  very  grave  Face,  at  the  End  of  this 
Paper,  that  He  kaib  aftcd  the  Part  of  a  fair  and  honeft 
Mediator,  in  the  preftnt  Diipute  ;  That  is,  He  hath 
talk'd  backwards  and  forwards  upon  the  Subject  of  Ex- 
cifes for  two  or  three  Columns  together,  and  left  it  at 
kit  juit  where  He  found  it,  without  bringing  the  diffe- 
rent Parties  a  Step  nearer  to  one  another,  and  only 
giving  us  to  underitand,  that  He  does  not  know  what  t» 
think  of  it  Himfeif. 

Having  fet  out,  in  his  ufual  Strain,  with  a  Definitioa 
of  private  and  publick  Wifdom,  He  proceeds  to  thePoin?, 
and  informs  u?,  that  Mm  in  Power  jhould  conftder,  not. 
only  what  is  for  the  real  Benefit  of  the  Nation,  but  Jhould 
fay  fome  Regard  fa  the*  Humours,  Inclinations,  and 
Prejudices  of  the  People,  —  On  the  other  Hand,  He 
obferves,  with  the  fame  Penetration,  that  this  Condefcen- 
tion  Jhould  trot  be  carry  d  fofar  as  to  depart  from  what  is 
right ;  for  to  lay  aiide  Schemes,  which  appear  upon  the 
whole  for  the  Benefit  and  Advantage  of  the  Nation,  only 
becaufe  the  People  are  generally  againft  them,  and  make 
a  Noife  in  the  Dark,  Jbews  Pufillanimity,  and  Want  cf 
Abilities,  and  Refolution  toferve  the  Publick ;  it  it  mean 
and  inglorious.  —  Now,  hear  Him  again,  on  the  other 
Side.  — But  then  it  Jhould  be  well  cor.jider'd,  wh<.'':cr 
the  Scheme  is  right  upon  the  whole  ;  whether  what  is 
got  one  Way,  is  not  loft  another ;_  whether  it  is  net 
better  to  lofe  ioroe  Advantage  to  the  Publick,  or  bear  with 
ibme  Frauds  in  Duties,  rather  than  opprefs,  or  grieve 
L  3  tbe 
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the  Subjefi  by  a  new  Manr.er  of  collecting,  terrible  in 
Apprebenfton,  and,  •perhaps,  in  Faff  burthen/erne  to  Them* 
Jefaes  and  Pofterity  —  But  let  us  lee  once  more  how  He; 
comes  round  about  again.  — —  It  is  abfurd,  fays  He, 
to  imagine  that  Minifters,  if  They  only  regarded  their 
own  Inter  eft,  faoul.i  enter  into  Meafures,  'which  will  jet 
all  the  trading  Part  of  the  Nation  againft^  Them.  He 
tells  us  likewife,  that  it  is  /aid,  by  the  Friends  of  the 
Mtniflry,  that  this  Scheme  is  highly  advantageous  to  the 
Inter  eft  of  the  fair  and  honeft  Traders ;  that  it  will  bring 
in  near  four  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  upon  the 
frefent  Duties  ;  and,  ixjbort,  that  if  ever  the  Minifters 
were-  right  in  any  Thing,  for  the  Good  of  the  Nation,  TJ:ey 

are  right  in  This. You  fee  how  adroitly  He  goes 

through  his  Evolutions.  —  To  the  Right.  —  To  the 
Left.  —  To  the  Right  again.  — —  About  as  you  were. 
The  Subftance  of  his  Mediation,  as  far  as  I  can  col- 
lect his  Meaning  from  a  Jumble  of  incoherent  Words, 
fccms  to  be ;  that  however  terrible  this  Scheme  may  be 
in  Apprehenfton,  or,  perhaps,  in  Facl,  the  People  of 
Great  Britain  ought  to  give  Themfek'es  tio  Uneajinefs  a- 
bout  it  -,  bscaufe  it  feems  very  improbable  to  Him,  that 
the  \limi\ry  flou/d  engage  in  a  Scheme,  detrimental  to 
the  Publick  ;  that  Thiy  ought  not  to  meet  in  Bodies  all 
ever  the  Kingdom,  (which  is  call'd  BULLYING  Men  in 
Power)  and  rejolve  ftrenuoujly  to  oppofe  an  imaginary 
Monfter,  in  any  "Form  or  Shape ;  but  to  wait  with  Pa- 
tience, till  the  Scheme  is  laid  before  the  Publick,  that  fo 
They  may  know  zvbat  to  encounter  ;  that  if  any  Part  of  it 
jhould  appear  to  be  againft  the  Inter  eft  of  Trade,  or  the 
Eafe  5/<Tradefmen,  They  will  have  full  Lifarty  to  make 
their  Objefiions ;  and  if  They  can't  get  it  laid  a  fide,  They 
may  be  able  to.  obtain  fucli  Alterations  as  will  give  Tbim 
Satisfaction. 

What  a  fine  Syflem  of  pub  lick  Wifdom  is  here  exhibit- 
ed to  us;  and  how  worthy  of  a  Man,  who  pretends  to 
uncommon  Striclnefs  of  Rcafoning  ?  Mr.  Qsbenr,  in- 
deed, hath  long  ?.co  proved  Himfelfa  mcer  cul  Babe  in 
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Politicks ',  but  it  was  natural  to  fuppo'e,  at  leaft,  that 
He  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  old  School-Maxim, 
Principiis  obfta  ;  or,  venienti  occur  rite  Morbo.  Inftead 
of  This,  He  advifes  us  to  truft  intirely  to  a  good  Confti- 
tution,  and  let  the  Diilemper  run  on  to  a  Crifis,  before 
We  apply  any  Remedy.  —  Nothing  but  the  Importance 
of  the  Subject  could  have  induced  Me  to  take  fo  much 
Notice  of  -iich  an  inconjiflent  Jargon  ofSbpbiftry ;  which 
muft  be  my  Apology  for  making  a  few  more  general 
Obfervatioi.son  the  fame  Head. 

It  is  tho  undoubted  Privilege  of  Englijbmen  to  peti-i 
tion  the  Parliament,  and  apply  to  their  Representatives 
in  all  Cafes,  where  They  apprehend  their  Interefts,  or 
Liberties,  to  be  concern'd,  Tbis  Privilege  is  coeval  with 
Parliaments  thcnrclves,  and  imply'd  in  the  very  Term 
of  Representatives.  It  hath  been  often  aflerted,  upon 
important  Occaiions,  and  fully  confirm'd  to  us  by  fe- 
veral  Refolutions  of  Parliament;  particularly  by  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  at  the  late  glorious  Revolution. 

As  therefore  the  mercantile  Part  of  the  Kingdom  are 
fully  warranted  in  their  Conduct,  upon  this  Occafion, 
by  the  fundamental  Maxims  of  our  Constitution,  and 
the  frequent  Practice  of  former  Times;  fo  I  think  They 
have  diilinguim'd  their  Prudence  in  the  Courfe  of  this 
Opfcjilioti,  which  They  began  at  the  tnoft  proper  Time, 
and  have  carryM  on  in  the  molt  dutiful  and  peaceable 
Marnier,  though  with  great  Vigour,  and  without  any 
Regard  to  Partj-ConjideratioKs. 

As  to  Point  of  Tine,  They  had  the  Example  of  the 
Druggifls  before  their  Eyes,  with  Regard  to  the  Tea- 
Aft;  who  waited  with  Patience  till  the  Scereme  was 
made  publitk,  according  to  Mr.  QsborKis  Advice,  and 
then  made  their  Objections  againft  it  ;  but  were  neither 
able  to  get  it  laid . ifiJe,  nor  to  obtain  fucb  Alterations 
as  gave  Them  Satisfaction.  For  this  Reaibn,  the  Mer- 
(bants  and  Traders,  who  apprehend  Themrelves  in 
Danger  from  the prejcntScl~eme,  have  had  Rccourfe  to 
another  Method,  by  applying  to  their  own  particular 

Representatives, 
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Representatives,  whom  They  have  a  -  Right  to  addrcfs, 
and  even  inftrufl,  upon  fuch  Occafions,  according  to 
antient  and  laudable  Cuilom. 

Neither  ought  This  to  be  call'd  making  a  Noife  in  the 
dark,  or  encountering  an  imaginary  Monfter.  They  are 
Convinced  by  fatal  Experience  that  it  is  no  SpecJre,  or 
Phantom  of  their  own  Imagination,  which  They  have 
been  oppoiing,  but  a  real  Beaft  of  Prey  ;  and  will  ne- 
ver be  perfuaded  to  let  Him  into  their  Houfes,  of  their 
own  Accord,  under  any  Pretences  that  He  fliall  be 
made  gentle,  or  diiabled  from  hurting  Them.  They 
know  Him  to  be  a  fierce,  intractable  Cieasure,  of  the 
Panther  Kind,  whom  no  Arts  can  tame ;  and  though  his 
teeth  and  Claws  {hould  be  blunted  for  the  preient,  they 
will  foon  grow  again. 

In  plain  Terms,  nobody  can  be  now  ignorant  of  the 
Nature  of  this  Projefl ;  which  is  to  turn  the  prefent 
Courfe  of  the  Lav/,  with  Regard  to  the  Cuftcms,  into 
another  Channel ;  and  therefore  the  trading  Part  of  the 
Nation  mutt  be  allow'd  to  have  acted  not  only  a  wife, 
but  a  jujt  Part,  in  endeavouring  to  prevent 'it,  by  all 
dutiful  and  lawful  Metbpds,  'under  any  Shape,  or  Pretence 
whatfoever ;  for  if  this  Scheme,  or  any  juch  Scheme, 
fhould  take  Effeft,  it  will  be  abfolutely  indifferent  to 
^frem,  whether  the  Projectors  fliall  think  rit  to  call  it 
an  Excife,  an  Inland  Duty,  or  a  Ware-houfe  Duty  ;  or 
.whether  their  Properties  mall  be  fubjefted  to  the  Power 
of  Commijfionersi  Infpeflors,  or  other  Officers  of  the 
Crown.  It  is  their  Defire  that  no  Alteration  of  this 
Kind  may  be  made  at  all  ;  but  that  They  may  continue 
to  have  the  free  Difpofal  of  their  own  Good?,  after  the 
Duties  are  paid,  without  being  liable  to  the  Inquifition  of 
•vexatious,  little  tyrants,  veiled  with  an  arbit.-ary  Power 
to  difturb  Them  at  any  Time  in  their  Bujinejs,  or  to 
pry  into  the  Secrets  cf  their  Trade  ;  and  that  if  any  Dif- 
ferences {hould  happen  to  arife  between^  the  Crowr.  and 
the  Subjeff,  they  may  be  determined  in  the  antient  Man- 
ner, by  a  Jury,  and  jn  the  ordinary  Courts  of  Juftkc. 

This 
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This  is  what  They  have  requeued  of  their  Reprefen- 
tathes,  in  the  moil  pathetick  Manner ;  and  what  They 
rely  on  the  Honour  and  Juftice  cf  parliament  to  fccure 
to  Them.  It  cannot  therefore  be  thought  that  any  lit- 
tle Variations,  in  the  Method  of  executing  this  Scheme, 
will  give  Them  Satisfaction,  if  any  of  tbofe  effentiat 
Points  fhould  be  made  a  Part  of  it.  The  Scheme  itfelf 
if  built  on  a  Suppofifion  that  feme  extraordinary  ad- 
ditional Powers  are  requifite  to  prevent  Frauds  in  the 
Revenue ',  as  the  Laws  ftand  atprefent;  and  though  the 
Projectors  may  be  induced  to  qualify  them,  at  firft, 
with  form  Rejiriftions,  they  will  be  foon  removed,  if  it 
fhould  be  found  impracticable  to  execute  their  Scheme  in 
its  full  Force  with  fuch  a  Clog  upon  it ;  for  We  muft 
expeft  to  hear  it  argued  with  great  Plaufibility,  in  fuch 
a  Cafe,  thaty?;/^  the  Parliament  batb*bouglt6t  to  make 
feme  Regulations  in  the  Manner  of  collecting  the  Revenue, 
it  would  be  unreaionable  to  refufe  the  Crown  a  fufficitnt 
Poiver  to  put  them  in  Execution. 

Befides,  if  an  Ex  fife  fhould  be  laid  on  feme  Com- 
modities, under  fuch  ReftricJions,  I  leave  the  Projeclors 
themfelves  to  confider,  whether  thofe  Perfonsy  who  are 
now  under  the  plenary  Powers  of  Excife,  would  not 
have  Reafon  to  complain  of  Inequality,  and  a  Right  to 
expeft  the  fame  Indulgences,  in  their  Favour.  —  I  might 
even  ask  Them,  whether  nothing  of  this  Kind  hath  ap- 
peared already  amongft  the  Dealers  in  excifeable  Com- 
modities. 

Let  no  Man  therefore  deceive  Himfelf,  or  endeavour 
to  deceive  Others,  by  little  temporary  Expedients,  in  a 
Point  of  fuch  infinite  Fmportance  to  the  Trade  y  Intereft 
and  Liberty  of  the  whole  Nation. 

I  cannot  conclude  better  than  by  putting  my  Readers 
in  Mind  of  the  TROJAN  HORSE.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
very  old  Story,  but  a  very  good  one,  and  applicable  to 
all  Cafes  of  the  fame  Nature.  Let  us  remember,  my 
Countrymen,  that  one  of  the  moft  famous  Cities  in  the 
World  was  abfolutely  deftroy'd  by  that  Sratagem,  after 
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it  had  refifted  a  Siege  of  ten  Years.  Let  us  alfb  reflect 
that  the  Trojans  were  drawn  into  this  fatal  Snare  by  the 
plaufible  Tale  of  an  impudent,  lying  Fellow,  who  made 
the  ftrongeft  Profeffions  of  Friendfoip,  and  pretended  to 
have  nothing  fo  much  at  Heart  as  tbeir  Prefervatioa. 
But  We  cannot  be  deluded  in  the  fame  Manner.  We 
know  what  a  GENERAL  EXCISE  is,  and  cannot  be 
ignorant  that  it  hath  an  ARMY  in  its  Belly.  Let  us 
therefore  keep  a  conftant  Guard  at  the  Gate? ;  and  if 
another  Sinon  fhould  endeavour  to  introduce  fucb  a  Mon- 
Jler  amongil  us,  under  any  fpecious  Pretences  whatfo- 
ever,  let  us  reject  his  Offers  with  the  utmoft  Indigna- 
tion ;  for  if  We  mould,  once  admit  Him  within  our 
Walls,  it  will  be  almoft  impoflible  to  efcape  the  fame 
Fate  with  that  unhappy  People.  D. 

*/ff  IS  is  to  give  Notice  that  //^NORFOLK  DEVICE 
•*  (being  a  curious,  new-invented  Inftrument,  for  gaug- 
ing any  Veffel,  without  damaging  the  Liquor)  -will  foon 
be  expofed  to  Sale  by  Mr.  Judas  Cocquet,  lately  arrived 
from  Lynn-Regis,  at  his  great  Warehoufe  near  Winc- 
Office-Court  in  Fleet-ftreet. 

Where  may  likewife  be  bad, 

All  Sorts  of  Dimenfion-Books,  Brafs-Plates,  Sliding- 
Rules,  numerical  Canes,  and  other  mathematical  Inftru- 
ments,  proper  for  Gentlemen  of  the  Excife,  approved  and 
recommended  by  the  honourable  Sir  John  Mundungus, 
Knt.  and  Humphry  Fitz-Drug,  Efq; 

N,  B.  //  being  expeftcd  that  there  will  foon  be  a  ge- 
neral Demand  for  thefe  Commodities,  the  Jaid  Judas 
Cocquet  ha tk  provided  a  very  large  Quantity  for  the  prr- 
fent,  and  the  Tcton  may  depend  on  being  conflarftlyjupplfd 
with  them  at  rcafenable  Rates. 
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N°344.   SATURDAY,  February 3,  1732-3. 

To    CALEB   D'ANVERS,    Ef$i 
Mr.  D'A  N  v  E  R  s, 

F  your  Paper  is  not  particularly  engaged 
next  Week,  give  me  Leave  to  make  a 
few  Obfervatior.s  on  a  Letter,  publifli'd 
in  the  Courant  of  January  the  22d,and 
fignM  CARUS. 

It  feems,  you  condefcended  to  be- 
ftow  fbme  Remarks  on  this  Gentleman  in  the  fecond 
"Part  of  your  Argument  againfl  EXCISES,  and  in- 
timated that  you  took  Him  to  be  an  Irijfjtnan,  by  his 
'Manner  of  Writing,  and  the  Name  He  affumed  ;  which, 
as  you  obferved,  is  only  a  Latin  Word  for  dear  jfcy. 

This  Reflection  put  the  Gentleman  into  great  Wrath, 
and  obliged  Him,  as  He  tells  us,  to  do  Himfelf  Juftice 
againft  the  bafeft,  falfeft  and  nofl  fcandahus  Afperjions, 
that  ever  dropt  from  the  Pen  of  a  Man,  who  makes  Li- 
belling his  Bujinefs ;  though,  by  the  Way,  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  they  are  more  likely  to  drop  from 
the  Pen  of  fucb  a  Man  than  from  one,  who  does  not 
make  Libel/ing  his  Bufmefs.  Neither  can  I  conceive 
that  calling  Him  an  Irijhman,  or  even  a  Blunderer,  are 
Calumnies  of  fuch  a  bafe  and  fcandahus  Nature,  though 
the  Facl  mould  happen  tq  be  falfe. 

He  endeavours  to  purge  Himfelf  from  this  Afperfion 
by  a  Strain  of  Wit,  and  tells  us  that  He  takes  this 
Criticifm  on  his  Name  to  be  an  bumble  Imitation  of  that 
taking  yoke  in  //^Recruiting  Officer,  that  CAROLUS 
is  Latin  fer  Queen  ANNE.  Now,  I  always  thought 

the 
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the  Humour  of  that  Jeft  lay  in  the  Ignorance  of  Serjeant 
Kite ',  for  Carolus  is  not  Latin  for  Queen  Anne,  though 
Cants  is  for  dear  Joy ;  and  therefore  the  InJinuation 
that  you  know  no  more  of  Latin  than  Serjeant  Kite  is, 
I  think,  as  bafe,  falfe  and  Jcandalous  an  Afperjicn,  as 
your  charging  Him  with  being  a  blundering  Irijhman. 

He  then  proceeds  very  gravely  to  the  Difcovery  of 
hisReafons  for  afluming  that  Appellation  ;  and  obferves 
rightly  enough,  in  his  own  Defence,  that  He  cannot 
fee  any  Tiring  in  the  Word  Carus,  which  looks  lefs  hcneft, 
or  inojfenfive,  than  in  William,  Caleb,  Nicholas,  or 
any  other  Name  whatfoever. — But  what  chiefly  occa- 
fion'd  this  Letter  is  the  following  Affertion. 

As  to  what  the  Craftlman  intimates  of  my  being  an. 
Irifhman  ;  That  is,  like  Abundance  of  other  Things  He 
ajjerts,  an  impudent  Faljbcod.  I  neither  am  a  Native 
of  that  Kingdom,  nor  Jo  much  as  ever  fit  my  Foot  in  it. 
This,  Sir,  is  fo  impudent  a  Falfiood,  ( to  ufe  his 
own  Words )  that  it  provoked  Me  to  expole  Him  in 
publick ;  for  of  all  Men  in  the  World  I  hate  a  Lyar, 
and  one,  who  difowns  his  Country.  As  for  this  Writer, 
I  know  Him  to  be  not  only  born  and  .bred  in  Ireland, 
but  one  of  the  oli  Natives,  or  Aborigines  of  that  King- 
dom. His  Father  kept  a  Potatoc-Sbop  at  a  littte  VU- 
kge,  in  the  County  of  Donncgal,  and  having  a  nu- 
merous Family,  a  Gentleman  of  my  Acquaintance  in 
the  Neighbourhood  took  this  Son  into  his  Family,  to 
run  of  Errands.  The  Boy  proving  a  pert  young  Lad, 
my  Friend  had  fome  Hopes  of  Him ;  and,  being  a 
Gentleman  of  a  charitable  Difpofition,  put  him  to  a 
Grammar-School,  where  He  learn'd  to  read,  and 
pick'd  up  a  little  Latin  ;  but  growing  untowardly  after- 
ward?, and  having  plaid  fome  Pranks  there,  which  I 
ihall  conceal  at  prefent,  He  was  obliged  to  leave  that 
Country,  and  came  over  to  England,  to  feck  his  for- 
tune. About  nine  or  ten  Months  ago,  I  met  Him  in 
the  Park  in  very  good  Plight,  and  fprucely  dreft. 
Being  fomewhat  lurprized  at  luch  a  Sight,  I  found 

upon 
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upon  Enquiry  that  He  had  been  recommended  to 
Mr.  Traplaw,  the  Solicitor,  and  was  admitted  a 
Member  of  his  Club  in  Holism. 

This,  &V,  I  can  prove  by  indifputable  Evidence  ; 
but  without  giving  You.  or  the  Publicki  that  Trouble, 
I  'will  undertake  to  demonftrate  from  the  Paper  now 
before  Me,  that  Nobody  but  a  downright  Bog-trotter 
could  have  been  the  Author  of  it. 

In  the  fit  ft  Place,  He  tells  us,  that  He  is  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  Gentleman,  again/}  wbcm  jour  Satire 
was  printed.  —  IF  therefore  you  millook  your  Mart,  and 
pointed  your  Satire  at  the  wrong  O&jetf,  what  hath 
ibis  Writer  to  do  with  it  ;  or  how  was  it  incumbent  ou 
///';//  to  clear  Himfclf  from  an  Afperiion,  which  was 
not  aim'd  at  Him,  and  could  not  be  apply'd  to  Him, 
unlefb  He  hath  had  the  Vanity  to  take  the  Merit  of 
tbofe  Papers  to  Hirnfelf  among  it  his  Acquaintance  ?  — 
He  might  .have  continued  in  perpetual  Obfcurity,  if 
He  pleafed,  and  Nobody  could  have  laugh'd  at  Him, 
in  particular,  for  the  ridiculous  Figure  He  made  in 
your  Writings. 

He  add?,  that  whatever  my  Style  may  in  the 
Courant  hare  of  the  Hibernian  Call,  I  aver  that  my 
Writings i  on  another  Occaficn,  have  been  copied  in  Fog, 
and  recommended  in  the  Craftfmaa. — I  wifh  He  had 
been  pieaied  to  ipecify  tbofe  Writings,  that  the  Publick 
might  judge  of  them  ;  but  I  will  venture  to  anfvverfor 
both  of  you,  that  they  were  not  in  Favour  of  Excifes, 
or  ftanding  Armies ;  and  therefore  This  can  be  look'd 
xapon  only  as  a  blundering  Confeifion  that  He  hath 
turn'd  his  Coat,  fince..  his  Admittance  into  the  mini- 
fterial  Club. 

I  fhall  take  Notice  of  but  one  Paffage  more,  to  prove 
his  Extraction  ;  and  That  is  where  He  calls  upon  bis 
Countrymen,  to  remark  how  readily  you  fall  into  PERSO- 
NAL INVECTIVE,  though  yon  have  not  the  le aft  Kffow- 
/edgeoftbeMAi),  whom  you  defame.  —  Ubooboo,  upo' 
my  Shoul,  dear  Joy,  the  Brogue  is  upon  your  Pen. 

VOL.    X.  M    '  Perlm*l 
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Perfonal  Inveftive  without  any  kind  di  perfonal  Know- 
ledge is  certainly  an  Iricifm.  It  puts  me  in  Mind  of 
Father  Foigard,  in  the  Stratagem,  who  endeavour'd 
to  pafs  Himfelf  off  for  the  Son  of  a  Burgomafler  of 
Bru/els ;  and  being  charged  with  going  to  Schoo)  at 
Tipperary,  cry'd  out  by  Way  of  Triumph,  no,  no, 
Joy,  it  vas  Kilkenny. 

I  cannot  conclude,  without  acquainting  you  that  I 
am  myfelf  the  Son  of  an  Englijkman,  bom  in  Ireland, 
and  therefore  have  a  natural  Afreftion  for  both  King- 
doms. I  am  far  from  being  plea  fed  to  fee  any  national 
Reflections  caft  on  either ;  and  muft  do  you,  Sir,  the 
Juftice  to  obferve,  that  you  have  been  very  fparing  of 
thofc  fafhionable  Sarcafms ;  but  when  fuch  zjkamelcfs, 
abftird  Creature  as  this  Carus  lets  up  for  a  Writer,  and 
pretends  to  rcafon,  I  am  not  furprized  at  the  Imputa- 
tions fix'd  on  my  native  Country.  If  He  mould  perfift 
in  fuch  abandon'd  Falfhoods,  He  muft  expedl  to  lee 
his  true  Name  publifh'd  at  Length,  with  fome  other 
Circumftances  of  his  Life,  which  1  have  hitherto  con- 
ceal'd,  in  Hopes  of  his  Amendment ;  and  to  fhew 
Him  that  I  am  ready  to  juftify  what  I  have  faid,  I 
fliall  fubfcribe  my  own  Name  to  this  Letter,  being, 

SIR,  your conftant  Reader, 

and  bumble  Servant, 
Arthur's  Ccjfee-Lcufe, 
N.  in  Piccadilly.  PATRICK  BRITON. 


To   CALEB  D'ANVERS,    Efa 

SIR, 

AS  the  late  Aft,  for    the   Letter    Regulation  of 
JURIES,    is  near  expiring,   and  you  have  fre- 
quently menuon'd  it  in  your  Writings,    on  different 

Accounts, 
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Accounts,    I  prefume  fome  Thoughts  on  that  Subjecl 
will  not  be  diiagreeable  at  prefent. 

The  M  itfelf  was  certainly  well  defign'd,  and  excel- 
lently calculated,  in  general,  to  reftore  the  Uie  of  Juries 
to  their  primitive  Inititution,  of  protecting  the  Liber- 
ties, Properties  and  Lives  of  Engltjhmen.  For  this  Pur- 
po.e,  it  was  made  temporary  at  firft,  for  three  Tears 
only,  in  order  to  lee  whether  it  would  produce  the  in- 
tended Effect  ;  and  a  juft  Exception  having  been  taken 
to  a  Claufe  in  it,  concerning  SPECIAL  JURIES,  which 
may  be  hereafter  turn'd  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Subjefi, 
We  have  Reafon  to  hope  that  our  Reprefentatives  will 
take  fome  effectual  Method  for  fecuring  us  againft  any 
fuch  Danger,  in  Cafe  They  mould  think  fit  to  continue 
this  Law,  as  I  hope  They  will.  —  The  Claufe  I  mean 
runs  in  the  following  Words. 

"  And  whereas  fome  Doubt  hath  been  conceived, 
'  touching  the  Power  of  his  Majefty's  Courts  of  Law 
'  at  Weftminjhr,  to  appoint  Juries  to  be  (buck  befo/e 
'  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  Maflcr  of  tbe  Office,  Pro- 

•  tboaef aries,  or  other  proper  Officer  of  fuch  relpective 

*  Courts,  for  the  Trial  of  I  flues  depending  in  the  faid 
Courts,  without  the  Content  of  the  Profecutor,  or 
Parties   concern'd   in  the   Proiecution,  or  Suit  then 
depending,  unle.s  fuch  Iflues  are  to  be  try'd  at  the  Bar 

<£  of  the  fame  Courts  ;  be  it  declared  and  enacted  by 
"  the  Authority  aforcfaid,  that  it  (hall  and  may  be  law- 
"  ful  to  and  for  his  Majefty's  Courts  of  King's  Bench, 
"  Common  Pleas,  and  Exchequer,  at  Weflminfler,  re- 
"  fpedtively,  upon  Motion  made  on  Behalf  of  his  Ma- 
"  jelly,  his  Heirs,  or  Succeffors,  or  on  the  Motion  of 
"  any  Pro'ecutor,  or  Defendant,  in  any  Indictment,  or 
"  Information  for  any  A'lifdemeanor,  or  Information  in 
"  the  Nature  of  a  £>uo  Warranto  depending,  or  to  be 
"  brought,  or  profecuted  in  the  faid  Court  of  Exchequer, 
"  or  on  the  Motion  of  any  Plaintiff,  or  Plaintiffs,  De- 
"  fendant,  or  Defendants,  in  any  Action,  Caufe,  or  Suit 
"  whatfoever,  depending  or  to  be  brought  and  carry'd 
"  on  in  the  faid  Courts  of  King's  Bench,  Common  Pleas, 
M  2  "  and 
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"  and  Exchequer*  or  in  any  of  them  ;  and  the  faid 
Courts   are  hereby  refpeftively   authorized   and   re- 
quired, upon  Motion  asaforefaid,  in  any  of  the  Cafes 
before-mentioned,  to  order  and  appoint  a  Jury  to  be 
rlruck,  before  the  proper  Officer   of  each  refpeftive 
Court,  for  the  Trial  of" any  Iffue  join'd  in  any  of  the 
faid  Cafes,  and  triable  by  a  Jury  of  twelve  Men,  in 
fuch  Manner  as  SPECIAL  JURIED  have  been,  and  are 
ufually    ftruck   in  iuch     Courts   refpedively,    upon 
Trials  at  Bar  had   in  the  faid   Courts  ;  which  faid 
Juries,  fo  llruck  as  aforefaid,  fhall   be  the  Jury  re- 
turn'd    for  the  Trial  of  the  laid  Iffue. 
The  chief  Piovifion  of  this  Act  is,  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure,  defeated  by  the  Claufe  now  recited  ;  and  no  Man 
can   depend    on  being   try'd,   in  any    Cafe,   whether 
(rimitia, 'or  othcrwi!e,  by  a  Jury  to  be  chofen  by  E  allot ; 
lor  We  lee  that  the  Judges  are  obliged  to  order  a  fpecial 
Jury  to  be  Itruck  by  their  own  Officers,  in   the  former 
Manner,  upon  the  Motion  Neither  Party. 

It  is  therefore  hoped  that  when  this  L'iw  comes  again 
under  the  Confederation  of  Parliament,  the  Claufe  be- 
fore-mcntion'd  will  be  either  left  out,  or  limited  in  fuch 
a  Manner  as  to  prevent  the  bad  Effects  of  it,  by  ex- 
cepting all  Cafes,  where  the  Grown  is  concern'd,  or 
retraining  the  Judges  from  granting  zfpeciai  Jury,  un- 
leis  both  Parties  confent  to  it. 

A.  /  am,  SIR,  £sV.  ANGLICUS. 


SATURDAY* 
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SATURDAY,  Feb.  10,  1732-3. 
CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efqi 


S  IR, 


Hen  the  People  find  Themfelves  generally 
aggrieved,  They  are  apt  to  manifeft  their 
Refentment  in  fatyrical  Ballads,  Allego- 
ries, By-fay  ings,  and  ironical  Points  of 
low  Wit.  They  fometimes  go  farther, 
and  break  out  into  hieroglyphical  Ex- 
preffions  of  their  Anger  againft  the  Per/on,  whom  They 
conceive  to  be  the  Projector  of  any  Injury  done,  or  in- 
tended to  be  done  Them. 

Neither  is  it  prudent  in  a  Minifter  to  neglect,  or 
defpife  fuch  Ebullitions  of  popular  Refentment,  I  think 
it  behoves  a  Politician,  whofe  Pamons  are  not  much 
ftronger  than  his  Reafbn,  not  only  to  read  thofe  Fables 
and  Allegories,  under  which  his  Character  is  exhibited  ' 
to  the  World,  but  to  regard  them  with  the  greateft 
Attention,  for  his  own  Safety,  as  well  as  the  publick 
:Good.  Epidemical  Clamour,  as  it  is  generally  founded 
on  a  juft  Giufe,  is  a  Spirit  not  eafily  to  be  laid,  or  fa- 
tisfy'd,  without  taking  its  Revenge  on  the  Perfon,  who 
raited  it. 

The  general  Averfion  of  the  People,  at  this  Time, 
againft  pjying  their  Taxes  by  way  of  Excife,  or  to  any 
Scheme  for  extending  the  Laws  of  Excife,  'hath  difco- 
ver'd  itfelf  in  the  Manner  I  have  defcribed.  One  can- 
not walk  the  Streets  without  hearing  fomeVzV//?,  gibing 
Piece  of  Wit,  or  feeing  fome  Droll-Emblem,  defign'd  to 
exprefs  the  general  Diflike  of  the  People  to  this  Sort  of 
Taxation. 

. 

M  2  As 
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As  I  was  fauntering  fome  Days  ago  through  Lincoln'' s- 
Inn-Fields,  I  law  a  Groupe  of  People,  who  TcemM  to  be 
exceedingly  delighted  with  a  little,  political  Ditty, 
chaunted  out  to  Them  in  a  rough  Bate,  and  containing 
feveral  humorous  Reflections  on  this  Projefl ;  which 
was  reprefented  to  Them  on  a  wooden  Cut,  (by  Way 
of  Frontifpiecc)  under  the  Figure  of  a  devouring  Dragon, 
with  feveral  Heads.  This  Mvtiftcr  drew  a  Chariot ;  in 
which  fat  a  very  portly  Pcrfon,  receivisg  prodigious 
Sums  of  Gold,  which  iffued  from  one  of  the  Mouths  of 
the  Bcaft,  and  fhower'd  directly  into  his  Lap.  The 
Cbaunter  and  his  Audience  feem'd  extremely  pleafed 
with  each  other,  and  did  not  part  till  He  had  diipofed 
of  all  his  Goods. 

I  was  no  fooner  got  into  Holbcurn  than  I  met  with 
another  Croud  of  People  about  a  TcbacconiJFs  Shop,  who 
had  draw*  Them  thither  by  a  new  Device  on  his  prin- 
ted Papers,  adapted  to  the  prefent  Occafion.  I  per- 
ceived the  Populace  were  highly  pleafed  \vith  the  Joke, 
and  moft  of  Them  laid  out  a  Penny  with  the  Man,  to 
encourage  Him.  Curiofity  induced  me  to  follow  their 
Example,  and  I  found  my  Tobacco  adorn'd  with  a  ty- 
pical Lampoon  on  the  fame  Subject.  It  confiited  of 
three  wooden  Shoes  inclofed  in  a  Mantle,  like  a  Coat  of 
4rms,  fupported  by  an  Excifeman  properly  habited,  on 
one  Side,  and  a  Grenadier,  on  the  other,  with  thefe 
Words  as  a  Motto,  'sB/ooJ,  Will  /land  Them  all. 

I  was  likewife  told  by  a  Gentleman,  whom  I  met  in 
the  Street,  that  a  Vintner  of  his  Acquaintance  hath  pro- 
jected a  curious  new  Sign,  in  the  Rebus  Way,  repre- 
fenting  a  Man  upon  a  Scaffold,  with  his  Head  lopt  off; 
/.  e.  Excifcd;  and  the  fame  Humour  ii  becoming' 
general  about  Town. 

After  This,  I  made  a  Vifit  in  the  City,  where  fome 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen  were  diverting  thcmielvcs  at 
Quadrille.  1  found  They  had  changed  the  very  Terms 
of  the  Game,  and  feem'd  to  indulge  Themielves  in 
this  fafhionable  Satire.  Spadille  was  call'd  theProjetftr  ; 

the 
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the  other  Matadores  had  the  Honour  of  being  ftyled 
Co?nmijfioners ;  and  when  any  one  was  Eeefted,  He  was, 
in  their  Language,  Exdfed. 

At  Supper,  They  preferved  the  fame  Allufion.  A 
Lady  told  us  very  ferioufly  that,  coming  from  Hamp- 
jle/iil  that  Morning,  ihe  had  been  vifited  on  the  Road 
by  a  Collector,  who  was  very  generous,  having  excifed 
only  two  Guineas  out  of  ten,  which  me  had  in  her 
Purle  ;  and  that,  upon  her  expreffing  fome  Surprize  at 
his  Civility  in  not  taking  the  whole,  when  it  was  in  his 
Power;  "  Madam,  faid  He,  /  rob  like  a  Gentleman'* 
"  I  ajfure  you  1  do  not  belong  to  the  PROJECTOR  ; 
"  /  am  none  of  his  Gang. 

We  then  fell  into  Diicourfe  about  the  prefent  epide- 
mical Diikmper,  which  is  commonly  call'd  the  Excife 
Plague,  as  it  cuts  the  People  off  in  fo  terrible  a  Manner. 
Ay,  faid  another  Lady,  with  a  very  grave  Countenance, 
it  is  no  more  than  what  We  might  expeft  this  Year, 
according  to  an  old  Proverb, 

*  When  my  LORD/*//;  *>;/<?  0??  LADY VZ<?/, 
England,   beware  of  a  great  dap. 

This  made  a  Gentleman  in  Company  fmile  a  little ; 
and  turning  to  me,  He  obferved  that  the  People  are  fo 
generally  exafperated  again  ft  this  Scheme,  that  it  is 
grown  a  common  Term  of  Inveftive  and  Complaint. 
The  Di/f filers,  faid  He,  call  the  Teft-Att  an  EXCISE 
upon  Conference,  and  Men  of  all  Denominations  apply 
it  to  That,  which  They  apprehend  to  be  moft  grievous 
and  burthen  fome  to  Them. 

When  I  came  home,  I  perceived  myfelf  infected 
with  this  new  Way  of  talking.  I  ask'd  my  Servant  if 
the  Excife rnaa  had  brought  me  airy  Letters  this  Poll. 
He  reply 'd  there  were  none  ;  but  that  a  real  Officer  of 

the 

*  That  is,  when  Eailer-Sunday/rf/A  upon  Lady-Day, 
as  it  happens  this  Tear. 
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the  Excije  had  been  tliere,  and  left  a  printed  Paper,  by 
which  He  gare  me  Leave  to  accept  of  half  a  Dozen 
Bottles  of  Arrack,  that  had  been  given  me  by  a  Friend. 
I  then  went  to  Bed,  not  a  little  confounded  with  thefe 
odd"  Ideas  of  Dragcns,  Chariots,  Excifes,  and  the  whole 
Crowd  of  Monfters,  that  had  been  thruft  into  my  Head 
the  Day  before. 

Falling  into  a  profound  Sleep,  I  thought  myfelf  con- 
vey'd  into  a  very  magnificent  Anti-Chamber ;  at  the 
upper  End  of  which. (at  a.  goodly  fat  Perfonage  in  a  large 
Elbow-Chair,  fomewhat  in  Years,  and  not  unlike  the 
Figure,  which  I  had  obferved  the  Day  before,  in  the 
bierogfypbical  Chariot.  There  were  feveral  odd  Kind 
of  fhabby-looking  bu(y  Fellows,  who  crowded  through 
his  Levee,  and  made  their  Way  to  Him,  cring4ng  and 
bowing  very  low.  At  firft,  I  took  Them  for  Petitioners^ 
who  came  to  fue  for  a  Pen/ion,  or  a  Place  ;  but,  upon 
getting  a  little  nearer  to  Them,  I  found  by  the  Papers 
They  held  in  their  Hands  that  They  were  Projectors  of 
various  Schemes  for  raifing  Money.  I  faw  Labels  an- 
nex'd  to  their  feveral  Projefls,  on  which  were  written 
perpetual  Mortgages,  Capitations,  Poll 'Taxes,  &c.  They 
were  all  received  very  gracioufly  by  the  Mas  in  the 
Chair,  who  told  Them  with  a  Smile,  NOT  YET,  and 
putThem  off  for  the  prefent.  Immediately  after,  and- 
ther  very  whimfical  plump  Creature  came  buftling  and 
puffing  through  the  Room,  with  the  Term  EXCISOR 
written  in  Capitals*on  his  Brcaft,  and  the  Words  COF- 
FEE, TEA  and  CHOCOLATE  infcribed,  -in  the  fame 
Characters,  on  his  Forehead.  When  this  Phenomenon 
approach'd,  He  bent  the  Knee,  and  deliver'd  a  Paper 
to  the  Per  fan  in  Authority,  who  received  and  read  it 
with  vifibie  Marks  of  Satisfaction.  They  whifper'd  a 
few  Minutes  together  ;  after  which,  the  great  Man  call'd 
out  aloud  for  WINE  and  TOBACCO.  I  thought  He 
might  have  taken  a  Fancy  to  caroule  with  his  Clifnts ; 
but  was  foon  undeceived  as  to  that  Point,  by  his  ad- 

drcffing  Them-  in    the  following  Manner.' — — 
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Gentlemen,  I  have  a  particular  EJteem  for  you  all  I 
and -out  of  meer  Regard  for  your  Health,  I  will  take 
Care  for  the  future  that  your  Wine  and  Tobacco  Jball 

be  unadulterated. This  Declaration,  as  fpecious  «s 

it  feem'd,  gave  Offence  to  ievetal  grave,  wdl-looking 
Perfen:,  who  were  then  in  the  Room.  They  drew 
near  and  began  to  reafon  with  Him  ;  to  advife  }  to  ex- 
poftulatc ;  to  remonilrate  againlr.  this  Projefl.  But  it 
was  all  in  vain.  He  reply'd,  with  an  iniolent  Frown, 
IT  is  RESOLVED.  They  renew'd  their  I aftances  and 
even  prefs'd  them  with  more  Earneftnefs  and  Importu- 
nity ;  upon  which  He  could  refrain  no  longer,  but  told 
Them,  in  plain  Terms,  that  They  were  all  *  MAD 
and  He  would  treat  Them  accordingly.  Then  catching 
his  Bntbcr-ProjeSor  by  the  Hand,  lie  ftalk'd  Suddenly 
out  of"  the  Room,  and  left  Them  to  grumble  by  TJaem- 
felves. 

1  was  foon  after  ftartled  out  of  my  Sleep  by  loud 
Conclamations  of  no  Exdfe ;  down  with  the  Dragon ; 
and  could  not  help  obferving  how  exaflly  our  Dreams 
fometimes  correspond  with  the  Objefts,  that  prefent 
Themlelves  to  us  when  awake.  I  mail  therefore  con- 
clude with  I  few  ferious  Remarks  on  the  fame  Subject- 
As  no  Projefl  can  be  more  univerfally  odious  than 
the  prefent,  16  I  believe  none  was  ever  more  ftrongly 
oppofcd  on  one  Side,  or  more  weakly  defended  on  the 
other ;  and  therefore  if  it  mould  prevail,  it  will  be 
but  an  ill  Prefage  of  what  We  may  expefl  for  the  fu- 
ture. The  Advocates  for  Excifes  have  been  obliged  to 
pafs  over  the  moil  effential  Objections  to  their  Scheme, 
and  to  dwell  upon  two  or  three  Points,  of  a  much  in- 
ferior Nature.  Nay,  even  their  Arguments  on  thefe 
Heads  depend  on  begging  a  whole  String  of  Queftiops. 

I.  am 

*  Alluding,  perhaps,  to  the  Motto  of  fame  late  Wri. 
tings,  in  Favour  of  a  certain  Gentleman. 
Non  CIVIUM  Ardor,  prava  jubentium, 
Mente  fuatif  folidd. 
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I  am  very  weil  pleafed  with  the  Title,  which  one 
of  .thefe  Writers  hath  lately  taken  to  Himfclf.  The 
OCCASIONAL  FINANCER  is  certairly  a  proper  Ap- 
pellation for  One,  who  efpoufcs  a  Project  of  French  E.Y- 
traftion,  and  excellently  adapted  to  that  Sort  of  Go- 
vernment, 

This  Gentleman  infifts  chiefly  on  tevo  Points,  in  Be- 
half of  his  Scheme,  viz.  that  it  will  prevent  the  Adul- 
teration of  Wine,  (  for  I  think  Tobacco  is  pretty  much 
oat  of  the  Quertion,  as  to  that  Point)  and  increafe  the 
publick  Revenue. 

With  Regard  to  the  firft,  He  runs  on  in  a  long 
Strain  of  pedantick  Fuftian  againit  the  Dealer i  inWim, 
as  a  Set  of  *  common  Poi finer  s  and  Cut-Throats,  who 
make  it  their  Bufinefs  to  dertroy  Man,  Woman  and 
Child  ;  even  the  Infant  at  the  Nurjis  Breaft  ;  (as  He 
moft  pathetically  complains  > )  nay  TJ:att  which  is  un- 
born. 

Though  I  am  far  from  being  an  Advocate  for  thefe 
Wine-Coiners,  Wizards  and  Anti-Chymifts,  as  He  calls 
Them  in  other  Places  of  the  fame  Paper ;  (which  is 
properly  an  Addrefs  to  all  the  SOTS  in  the  Nation  ) 
yet  I  do  not  take  Them  to  be  fuch  barbarous,  bloody 
and  inhuman  Murtherers  as  He  represents  Them.  I  am 
afraid,  indeed,  there  is  too  much  Reafon  for  the  com- 
mon Complaints  of  Wine-Brewing  ;  but  I  do '  not  ap- 
prehend the  Ingredients,  which  are  made  Ufe  of  to 
that  Purpofe,  to  be  of  fuch  a  pernicious  and  deadly 
Nature,  though  they  are  certainly  Impofitions  on  the 
Publick.  Let  us  fuppofe,  for  Inltance,  with  our  Er;g- 
lift)  Financcr,  that  They  lengthen  out  their  foreign 
Wines  with  Water,  Cyder,  or  other  home-made  Liquors. 
I  can  fee  nothing  of  fuch  a  terrible  Confeqnence  in 
any  of  thefe ;  and  as  they  are  the  cheapejt  Materials 
They  can  ufe,  I  am  willing  to  believe  them  the  tocrjf  ; 
for4t  will  be  allowM,  I  fuppofe,  that  Profit  is  thefole 

Inducement 

*  Courant,  Fcb,  i. 
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Inducement  to  fitch  Mixtures,  and  that  even  the  ar- 
ranteft  Wine-Brewer  in  Town  can  have  no  Intereft  in 
f  91  fining  bis  Ct< > ft  cm  en. 

"Neither  do  I  conceive  how  this  Praftice  will  be 
prevented  by  the  prefer.t  Scheme ;  and  could  heartily 
\vifti  thit  Mr.  Os&ornis  Friend,  who  hath  feen  and 
approved  it,  had  been  pleaied  to  have  favour'd  us  with 
the  Particulars,  that  We  might  have  judged  freely  of  it, 
before  it  is  decided  by  Authority.  In  Cafes  of  this 


reffarded ;  but  whatever  Limitations  may  be  added  of 
this  Kind,  We  may  prefume,  at  leaft,  that  the  Vint- 
ners will  not  be  reftrain'd  from  mixing  badWinei  with 
good;  (which  is,  perhaps,  the  moft  pernicious  Mix- 
ture of  all )  or  prohibited  from  making  Ufe  of  fiub 
Ingredients,  as  are  neceffary  to  fine  down  the  neateft 
Wines,  and  fit  them  for  Sale. 

I  am  likewife  far  from  being  clear  in  my  Opinion, 
concerning  the  Improvement  of  the  Revenue  ;  I  mean,  if 
this  Scheme  mould  prevent  the  Evils  complain' d  of,  in 
fo  moving  a  Manner;  for  it  is  allow'd,  I  think,  that 
the  Price  of  Wines  would  be  advanced,  in  fuch  a  Cafe; 
and  the  Consequence  of  This  muft  be,  either  that  it  will 
diminifh  the  CfafufttptiMi,  which  will  leilen  the  Reve- 
nue ;  or  that  the  Importation  muft  be  greatly  enlarged, 
which  will  afteft  the  Eallance  of  Trade,  in  one  of  its 
tendered  and  moft  important  Articles. 

But  granting  the  Financer  all  thefe  Points;  that  the 
•prefent  Scheme  will  abfolutely  prefent  the  Adulteration 
of" Wine,  without  leffening  the  Confumption,  by  the 
increased  Price  ;  or  turning  the  Ballance  of  Trade,  by 
a  much  larger  Importation ;  admitting,  I  fay,  all  thele 
Suppofi tions,  the  two  principal  Objections  to  his  Sbeme, 
with  Regard  to  ou:  Liberties,  ftill  remain  in  their  full 
Force ;  as  it  will  deprive  particular  Perfons  of  their 
Privilege  to  be  try'd  by  a  Jury,  and  greatly  endanger 

the 
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tha  Conftitution  in  general,  by  an  Increafe  of  Crown- 
Officers  ',  two  Points,  which  I  hope,  will  never  be  ia- 
crificed  to  the  fmgle  Confideration  of  any  fuppoied 
Advantage  to  the  Revenue. 

D.  R.  I  am,  SIR,  &c. 

To  CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efq; 
S  I  R, 

THE  daily  Expectation  we  are  now  under,  of 
having  the  Exrife  Laws  extended,  ought  to  ftir 
up  all  of  us,  who  value  Liberty  to  exert  our  utmoft 
Endeavours  in  preventing  an  Evil,  of  which  no  Man 
can  forefee  the  Confequenccs. 

Very  commendable  has  been  the  Application  of  fe- 
veral  Cities  and  Boroughs  to  their  refpedlive  Members 
cf  Parliament,  requiring  Them  to  oppofe,  with  their 
utmoft  Vigour,  any  new  Exdfe,  under  whatever  Pre- 
tence, Shape,  or  Denomination. 

One  of  the  Commodities  chiefly  threaten'd  at  pre- 
fcnt  is  WINE  ;  and  the  Reafon  affign'd  for  it  is  to 
prevent  Adulteration  j  but  can  there  be  no  other  Re- 
medy found  out,  to  prevent  this  Practice,  but  one,  that 
is  worfe  than  the  Difeafe  ?  Sure  I  am  that  the  Wif. 
domofour  Parliament  could  inflidt  Penalties  fufficient 
to  deter  fuch  Tranfgreflbrs ;  Thofe  I  mean,  w  ho  by 
fufHcient  Evidencjp  are  proved  to  have  mixM  with  their 
Wine  any  other  Liquor  but  Wine ;  and  furely,  this 
Method  would  be  more  jull  and  reafonable  than  an 
Excife  Late,  which  certainly  punifhes  the  Innocent  with 
the  Guilty. 

The  cccajional  Financer  is  pleafed  to  allow,  in  his 
great  Goodnefs,  that  there  may  be  fomefew  bonefl  tra- 
ders in  the  wkehfale  Way,  yet  in  this  Cafe  their  Ho- 
nefty  will  not  exempt  Them  from  Punifhment;  but  He 
does  not  fcruple  to  Itigmatize  the  Retailers  in  a  Lump 
with  the  moft  fcandalous  Names  he  can  devife,  and 
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makes   them  all   without  Exception  as  black   as  the 

D 1.     But  what, '  I  pray,    have  the  Wives    and 

Daughters  of  thefe  Men  done  to  have  their  Characters 
expofed  h  ib  fcandalous  a  Light  ?  I  believe  They  are 
Strangers  to  this  fubterraneous  black  Art,  of  which  the 
Gentleman  fpeaks,  and  deferve  a  little  better  Ufage 
than  to  be  call'd  a  Parcel  of  Bawds  and  Whores,  as  the 
FithiKctr  in  EfFect  does,  by  a/ferting  that  even  their 
BEDCHAMBERS  are  at  the  Service  of  their  Cuftomers. 

• •  Is  This  the  Cordial  Julip   to  make   us   (wallow 

do'.vn  ib  bitter  a  Potion  ?  I  flatter  myfelf  that  fuch 
fcurrikms  Language  will  be  anfwer'd  by  fome  abler 
Pen.  In  the  mean  time,  your  inferting  this  little  Hint 
in  ycur  Paper,  will  infinitely  oblige  one  of  your  con- 
ftant  Readers. 

N.  VlNARIUi. 
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To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    £/f; 
Mr.  D'A  N  v  E  R  s, 

S  the  LandholJersz.ro.  the  onl-/  Pcrfbn', 
pretended  to  be  eaied  by  the  prefent  Pro- 
jeft  of  excifing  WINE  and  TOBACCO, 
I  beg  Leave  by  your  Means  to  offer 
Them  fome  Confideratioas  upon  tha^ 
Subjeft. 

Gentlemen,  , 

I  can't  help  obfervrng  Aat  it  hath  always  been   the 

Method  of  ill-defigning  Men  to  endeavour  to  divide  tbt 

People,  whom  They  would  fnjlare ;  and  therefore   am 

not  furprizcd  to  hear  revived,   upon  this  Occafion,   the 

invidious  Diltinclion  of  the  landfd  and  trading  Intent, 

•Vol..  X.  N  which 


146       The  CRAFTS  MAN. 

xvhich  in  Reality  are  always  united  ;  the  annual  Rent  of 
Lands  and  the  Number  of  Tears  Purcbaje  having  gene- 
rally increafed,  or  decreafed,  as  Trade  hath  been  more, 
or  lefs  flourifhing.  For  this  Reafon  I  defire  to  lay  be- 
fore you  feme  Confiderations  on  \\&prefent  Scheme,  for 
tollffliitg  the  Duties  on  WINE  and  TOBACCO. 

Gentlemen,  I  fhall  f,rft  confider  what  immediate  Ad- 
vantage is  propofed  to  you  by  it;  and  fccojidly,  if  there 
fhould  be  any,  whether  it  will  be  for  your  Inlcreft,  upon 
a  flight  Advantage,  to  confent  to  the  incommoding, 
if  not  enflaving,  fo  great  a  Number  of  your  Fellow- 


As  to  the  firft,  it  is  faid  that,  by  collecting  the  pre- 
fent  Duties  on  Wine  and  Tobacco,  by  Way  of  Ex  fife,  a 
Surplus  beyond  what  they  now  produce  may  be  raifed, 
fufficient  to  anfwer  one  Shilling  in  the  Pound"  upon 
Land. 

In  Anfwer  to_Thi?,  I  am  credibly  inform'd,  as  you 
may  upon  Enquiry,  that  the  whole  Duties  upon  ihefe 
Commodities,  at  prefent,  do  not  amount  to  near  fuch  a 
Sum  i  and  it  is  very  improbable  that  this  Method  fhouid 
more  than  double  it  ;  fince  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
Frauds  proved  to  be  committed  by-  the  Dealers  in  thoje 
bulky  Commodities,  or  ib  much  as  mention'd  before  now; 
though  You  mult  have  heard  of  ieveral  in  Tea  and 
Coffee,  fince  the  Duties  on  thofe  Commodities  have  been 
colkaed  this  Way. 

But  if  it  fhould  be  dcfign'd  to  give  thefe  Duties  for 
a  "Number  of  Tears  to  come,  as  was  done  in  the  Salt-Tax, 
to  anfwer  the  Land-Tax  of  we  Shilling  in  the  Pound  for 
one  Tear  ;  I  wifli,  Gcntlemen^ovi  would  confider  whe- 
ther it  would  be  for  your  Advantage  to  run  in  Debt, 
and  mortgage  your  Eftates  to  the  Publick,  on  that  Ac- 
count ;  for  You  muft  pay  your  PioportidU  of  the  Tax-, 
as  Consumers,  aj  well  as  your  Share  of  the  Charge  of 
Collefticx,  and  the  additional  Pro.^t  of  the  Trader,  who 
will  expcft  it  for  his  additional  Trouble  and  Servi- 
tude. 

I  with 
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I  wifh  likewife  You  would  confider,  that  if  there 
JhouKi  be  a  Deficiency,  (  a  Thing  by  no  Means  unlikely  ) 
it  may,  in  a  Year  or  two,  occafion  one  Shilling  in  the 
PC  and  extraordinary  upon  Land",  to  make  it  good. 

You  would  alib  do  well  to  compute  your  Savings  by 
the  Stilt-Duty  A  Gentleman  of  500 /.  per  Ann.  who 
piys  the  full  'Tax,  hath  this  Year  paid  25  /.  lefs  to  the 
Government  ;  but  He  hath  paid  3  /.  4  d.  per  Bufhel 
on  all  the  Salt  confumed  in  his  Family,  and  all  failed 
Commodities  ufed  in  it,  befides  the  additional  Duty  laid 
on  Him  by  the  Retailer,  and  is  to  pay  it  for  two  T^ars 
to  come  ;  nay,  He  is  liable  to  make  good  any  Deficiency 
that  may  happen  at  the  End  of  that  Term  ;  and  not 
only  Th'is,  but  his  Tenants,  by  this  additional  Expence 
in  the  Support  of  their  Families  and  Labourers,  may 
find  it  neceffary  to  ask  for  an  Abatement  of  Rent. 

Another  Rcaibn,  urged  for  this  Alteration,  is  the  Care 
of  our  -Health,  and  the  Concern  They  have  that  We 
mould  drink  better  Wine,  by  preventing  Mixtures  to  be 
fold  for  Wine. 

This  Over-^endermfs  for  us  is  much  to  be  fufpeftcd  ; 
and  I  am  afraid  the  Prcjefi  will  not  anfwer  the  End  ; 
for  tbcfe  Mixtures  may  be  certainly  afibrde J  cheaper 
than  neat  Wine  can  be  imported,  even  though  they 
mould  pay  the  Duty  on  Wines. 

Befides,  if  it  mould  produce  this  Effeft,  it  ought  to 
be  maturely  weigh'd  ^hcther^W  Wine,  as  it  is  call'd, 
may  not  do  more  Harm  to  the  Publick  than  bad,  by- 
tempting  People  to  Excffi,  as  well  as  occafioning  a 
larger  Importation  of  that  Commodity,  confequently  a 
larger  Ballance,  in  Favour  of  Foreigners,  and  lefs  Con- 
fumption  of  Malt  Spirits,  Cyd^r  and  Perry,  which  are 
Home- Manufactures,  generally  fuppofed  to  be  ufed  in 
fuch  Mixtures,  made  from  the  Prouuce  of  your  Lands, 
already  fubjefted  to  a  large  Duty  ;  which  Branch  of  the 
Revenue  may  become  deficient  by  ibtfe  Means,  and 
You  be  call'd  upon  to  lupply  that  D'Jidency. 

N    2  It 


14$       The  C  R  A  F  T  s  M  A  N.     Nc  346 

It  is  urged  likewise,  in  Defence  of  this  Scheme,  that 
many  Duties  are  collected  this  Way  already.  I  am 
forry  there  are  fo  many  Inftances  of  it ;  but  it  is  but  a 
fmall  Confolation,  that  the  Dealers  in  thefe  Commodities 
will  have  a  great  many  Fellow-Sufferers  ;  and  it  is  a 
very  infolent  Way  of  Reafcning,  that  becaufe  a  great 
Number  ofPfOple  are  already  ofprejs'd,  therefore  it  will 
be  no  Grievance  to  incr-eafe  the  Number. 

I  hope,  Gentlemen,  that  this  very  Argument  will 
convince  you  it  is  Time  to  put  a  Stop  to  this  grievcus 
Method  of  lolleRing  the  fublick  Revenues ;  fince  the 
farther  it  extends,  the  better  Argument  it  will  be,  ac- 
cording to  theLogick  of  tbeje  Gcntkmen,  for  extending 
it  flill  farther,  and  may  in  Time  reach  to  Tourfches. 

There  is  already  a  large  Body  of  People  liable  to- 
have  SsLiiers  quarter 'd  upon  Them  j  but  I  hope  it  will 
never  be  thought  a  good  Argument  for  making  mo:e 
People  liable  to  the  fame  Burthen. 

That  this  Method  ofColleftion  is  grievous,  I  appeal 
to  the  Experience  of  all  Traders,  fubjeft  to  the  Laics 
of  Ex  fife,  and  to  the  impartial  Judgment  of  every  difin- 
terefted  Gentleman. 

Some  Jhallow  Coxcombs  (Compofitions  of  Ignorance, 
Idlenefs  and  Indolence)  have  attempted  to  ridicule  the 
People,  liable  to  be  aggrieved  by  this  Method,  as  Per- 
fbns  of  no  Confequence,  and  unworthy  of  any  Re- 
gard. 

I  am  forry,  Ger:tiemtn>  that  They  fhould  he  fo  conii- 
derable  for  their  Numbers  ;  and  believe,  if  this  Projett 
fucceeds,  the  Trader?,  fubjecT:  to  the  Laws  of  Ex  fife, 
will  be  a  very  large  Proportion  of  the  BurgeJJes  of  thh 
Kingdom,  and  no  friiall  Part  of  the  Freeholders ;  which 
leads  me  to  the  fecond  Thing  I  propofed  to  your  Con~ 
iideration,  viz.  whether  you  will  find  it  your  Inteietf, 
for  any  prefent  Advantage,  to  content  to  the  Grie- 
vance of  fo  confidcrable  a  Number  of  your  Fellow- 
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Gentlemen, 

We  have,  in  Conjunction,  been  at  the  Expence  of 
above  tioo  hundred  Millions,  in  Support  of  our  common 
Liberties,  fmce  the  Revolution  ;  and  I  hope  you  will 
never  consent  to  the  Lofs  of  io  confiderable  a  Branch 
of  them,  as  the  quiet  and  undiiturb'd  Poffeffion  of  our 
own  Hou'e.%  for  the  Sum  of  three,  or  four  hundred 
tboufand  Pounds  a  Tear  ;  the  ucmoit  Convenience  pro- 
pofe.l  by  this  Abridgment  of  them. 

Should  you  come  into  fach  a  Scheme,  wicked  Men 
hereafter  may  make  Ule  of  this  Argument  with  the 
Bargeffes  of  England  to  confent  to  the  Abridgment,  or 
Invaiion  of  your  Liberties  ;  an  Handle,  which  I  hope 
you  will  never  give  Them;  fince  People,  who  are 
Themfelves  opprefs'd,  are  apt  to  lofe  all  generous  Con- 
cern for  the  Liberty  of  others,  and  their  Oppreffion  may 
pave  the  Way  to  your  own. 

What  Tender nefs  the  Projectors  of  this  Scheme  have 
for  your  Intereft,  may  be  collected  from  the  vaft  Quan- 
tities of  French  Brandy,  permitted  to  be  imported  from 
Dunkirk  at  the  Flemijh  Duty  ;  by  which  a  very  confi- 
derable Part  of  the  Produce  of  your  Eilates  fells  at  fo 
low  a  Price. 

But  I  hope,  that  People  of  Education,  fuch  as  Gentle- 
men living  jupon  their  Eaates  are  iuppo.'ed  to  be,  Ihould 
be  wrought  upon  by  Motives  far  more  generous  ;  and 
that  a  Concern  for  the  Liberties  of  Mankind  ihould  ani- 
mate you  above  any  mean  Confidera lions  of  private 
Inter  eft,  O. 

/  am,  GENTLEMEN, 

Ycur  inoft  ajfe.ciicnaie 
FeHow-SufyeJ, 

and  Countryman, 

S.  S. 
N  3  From 
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Frcfft  my  own  Chambers. 

Years  ago  a  merry  Treatife  was  publiuYd, 
inrit.'ei,  a  fearred  Dijer fatten  on  OLD  WOMEN, 

male  and  female,  &c. 1  can  never  read  the  Worb 

of  Mr.  Qsborne,  \vithout  thinking  of  that  Piece,  and 
looking  upon  Him  as  a  male,  old  Woman.  Every  Pa- 
per He  publiihes  is  written  perfedlly  in  the  anile  Man- 
"tr,  and  puts  me  in  Mind  of  my  poor  Granny.  Me- 
thinks,  I  fee  the  good,  old  Gentlewoman  fitting  by  the 
Fire-fide,  in  her  great  arm'd  Chair,  holding  forth  her 
Lectures  of  Morality  to  her  little  Grand-Children  and 
Maid-Servants.  Mr.  Odor/tis  Writings  are  exactly  of 
this  Kind,  and  contain  the  ftrongeft  Charadlerifticks  of 
feminine  Dotage.  He  is  very  talkative,  very  politive, 
and  very  cenforious ;  eternally  dwelling  on  the  fame 
dull  Topicks,  and  fo  full  of  his  own  Wifdom,  as  not  to 
perceive  that  every  Body  of  Senfe  laughs  at  Him  and 
defpifes  Hini.  His  only  Admirers  are  a  few,  old  £)uid- 
ntmcs,  like  Himfelf,  and  his  brighteit  Productions  are 
what  the  Chymifts  ca\\j4nima  Saturni ;  the  Soul,  or 
Quint ejjence  ^LEAD. 

In  his  Paper  of  Saturday  M,  after  his  ufual  Compli- 
ments to  the  Minifters,  He  refumes  the  old  Topick  of 
Civzum  Ardtr,  and  inveighs  very  warmly  againlt  the 
Enemies  of  the  People,  in  running  about  Jrot/i  Coffee- 
boufe  to  Cojfec-houfe  ;  meeting  together  in  great  Bodies  } 
and  fending  Petiticms  from  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
befeecbing  their  Representatives  not  to  fuffer  the  Excifc 
Monlter  to  invade  Tkera. 

He  then  mumps  his  toothlefs  Gums,  and  endeavours 
to  be  a  little  waggifh,  by  turning  tlefe  Petitions  into 
Ridicule;  but  alas!  That  is  nor  his  Talent}  and  I 
would  advife  Him,  as  a  Friend,  not  to  attempt  it  any 
more,  but  rely  on  his  ufual  Method  of  folemn,  alfl ratted 
Reafcning. 

His  chief  Refentment  feems  to  be  levell'd  againft  the 
Inftruftions  from  Sf.  ALBAN^  ;  which,  He  fays,  neither 

curtain 
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contain  the  Senfe  of  the  INHABITANT*,  nor  of  the 
CORPORATION  ;  and  for  Proof  of  Thi?,  He  alludes 
to  an  obfcure  Advertifement  in  one  of  the  News-papers, 
without  any  Name  fubfcribed  to  it;  fo  that,  for 
aught  We  know,  it  might  have  been  drawn  up  and 
publilh'd  by  Himfelf. 

As  for  the  Infmuation,  that  tin  Paper  was  clande* 
fiinely  figr?dt  it  is  well  known  that  the  Corporation  of 
St.  ALBAN'S  confifts  of  a  Mayor  and  twelve  Aldermen; 
and  I  am  credibly  informed  that  the  Seal  was  put  to 
thefe  Injtruftions  by  the  unanimous  Confent  of  the  faid 
Mayor  and  ten  Aldermen,  being  all,  who  were  then  in 
Town  ;  and  that  one  of  the  two  abfent  Aldermen  wrote 
a  Letter  to  the  new-elefled  Member,  in  much  ftronger 
Terms  than  the  hflruclions. Now,  by  what  Fi- 
gure in  Rhetorick  a  Corporation  can-  be  faid  to  fteal  their 
own  Seal,  I  muft  leave  this  profound  Wag  to  explain. 
But  the  moll  effectual  Way  to  convince  the  World  that 
thefe  Inftrufiions  do  not  contain  the  Senfe  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, will  be  for  this  Gentleman,  or  his  Friends,  to  pro- 
cure a  Petition  from  St.  Alban's,  in  Favour  of  EXCISES, 
as  They  formerly  did  from  fome  wife-beaded Viftua Hers, 
in  Behalf  of  the  POT-ACT. 

After  This,  He  proceeds  to  fome  other  Points,  which 
He  difpatches  with  the  fame  Judgment  and  Addrefs. 

Having  charged  me  with  afferting,  that  our  Trade 
Is  decaying,  and  our  Poor  are  ftarving,  He  aflures  us, 
by  Way  of  Reply,  that  Work  is  fo  plenty,  and  Provi- 
ficmsfo  cheap,  that  in  Bradford,  a  Cloth-working  Town 
near  the  Bath,  there  was  drank  by  the  labouring  People, 
frtm  June  1731'  lojune  1732,  above  7,000 /.  worth 

tfftrong  Beer. I  muft  confefs  that  I  have  not  the 

fame  general  Intelligence  with  Mr.  Osbarne,  and  there- 
foe  cannot  contradicl  this  important  Account  j  but  if 
it  is  true,  the  good  People  of  Bradford  are  certainly  a 
Parcel  of  rare,  jolly,  toping  Blades,  and  have  been  very 
considerable  Benefaftors  to  the  Revenue.  I  wifh  Mr. 
Q'forr.e  could  oblige  us  with  the  fame  good  News  from 

all 
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all  the  manufacturing  Towns  in  the  Kingdom,  which 
would  be  of  great  Ufe  to  his  Argument,  concerning 
the  flourifhing  Condition  of  our  Trade  ;  for  He  ought 
to  remember  that,  according  to  logical  Rules,  no  general 
Conclujton  can  be  drawn  from  particular  Prtmiffes. 

Mr.  Osborne  is  likewife  very  angry  at  a  Rumour  a- 
bout  Town,  that  as  Joan  as  the  prefent  Scheme  is  fi- 
nijh'd,  We  Jball  have  no  more  Parliaments,  or  that  the 
prefent  Parliament  will  perpetuate  Them/elves,  This 
Report,  fays  He,  .mcnftrous  as  it  is,  and  wicked  as  it  is 
monftrous,  is  carefully  convey 'd  over  the  Nation,  ferioufly 
talked  of,  and  thoroughly  believed,  not  only  by  Country- 
men, but  Perfons,  who  live  in  the  City,  and  tb<?  MAD 
quoad  hoc,  or  as  to  Excites,  are  otberwije  Men  of  good 

Senfe. To  This  I  reply,  in  the  Words  of  an  old 

Proverb,  \\aAQtortffion  will  make  a  wife  Man  mad; 
and  when  People  are  out  of  their  Senfes,  We  cannot 
wonder  at  any  romantick  Apprehenfions  that  may  hap- 
pen to  come  into  their  Heads.  But  as  for  myfelf  ( tho' 
I  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  a  little  Excije-mad,  like  the 
rert  of  the  World)  I  can  affure  Mr.  O  •  borne  that  I  have 
been  fo  far  from  fpreading,  or  encouraging  fuch  a  Re- 
port, that  I  have  conlbntly  endeavour'd  to  liipprefs  it, 
wherever  I  have  heard  it  mentiou'd,  by  (hewing  the 
Unreafanablenefs  and  Improbability  of  io  dej'perate  aft 
•:/  ;  for  the  People  are  fulficiently  dillatisfy'd  al- 
ready with  a  (cptcffKial Parliament,  and  any  farther 
Extenfion  of  that  T^erm  would  certainly  throw  Them 
into  a  Flame.  They  rather  feem  to  expect  that  annual, 
or  triennial  Parliaments  fhould  be  revived;  and  even 
Mr.  Osborne  himfclf  hath  formerly  given  us  fome  broad 
Hints  that  He  did  not  approve  of  hag  Parliaments  ; 
but  at  prefent  He  feems  to  be  ftark  M'riiftry-mad,  and 
raves  in  the  fame  frantick  Style  with  his  Patrw,  iLtf 
all  the  Merchants  in  England  IMW  nothing  of  Trade, 
and  dotft  ur.derfland  their  ovin  Inttreft.  — — —  I  fhall 
tiieiefore  difturb  Him  no  farther  in  tbeje  political  R,:/~ 
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veries,  but  leave  Him   to  enjoy  them,  or  compofe   his 
Brain,  juil  as  it  may  happen. 

D.  CAL.    D'ANVERS. 
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The  following  Letter  is  of  fuch  Importance  to  the' 
Liberty  of  EleRiens  for  Members  of  Parliament,  that  it 
deiervcs  the  ibifteft  Attention  of  the  Publick,  at  this 
Time.  We  are  aflured  that  the  Gentleman,  who  font 
it,  is  ready  to  juftify  the  Particulars,  by  autbentick 
Foucbers  ;  aud  therefore  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  take 
the  f:rft  Opportunity  of  publiihing  it,  as  a  practical 
111  ultra  tkm  of  our  late  Arguments  againft  EXCISES 
and  STANDING  ARMIES. 

To    CALEB     D'AKVERS,    Efqi 
SIR,  CHESTER,  Feb.  10,  1732-3. 

I-I  E  Affairs  of  this  City,  on  our  late 
Elections  of  a  Mayor  and  a  Reprefen- 
tative,  in  the  Room  of  Sir  Richard 
Grofuenor  deceafed,  having  been  vilely 
mifrcprefented  in  the  Daily  Courant 
and  other  Court  Papers^  you  are  defi- 
red  to  fet  thofe  Traniadions  in  a  true  Light. 

As  great  Induilry  hath  been  u'ed,  for  a  confidera- 
ble  Time  paft,  to  divide  the  natural  Intereft  of  this 
Place,  and  the  moft  indirect  Meafures  have  been  taken 
for  that  Purpofe,  I  am  obliged,  in  Juftice  to  the  Pub- 
lick  and  particularly  to  the  Citizens  of  Cbefter,  to  ex- 
poie  the  Artifices ciffclr.  MAN  LEY  and  his  Adherents, 
in  order  to  promote  tlieir  own  luterelt,  and  weaken 

•  That 
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That  of  the  GR.OSVENOR  Family,  who  have  been 
conftant  and  generous  Bcnefaclors  to  thh  City. 

I  muft  begin  with  observing  that  about  two  Years 
ago  one  Mr.  Kinderley  came  to  Cbefter,  in  order  to 
view  the  River  Dee,  giving  out  that  Mr.  Manlcy  had 
directed  Him  to  prepare  Plans  of  it,  and  that  He 
wou'd  undertake  to  make  it  navigable,  upon  Terms  to 
be  propoled  to  the  City. 

A  Work  fo  defireable  and  advantageous,  as  This  was 
reprefented,  met  with  every  Body's  Approbation;  and 
though  many  Citizens  difier'd  in  their  Opinions,  con- 
cerning the  Manner  of  executing  fucb  a  Scheme,  yet 
all  concurr'd  in  wifliing  Succels  to  the  Undertaking 
in  general. 

About  a  Year  ago  Mr.  Kinderley  deliver'd  hi.*  Pro- 
pofals  to  the  then  Mayor,  who  immediately  cali'd  a 
Council',  and  They  appointed  a  Committee  to  confider 
of  it,  as  well  as  to  procure  the  Confent  of  the  princi- 
pal Merchants  and  Traders  for  laying  fuch.a  Duty  up- 
on all  the  Exports  and  Imports  of  the  faid  City,  as  ( to- 
gether with  the  other  Advantages  propoicd  by  the 
Scheme)  would  be  a  reafonable  Encouragement  to  the 
Undertaker^;  but  as  it  was  propofed  to  make  the  Du- 
ties perpetual,  it  was  a  Matter  of  great  Confequence  to 
the  City,  to  determine  righily  in  this  Affair,  by  gi- 
ving all  proper  Encouragement  to  the  'Navigation,  on 
one  Side,  without  laying  any  unreasonable  Burthen 
upon  Trade,  on  the  other. 

The  Committee  having  duly  (and  with  as  much 
Difpatch  as  could  be  expected  in  an  Affair  of  fuch  Con- 
fequcnce)  confider'd  the  Nature  of  this  Cafe,  made 
their  Report;  which  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the 
City ;  and  a  Petition,  under  the,  common  Seal,  was 
thereupon  immediately  prefented  to  Parliament  by  the 
late  Sir  Richard  Grofvenor,  and  referr'd  to  a  Com- 
mittee, with  another  Petition  fign'd  by  the  Commonalty, 
upon  which  Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  for 
reft  or  ing  the  Navigation  of  the  faid  Rivfr  ;  but  Mr. 

Man/rj, 
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Miin.fey,  the  principal  Promoter  of  this  Scheme,  (  not- 
withftanding  He  had  clamour'd  loudly  againit  theror- 
porate  Body  of  the  [aid  City,  as  well  as  -their  Repre- 
I'entativcs,  and  treated  Them  as  Enemies  to  the  Navipa- 
'tion,  becaufe  They  would  not  implicitly  come  into  his 
Defkns )  had  no  Bill  prepared,  norfo  much  as  Heads  of 
a  Bill  for  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  were  order'd  to  bring 
it  into  the  Houle;  upon  wh:ch  Account  only  fome 
Weeks  were  loft ;  and  when  the  Bill  was  deliver'd, 
and  came  to  be  confider'd,  it  appear'd  very  defective  ; 
exprefly  contradictory  to  the  Terms  agreed  on  by  Mr. 
Manlcy  and  the  City ;  extremely  inconvenient  to  the 
Trade  of  fome,  and  hazardous  to  the  Properties  of  o- 
thers,  who  for  thefe  Realbns  became  Petitioners  againfl 
if,  in  order  to  have  fuch  proper  Provisions  and  Re- 
ftridYions  in  the  Bill,  as  are  uiu'al  in  Cafes  of  the  fame 
Nature.' 

The  Want  of  thefe  neceflary  Cautions  occafion'd  a 
farther  Delay  ;  but  even  thefe  Difficulties  might  have 
been  furmounted,  and  the  Bill  have  pals'd,  had  Mr. 
Kir.derley  been  prepared  with  proper  Plans  to  defcribc 
the  propofed  Undertaking,  or  Mr.  Manlcy  with  Un- 
dertahers,  able  to  carry  it  into  Execution,  and  make 
Satisfaction  to  the  Land-owners  for  the  Damages  They 
might  receive;  which  nobody  can  imagine  Mr.  Kin- 
der ley  ( who  was  at  firit  propofed  to  be  the  only  Un- 
dertaker) could  be. 

Thefe  Reafcns  and  the  Claufe,  that  was  offei'd  to 
prevent  Jobbing  of  Shares,  which  broke  in  upon  the 
favourite  Defign  of  the  Projectors,  ( as  the  Principal  of 
Them  hath  admitted  )  occaiion'd  ail  the  Delay  the  Bill 
met  with  in  the  Houfe,  and  at  M  the  Lofs  of  it ;  tho' 
Mr.  Manley  and  his  Adherents  have  very  unjuftly  im- 
puted it  to  other  Caufes. 

From  this  plain  Reprefentation  of  the  Cafe,  and  the 
Part  Mr.  Manley  hath  fince  afted,  it  may  be  judged 
whether  bis  Scheme  was  not  calculated  for  his  own  pri- 
vate Inter  eft,  rather  than  the  Service  of  the  City. 

Yet 
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Yet  from  this  Time  his  publick  Spirit  and  Attention 
for  the  People  of  Cktfter  began  to  appear  in  Mobs  and 
Riots.  A  Number  of 'Vagrants  and  disorderly  People 
were  pack'd  together,  and  encouraged  to  commit  the 
greateft  Outrages,  being  taken  into  regular  Pay,  conti- 
nually kept  warm  with  Liquors  and  directed  to  infult 
the  Inhabitants,  who  would  not  join  with  Them. 

The  Magiftraey  of  the  City  were  abufed  in  the  grof- 
feft  Manner,  whilft  They  were  endeavouring  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Peace.  Their  Officers  were  beat  in  the  Exe- 
cution of  their  Duty ;  and  Offenders,  who  were  or- 
d^rM  to  be  punifh'd  for  notorious  Breaches  of  the  Peace, 
•were  refcued  out  of  their  Hands.  Thefe  Abufes  were 
committed  chiefly  by  Foreigners,  encouraged  and  affiited, 
from  Time  to  Time,  by  the  Servants  of  fo?ne  Perfon:, 
who  were  bound  by  their  Duty,  and  the  Oaths  They 
had  taken,  to  do  all  in  their  Power  to  prevent  them. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  the  feveral  Riots 
-in  Cbefter  from  the  Month  of  April  to  Augvft  laft. 
Let  it  fuffice  to  obferve,  that  almoft  every  Night  fome 
remarkable  Mifchiefwas  done  to  the  Friends  of  the 
Grofcencr  Family,  without  any  other  Provocation  than 
their  being  fuch,  or  any  Return  of  the  fame  Kind, 
though  They  are  by  much  the  moft  fubftantial  Part  of 
the  Inhabitants,  and  ( as  Mr.  Manley  muft  now  be 
convinced )  the  moft  numerous. 

Upon  the  Death  of  Sir  Richard  Grofvenor,  his  Bro- 
ther offer'd  his  Service  to  the  City,  iupported  by  above 
150  Gentlemen  of  the  neighbouring  Counties,  of  great 
Figure  and  Fortune.  He  was  at  firft  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Warburtm ;  but  that  Gentleman,  having  try'd  his  In- 
tereft  with  the  Citizens,  very  prudently  declined  to 
Mr.  Manley,  an  Attorney  ;  who  call'd  to  his  Afliitance 
all  the  military  Gentlemen  in  that  Part  of  the  King- 
dom, as  welfas  the  Cuftom-Hcuj'e,  Extife  and  Sa/t-Of- 
ficers  ;  ib  that  the  World  may  in  fome  Meafure  jadge, 
from  the  perfonal  Circumllances  of  the  Candidates,  and 
the  Appearance  made  in  their  Favour,  whic^  of  Them 

fall 
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had  the  beft  Pretence  to  as!c  the  Votes  of  the  Citizens, 
on  that  Occafion,  and  is  likely  to  pay  moil  Regard  to 
their  Rights  and  Privileges. 

Mr.  Maa/ey  had  no  fooner  declared  Htmfelf  a  Can- 
didate, but  greater  Abufes  \verc  committed  than  ever, 
Falfe  and  Icandalous  Libels,  reflecting  on  the  Honour 
of  fever al  Gentlemen,  were  daily  printed  and  difperfedj 
threatening  Letters  were  dropt,  with  a  Defign  of  inti- 
midating the  Magift  rates  from  doing  their  Duty  ;  and 
fcarce  a  Night  pafs'd,  bu:  many  Perfons  were  cruelly 
beat,  Windows  broken,  and  even  the  publick  Buildings 
of  the  City  defaced. 

Numbers  of  Affidavits  and  other  Vouchers  could  be 
produced,  in  Proof  of  the  Premiies  i  by  which  it  ap- 
pears, amongft  other  Particulars, 

That  there  hath  been  a  continued  Courfe  of  Riots 
and  Outrages  committed  in  the  City  of  Chcfter,  by- 
Mr.  Hanky's  Adherents,  from  the  Beginning  of  April 
kit  to  the  Election  of  a  Member. 

That  on  the  3d  of  April  a  great  Number  of  Perfons 
were  aflembled  together,  in  a  riotous  Manner;  after 
which  They  rambled  through  the  City  ;  infulted  the 
Recorder,  as  He  came  from  the  Seffions  in  his  Gown  , 
threw  a  Stone  at  Him,  and  broke  his  Wmdovvs. 

That  on  the  loth  of  October  Mr.  Alderman  Eennet 
and  Mr.  Brereton  wrote  Letters  to  the  then  Maysr,  to 
diiHiadc  Him  from  calling  an  Aflembly  ;  at  the  fame 
Time  piopofing  advanhigeotis  Terms  to  Him  and  his 
Family,  if  He  would  comply  with  their  Meafures  ; 
from  whence  it  appears  that  Mr.  Mauley  and  his 
Friends  have  but  liule  Reaion  ;o  complain  of  Corrup- 
tion. 

That  the  fame  Night  two  or  three  cf  tbe  Aldermen 
waiting  at  the  *  P entice  for  the  Mayor,  in  order  to 
compound  the  Prizage  of  Wine  with  a  Merchant  of 
the  laid  City,  a  great  Number  of  the  Rioters  were  ai- 

VOL.  X.  O  femblei 
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158        The  CRAFTSMAN.    N°  347. 

fcmbled  together,  arm'd  with  Clubs  and  other  Wea- 
pons 5  that  the  Aldermen,  for  their  Safety,  having  fe- 
cured  the  Doors  of  thc'Pfntiet,  the  faid  Rioter:  burft 
them  to  Pieces ;  broke  the  Windows  and  Window- 
Frames  of  the  faid  P  entice,  with  all  the  Chairs,  Tables 
and  Clock  belonging  to  it ;  threaten'd  to  murder  the 
faid  Magiftrates,  and  threw  an  Halbcrtu  one  of  Them 
with  fuch  Force,  that  it  ftiuck  five  Inches  into  a  Lea- 
ther Chair  ;  that  a  certain,  honourable  Colonel,  with  ie- 
veral  Officers  and  other  Gentlemen,  in  Mr'.  Manltfs 
Intereft,  came  into  the  Pentice,  during  theie  Difbrders, 
without  endeavouring  to  prevent  them  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, one  of  the  Officers  declared  That  v;as  nothing  to 
what  mould  happen  the  Night  following,  when  150 
Men  mould  be  kili'd. 

That  after  the  Rioters  had  demolim'd  the  Pentice, 
They  paraded  through  the  City,  infulting  the  Inhabi- 
tants ;  threatening  to  murder  ieveral  Gentlemen,  who 
appear'd  in  the  Intereft  of  the  Grofcenor  Family ;  and 
that  They  frequently  went  a:m'd,  in  Search  of  Them. 

That  on  the  1 1  th  of  October  a  great  Number  of 
People  came  out  of  Wales  and  the  Towns  adjacent  to 
the  City  ;  many  of  whom  were  Freemen ;  that  fome 
came  to  the  Market,  -and  others  to  ice  an  Horfe-Race, 
«  which  was  advertised  to  be  run  on  that  Day  on  the  • 
Roodee-,  that  They  came  into  the  City  in  a  peaceable 
Manner,  with  nothing  but  Sticks,  or  Whips  in  their 
Hands,  and  oply  fiiouting  a  Grcfvenori  that  T,hey 
abufed  nobody  till  They  were  attack'd  by  Mr.  Manltfa 
Party,  whom  They  foon  defeated,  and  then  imme- 
diately difperfed  to  their  Quarters,  without  doing  the 
leaft  Mifchief. 

-  It  ought  to  be  rcmark'J,  in  this  Place,  that  all  the 
Avenues  of  the  Town  were  befet  by  Mr.  Man/ey's 
Party,  and  none  were  fuffer'd  to  come  into  the  City, 
who  were  in  the  Grcfvenor  Intereft ;  Co  that  5r  would 
have  been  impracticable  for  150  FreemWi  who  came 
in  with  this  Body,  to  have  entcr'd  the  City,  without 

the 
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the  utmoft  Hazard  of  their  Lives,  if  They  had  not 
taken  this  Opportunity  of  doing  it;  and  yet  the 
Letter-writer  in  the  Courant  hath-  the  confummate 
Modefty  to  call  This  by  "the  Name  of  Rebellion! 

By  the  fame  Vouchers  and  Affidavits  it  likewife  ap» 
pears  that  a  great  Number  of  the  Rioters  affembled 
together  in  the  Caftle,  with  M.r.Man/ey  and  a  military 
Officer  at  their  Head,  who  encouraged  Them  to  pufh 
open  the  Storeboufe  Door  to  fetch  out  Arms  to  fight 
againft  the  Welshmen  ;  which  They  accordingly  did  in 
the  Pretence  of  tbofe  Gentlemen,  and  Jfeveral  of  Them 
return'd,  arm'd  with  Steel-Caps,  Body-Pieces,  Swords, 
Daggers  and  otbsr  Weapons ;  '  that  in  the  Afternoon, 
the  faid  Mob,  thus  arm'd,  went  out  of  the  Caftle* 
when  a  certain  Gentleman  was  heard  to  give  Therm 
Orders  to  cut  the  Wcljbmen  to  Pieces,  if  They  would 
not  go  out  of  the  City  by  fair  Means;  that  a  grca£ 
Number  of  the  Citizens  and  others  were  fo  dangerouily 
wounded  by  the  faid  Mob,  that  their  Lives  were 
defpah-'d  of,  and  many  of  Them  will  never  recover 
ihe  Ufe  of  their  Limbs.  .  N.  B.  Several  -Soldiers,  or 
Penftsners,  belonging  to  the  Caftle  of  Cbefter,  were 
amongft  the  Rioters. 

That  Mr.  Manley  appear'd  feveral  Times  in  the 
Streets  at  the  Head  of  the  Mob,  arm'd  with  broad 
Swords  and  other  Weapons ;  whilil  Mr.  Grofvenor  and 
his  Friends  were  ufing  their  utmolt  Endeavours  to 
prevent  thefe  Diforder?,  and  at  laft  procured  the  printed 
Preliminaries  to  be  iign'd,  as  it  is  coafefs'd  in  ths 
Courant. 

After  This,  it  was  hoped  that  the  Peace  of  the 
City  would  have  been  reiiored  ;  but  notwithflanding 
tbafe  Articles,  the  Rioters  continued  their  Inlblence, 
during  the  Eleftion  ;  and  it  was  dangerous  for  any 
Body,  in  the  Grofvenor  .Intereft,  to  Itir  out  in  the 
Night  Time. 

On  the  1 2th  of  October   two  Troops  of  Dragoons, 

that  were  quartered  at  WarHngton,  taarcli'd  to  Chejler 

O  x  and 
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ard  halted  near  the  Suburbs  of  the  City.  On  Notice 
of  their  Arrival,  the  Mayer  and  Recorder  wrote  a  Letter 
to  the  commanding  Officer,  defiring  his  AfMance  and 
Protection  ;  upon  which  that  Gentleman  exprefs'd  his 
Concern  to  hear  of  any  Dilbrders  in  the  City  ;  but  ftid 
He  could  not  give  the  Magiftrates  any  dircft  Anfwer, 
till  He  had  received  fome  Inftru£lions  from  the  Secretary 
at  War,  which  he  expefted  by  that  Night's  Port,  and 
therefore  defired  to  fee  the  Meffenger  the  next  Day. 
He  then  told  Him  that  He  could  not  enter  the  City, 
without  an  Order  from  Colonel  Cbolmondeley,  the  Go- 
vefnoT  of  the  Caftle,  under  whofe  Command  He  then 
was.  Colonel  Cbolmtndeky,  being  apply'd  to  die  next 
Day  for  the  fame  Purpole,  excuied  Himielf  by  faying, 
that  He  thought  it  was  in  the  Power  of  the  Gentlemen, 
who  had  fign'd  the  Preliminaries,  to  preferve  the 
Peace  j  and  fo  the  Troops  return'd  the  Day  after  to 
their  Quarters  at  Warrington. 

It  is  very  evident  from  the  Orders,  which  this  Of- 
jicer  received,  either  that  the  Forces  in  publick  Pay  are 
of  no  Service  at  all  in  quelling  of  Riots  and  Diforden  ; 
or  that  They  are  to  proteft  and  ferve  the  Turn  of  one 
Party  only. 

On  Monday,  Oft.  16,  (being  the  laft  Day  of  Election 
for  Mayor)  vvhen  Air.  Alderman  Beitnet  and  Mr.  Alder- 
man Mainwaring,  who  flood  Candidates  for  that 
Office,  had  done  polling,  the  Mob  grew  more  out- 
rageous than  They  had  been  the  Day  before  ;  and  great 
Numbers  of  Freemen  apprehended  Themfclves  in  fb 
much  Danger,  that  They  durll  not  venture  out  of 
their  Houfes  to  give  their  Votes  ;  notwithllanding 
which  there  was  a  Majority  for  Mr.  Alderman  Johnfon 
(who  was  fupported  by  the  Grofvcnor  and  Cottnt/j 
Inter  eft)  of  238  Votes.  This  Difappointment  to 
Mr.  Affix's  Party  made  Them  ilill  more  defpei ate. 
They  determined  to  have  a  Mayor  of  their  own,  and 
carried  Alderman  Sennet  in  a  Chair  from  the  Huftings 
to  his  Houie,  as  if  He  had  been  aftually  chofen.  The 

Poll 


N*  347.    tfhe  CRAFTSMAN.         161 

Poll  being,  in  the  mean  Time,  clofed  and  the  Court 
adjourn'd,  Mr.  Mayor,  the  Recorder  and  fiber  Magi- 
Jirates,  for  the  Security  of  their  Perfons,  got  into  a 
Cofice-houfe ;  where  They  endeavoured,  with  the 
Cmiftnbles  and  civil  Officers,  to  prcferve  the  Peace; 
but  the  Rioters  were  fo  harden'd,  that  They  beat  the 
Officers ;  forced  open  the  Doors  of  the  Coftee-houfe  ; 
took  the  Mayor's  Staff"  out  of  his  Hand,  and  broke  it ; 
forced  the  Sword  and  Mace  out  of  the  Hands  of  the 
Officers,  who  had  the  Cuftody  of  them,  and  carried 
them  in  Triumph  to  Mr.  Alderman  Bennett  Houfe, 
where  they  remain'd  that  Night. 

At  this  Election  great  Numbers  of  Officers,  in  diffe- 
rent Branches  of  the  Revenue,  as  well  as  common 
Soldiers,  were  detach'd  from  every  Quarter  of  the 
Kingdom  ;  and  it  may  be  thought  ibraewhat  extraor- 
dinary that  They  fhould  all  be  fo  very  unanimous  as 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Manley,  againll  the  common  Confent 
of  their  Fellow-Citizen's  and  the  Intereft,  which  moft 
of  their  Relations  ferved  ;  but  when  fame  Officers  in  the 
fub!ick  Revenue  were  threaten'd  with  the  Lofs  of  their 
Bread  ;  when  Others,  whofe  Families  have  long  keen 
fupported  by  the  Grofaenors,  and  were  at  that  Time 
daily  receiving  Wages  from  Them,  were  exprefly 
crder'd  to  go  150  Miles  to  vote  againft  Them,  [under 
Pain  of  dif obeying  Orders',  when  Others,  who  had  been 
in  the  Service  and  dilcharged,  were  forced  away  from 
their  Friends  and  guarded,  undej  Pretence  of  their 
being  Deferters,  or  new- lifted',  when  thefe  Things,  I 
fay,  are  duly  confider'd,  the  Uranimity  of  fbefe  poor 
People  is  not  at  all  furprizing ;  but  it  is  fnr-ely  an 
Inftance  of  the  Inconveniences,  which  already  arife 
from  the  prefent  Number  of  Crown-Officers,  civK  and 
military,  and  of  the  great  Danger,  to  -which  our 
Liberties  mny  be  expofed  by  any  farther  Incre^je  of 
Them. 

On  the  fecond  Day   of  Election  for  Metier,    the 

Mob  difcover'd  the  fame  Inclination  to  Ripts,  which 

O  3  They 
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They  .had  done  at  the  former  Election  for  Rlafor,  and 
being  aiTembled  in  a  great  Body,  They  march'd  in  a 
tumultuous  Manner  through  the  City,  arm'd  with 
Barr,el-J}rtyes,  in  the  Form  of  Faulchior.?,  and  with 
large  Sticks,  thro'  the  Heads  of  which  Spike-nan's  were 
driven,  that  ftuck  out  above  an  Inch,  aflaulting  the 
Conftabki,  commiffion'd  by  the  Magiflracy  to  prevent 
Diforder,?,  without  any  Sort  of  Provocation ;  but  by 
the  Refolution  of  tbofe  Officers,  the  Rioters  were  over- 
power'd  ;  their  defperate  Arms  taken  from  Them  ;  and 

difpcrfed. This,    I  fuppofe,    was  another  Inftance 

of  Rebellion  ! 

From  that  Time,  the  Peace  of  the  City  was  pre- 
ferved  with  much  Difficulty,  to  the  great  Satisfaction 
of  the  Inhabitants ;  who,  having  the  Freedom  of  polling 
without  Danger  to  their  Perlbns,  Mr.  Grc/vencr  had  a 
Majority  of  Refiants  of  166,  and  of  Voters  in  general 
of  361  ;  from"  whence  it  appears  that  ihelnterefl  of 
the  Grofvencr  Family  in  the  City  of  Cbefter  never  ap- 
pear'd  to  greater  Advantage  than  in  this  Ekfticn,  not-' 
withftanding  the  extraordinary  Mcafures,  that  were 
taken  to  deftroy  it. 

It  ought  to  be  obfervcd  that  many  of  the  CcnflabUi, 
appointed  at  Mr.  Mauley's  Requeft,  upon  the  late  Etec- 
tion  of  Mayor,  were  fo  far  from  prclerv'.ng,  or  endea- 
vouring to  preserve  the  Peace  of  the  City,  that  They 
frequently  join'd  the  Rioters,-  and  encouraged  Them 
to  commit  tho  mod  outrageous  Iniults  j  for  which 
Reafon,  it  was  found  neceflary,  upon  the  late  Election 
of  a  Member,  to  appoint  other  Perfons  in  their  Room, 
to  prevent  the  like  Dilorder?,  as  well  as  a  greater 
Number  than  was  conftituted  at  the  Mayor's  Ekdion, 
who  were  by  no  Means,  able  to  oppoie  a  mercenary 
•and  annd  Mct>,  encouraged  to  commit  the  greateft 
Cruelties. 

During  the  late  Election,  the  Mob  was  out  of  Mea- 
fure  inlblent  not  only  to.  the  Con/laths,  but  to  all  the 
Magift rates  of  the  City,  who  with  great  Temper  bore 

their 
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their  ill  Treatment,  to  prevent  if  poffible  any  Diforders,. 
"till  the  Conftables  were  attacked  in  the  Manner  afore- 
,!faid,  and  laid  under  the  Neceffity  of  oppofing  and 
difarming  the  Rioters,  for  the  Safety  ofThemfelves  and 
the  reft  of  the  Citizens ;  and  it  is  manifeiUy  owing  to 
the  Caution  of  the  Mayor,  in  appointing  a  fufficient 
Number  of  Conftables  to  preferve  the  Peace,  that  the 
City  was  not,  at  the  late  Eleftion  of  a  Member,  in  the 
lame  unhappy  Circumftances,  which  it  was  in  at  the 
Election  of  a  Mayor. 

R.  I  am,  SIR,  &c. 


To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    J%; 
Dear  Caleb, 

TKE  PENSION-BILL  being  again  brought  into 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  likely  to  pafs  with 
rlie  fame  Unanimity  that  it  hath  three  Times  already, 
We  hope  it  will  meet  with  better  Succefs  than  it  hath 
hitherto  done  in  the  other  Houfe,  and  that  future  Ages 
will  be  fecured  from  the  Dangers  of  Corruption  within 
Dfors,  by  the  united  Voice  of  the  whole  Lcgiflature. 

In  the  mean  Time,  give  me  Leave  to  make  one  Re- 
mark on  an  elegant  Speech,  lately  publifti'd  in  the  daily 
Courant,  and  faid  to  be  fpoken,  lait  Winter,  on  that 
Occafion,  by  an  honourable  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  It  muft  be  confefs'd  that  all  the  late  Writers 
in  that  Paper  are  very  arch,  though  a  little  apt  to  blun, 
der ;  but  there  feenis  to  be  fomewhat  in  the  Speech- 
maker  much  Archer ;  and  if  I  had  the  Privilege  of 
fporting  with  Knighthood,  like  our  renowned  King 
James  the  frft*  who  conferr'd  that  Honour  on  a 
Loin  of  "Beef,  I  would  dignify  Him  with  the  Ap- 
pellation of  Sir  Archer. 

Tcur  old  Friend,  and  Carrefpondent, 

C.  BOB.  SHORT. 

SATURDAY, 
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To  CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Effs 
SIR, 

O  U  have  already  confider'd  the  Cafe  of 
EXCISES,  with  Regard  to  the  Practice  of 
HOLLAND,  and  expofed  the  Arguments 
of  the  minifterial  Writers  on  that.  Head, 
by  fhewing  the  different  Circumltances 
of  the  two  Nations  ;  notwithstanding 
which,  They  ftill  infift  upon  it,  in  Favour  of  their 
Scheme,  and  have  endeavoured  to  ftrengthen  it  with  an- 
other Inftance  of  the  fame  Kind  in  the  Republick  of 
VENICE.  This  is  the  chief  Argument  of  a  late  Pam- 
phlet, intitled,  The  genuine  Thoughts  of  a  Merchant,  &c. 
But  I  will  defy  the  Author  to  fhew  that  the  Ojficcrs,  in 
either  of  thole  States,  are  veiled  with  any  fuch  exor- 
bitant Powers,  as  are  lodged  in  Them  here  by  the  Stat. 
10  Geo.  I.  and  other  Excifc  Laws  ',  or  charged  with 
fuch  a  Number  of  Rules,  tending  to  the  Moleftation 
of  the  People,  under  the  fevered  Penalties,  as  are  pre- 
fcribed  to  Thereby  the/aM  48. 
c  Let  us  therefore  draw  a  Companion  between  the  Ex- 
dfes  in  thofe  Commomvealths  and  in  this  Kingdom  ;  and 
as  it  may  happen  to  be  the  lait  Time  that  you,  Mr. 
I?  driver  i,  will  be  allow'd  to  fpeak"  with  Freedom  on 
this  Subject,  I  hope  you  will  not  refufe  it  a  Place  in 
your  Paper. 

The  Officers  of  Excifc,  in  thofc  Countries,  are  em- 
power'd  only  to  collect  the  Duties,  and  not  allow'd  to 
harrals  the  People  afterwards  ;  whereas  our  Excifemen 
jnay  put  the  grader  to  infinite  Trouble  and  Vexation, 

after 
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after  the  Cretan  is  fully  fatisfy'd  ;  which  often  proves 
of  worle  Confequence  to  Him  than  paying  double  the 
Duty. 

The  Dutch  Extlfemen  have  no  Power  of  entering  and 
fearching  Houfes  as  the  Englijb  have,  by  the  Afts  be- 
fore-mention'd. 

The  Officers  in  Holland  are  not  appointed  by  the 
Stallholder,  nor  in  Venice  by  the  Doge ;  but  in  Eng- 
land They  are  nominated  by  the  King*  and  removeable 
at  his  Pleafure. 

In  Holland  and  Venice,  the  Duties  collecled  by  Ex- 
fife  are  intirely  apply'd  to  the  publick  Service  of  the 
icfpeftive  States  ;  whereas,  in  England,  great  Part  of 
the  Fines  and  Forfeitures  comes  into  the  Pockets  of  the 
Crown  Ofteers,  and  for  that  Reafon  tempts  Them  to  op- 
prels  the  Subject. 

Befides,  in  England  not  only  the  Offifers,  but  like- 
wife  the  Judges  of  all  Offences  againft  the  Laws  of  Ex- 
life  are  appointed  by  the  Crown,  which  is  to  have  a 
large  Share  of  the  Excije  itfelf ;  whereas  in  Holland  and 
Fenice  Thofe,'  jwho  appoint  the  Officers  of  the  Revenue, 
and  Thofe,  who>are  the  Judges  of  Offences  againit  Ex- 
cife  Laws,  have  not  the  leafl  Gain  from  Fines  and  Fer- 
feitures ;  but  the  whole  Produce  of  the  Revenue  belongs 
to  the  Commonwealth. 

Holland  hath  been  particularly  cited  by  the  learned 
Advocates  for  Ex  fifes  as  an  Example,  which  ought  to 
be  follow 'd  in  Great  Britain.  I  will  therefore  acquaint 
Them  with  another  Circumftance  in  the  Government 
of  that  State,  which  feems  to  have  efcaped  their  Know- 
ledge, and,  if  follow'd  here,  would  overturn  their  whole 
Syltem  of  Reafoning  on  this  Subjeft.  The  provincial 
States  of  Holland  meet  four  Times  a  Year  certain,  and 
oftner,  as  Occafion  requires.  During  the  Interval  of 
their  Seffions,  or  what  We  call  the  Recefs  of  Parli- 
ament, a  Commitce  of  State  fits  continually,  and  calls 
Them  together,  upon  extraordinary  Occafions,  as  They 
fee  Caufe.  At  the  fame  Time  with  the  Summons,  They 

likewife 
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likewise  fend  a  Particular  of  the  Heads,  which  are  to 
be  debated  by  the  A/embly  ;  to  the  End  that  the  Coun- 
cil of  every  City,  taking  the  Matter  into  Consideration 
amongfr.  Themfelves,  may  give  fuch  Orders  therein  to 
their  refpeftlve  Deputies  as  They  judge  proper  ;  no 
Bufinefs  being  to  come  under  the  Deliberation  of  the 
provincial  States,  without  firft  giving  Notice  of  it  to 
each  City.  —  But  our  worthy  Advocates  for  Excifes  are 
pleafed  to  contend  that  the  Cities  and  Boroughs  of  Great 
Britain,  which  have  a  Right  of  fending  Rcpr eft  motives 
to  Parliament,  are  guilty  of  Sedition,  in  giving  their 
Proxies  Inftrcftions  to  oppo'.e  any  farther  Exter.fion  of 
the  Excife  LAWS,  though  They  are  all  unanimous  in 
their  Opinion  that  it  will  tend  to  the  Dellru&ion  of 
their  Trade,  the  Lofs  of  their  Liberties,  and  the  Sub- 
verfion  of  the  Britijb  Conjlitution.  Nay,  the  old  Court- 
Party  O/^ABHORRERS,  which  "was  fo  juilly  branded  by 
Parliament,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  fccond, 
begins  to  revive  and  menace  us,  with  the  profound  Mrs. 
Os borne  at  their  Head. 

Let  us  now  confider  the  Government  of  VENICE  ; 
where  the  Duke,  though  the  chief  Magiftrate  of  the 
State,  is  almoft  deftitute  of  any  Power,  as  a  Governor  ; 
being  little  more  than  a  Pageant  of  State.  He  is  fo  far 
from  being  a  Gainer  by  that  Dignity,  that  it  isefteem'd 
burthenfome  to  Him,  his  Income  not  being  equal  to  the 
Expences,  which  are  neceflary  to  fupport  it ;  and  be- 
fides  He  may  b&call'd  to  Account  by  the  Sftgvory,  if 
They  have  Grounds  to  fufpect  Him  of  any  Defign  againft 

the  Liberties  of  the  State. The   King  of  Great 

Britain,  on  the  other  Hand,  hath  not  only  a  Civil-Lift 
for  the  Support  of  his  royal  Houfehold,  which  is  thought 
to-be  already  near  one  Million  par  Anmtm,  but  is  alfo  in- 
truded with  the  Difpofition  of  the  publick  Revenues. 
The  Judges,  Magi Jt rates  and  other  Officers  of  the  King- 
^»r,both  civil  and  military,  are  in  his  Nomination,  and 
moft  of  Them  removeable'at  hisPleafure.  He  likewife 
appoints  and  tranflates  my  Lords  the  Bijbops.  In  fliort, 

almoit 
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almott  every  Branch  of  our  Government  •  adds  to  the 
Power  of  the  'Crown,' and.  nothing  can  ever  reftrain  it 
from  becoming  abfolute,  but  the  perfonal  Virtues  of  the 
Prince,  and  the  Continuance  of  a  free  and  uncorrupt 
Parliament. 

The  Venetians  are'great  Enemies  to  Bribery,  as  well 
as  fevcre  Punifhers  of  it  when  difcover'd  ;  and  the  Duke 
Himfelfpays  a  larger  Proportion  of  all  Tax  than  any 
other  Perfon.  . 

The  Goverments  of  Venice  and  Holland  are  therefore 
in  no  Danger  from  an  Excije,  under  the  Circumftances 
and  Reilriftions  beforemention'd. 

I  am  inform'd  that  the  Excifes  in  FRANCE  are  under 
much  the  fame  Regulations,  with  Regard  to  the  Officers, 
who  have  no  Power  of  entering  and  /earthing  Hoafes  ; 
fo  that,  if  This  be  true,  our  boafted  Land  of  Liberty  is 
in  a  worle  Condition,  on  this  Account,  than  even  the 
arbitrary  Kingdom  of  France,  or  perhaps  any-  Nation  in 
the  World. 

Ai  clv-bimop  Tillotfon  obierves  of  the  Romijb  Religion, 
that  it  were  better  to  have  no  Religion  than  one,  that 
tends  lo  the  Qpprejjion  cf  Mankind;  and  may  it  not  with 
equal  Reaibn  be  laid  of  Government ;  better  to  have 
none  than  one,  which  tends  to  the  Ruin  of  the  People,  in- 
Jlead  of  their  Proteclion? : —  Would  it  not  be  ex- 
tremely fevere,  nay  even  tyrannical,  if  Taxes  mould  be 
fo  collected,  as  to  deihoy  the  very  End  of  railing  them  ; 
viz.  the  Pre'crvation  of  the  People  in  their  Trade,  Rights 
and  Liberties  ? 

But  We  are  told  by  the  Advocates  for  Power,  that  the 
Merchants  (hall  have  greater  Encouragement  by  an  Ex- 
cije than  They  now  enjoy ;  and  the  Fetters  mail  be  fo 
nicely  prepared  and  fitted  to  the  Legs  of  Retailers,  that 
They  will  be  in  Love  with  them  and  verify  the  Pre- 
diftion  of  our  frefent,  excellent  Laureat,  in 'his  Birth' 
Day  Ode, 

And  haughty  Britons  hug  their  Chains. 

Theft 
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Thefe  Writers  fpeak  to  the  Merchants  and  Traders  ex- 
eftly  in  the  Strain  of  Lockit  to  Captain  Mackheatb, 
whilft  one  of  the  Turnkeys  is  fattening  the  Irons  to  his 

Legs. Do  but  examine  them,  Sir.  • Never 

was  better  Work, How  genteely  they  are  made  ?  — 

They  II jit  as  eafy  as  a  Glove,  and  the  nkeft  Man  in  Eng- 
land need  not  be  ajhamedto  wear  them. 

But  furely  the  Merchants  are  the  beft  Judges  them- 
felves,  in  Cafes  of  this  Nature.  It  is  downright  Popery 
in  Politicks,  to  call  Chains  and  Incumbrances  on  Trade 
Liberty  and  Encouragement.  The  People  of  Great  Bri- 
tain are  not  yet  blind  ;  and  it  happens  a  little  unlucky 
for  the  Projector,  that  all  of  Them,  who  are  not  vifibly 
fvvay'd  by  Intereft,  are  united  in  their  Opinion  of  tbis 
Scheme,  and  their  Oppofition  to  it. 

With  Regard  to  the  Merchant-Importers,  if  it  could 
be  fb  managed,  that  the  Burthen  fhould  not  fall  direclly 
upon  Them  ;  would  not  the  Oppreffion  of  the  Retailers 
ultimately  afte<5r.  the  Merchants  ?  Can  They  fell  their 
Goods  without  giving  Credit  to  the  Retailers;  and  if 
the  Retailers  are  put  to  extraordinary  Hardfhips  and 
Expences  does  not  This  tend  to  impoverifh  Them,  and 
confequently  render  Them  unable  to  pay  the  Merchant? 
Let  us   now  take  a  fhort  View  of  the  Scheme  of 
Excifes,    as  the  modeit  Author  of  the  genuine  Thoughts 
hath  ftated  it,    with  Regard  to  the  pub  lick  Revenue. 
He  tells  us,    Page  27,    that  the  Lofs  in  the  Duties  on 
Wine  and  Tobacco  does  not  fall  far  Jbort  of  \^d.  in 
the  Pound  upon  Land  ;  and  that  all  the  Frauds  upon  tbefe 
Articles  will  be  prevented,   ~if  the   Retailer  pays   the 
Duty;   meaning  by  an  Excife.     If  this  ill -grounded 
Fidiion  {for  fo  it  is)   were  really  true,  near  5 00,000 /. 
per  Ann.  would  be  advanced  by  an  Excife  on  Wine  and 
Tobacco  -,    but  a  great  Part  of  the  Duties  on  tbefe  Com- 
modities being   appropriated  to   the  Ufe  of  the  Crown, 
the  Revenue  of  the  Civil-Lift  would  be  confiderably 
tncreafed  byfucb  an  Alteration,  and  the  Publick  would 
have  only  &  Part  of  this  Advance.     The  Infinuation 

therefore 
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therefore  that  an  Excife  would  produce  an  Equivalent 
to  i  id.  in  tbe  Pound  on  Land  is  a  fallacious  Argument ; 
and  I  am  pcrfuaded  that  the  Author  had  no  Direction 
to  fay,  nor  indeed  does  He  fay,  that  the  tvbo/e  Advance 
of  tbe  Duty  by  an  Excife,    fhould  it  be  really  advanced, 
will  accrue  to  the  Publick.    Now  if  the  Crown  fliould 
gain  a  large  Advance  to  its  Revenue,  by  the  Execution 
of  this  Scheme,   as  well  as  an  Addition  of  Power,  by 
an  iKcreafe  of  Officers  ;    might  it  not  prove  dangerous 
to  our  Conftitution? — The  Safety  of  Europe  is  preferred 
only  by    a  due  Ba'llar.ce  (f  Power.    The  Safety  of  all 
free  Governments  is  founded  on  the  fame  Equilibrium  f 
by  which  only  it  can  be  preferred  ;  and  if  the  Power 
ef  the  Crown,    in  this  Nation,    mould  ever  out- weigh 
the  Power  of  tee  People ;  will  not  a  bad  Prince  be  able, 
at  Pleafure,   to  invade  and  deftroy  the  Rights  of  the 
People?  —  Is  not  the  Pjtivfr  of  tbe  Crown  as  great,  or 
greater,  at  this  Time,    than  it  hath  been  for  fome  Ages 
pait  ?  —  Is  not  tilt  Civil-Lift  Revenue  vaftiy  larger  row 
than  it  was  in  former  Reigns r- — Nay,    even  in  the 
very  Ca:e,    now   under   Debate,    let  it    be  confider'd 
whether  the  People   o£  Great  Britain  have  too  much 
Power.     They  have   concurr'd,  almoft  univcriaHy,  iu 
their  Declarations  againft  th:s  Prcjeft,  without  any  Re- 
gard to  Party-Diftinffiws,    or  Differences  in  Religion. 
They  have  requeued  their  $LlpreJentativest    in  the  moil 
earneft  Manner,    to  oppofe  it ;  V.d  no  Itulance  cen  be 
produced  from  our  Kiitory,  in  which  the  People  were 
more  vigoroufiy   united,    without  coming  to  Violence, 
than  on  this  Occafion.  Yet  notwithilanding  this  general 
Abhorrence  of  the  People,   ro  fully  manifeilcd,   ag:iinft 
any  farther  Excife,  the  Scheme  is  It  ill  purfucd,  and  the 
Pr<,j<5cr  ha;h  declared    his  Re.roli-tion  to  make  an  At- 
tempt on  their  r.  /,    10  put  Them  under 

this  Yoke. D.  '.    the   united 

St:ength  of  the  :.          .  Idcrahle'  in 

hi-;  Eyes;    nay,  ever.  ...  t   to  have  fuiiicicnt 

Ir.fluence   cu    their   t-xn   RepriJifJitatiz'lh  to  op- 
Vol.  X.  P 
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Defign,  which  they  dread  r?s  a  Peftilcnce  ?  And  if  a 
Majority  of  Them  mould  he  induced  to  eflablifh  if, 
in  direft  Oppofition  to  Thofe,  \\  horn  They  reprefenr, 
and  from  whom  only  They  derive  their  Power ;  will 
it  not  amount  to  a  melancholy  Demonstration  that  the 
People  o^  Great  Britain  do  not  abound  with  too  much 
Power,  even  at  this  Time  ;  or  rather  that  the  Ballance 
of  Power  is  already  too  much  agninft  Them  ?  —  Will 
not  every  Addition  to  the  Rez'er.xe  of  the  Crown  give 

an  Addition  to  the  Power  oftbs  Crown? Will  not 

every  Addition  of  Taxes,  paid  by  the  People  to  the 
Crown,  diminifli  pro  tnnto  the  Riches  of  the  People, 
and  the  Power  of  the  People? Will  not  every  new- 
Levy  and  Jncrea-e  tf  Officers  add  likewife  to  the  Power 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  Influer.ee  of  the  CrczcK,  over  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  even  in  the  Election  of 

tbofe  Reprefentatives  ? So  that  which  Way  foever 

an  Excife  be  confider'd,  it  will  be  found  pernicious  to 
the  People,  and  dangerous  to  our  Conftitt/tion. 

The  loyal  Author  of  tbe  gem/his  Ibatgbtf  teems  very 
angry  that  We  fhould  take  the  Liberty  to  mention  the 
Crown,  in  !b  invidious  a  Manner ;  and  tells  us  that,  in 
a  Ret'cliitienGcven.ncnt,  the  Crown  fignifies  no  more 
than  tbe  Co'nilitution,  or  tbc  executive  Power  of  tbe 
Laws.  This  I  readily  admit ;  but  how  it  can  ferve 
his  Purpofe,  1  am  at  a  Lo's  to  guef« ;  for  the  Revolu- 
tion was  certainly  founded  on  the  Principles  of  Liberty, 
and  nuh  a  Deiign  of  abridging  the  Power  of  the 
Crwi,  not  of  incrcafing  it ;  whereas  it  cm  be  proved 
that  the  Crcwn  is  already  pofTeir.  of  more  Power  than 
it  cnjoy'd  under  any  of  the  Stuart;,  ami  that  the 
PiojecVof  extending  tbe  Excife  Lotos  hath  a  direft 
Tendency  to  mn!:c  it  :ib!b!i::e. 

Since  therefore  it  mv.ft  be  allow'd  by  all  the  Mroc.ites 
for  this  Scheme,  that  there  is  no  immcdhte  NcccHry 
for  it  ;  both  \hePubtick  and  the  Crx:m  having  as  much 
Revenue,  at. present,  as  a  Ti;r.c  of  Peace  can  be  rc:i- 
thought  to  K.-CJUUX:  ;  lincc  it  is  found  by  tx- 

pc,  i.j-.cc 
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Perience  thit  the  Method  of  collecting  Duties  on  foreign 
Goods  by  ExciJ'e  hath  been  extremely  grievous  to  the 
People,  and,  by  impoverishing  Them,  tends  to  make 
Them  burthenibme  on  the  landed  Intereft,  for  their  nc- 
cefiary  Support ;  fuice  this  Method  hath  proved  in- 
effectual to  prevent  Frauds  and  Smuggling  in  feveral 
Commodities,  already  excifedi  and,  if  it  fhould  have  the 
propofed  Effect,  may  deitroy  that  Ballance  of  Power, 
which  is  necefiary  to  fupport  the  Conftitution  ;  fince  ic 
gives  the  Officers  an  exorbitant  Power  of  depriving  any 
Subject,  at  Pleafure,  of  his  lawful  Trade,  by  arbitrary 
Fines,  and  thereby  influences  the  People  in  their  Votes 
for  proper  Perfons  to  reprefent  Them  in  Parliament ; 
fince  the  Exflfes,  lately  impofed,  have  already  kindled 
great  Heats  and  Animofities  in  a  vail  Number  oi  his 
Majefiy's  Subjeft.*,  and  the  farther  Estenfion  of  them 
will  in  Proportion  fpread  tho.'e  Animofities  to  many 
more  ;  fiace  the  beii  Security  of  his  Majeily  reiides  in 
the  Hearts  and  Affections  of  his  People,  who  have  de- 
clared the  mort  dreadful  App/ehenfions  from  any 
farther  Ex  rife;  and  fince  nothing  L>  more  dangerous 
than  to  low  the  Seeds  of  Difcontent,  which  are  apt  to 
grow  fail  enough  of  thsir  own  Accord  ;  it  is  hoped, 
for  all  thefe  Rcafons,  tlut  any  Scheme,  or  Propofal  of 
this  Nature,  will  be  rejected  to  the  Joy  and  Satisfaction 
•of  the  whole  Kingdom. 

/  am,  SIR,  &c. 
D.  R. 

PHILELEUTHERUS  BRITANNICUS. 


To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efj-, 
SIR, 

r  I  ^  HAT  you  may  leave  nothing  untouch'd,  which 

JL     concerns   the  Subject  of  Excifes,    I  mail  take 

Notice  of  fome  new  Things,    that  are  flarted  every 

P  2  Day, 
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Day,  by  the  Creatures  of  Power.  How  can  any  Body, 
fay  They,  be  fo  unreafonable  as  to  oppofe  a  Scheme,  the 
Intention  of  which  is  to  lay  the  Duties,  already  enafted, 
eqtully  upon  all  the  Coniumer?  ?  For  InSknce,  in  the 
two  Commodities,  Wine  and  Tub.icco,  the  firft  Fruits  of 
the  general  Scheme,  it  is  evident  that  they  are  not 
railed  over  the  Ifland  in  Proportion  to  their  Confump- 
tion  ;  for  of  near  700,0007.  the  Produce  of  the  Duties 
upon  Wine  and  Tobacco,  SCOTLAND  pays  hardly  4000 /. 
upon  their  Tub.icco  ;  and  though  there  is  more  'French 
Wins,  perhaps,  imported  into  Scotland  than  into  Eng- 
land, .the  Amount  of  Tint  is  but  a  very  inconfiderable 
Sum ;  whereas  their  ConfumptSon  ofWfat  and  Toi\icca 
is  at  lea  ft  a  fcventh  Part  of  That  of  the  whole  Iflmd. 
They  tell  us,  that  we  have  been  always  complaining 
that  the  Revenue  of  Scotland  brings  in  little  or  nothing 
to  the  Publick,  and  at  the  fame  Time  f.nd  Fault  \\i:h 
a  Scheme,  which  will  certainly  improve  it  j  for  if  the 
Duty  upon  Wine  and  Tobacco  mould  bring  in,  by  a 
rigcrous  Exaftion  of  the  Tax,  one  Million,  Scotland  mub 
p.iy  above  140,0007.  yearly  towards  it.  I  freely  own 
that  I  have  no  other  Anlwcr  to  make  to  this  Argument 
at  prefcnr,  than  that  the  Scots  Gentry  and  Nobility, 
with  whom  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  acquainted,  have 
•a  flu  red  Me  that  their  Country  cannot  bear  fuch  an 
additional  Burthen ;  that  it  is  impofiible  to  wean  the 
better  Sor:  of  People  from  the  Lie  of  Wine,  and  the 
People  in  general  from  the  Ufe  of  Tobacco,  till  by  the 
Scarcity  of  Specie  They  have  not  a  Penny,  left  to  pay 
for  either  ;  and  that  They  have  had  fuflicicnt  Proof  of 
This  from  the  Manners -of  their  People.  It  would  be 
very  impertinent  in  Me  -to  judge  of  the  State  of  Scot- 
land better  than  their  own  People  and  Members ;  and 
I  (hall  begin  to  fufpeft  my  Information,  if  They  iliould 
both  acGUiefce  under  this  Impofition,  and  can  eaiily  pay 
a  yearly  Sum  of  140,0007.  without  hurting  their 
Co'untry.  lean  only  fay  in  general  of Exfifcs  upon 
Commodities,  which  by  Neceffity  or  Habit  are  of 

univcrfal 
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finiverfal  Confumption,  that, by  a  rigorous  Exadion 
they  muft  be  very  unequal  in  Countries,  where  there  is 
a  lefs  Plenty,  and  a  much  finaller  Circulation  of  Specie ; 
and  if  they  are  upon  Home-Commodities,  the  Rate  of 
them  muft  change,  according  to  the  local  Price  of  die 
Commodities  excifed.  To  lay  equal  Shares  of  a  Burthen 
upon  Creatures  of  unequal  Strength  is  bad  Mechanicks  ; 
and  yet  This  muft  be  the  Confequence  offucb  a  Scheme  ; 
for  the  Scots  cannot  have  any  Pretence  from  the  Articles 
if  the  Union  to  defire  arty  Exemption  from  a  general 
Tax,  laid  for  the  Supply  of  the  Government.  I  will  fay 
no  more  ;  for  the  Exeife,  at  prefent,  is  like  the  Italian 
Game  of  Cinque.  The  great  Man  hath  his  right  Hand 
under  his  left  Arm.  He  may  bring  out  one,  two,  three, 
four  Fingers,  his  Palm  quite  open,  or  quite  fhut,  as  he 
pleafeth. 

C.  lam,  SIR,   fc>V. 


N°  349.  SATURDAY,  March  10,  1732-3. 


HEN  a  Debate  arifes  concerning  any- 
great  Point  of  Government,  which  hath 
ever  been  controverted  before,  it  is  na- 
tural for  the  contending  Parties  on  both 
Sides  to  llrengthen  their  refpeftive  Argu- 
ments with  the  Authorities  of  Thofe, 
who  preceded  Them,  and  exhauft  all  the  Learning  They 
can  find  extant  on  the  fame  Subject.  But  in  our  late 
Dilpates  about  Excifes,  the  concurrent  Testimonies  of 
all  the  bell  Writers  in  this  Kingdom,  ever  fiace  that 
Word  was  firft  naturalized  amongft  us,  appear  on  one 
Side,  and  the  m\nifteria}  Writers  have  been  very  much 
P  3  puzzled 
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puzzled  to  find  any  Authorities  in  their  Favour.  They 
jKave  been  forced  to  fpin  their  main  Arguments  out  of 
their  own  Brains   and  oppofe  thofe    Cobwebs  to  the 
ftroig  Texture  of  Lceke,  Hampdcn,  and  other  mafterly 
Writers.     It  hath  often  moved  my  Coropafiion  to  Ice 
Them   in  *ich  Diilref?,  and  even  inclined  Me  to  give 
Them  an  helping  Hand.    For  this  Purpofe,  I  have  long 
had  an  Intention  of  pointing  out  a  little  Piece  in  the. 
State  Trafts,   which    I  thought  might  be  of  Service  to 
Them  ;  but  having  been  hitherto  prevented  in  the  Exe- 
cution of  fo  generous  a  Dcfign,  I  find  myielf,  in  ibme 
Meafure,   anticipated    by   the   Author  of  the  genuine 
Thoughts,  who  hath  enrich'd  his  Performance  with  fe- 
veral    Quotatfons  from   that   Treatife,    concerning  the 
Method  of  Taxation  in  Holland  vaA  Venue.     I  wonder, 
indeed,  that  He  fhould  conceal  the  Title,    (  TAXES   NO 
CHARGE  )  which  would  of  itfelf  do  Credit  to  his  Party, 
and  ought  to  be  inferted  in  their  Code  of  -political  Par ~a- 
floxes.     It  founds  very  much  like  the  Exprefiion  of  the 
mad  Taylor  in   the  Play ;  fnip  goe  the  Sheers,  and  the 
C'oth  ii  never  the  Jhorter.     Excifes  are  a  Sort  ofpolitital 
Sheers,  which  cut  off  fbmething  from  every  Man's  Pro- 
perty, and  yet  nobody,  according  to  thcfe  Writer:,  is  a 
Sufferer  *by  them. 

This  courtly  Piece  was  publifh'J  foon  after  the  Re- 
volution, and  written  with  a  Delign  of  reconciling  the 
People  to  thofe  Methods  of  Taxation,  which  were 
thought  neceflary  at  that  Time.  In  order  to  Thi-,  the 
Author  propo!es  to  fhew  the  Nature,  Ufe  and  Benefit  of 
TAXES  ///  this  Kingdom,  and  com  fare  them  with  the  Im- 
pofitioKS  of  foreign  States}  tidier  zvith  their  Improvement 
*f  TRADE,  in  Time  of  War. 

He  -begins  with  obfcrving  that  Tribute,  or  as  We 
r.oio  call  it*  Ct  Horns,  Taxes,  fffr.  'were  origin  ally  a 
Mark  of  Servitude!  being  the  Impoiitions  of  Conquerors 
on  the  Cc';q:i:,*<i;  and  that  the  Roma>:s  were  the  firft 
People  on  Kccord,  who  conv. -.t:d  the'e  barbarous  Ex- 
adtions  into  regular  and  e^ual  Taxes  for  the  Support  of 

civil 
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civil  Government.  This,  fays  He,  enabled  Them  to 
pay  their  Army  and  Minifters  of  State  Jo  well,  that 
They  lay  not  under  the  Temptation  of  Violence,  or  Bribery. 
So  far  I  agtec  with  Him  ;  and  believe  no  Man  will 
grumble  at  any  Taxes,  which  are  neceflary  to  keep  the 
People  from  the  Ravage  of  SOLD  i  E  RS,  or  the  worfe  Ex- 
aftions  and  Corruptions  of  CIVIL  MAGISTRATES.  But 
the  Misfortune  is,  as  He  allows  himfelf,  that  the  Romans 
fton  became  Artifts  in  taxing  the  People  ;-  and  I  wifh  their 
Example  had  never  bee%  copied  by  fome  other  Nations, 
in  the  more  civilized  Ages  of  the  World ! 

The  Practice  of  Holland  and  Venue,  with  Regard  to 
Taxes,  hath  been  fufficiently  explain'd  in  pur  lail  Paper ; 
but  there  is  one  Remark  on  the  latter,  in  the  Tradl  now 
before  Me,  which  deferves  a  little  Notice.  We  are  told 
that  the  Venetians,  bsfides  great  Cuftoms  upon  all  Mer- 
(handize,pay  Excifefor  every  Bit  of  Bread  and  Meat ;  tiny 
for  tbe'very'S&i>T  They  eat.  This  Pafiage  is  quoted  by  the 
Author  of  the  genuine  Thoughts;  but  tor  what  Purpoie, 
I  confefs  myfclf  at  a  Lofs  to  guefs.  A  Tax  upon  Salt, 
one  of  the  molt  neceffary  Provisions  of  Life,  is  here 
jnention'd  as  the  fevereft  Impofition,  that  can  be  laid  on 
any  Nation  ;  and  in  order  to  ihew  how  happy  the  People 
cf  England  were,  at  that  Time,  in  not  having  way  fucb 
Tax.  But,/  for  God  fake,  is  That  our  Cafe  at  prefent  ? 
Do  We  not  ray  a  Duty  for  every  Grain  ofSa/t,  that 
We  ufe,  ten  Times  above  the  original  Value  ;  and  can 
any  Man  of  common  Sen fe  think  this  Circumftance  of 
a  tyrannical  Arijlbcracj  ( for  fo  it  is )  a  good  Argument 
in  "Behalf  of  the  late  Revival  of  the  Salt  Duty,  or  the 
prefent  Scheme  for  extending  Excifes  in  this  Kingdom  ? 
It  is  notorious  that  tint  particular  Kind  of  Tax  was  al- 
ways efteem'd  a  grievous  Impo.'ition,  and  hath  occa- 
fion'd  terrible  Convulfions  in  Several  Nations.  It  was 
firft  received  in  France  with  great  Reludtancy.  In  Na- 
ples it  work'd  up  a  i!e:pcrate  Int-urreftion  ;  and  the  firft 
Man,  who  introduced  it  amongft  the  antient  Romans,  is 
deiiver'd  down  to  Poiierity  under  the  Name  of  Sali- 

n at  or  i 


176        The  CRAFTSMAN.    N° 

nator  ;  or  what  may  be  call'd  in  Engl>jb>  the  Picklcr  »f 
the  People. 

I  fhall  now  cite  fome  other  PafTages  from  this  Trea- 
tife,  which  our  prefent  minifterial  Writers  have  thought 
proper  to  omit. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  Taxes  in  France,  He  diftinguifties 
between  them  and  our  EngUJb  Taxes  in  the  following 
Manner, 

"  Trance  makes  a  fair  Shew  to  the  People ;  and  yet 
"  makes  a  better  Market  for  (he  King.  He  impoics 
"  Duties,  under  the  Pretence  of  the  Parliament's  laying 
"  them  on  the  People  ;  but  at  the  fame  Time  it  is  only 
*'  the  Kings  Word,  that  makes  the  Ordinance  of  Par- 
"  Bament ;  not  as  here  in  England,  where  it  comes  laft 
"  to  the  King  for  the  royal  Affent ;  but  there  the  King 
'*  fends  the  Parliament  Word,  that  He  will  have  fo  much 
««  Money,  and  all  the  Favour  They  can  obtain  from  Him 
"  is,  to  place  it  on  Juch  Commodities,  or  Ways,  as 
"  They  think  moft  expedient. 

It  appears  from  hence  that  the  only  Advantage  We 
enjoy  above  our  Neighbours  in  France  confifts  in  the 
Difference  of  our  Parliaments ;  which  ought  to  make  us 
extremely  watchful  in  preferving  the  Independency  of 
tbofe  AJJ't  mbhes  ;  for  if  the  Crown  mould  ever  gain  liica 
an  Aicendency  as  to  controul  the  Ordinances  of  Par/ia- 
tner.t,  it  will  be  ridiculous  in  us  to  boaft  of  any  Prc- 
heminence.  Nay,  We  fee  that  even  the  Parliaments  of 
Trance  have  the  ravour  of  raifing  Money  for  the  King 
\yy  fucb  Ways  and  Means  as  They  think  moil  expedient 
for  the  Eafe"  of  the  People ;  and  That  is  all  We  contend 
for  at  prefent. 

He  purfues  this  Diain&ion  dill  .farther,  and  explains 
it  by  the  following  Particulars,  which  defcrve  the  At- 
tention of  the  Publick  at  this  Time. 

"  The  Difference,  indeed,  is  great  in  the  MoJui  of 
"  our  Taxes  from  other  Kingdom.*,  and  alfo  in  the  Uj'e 
"  of  them.  For  the  Modus  hi  other  Kingdoms,  They 
««  generally  confider  only  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  that 

"  Im petitions 


M°  349.    The  CRAFTSMAN.        177 

"  Impofitions  may  not  touch,  or  afieft  Them ;  and 
"  care  not  how  infupporfable,  or  grievous,  they  are  to 
«'  the  Commonalty.  But  with  u%  the  Taxes  reach  every 
«'  Man,  in  Proportion  to  his  Quality  and  Expcr.cc. 

"  In  other  Kingdoms,  They  place  Taxes  only  to  ra  'te 
"  Money,  and  have  no  Regard  to  the  Trade  of  their 
11  Kingdom,  that  fo  their  Taxes  may  not  prejudice  their 
"  Commerce.  But  in  England  Care  is  always  had,  that 
"  Impofitions  may  not  impede  our  'Trade  and  Mjwr* 
*'  factories. 

"  Now  as  to  the  IJte  W  Employment  of  Taxes  in 
"  C/.&T  Kingdoms,  they  alfo  difFer  much  from  «//7. 

«'  In  ibir.e  Kingdoms,  they  arc  impofed  to  en/lave 
"  the  People,  and  keep  Them  poor,  as  in  Mufcovy.  In 
"  other  Parts,  Taxes  are  laid  to  enrich  the  Nobility,  as 
"  in  Poland.  In  others,  to  fill  the  Coffeis  of  the  Print: f* 
"  as  in  Florence. 

«'  Whereas  none  of  thefe  Ufes  take  up  our  Taxes', 
"  They  are  with  great  Care  and  Caution  laid  out,  and 
«'  by  the  fame  Law,  that  raifes  them,  appropriated  for 
"  a  paiticular  Service,  and  laftno  longer  upon  the  Peo- 
"  pie  than  the  Neceffity  of  the  Nation  requires. 

What  a  Blcffing  is  it  to  this  Kingdom,  that  We  are 
fo  happily  diiHnguifh'd  from  other  Nations  in  all  thefe 
Particulars,  relating  to  the  Impofition,  Modus,  and  Uje  of 
Taxes?  But  before  I  congratulate  my  Country  upon 
this  glorious  Condition,  let  us  follow  otir  Author  a  little 
farther  ;  for  He  now  comes  to  the  main  Defign  of  his 
Dilcowrfe  ;  which  is  to  (hew  that  Taxes  are  no  Charge. 

In  the  firft  Place,  He  tells  us  that  the  worlt  Mem- 
bers of  the  Commonwealth,  viz.  the  extravagant  and 
debauch'd,  /«v  the  great  eft  Part  of  our  Taxes  ;  and  fo 
far  as  This  is  true,  I  have  no  Objection  to  the  Argu- 
ment ;  but  He  feems  to  carry  it  a  little  too  far  in  the 
following  Paflage,  which  I  recommend  to  the  Confide- 
•ration  of  Thofe,  who  contend  for  Excifes,  on  Account 
of  their  Equality,  and  have  been  pleafed  to  cavil  at  an 
Obfervation,  that  Taxes,  which  are  in  Reality  the  molt 

burthenfome 
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bjrthenfome  to  the  People,  may  become  almoft  imper- 
ceptible, l>y  being  drawn  from  Them  in  f mall  Quantities. 

"  It  will  hardly  gain  Bel;ef,  /ays  this  Writer,  that 
"  there  are  many  of  the  meaner  People,  Labourers  and- 
"  Mechanicks,  who  by  their  Ex  pence,  when  They  are 
".  (as  too  many  be)  extravagant,  pay  to  the  publick 
"  Taxes  above  one  Tenth  of  their  daily  Prcft ;  a-,  fup- 
"  poling  that  a  labouring  Man  may  eam^ft&Mft  Pounds  a 
"  .Tear,  He  will  expend,  though  not  very  extraordi- 
"  narily  profufe,  one  half  of  it  in  Drink  and  'Tobacco  ; 
"  upon  which  the  Duty  of  Cujloms  and  Exti/e  is,  at 
"'  leaft,  two  Pounds  of  the  eight,  which  He  Jays  out  in 
"  idle  Expencei.  Nov.*,  it  would  be  vehemently  de- 
"  cry'd  and  excIaimM  againft,  as  \hs.  great  eft  Opprcf- 
"  Jion  upon  the  Poor  imaginable,  if  by  a  Poll  or  Land- 
"  Tax  this  Man,  I  hat  virtually  pays  fortySbilhng!, 
"  fhould  actually-  and  above-board  pay/a  many  Pence 
5'  by  the  Year. 

He  likevvife  obferves,  ««  that  fuch  a  poor  Man,  by 
"  his  little  Luxury  of  Beer  and  Tobacco,  pays  ten  Times 
"  as  much  in  the  Year,  in  Proportion  to  his  Income, 
"  as  the  greateft  Peer. 

He  then  endeavours  to  prove  from  the  Circulation  of 
faxes,  that  they  are  of  great  Ufe  in  the  Improvement  of 
Trade,  and  the  Employment  of  the  Poor  ;  whereas  if  it 
fhould  ever  happen  that  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Money, 
raifed  upon  the  People,  fliould  center  in  a  few  Hands, 
and  be  lock'd  up  in  private  Coffers,  it  is  demonftrable 
that  Taxes  muft  have  the  contrary  Effed,  and  deftroy 
the  Trade  of  the  Nation. 

But  as  This  is  the  moft  curious  Part  of  the  whofe.Ti'ca- 
tife,  I  am  fure  my  Readers  will  be  pleafed  with  fome 
farther  Extracts  from  it. 

Having  condemned  all  Taxes,  which  tend  to  debauch, 
effeminate  and  impoverifh  a  Nation,  by  leffening  its 
publick  Stock,  or  carrying  away  its  People,  He  pro- 
ceeds thus. 

"  Now 
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"  Now  in  both  Thefe  the  TRADE  OF  TAXES  (for 
fo,  fays  He,  I  will  call  it  for  the  future)  hath  the 
Advantage ;  for  it  carries  nothing  out  of  the  King- 
dom,  nor  yet  takes  off  Hands,  that  would  be  better 
employ  \i;  but,  on  the  contrary,  takes  away  the  Dif- 
eafe  of  the  Country,  Idlers,  and  makes  Them  at  leaft 
fo  profitable  as  iofpend  Money,  which  They  would 
not  be  able  to  do,  if  \b&publick  Revenue  were  not 
their  Stock. 

The  Trade  of  Taxes  is  certainly  a  very  proper  Ex- 
preflicxn  ;  and  it  mull  be  allow'd  chat  it  hath  lately  been 
the  tat&jhitrij&ng  Trade  of  any  in  the  Kingdom  ;  for 
if  the  Reaaer  will  only  look  into  the  INDEX  of  Kcebk^ 
Statutes,  He  will  rind  no  lefs  than  Ten  or  a  Dozen  large 
Columns  in  -Eolio,  filFd  up  with  the  iingle  Article  of 
TAXES  ;  and  when  thofe  Collections  are  continued 
down  to  the  prefent  Time,  We  mall  have  Reafon  to 
admire  the  prodigious  Abilities  of  feme  Gentlemen,  in  ex- 
tending and  improving  this  Branch  of  our  Commerce. 

"  The  Poor,  continues  He,  are  employed  by  Taxes, 
"  and  are  by  that  Means  taken  off  from  being  a  Charge 
tf  to  the  Kingdom.  ALwy  Men  of  broken  Fortunes  are 
"  brought  into  the  HOSPITAL  OF  THE  REVENUE, 
"  which  maybe  fo  accounted,  fmce  it  is  generally  fill'd 
"  with  Perfons,  that  are  reduced  to  fuch  Neceffuies  as 
«*  qpWify  Them  for  Charity. 

What  a  noble  Hofpital  is  This  grown,  and  how  amp- 
ly hath  it  been  cndow'd  within  a  few  Years  palt  ?  I  daie 
fay,  it  contains  at  prefent  above. three  Times  as  many 

Pei:jloners  as  Chelfea  and  Greenwich  put  together.  • • 

He  goes  on ; 

"This  is  one  Way,  that  Taxes  employ  the  Poor ; 
"  but  not  the  main  Thing  I  mean  ;  which  is,  that  the 
"  Trade  of  Taxes  employs  the  poor  Artlzar.s  and  Me- 
««  cbanu-ks,  and  That  in  a  greater  Mcafure  than  our 
"  VIRGINIA  and  PLANTATION  TRADE,  which  We 
"  v/ith  fo  littk  llcaibn  fo  much  boaft  of  in  the:e  King- 
"  doms. 
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Methinks,  it  is  very  furprizing  that  none  of  the  Ad- 
vocates for  Excifes  have  yet  infilled  on  thefe  Argument, 
which  are  Ib  agrejjable  to  the  Spirit  of  their  own  Wri- 
tings, and  fo  excellently  calculated  to  promote  their 
Scheme.  How  glorioufly  might  They  have  expatiated 
on  the  Advantages  of  a  general  Excije,  by  enlarging 
the  Hofpital  of  the  Revenue,  and  making  a  Parcel  of 
idle  Fellctvs  u'feful  to  the  State,  by  enabling  Them  to 
jper.d Money,  tot t bout  any  Stock  of  their  own?  They 
might  likewife  have  taken  an  Occafion  from  hence  of 
removing  thofe  popular  Prejudices,  in  Favour  of  our 
Virginia  and  Plantation-Trade,  which  have  pofleis'd  a 
great  many  filly  People,  and  recommending  the  Trade 
of  Taxes  in  the  Room  of  it,  as  the  only  beneficial  and 
defireable  Commerce  in  this  Kingdom.  But,  per- 
haps. They  may  think  their  Scheme  fo  fully  juftify'd 
already,  and  in  fo  hopeful  a  Way  of  Succefs,  that  it 
does  not  ftand  in  Need  of  any  farther  Support. 

Several  other  curious  Obfervations  might  be  drawn 
from  the  Tract  now  before  Me  ;  but  at  prefent  I  mall 
conclude  with  one  more  Paflage  from  it,  which  fcerr.s 
a  little  inconfiftent  with  lome  of  Thofe  already  cited, 
and  contains  loo  juft  a  Remark  on  the  prefent  Times, 
however  applicable  it  might  be  to  Thofe,  in  which  it 
was  written. 

"  That,  which  I  fear,  is  a  Diftra&ion  of  our 
ft  Trade?,  Manufactories  and  Indudry  of  the  Nation. 
*•  The  Tumofcr  of  the  Times  looks  more  like  the 
"  Rifling  of  a  CAMP  than  Improvement  of  TRADE 
"  and  COMMERCE;  molt  Men  in  Court  and  City 
"  purfuing  Employments,  civil  or  military ;  which  I 
"  lake  to  be  an  ill  Omen.  P. 


SATURDAY, 
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At  the  Requeft  of  my  Correfpondents,  I  (hall  this 
Week  entertain  the  Publick  with  fome  Remarks  OH 
the  Writings  of  two  very  filly  Creatures ;  -the  ccca- 
fional  Financer  and  Tcague  Carus. 

<&   CALEB  D'AN-VERS,   Efp 

Mr.  D'A  N  v  E  R  s, 

S  the  occafional  Financer  hath  thought 
fit  to  write  what  He  calls  an  Anfwer  to 
my  Addrels  to  the  Landholders,  I  fhall 
juft  make  a  few  Remarks  on  his  Paper 
for  the  Satisfaction  of  all  impartial 
Readers. 

Firft,  I  mull  appeal  to  the  Ears  and  Eyes  of  Man- 
kind, who  it  was  that  firft  revived  the  invidious  Di- 
ilindlion  of  the  landed  and  trading  Intereft,  which  I 
fhall  be  glad  to  hear  of  no  more;  for  I  agree  with 
Him  that  our  prefent  Enquiry  ought  to  be  what  is 
for  the  Intereit  of  the  whole  ;  and  I  thought  it  obvious 
to  every  Body,  that  I  did  not  objeft  to  this  Projeft  ibr 
excifing  Wine  and  Tobacco,  as  an  additional  Tax  upon 
Trade,  but  to  the  grievous  Method  of  collecting  it. 
What  Neceffity  there  is  for  increafing  the  publick  Re- 
venues, at  this  Time,  I  fhall  not  enquire  ;  but  muft 
obferve,  that  the  Traders  do  not  objeft  to  any  Taxes, 
which  are  not  collected  in  this  grievous  Manner  ;  nor, 
indeed,  are  They  more  irrterefted  than  the  Landholder', 
lince  all  Taxes  laid  on  Carnmodities  muft  be  paid  by 
the  Confumer. 

VOL.  X.  Q  The 
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The  Financer  then  infinuate?,  that  the  Number  of 
Puichafes,  made  fmce  the  Revolution,  is  owing  to  the 
large  Lard-Tax,  which  has  obliged  the  Landholder  t» 
fell,  and  to  the  Exemption  from  Taxes,  which  the 
\\s\c  enjoy 'd,  and  which  has  erabkd  Them  to 
buy.  Upon  theie  Topicics.  I  mult  again  appeal  to 
general  Experience,  whether  the  Purchafers  of  late 
Years  have  been  principally  People,  who  have  got  their 
Money  by  Trade,  or  fuch  as  have  railed  large  Fortunes 
by  the  publick  Funds ;  to  which  this  Method  of  laying 
Taxes,  and  borrowing  Sums  upon  the  Produce,  will 
give  a  laiger  Scope  ;  or  whether  the  Gentlemen,  who 
have  fold,  have  been  obliged  to  it  by  the  large  Land- 
Tax,  or  by  other  Caufes ;  principally  by  their  coming 
to  Town,  and  living  expensively,  in  Hopes  of  getting 
Places,  or  Pen/tons.  I  muft  obicrve  likewile,  that  this 
Reduction  of  one  Shilling  in  the  Pound  will  be  a  £:;iher 
Advantage  to  the  late  Pur  chafers,  who  have  included 
a  Land-Tax  of  two  Shillings  in  the  Pound  in  all  their 
Computations  ever  fmce  the  Revolution,  and  this  Excij'e 
&  farther  Grievance  to  thole  unfortunate  Gentlemen, 
who  have  been  obliged  to  fell  their  Ejlates,  and  en- 
gage in  fome  Branch  of  Trade, 

The  Ftnarcer  then  affects  not  to  underftand  thcfe 
Wova»;  that  this  Project  will  not  ar.facr  the  End, 
becaufe  fuch  Mixtures  may  be  fold  cheaper  than  neat 
Wine,  ci-cn  tl'.i^h  they  Jlould  pay  the  Duty ;  which  I 
believe  every  Louy  but  himfelf'  w«ll  undeiitand  thus  ; 
that  the  Wine-Brewers  will  ilill  have  a  Temptation  to 
brew,  notwith (landing  \\\z  Excife,  fuch  Liquors  as  will 
afford  Them  the  moft  Profit.  The  Letter  from  a  Mem- 
ber of  a  Parliament,  lately  pu'olifh'd,  amongil  a  great 
/.opofuions  of  equal  Truth,  iays,  that  I  allow 
the  'Advantage  to  the  Publick,  from  collecting  the 
prefcnt  Duties  on  V/ine  and  Tcbacco,  by  Way  of  Excij'e, 
ta  amount  to  3  or  400,0007.  whereas  I  did  not  pie- 
tend  to  guefs  at  the  Amount ;  but  only  propofed,  if  it 
aid  amount  to  as  much  as  the  Projectors  pretended, 

whether 
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whether  it  would  be  for  our  Intcreft,  even  upon  fuch  a 
Confidenno:-,  to  facrifice  the  Liberty  of  ib  hrge  a 
Number  of  oar  Fellow-Subjefb. 

I  muft  once  more  beg  the  landed  Gentlemen  ro  con- 
fider  the  Danger  to  their  own  Liberties  and  Eftates 
frori  this  farther  Extenfion  of  the  Laws  of  Excife. 

Confider,  Gentlemen,  how  large  a  Number  of  the 
Burgefles  and  Freeholders  of  this  Kingdom  are  already 
liable  to  be  awed  and  influenced  by  ihcComffji/fioners  of 
Excife  ;  who  do  not  as  yet  ufe  their  Power  to  the  ut- 
molt,  left  it  mould  prevent  the  Extenfion  of  it.  Con- 
fider that  everv  new  Article  of  Trade,  made  f.ibjefl  to 
the  Laws  of  Excifr,  is  one  Step  nearer  to  a.' general 
Excife,  which  the  Projeftor  as  yet  pretends  to  abhor ; 
and  "if  a  general  Excife  be  a  formidable  Evil,  every 
Step  towards  it  is  in  Proportion  formidable,  and  renders 
it  more  practicable. 

Confides  Gentlemen,  that  the  Majority  of  the  //?.v& 
ofCommoffs  are  fent  horn.  Boroughs ;  and  that  a  large 
Proportion  ofBurgc/fes  and  Freeholders  will  be  Dealers 
in  exeifeable  Commodities ;  whofe  Houfes  and  Shops 
will  confequently  be  open  to  Excife  Officers,  appointed 
by  the  Crown,  and  themfelves  liable  to  fevere  Penalties, 
on  Account  of  any  Blunders,  or  Omiffions  of  their  Ser- 
vants ;  tint,  upon  any  publick  Struggle,  fome  trfVough 
Hopes  of  Favour  or  Connivance,  fome  through  Fear  of 
Trouble,  and  fome  perhaps  from  Guilt,  may  be  induced 
to  facrifice  the  Liberty  and  Welfare  of  their  Country 
to  the  Care  of  their  private  Families. 

O.  /  a; n  your  fincere  Well-wijber,  S.  S. 

Some  Remarks  on  the  Courant  of  Wednefday,  March  7, 
by  the  Autbvr  of  the  Letter  in  the  Craftfman,  on 
Saturday,  March  3. 

TH  E  daily  Courant,  tAWednefday  March  j,  having 
made  lome  Oblervations  on  the  Craftfman  of 
Q^  2  Saturday, 
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March  3,  a  few  Words  mall  be  offer'd  in 
Reply,  to  it. 

In  the  fecond  Paragraph  of  this  Paper,  CA  RUS  fays  ; 
I  have  more  than  once  exprefs'd  my  Altenifhrnent 
at  the  creeling  this  new  Tribunal,  (meaning  the 
PEOPLE)  to  which  none  that  I  can  ever  meet  with 
in  Hiftory  ever  defired  to  refer  themfelves,  but 
when  their  Cafes  were  fo  bad  as  to  be  incapable  of 
Defence  before  proper  Judges. 
Thefe  are  his  very  Words  ;  yet  this  fame  Carus  in- 
titled  his  own  Paper  of  the  zd  of  February  laft,  "  A 
««  Review  of  the  Difpute  concerning  '  EXCISES  ;  ad- 
«*  drefs^d  to  the  PEOPLE  e/"Great  Britain;  and  began 
"  it  thus;  FRIENDS  and  COUNTRYMEN. 

But  becaufe  the  People  will  not  regard  the  Addrefs 
of  am  Author,  of  fuch  infane  Mind  and  Memory  as 
his  Papers  prove  him  to  be,  he  calls  Them  a  Mob,  arid 
lays  Reafonitigs  are  out  of  the  Way  of  the  Multitude. 

Now,  if  all  Caufes  are  bad,  which  are  referr'd  to 
the  Tribunal  of  the  People,  does  not  This  prove  that 
the  Caufe  of  the  Excife,  which  Carus  himfelf  has  re- 
ferr'd to  the  People,  muft  be  bad?  And  as  to  Reafon- 
ing,  if  That  be  out  of  the  Way  of  the  Multitude,  there 
never  was  a  Writer  better  adapted  to  'Them  than 
Carus  is. 

Carus  fays,  that  "  Declamations  will  not,  and  Faffs 
*'  and  clofe  Arguments,  founded  upon  FACTS,  are  alone 
•'  what  will  be  weighed  in  Debates  in  Parliament. 

In  This  We  agree  with  Carus  ;  and  Carus  does  not 
pretend  that  any  one  of  the  Faffs,  in  the  Craft/man  be- 
ibre-mention'd,  is  falfe  ;  but  finding  that  thefeFacls  will 
not  ferve  his  Purpofe,  he  coins  a  fcandalous  Pofition 
out  of  his  own  Brain,  alledging  that  the  "  Craftf- 
«  '  man  endeavours  to  jkew  the  Expediency  of  reducing 
"  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  within  as  narrow 
•'  Bounds  as  That  of  the  Duke  of  Venice. 

Indeed,  Mr.  Carus,  if  you  take  fuch  Libertie5  of 
jnifrepiefenting,  you  may  be  glad  to  be  taken  for  an 
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Irijbman,  a  Boeotian,  or  a  Vandal;  for  no  Country 
will  be  fond  of  owning  a  Wretch,  fo  regardlefs  of  Truth, 
and  prone  to  Blundering. 

The  Craftfman  never  mention'd,  in  any  of  his 
Papers,  the  Government  of  Holland,  or  Venice,  but  in 
Anhver  to  the  Advocates  for  Excifei ',  who,  alledging 
the  Examples  of  thofe  Commonwealths,  without  any 
Danger  to  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  it  became  necef- 
f iry  for  the  Craftfman  to  mew  the  Nature  of  tbofe 
Governments,  and  to  explain  the  Differences  of  Excifes 
there  from  thofe  in  our  <rtvn  Cvuntry. 

However,  the  Craftfman  was  fo  far  from  recommend- 
ing the  Governments  of  Holland,  or  Venice,  to  our 
Imitation,  that-he  exprefly  infills  upon  it,  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  ought  to  be  preferved  by  a 
B-dlance  of  Power  between  .the  King  and  the  Peop/e } 
and  all  the  Arguments  in  that  Paper  are  framed  for 
the  Vindication  and  Support  of  that  Ballance,  as  ab- 
folutely  necefTary  for  the  Confervatioh  of  the  Eriiijb 
Conftitutiin. 

Mr.  TY  Anvers  has  in  no  Paper  afTerted  that  the  Peo- 
ple oH- Holland,  or  Venice,  had  greater  Liberty  than  the 
People  of  England,  by  their  Conftitution.  In  the  -De- 
fence of  thefe  juft  Rights  and  Liberties,  Mr.  TfAnvers 
..  hath  contended  with  greA  Vigour.  The  People  have 
concurr'd-  with  him  in  it,  aad  I  hop^  will  continue 
to  do  it,  with  a  true  Britijb  Spirit,  by  all  lawful 
Methods.  r;"6*' 

Mr.  WAnvers  has  fhewn  that,  by  our  Conftitution, 
the  People  are  more  free  than  in  Holland,  or  Venice  ? 
as  both  thc.e  Commonwealths  are  deftitute  of  the  Privi- 
lege of  Juries,  which  is  the  greateft  Security  that  any 
People  can  have  againft  arbitrary  Power ;  but  has  ob- 
lerved  that  Juries  are  taken  away  by  the  Laws  of 
Excife,  and  ibme  other  Laws,  lately  eftablifli'd  amongft 
us. 

Carus  admits  that  the  Governments  of  Holland  and 

Venice  are  rightly  ftated  in  the  Craftfman  \   bat  He 

0^3  fays 
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fays,  that  Inconvenience  i  have  fern  f  times  attended  the  con- 
Julting  every  particular  Town  on  every  Matter,  that  Is 
debated  in  the  Provincial  Alfembly,  and  lays,  that  be 
can  allcdge  Inftances  of  it.  • 

But  fuppofeHe  fhould  be  able  to  do  This,  in  fome 
Inftances,  does  it  follow  that  becaufe,  in  fome  Refpeds, 
fuch  Consultations  may  be  inconvenient,  that  therefore 
they  can  be,  in  no  Refpecl,  necejfary  or  expedient  ?  Is 
it  good  arguing  to  infer  a  Univerfal  from  a  Particular  ? 
Does  it  follow,  that  bec:uire  it  may  fometimes  be  mif- 
chievous  to  Them,  by  Reaibn  of  Delay  or  other wire, 
to  confult  every  Town,  that  therefore  the  Towns,  which 
are  reprefentcd,  ought,  in  no  Reipedt,  to  be  confuhcd 
by  Tbofe,  whom  They  fend  to  rcprefent  Them  ?  Or,  to 
come  nearer  to  the  Point  in  Debate,  does  it  follow  that 
becaufe,  in  fome  Caie?,  the  DiOent  of  a  Jingle  Town 
may  be  mifchievous,  that  therefore  no  Regard  is  to  be 
had  to  the  unanimous  Inftruttions  of  all  the  feven  Pro- 
vinces, as  well  as  of  all  the  great  Cities  and  Towns  in 
thofe  States  ?  or  that  the  Deputies  ought  to  be  at  Liberty 
of  acting  contrary  to  fuch  united  Ir.ftruftions  ? 

Let  us  now  confider  the  Conftitution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.  Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  Reprcfentatives  of  a 

Jingle  Town  are  not  tyed  down  to  the  InftruSions,  or  Or- 
ders of  tb  at  ^articular  Town,  in  their  Votes  in  Parliament; 
\vill  it  follow  that  the  united  Senfe  of  all  the  Counties, 
Cities,  Boroughs  and  Towns  in  the  Kingdom,  which 
fend  Members  t&  Parliament,  fhould  be  rejected  as  of 
no  Weight,  or  Confideration  with  Thofe,  who  rcpre- 
£nt  them  ? 

Though  a  Reprefentative  is  chofen  by  fome  one 
County,  City  or  Town,  and  is  particularly  obliged  to 
confult  the  Intcreft  of  it ;  yet  it  muft  be  admitted  that 
he  is  a  Reprefentative  of  the  People  in  general ;  that  the 
Houje  of  Commons  are  the  Truftees  for  the  whole  King- 
dom, and  that  the  People  are  the  Principals,  .from 
whom  They  derive  their  Authority  ;  fo  that  although 
the  Intereft  of  a  particular  County,  City  or  Borough,  is 

not 
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not  to  be  preferr'd  to  the  common  Good  of  the  Kingdom 
in  general;  yet  ftill  it  muft  be  admitted  that  the 
common  Good  of  the  Kingdom  in  general  ;s  to  be  re- 
garded by  every  Reprefentative ;  and  tho'  the  Inftruc- 
tions  of  a  particular  County,  Cify,  or  Town,  ought  not 
to  prevail  againft  the  Inftrudtions  of  all  the  reft  of  the 
Kingdom,  or  againft  the  common  Good  of  the  Kingdom; 
yet  when  the  Nation  in  general  concurs  in  one  and 
the  fune  Thing,  as  They  have  done  againft  any 
farther  Extenfion  of  the  Excife  Laws,  this  Voice  of  the 
"whole  People,  who  are  reprefented,  this  Judgment  of 
the  whole  People,  by  whom  all  the  Hcufe  of  Commons 
are  defied,  from  whom  the  whole  HouJ'e  derives  its 
Authority,  may  and  ought  to  be  confider'd,  as  of  very 
great  Weight ;  and  undoubtedly  it  will  have  a  proper 
Influence  on  Them,  in  their  Refolutions  upon  this 
Head. 

Does  not  almoft  every  Speech  from  the  Throne  re- 
commend fuch  Meafures  to  be  taken,  as  may  be  moft 
confiftent  with  the  Eafe  of  the  People  ?  Dees  not  the 
Preamble  of  almoft  every  Aft  of  Parliament  declare  the 
Defign  of  the  new  Law  to  be  of  fbme  Benefit,  or  Con- 
venience to  the  People?  For  what  Purpofe  are  the 
People  reprefented  ;  for  what'  Purpofe  did  the  People 
formerly  pay  Wages  to  their  Members,  but  that  They 
might  have  Regard  to  the  People,  as  their  Deputies, 
and  aft  for  their  Benefit  ?  It  feems  to  be  plainly  in- 
tended by  our  Conftitution,  that  every  Member  fhould 
have  a  peculiar  and  fpecial  Regard  for  his  own  County, 
Cify  or  Borough,  as  far  as  it  is  confiftent  with  the 
common  Good  and  Benefit  of  the  whole  Kingdom.  In 
the  prefent  Aftair,  as  the  People  in  general  feem  unani- 
moufly  agreed  that  any  farther  Extenfion  of  the  Excife 
Laws  will  be  ruinous  to  Them  and  their  Families 
definitive  to  their  Trade,  their  Liberties,  and  even  to 
the  Conftitution  itfelf,  there  can  be  no  great  Doubt 
what  ought  to  be  done  by  Thofe,  who  reprefent  Them. 
But  we  infift  upon  it  that,  by  the  Conftitution  of  the 

Kingdom, 
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Kingdom,  the  Reprefextatives  of  the  People  ought  not 
to  be  under  the  leift  Influence  of"  the  Crown  ;  and  that 
if  any  Mini/I  er  fhould  ever  attempt  to  invade  the 
Free  Jam  of  Parliaments,  (which  God  forbid  .')  He 
ought  to  be  ftigmatiied  as  an  Enemy  to  his  Country, 
and  a  Sower  or  Difcord  between  the  King  and  his 
People.  D.  R. 

PHILELEUTHERUS  BRITANNICUS. 

P.  5.  At  a  Parliament  holdcn  9  Edward  III.  when 
a  Motion  was  made  for  a  Subfidy  to  be  granted  of  a 
new  Kind,  the  reft  of  the  Commons  anlwer'd,  that 
They  would  have  a  Conference  with  Thofe  of  their 
fever  a  1  Countries  and  Places,  who  had  put  Them  in 
Truft,  before  They  treated  of  any  fuch  Matter. 

Ret.  Par!.  9.    Ed.  III.  M.  5. 

So  that  our  Britijh  Conftitution  has,  in  this  Cafe, 
admitted  the  like  Method  as  in  Holland;  that  the  Re- 
prefentatives  would  not,  in  Cafe  of  a  new  Subfidy, 
agree  to  it,  without  the  Confent  of  the  People  They 
reprefented  ;  and  the  Practice  of  Parliaments  has  ufuslly 
been,  as  we  apprehend,  for  our  Reprefentative?,  in  all 
Matters  of  a  new  'Nature,  and  of  great  Confluence,  to 
confult  Thofe,  whom  They  reprefent,  upon  it,  as  well 
as  for  the  People  to  petition  againft  any  Bill,  which 
They  apprehend  dangerous  to  their  Property  or  Li- 
berty ;  elpecially  where  the  Conftitution  appears  to  be 
concern'd. 


Shortly  will  be  Publijb'd, 

Printed  on  a  fuperfne.    Mourning  Paper  ( Price  thir- 
tcen-pence  Half- penny.) 

A  Very  long,  curious  and  extraordinary  SERMON, 
J^^  preachd  on  WEDNESDAY  loft  at  a  NOTED 
CHAPPBIL  in  Weftminfter,  from  theft  Words  of 

St. 
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St.  Luke,  Chap.  zd.  Ver.  ift.  And  it  came  to  pafs, 
in  thofe  Days,  that  a  DECREE  went  out,  that  all  the 
World  fhould  be  TAXED.  With  fame  praclical  Obfer- 
vations  and  Ufes  Juited  to  the  prejent  Times.  By  RO- 
BERT VYNER,  D.  D.  and  RECTOR  of  tbe  faid 
Cbappel. 

Printed  for  HUMPHRY  FITZ-DRUG,  at  bis  Office 
in  the  OLD  JEWRY. 


N°35I.   SATURDAY,  March  24,  1731-3. 

1 H  E  Nature  of  Excijes  hath  been  very 
amply  difcufs'd  already  by  the  Writers 
on  both  Sides  ;  but  it  hath  open'd  fo  co- 
pious a  Field  of  Matter,  that  there  will 
always  be  fomething  left  to  glean  up  ; 
eipecially  after  fuch  foul  Workmen  as  the 

Advocates  for  tbisProjefl. 1  Jhall  therefore,  in  this 

Paper,  throw  together  fuch  mifcellaneous  Obfervations 
on  the  fame  Subjeft,  as  occur  to  Me  at  prelent,  with- 
out any  regular  Method,  or  Order. 

When  this  Controverfy  firfl  began,  our  Adverfaries 
charged  us  with  dreffing  up  an  imaginary  Phantom,  or 
Scarecrow,  to  frighten  the  People,  without  any  Grounds; 
and  the  great  Projector  himfelf  was  pleafed  to  give  out 
amongfl  his  Creatures,  that  when  it  was  Time  to  draw 
the  Curtain,  He  would  fhew  us  a  moil  beautiful  young 
Virgin,  fair  as  Venus  and  chafte  as  Diana,  whom  no 
Body  could  forbear  admiring ;  but  as  far  as  He  hath 
thought  fit  to  reveal  her  already,  She  appears  to  be  the 
fame  ugly,  deformed  Monfter,  that  She  was  reprefented 
at  firit ;  a  ravenous  Beaft  of  Prey,  like  the  Harpies  of 
old,  who  were  faid  to  live  partly  by  Land,  and  partly 
by  Water,  polluting  every  Thing  they  touch'd  with 
their  unhallow'd  Talons,  and  devouring  the  Victuals  of 

the 
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the  poor  Inhabitants,   that  happen'd  to  come  in  their 
Way. But  let  us  fpeak  without  an  Allegory. 

Upon  compaung  the  frefent  Scheme,  as  far  as  it  hath 
been  open'd  to  us,  with  the  Prcjefl,  which  We  have 
encounterM  for  feveral  Months  pail,  I  can  find  no  ma- 
terial Difference  between  them.  The  Laws  of  Excife 
are  to  be  extended  by  it ;  the  Officers  are  to  be  inverted 
with  the  arbitrary  Power  of  entering  Houfes;  and  vaft 
Numbers  of  the  moft  ufeful  Men  in  the  Kingdom  are 
to  be  abridged  of  their  Right  to  a  Trial  by  Juries,  juft 
as  We  apprehended  and  foretold. 

It  is  faid,  indeed,  that  Appeals  will  be  allow'd  to 
THREE  JUDGES,  inflead  of  the  COMMISSIONERS 
formerly  appointed  for  that  Purpofe.  This,  perhaps, 
may  be  one  fmall  Alteration  for  the  better ;  but  it  can- 
not furely  be  thought  to  come  under  any  Degree  of 
t  Companion  with  the  antient  Method  ofTryal,  efiablifh'd 
by  Magna  Charta,  and  confirm'd  by  a  Multitude  of 
fubiequent  Laws;  for  though  the  judges  now  hold 
their  Places  during  good  Behaviour,  and  are  not  fo  much 
under  the  Influence  of  the  Crown,  as  They  were  for- 
merly ;  yet,  confidering  the  Infirmities  of  human  Na- 
ture and  the  Temptations  of  Power,  I  believe  no  fenfi- 
ble  Man  in  England  would  be  glad  to  fee  his  Property 
made  abfolutcry  dependent  on  the  Virtue  of  tbofe  Gen- 
tlemen, in  all  Times  to  come. 

As  to  Frauds  iff  the  Revenue,  it  hath  been  demon- 
ftrated,  as  fir  as  fuch  a  Point  can  be  proved,  that  an 
Excife  will  not  prevent  them,  without  tome  miraculous 
Operation  on  the  Minds  of  the  Officers  ;  but  fuppofuig 
even  That  to  be  the  Cafe,  I  think  no  Improvement  of 
the  Revenue  whatfoever  (unlcfs  in  Times  of  the  cx- 
tremeft  Neceffity )  ought  to  be  put  in  Competition  wirh 
two  of  the  greateft  and  moil  fundamental  Privileges  of 
Englifhmen  ;  Try  a  Is  per  Pares,  and  the  Freedom  of  their 
own  Hot/fes, 

Great  Pains  have  been  taken  to  ridicule  and  explode 
our  Apprehenfions  of  a  general  Excife',  bccaufe  only 
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two  Commodities  are  propofed  to  be  put  under  thefe 
Laws  at  preient ;  bur,  confidering  that  moft  of  our  »#- 
five  Commodities  and  Mamtf azures  are  already  sxcijcd, 
as  \vell  as  feveral  imported  Gwis,  and  chat  Wine  and 
Tobacco  are  the  two  principal  Commodities  now  remain- 
ing under  the  antient  Laws  of  the Cuftom-hoiife  ;  what 
Scheme  can  have  a  more  immediate  Tendency  to  a  %e- 
r.cral Excife  than  the  preient?  Or  can  We  never  be 
laid  to  be  in  any  Danger  of  it,  till  it  is  intirely  corn- 
pleated  ? 

Of  the  fame  Nature  are  the  Reafonings  of  tbcfe  Gen- 
tlemen, concerning  the.  Increaje  cf  Officers,  propofed  to 
execute  this  Scheme.  They  tell  us  that  no  mo: e  than 
one  hundred  find  fifty,  or  thereabouts,  will  be  neceffary  ; 
befides  Ifarcbsufemen,  Clerks,  £c.  and  then  ask  us, 
v.'ith  an  Air  of  Triumph,  whether  fuch  a  fmall  Number 
can  be  fuppofcd  of  any  dangerous  Confequence  to  our 
Liberties.  '  This  Argument  was  made  Uie  of,  laft  Year, 
on  Account  of  fix  hundred  Salt  Officers  ;  and  may  be 
repeated  every  Year,  with  equal  Force,  for  a  farther 
Addition,  even  ad  infinitum ;  'till  all  the  lighting  Men 
in  the  Nation  are  converted  into  civil,  or  military  Dra- 
goons. 

But  tbefe  Writers  feem  to  think  Themielves  very 
learned,  in  obferving  that  no  Government  can  fubfiit 
without  Revenues,  and  that  Revenues  cannot  be  colkcled 
without  Officers.  Very  true  ;  and  what  then  ?  We  do 
not  argue  againit  the  Exiilence  offafb  Mm,  but  againft 
the  Increafe  and  Multiplicity  of  Them.  We  know  that 
all  Governments  are  obliged  to  make  Ufe  of  Them  ; 
but  We  know  likewife  that  They  have  commonly  pro- 
ved the  Pefts  of  Society,  and  render'd  Themielves  Ib 
odious,  in  all  Ages,  by  their  Infolence  and  Extortions, 
that  even  in  Scripture,  Publicans  (or  Tax-gatherers) 
are  join'd  with  Sinners,  as  an  infamous  Race  of  Men  ; 
and  though  They  are  neceflary  Evils,  like  Bailiffs  and 
Hangmen,  it  is  a  fure  Mark  of  a  bad  Government  to  te 
overrun  with  Them. 

In 
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In  like  Manner,  when  We  argue  againft  Excifes, 
They  repreient  us  as  Enemies  to  Taxes  in  general.  Js 
there  no  Difference  then  between  oppofing  all  Taxes, 
and  oppoiing  a  particular  Method  of  collecting  them  ?  If 
This  were  really  the  Cafe,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know 
why  the  Chimney-Money  was  abolilh'd,  after  the  Revo- 
lution, and  branded  by  Parliament,  as  a  BADGE  OF 
SLAVERY,  expojing  every  Man's  Houfe  to  be  entered  into 
andfearch'd,  at Pleafure,  by  PERSONS  UNKNOWN  TO 

HIM.— Let  Them  fairly  anfwer  me   this  Queftion, 

which  hath  often  been  propofed  to  Them,  and  I  will 
give  up  the  Point. 

But  of  all  their  Arguments,  there  is  one  fo  very  ridi- 
culous, that  I  have  not  hitherto  taken  the  lead  Notice 
of  it.  However,  as  it  falls  in  my  Way  at  prefent,  and 
will  ierve  to  divert  the  Reader,  at  lealt,  I  will  bellow  a 
ihort  Remark  or  two  upon  it. 

When  thefe  Writers  are  prefb'd  hard  in  the  Argu- 
ment, that  an  Exeife  cannot  poffibly  prevent  the  Adul- 
teration of  Wine  and  Tobacco,  but  will  probably  make 
them  dearer,  and  thereby  lej/en  the  Confumption  ;  They 
turn  ihort  upon  us  and  reply,  that  the  Duties  upon 
tbffe  Commodities  are  only  Taxes  upon  Luxury,  and 
that  it  would  be  happy  for  the  Nation  if  all  our  Lux- 
uries were  tax'd. 

It  feems  then,  at  laft,  that  this  Scheme  was  projected 
only  for  the  SurJpreffion  of  Luxury,  whicn  is  certainly  a 
veryjaudable  End  ;  but  if  That  is  the  true  Defign  of 
it,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  would  have  been  fome- 
thing  more  to  the  Purpofe  to  have  laid  a  Tax  upon 
Gold  and  Silver  Lace,  as  well  as  foreign  Thread-Lace 
and  fine  Linnens  ;  upon  j'umptuous  Equipages,  coj}/y 
Pictures,  and  other  Things,  which  are  really  unnecel- 
fary,  and  contribute  only  to  the  Vanity,  Pomp  and 
Luxury  of  Life. 

As  for  Tobacco  and  Wine,  They  do  not  feem  to  fall 
immediately  under  the  Denomination  of  Luxury.  The 
Jirfl  of  thele  Commodities  is  grown  fo  habitual  to  vail 

Multitudes 
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Multitudes  of  People,  efpecially  the  labouring  Poor, 
that  They  can  hardly  fubfiit  without  it ;  and  the  latter 
is  become  equally  natural,  by  long  Cuftom,  to  moft  of 
the  higher  Ranks  of  Men.  In  many  Cafes,  it  is  a  Cor- 
dial, and  pre!cribed  by  Phyficians  as  fuch.  Nay,  fome 
Conftitutions  cannot  bear  any  other  Liquor  than  Wine  ; 
and  therefore  it  cannot  properly  be  call'd  Luxury  any 
more  than  Sugar,  Spice,  and  all  other  Commodities, 
\vhich  are  not  of  our  own  Growth,  or  ablblutely  ne- 
ccflary  to  the  Prefervation  of  Life.  • 

But  if  tbefe  Reformers  are  refolved  in  earneft  to  re- 
duce the  Confumption  diWiiu  and  Tobacco;  how  are 
the  landed  Gentlemen  to  be  eafed,  by  an  Improvement  of 
the  Revenue  ;  or,  indeed,  what  will  become  of  the  Go- 
vernment itfelf,  which  is  principally  fupported  by  Lux- 

ury,  according  to  this  Acceptation  of  the  Word  ? . 

No  Body  but  fuch  a  doting  old  Wretch  as  Mother  Of- 
hdrne,  or  fuch  a  blundering  Creature  as  Cants,  could 
have  ever  ftarted  fo  filly  an  Argument ;  and  therefore 
it  is  beneath  any  farther  Notice. 

We  are  likewise  inform'd  that  the  oLl  Subjidy  upon 
Wine,  and  Tobacco,  which  belongs  to  the  Civil-Lift,  will 
be  continued  at  the  Cuftom-boufe ;  and  therefore  our 
Objection,  that  the  Crown  will  be  a  confiderable  Gai- 
ner by  the  Scbe me,  mull  fall  to  tine  Ground.  I  am  far 
from  being  fatLfy'd  as  to  this  Poixt,  for  feveral  Reafons, 
which  may  be 'hereafter  explain'd.  At  prefent,  I  fhall 
only  take  Notice  that*  this  Circumftance  is  fo  fur  from 
being  an  Aufwer  to  our  Objection,  that  it  is  a  new  Ar- 
gument againft  \heProje£l  it'elf ;  not  only  as  it  fecms 
calculated  to  prevent  any  Reduction  of  Cttflom-bsnje 
Officers,  but  as  it  will  lubjeft  the  Dealers  in  tbcfc  Com- 
modities to  the  Vexation  of  two  Officci  at  once.  It  ap- 
peus  to  be  built  exadlly  after  'the  Moid  of  France  and 
Spain;  where,  as  I  am  inform'd,  there  is  one  Duly 
of  Cuftoms,  upon  Importation,  and  another  of  E.\"c.:j?, 
upon  Home-Confumptlon, 

VOL.    X.  R  Iflwll 
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ifhall  conclude  with  obieiving,  that  I  have  not  met 
with  one  Perlbn,  who  hath  alter'd  his  Sentiments  of 
tkh  Scheme,  fince  the  late  Revelation  of  it.  The  Ad-jo~ 
tates  for  it  are  therefore  reduced  to  the  "lalt  Shift  of 
calling  Name?,  and  representing  all  Thofc,  who-  oppofe 
it,  as  STURDY  BEGGARS  ;  but  this  polite  Phrafe 
feems  to  be  a  little  unhappily  apply'd,  in  the  prefent 
-Caie;  for  STURDY  BEGGARS  and  ROBERTSMEN 
are  ufed  as  iynonymous  Terms  in  our  old  Statutes. 
This  puts  Me  in  Mind  of  the  Story  of  the  RABBIT; 
which  I  will  relate  as  briefly  as  I  can,  for  the  Informa- 
tion of  Thofe,  vvho  never  heard  it. 

An  impudent  Fellow,  who  was  not  content  with 
the  Profits  of  an  honeft  Employment,  took  it  in  his 
Head  to  collect  Money  on  the  Road  in  a  very  unu- 
fnal  Manner,  according  to  Law.  His  Method  was  to 
Itep  up  to  a  Coachfide,  with  a  Rabbit  in  one  Hand,  and 
a  P iftol  in  the  other.  Gentlemen^  faid  He,  will  you 

pleafe  to  buy  my  Rabbit? If  They  anfvver'd,  We 

.edit  love  Rabbits',  He  reply  *d,  with  a  bullying  Air; 

fiy  C d,  Gentlemen,  you  muft  and  jhall  buy  tkis 

Rabbit! 

I  mall  make  no  Application  of  this  Story  ;  but  only 
ask  one  fhort  QueftSon. —  Who  were  the  fturdy  Beg- 
gars, in  this  Cafe;  They,  who  decl.ired  their  Averiioa 
to  the  Ralvit ;  or,  He,  who  cra'mm'd  it  down  their 
Throats  *  >  D. 


To    CALEE   D-ANVERS,    Efp 

SIP, 

r*^  HE  Aumcr  of/:  Lctfrfrcw  a  Member  cf Par- 
liament to  }.•'<  Frh'i.'c.  if:  the  Country ,  fpcaking 
•  of& genera!  E.ffl.'e  and  imaginary  'Terrors,  (p.  7.)  hath 
thefe  remarkable"  Word: ;  "  Such  was  the  Danger  ef 
*'  the  Church,  in  the  Days  of  Queen  Anne ;  fach  was 
•«'  the  .Dangc r  of  Gibraltar,  ia  the  Days  of  the  Itrtc 

"  gttd 
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"  good  King,  and  of  the  prcfent  Father  of  our  COUK- 
"  try  ;  fuch  was  the  Danger  of  univerfal  War,  by  blun- 
"  dering  Counfels,  which  have  ended  in  unitierfal 
"  Peace,  fuch  was,  and  is,  the  Danger  of  the  Liberty 

*« ?/"  /£<?  TV//},  &c. 

What,  &r,  can  we  think  of  the  Author  of  this 
Fttwpkleiy  or  of  his  Direflor  and  Suptrz'ifffr  ?  How  un- 
guarded is  He,  and  how  great  an  Advantage  does  he 
give  the  Tories,  by  ranking  the  Danger  of  the  Church, 
in  the  Days  of  Queen  Anne,  with  thofe  real,  c:rt. :'•;;, 
notorious  Danger;,  which  make  up  the  following  Part 
of  rhe  Paragraph  ?' 

For  I  dcfire  to  ask  Him,  was  Gibraltar  in  no  Dan- 
ger from  the  late  King's  Letter  ?  —  Had  his  Parlia- 
ment refafed  Him  fo  mmy  Things  tint  there  \v.is  vo 
D anger  cftbsir  Confent,  if  He  had  requeued  This  from' 
Them  ?  —Were  there  no  Inilruftions  given  to  the  O- 
bedient,  to  declaim  upon  the  little  Importance  of  Gi- 
braltar, and  that  the  Crnrge  of  its  MaintiKGr.ce  ex- 
ceeded its  Worth? Was  not  the  Spirit,  raifed  by 

forr.  feifonable  Writing?,  the  moil  probable  Rearon 
why  that  AftVir  was  carried  no  farther  ?  —  Or  was  it 
in  no  Danger,  when  it  "was  a&uilly  befie^ed  by  a  fti'on? 
Force,  and  defended  by  a  Garrifon,  at  fir ^.  J ma II  n.'i.i 
weak?  —  Nay,  can  we  even  no. v  be  fo  well  fa'i.-.'iej 
of  its  Safety  as  we  fhoul.i  have  been,  if  the  King  of 
Spain,  in  the  late  Treaties,  had  explicitly  renounced  his 
Pretentious  to  it  ? 

Next,  let  Me  ask,  is  it  a  good  Proof  that  there  was 
no  Danger  of  an  univerfal  War,  becaufe  thofe  Mcafure?, 
which  naturally  might  have  produced  it,  have  acci- 
dentally ended  in  ur.iverfal  Peace  ?  • —  Is  it  juft  Rea- 
foning  to  argue,  from  the  Event ;  or  where  is  the  Se- 
curity, or  Advantage  of  fucb  a  Peace,  as  requires  a 
Continuance,  if  not  an  Increafe,  of  our  Tiixes  and 
military  Forces,  becaufe  it  affords  Amliticn  more  Lti- 
lure  to  look  round  ? 

R  2  As 
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As  to  the  Liberty  of  tbe  Prtfs,  was  That  in  no 
Darker,  when  Men  were  tampered  with  to  give  it  up; 
when  fome  were  encouraged  to  abufe  that  Liberty, 
with  Regard  to  Morality  and  Religion,  that  others 
ini^ht  the  more  readily  fubmit  to  a  Rtftraint  of  it  ? 
And  is  not  its  prefent  Security  more  to  be  afcri- 
bed  to  Thole,  who  will  not  concur  in  bringing  fo  great 
a  Load  of  Slavery  upon  us,  than  to  Iboj'e,  who  have 
Jpa'ed  no  fecret  Pains  to  lay  it  upon  our  Shoulders  ? 

It  is  pc  fable  that  a  mtttfterial  Writer  may  have  the 
BoMnefs  to  anf\vcr  No  to  each  of  thefe  Qucftlons  ;  but 
it  is  not  pcffible  that  He  fhould  meet  with  Belief,  or. 
have  fo  much  Folly  as  to  expect  it. 

O.  lam,  Sir,  your  bumble  Servant,  X. 


352.  SATURDAY,  March  31,   1732. 

E  have  been  lately  told  that  Par  linn  cr.tt 
do  net  Jit  to  pleafe  tbe  MERCHANTS  ; 
and  if  They  are  really  a  Band  of 
STURDY  BEGGARS,  who  enrich 
T  hemfelves  with  the  Plunder  of  the  Na- 
tion, it  mult  be  acknowledged  They  arc 
from  deferring  to  be  gratify  *d,  that  the  Statutes  a- 
gaintt  Vagrants  ought  to  be  put  in  Force  againft  Them  ; 
nay,  if  all  &&  foreign  Commodities,  \\hich  '1  hey  im- 
port for  the  Cowenicvty  of  Life,  in  Return  for  our  fu- 
ferfluous  Manufailurcs',  are  to  be  rank'd  under  tlie  De- 
r.oinination  oi  Luxury,  as  We  are  likewife  told,  I  think 
TRADE  itielf  ought  to  be  fupprefs'd,  as  weii  ;:s  the 
MERCHANTS.  But  Thefc,  1  confcis,  are  new  Doc- 
trines to  Aie,  and  favour  much  more  of  jJLefubltcan 
Principles,  than  any  Thing  I  have  ever  advanced. 
They  have,  indeed,  a  direct  Tendency  to  an  agrarian 
Law,  or  what  is  cail'J  Levelling  amongfl  us,  and  can 

be 


N°  3J--     The  CRAFTSMAN.         197 

be  fuppxted  by  nothing  elte.  The  Lands  of  England 
nvaft  be  divided  equally  amongft  the  People,  and  every 
Man  mail  live  upo  i  the  Produce  of  his  oivn  little  Spot 
of  Earth,  without  any  Commerce  with  the  reft  of  the 
World,  or  making  any  Figure  abroad  as  a  maritime 
Fewer. 

When  tbefe  Writers  argue  again  ft  Luxury,  in  the 
present  Cafe,  They  are  guilty  of  a  molt  egregious 
and  ridiculous  Piece  of  Sophiftry,  by  dividing  all  Com- 
modities into  two  Clafles  only,  the  Neceffaries  and  Su- 
ferfluities  of  Life ;  whereas  in  all  civilized  Countries, 
the  Conveniencies  of  Life  ought  certainly  to  have  a 
Place,  diir.in£l  from  either ;  for  the  coarfeft  Prize,  or 
Dowlas,  that  is  made,  will  protect  us  from  the  Inju- 
ries of  the  Weather,  as  well  as  the  fineft  Manufactures; 
and  the  mod  homely  Diet  will  fupport  Life,  as  well 
as  the  richeft  Delicacies  of  Earth,  Air  and  Water. 
Will  tbej'e  Gentlemen  therefore  call  every  Thing  Super- 
fluity and  Luxury  which  is  not  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
oar  very  Exiftence ;  or  would  They  have  no  Diftinc- 

tion  made  between  different  Ranks  of  Men  ?  • But 

as  Authorities  hive  often  more  Force  than  the  ftrongeft 
Reafoning,  or  c'euefl  Demonstration,  I  will  fill  up  this 
Paper  with  a  molt  excellent  EfTay  of  the  late  Mr.  AD- 
DISON,  transcribed  verbatim  from  one  of  the  Speftn- 
tjn\  in  which  He  gives  us  his  Sentiments  of  TRADE 
and  the  BRITISH  MERCHANTS. 

"  HTMlERE  is  no  Place  in  the  Town,  which  I 
'{  JL  fo  much  love  to  frequent  as  the  Royal  Ex- 
"  change.  It  gives  Me  a  fecret  Satisfaction,  and,  in 
"  fome  Meafjre,  gratifies  my  Vanity,  as  I  am  an  Eng- 
"  lljbman,  to  lee  fo  rich  an  Afiembly  of  my  Countrymen 
"  and  Foreigners  consulting  together  upon  the  private 
"  EuTi'.iefs  of  Minkind,  and  making  this  Metropolis  a 
*'  Kind  of  Emporium  for  the  whole  Earth.  I  muft 
"  conicf",  I  look  upon  H.'gb-Cbange  to  be  a  great 
"  Council,  in  which  al1  confiderable  Nations  have 
R  3  "  their 
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«'  their  Repiefentatives.  FACTORS  in  the  trading 
'*  World  are  what  AMBASSADORS  are  in  the  politick 
«'  World.  They  negotiate  Affairs,  conclude  Treaties, 
"  and  maintain  a  good  Correfpondence  between  thole 
"  wealthy  Societies  of  Men,  that  are  divided  from  one 
«'  another  by  Seas  and  Ocean?,  or  live  on  the  difie- 
"  ient  Extremities  of  a  Continent.  I  have  often  been 
"  pleaied  to  hear  Difputes  adjufied  between  an  Inhabi- 
"  tant  of  Japan  and  an  Alderman  of  London ;  or  to 
"  fee  a  Subject  of  the  Great  Mogul  entering  into  a 
"  League  with  one  of  the  Czar  of  Mufcevy.  1  am  in-" 
"  finitely  delighted  in  mixing  with  thefe  feveral  Mini- 
"  ftcrs  of  Commerce,  as  They  are  diftinguifh'd  by  their 
*'  different  Walks,  and  different  Languages.  Sometimes 
"  I  am  juftled  among  a  Body  of  Armenians;  fome- 
"  times  I  am  loft  in  a  Crowd  of  Jews ;  and  fome- 
"  times  make  one  in  a  Groupe  of  Dutchmen.  I  am  a 
"  Dane,  Swede,  or  Frenchman,  at  different  Times;  or 
"  rather  fancy  Myfelf  like  the  old  Phi/ofopher,  who 
"  upon  being  ask'd  what  Countryman  He  was,  re- 
"  ply'd,  that  He  was  a  Citizen  of  the  World. 

"  Though  I  very  frequently  vifit  this  bufy  Multi- 
tude of  People,  I  am  known  to  nobody  there  but 
my  Friend  Sir  ANDREW,  who  often  fmiles  upon 
Me  35  He  fees  Ale  buttling  in  the  Crowd,  but  at 
the  fame  Timo  connives  at  my  Prefence,  without 
taking  any  farther  Notice  of  Me.  There  is,  indeed, 
a  Merchant  of  Egypt,  who  juft  knows  Me  by  Sight, 
having  formerly  remitted  Me  fome  Money  to  Grand 
Cairo  ;  but  as  I  am  not  verfcd  in  the  modern  Cop- 
tick,  our  Conferences  go  no  farther  than  a  Bow  and 
a  Grimace. 

«'  This  grand  Scene  of  Bufmefs  gives  Me  an  infinite 
".  Variety  of  folid  and  fubftantial  Entertainments.  As 
*'  I  am  a  great  Lover  of  Mankind,  my  Heart  natu- 
"  rally  overflows  with  Pleasure  at  the  Sight  of  a  prof- 
"  perous  and  happy  Multitude;  infomuch  that  at 
"  many  publick  Solemnities  I  cannot  forbear  expref- 
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«  fmg  my  Joy  with  Tears,  that  have  ftolen  down  my 
"  Cheeks.  For  th i s  Reafon,  I  am  wondeif.il !y  delighted 
««  to  fee  fuch  a  Body  or'  Men  thriving  in  their  own 
«'  private  Fortunes,  and  at  the  fame  Time  promoting 
"  the  />//M  Stock ;  or,  in  other  Words,  raifmg  E- 
"  ftates  for  their  own  Families,  by  bringing  into  their 
"  Country  whatever  is  wanting,  and  carrying  out  of 
"  it  whatever  \sfuperfluous. 

"  Nature  feems  to  have  taken  a  particular  Care  to  diC- 
"  feminate  her  Bleffings  among  the  different  Regions  of 
"  the  World,  with  an  Eye  to  this  mutual  Intercourfe 
«'  and  Traffick  among  Mankind,  that  the  Natives  of 
"  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Globe  might  have  a  Kind  of 
"  Dependance  upon  one  another,  and  be  united  to- 
"  gether  by  their  common  Intereft.  Almoft  every  De- 
'  gree  produces  fomething  peculiar  to  it.  The  Food 
*  often  grows  in  one  Countiy,  and  the  Sauce  in  ano- 
«  ther.  The  Fruits  of  Portugal  are  corrected  by  the 
'  Produces  of  Earbadoes ;  the  Infufion  of  a  China  Plant 
'  fvveeten'd  with  the  Pith  of  an  Indian  Cane.  The 
'  Pbilifpick  Iflands  give  a  Flavour  to  our  European 
'  Bowls.  The  lingle  Drefs  of  a  Woman  of  Quality  is 
"  often  the  Produft  of  an  hundred  Climates.  The 
"  Muff  and  the  Fan  come  together  from  the  different 
"  Ends  of  the  Earth.  The  Scarf  is  fent  from  the 
"  'Torrid  Zone,  and  the  Tippet  from  beneath  the  Pole. 
<f  The  Brocade  Petticoat  rifes  out  of  the  Mines  of  Peru, 
"  and  the  Diamond  Necklace  out  of  the  Bowels  of 
"  Ittdoflan. 

"  If  We  confider  our  own  Country  in  its  natural 
"  Profpeft,  without  any  of  the  Benefits  and  Advanta- 
"  ges  of  Commerce,  what  a  barren,  uncomfortable  Spot 
«'  of  Earth  falls  to  our  Share?  Natural  Hiftorians  tell 
"  us,  that  no  Fruit  grows  originally  among  us,  befides 
"  Hips  and  Haws,  Acorns  and  Pig-Nuts,  with  other 
"  Delicacies  of  the  like  Nature;  that  our  Climate  of 
"  iffelf.  and  without  the  ACiftance  of  Art,  can  make 
•«  no  farther  Advances  towards  a  Plumb  than  to  a  Sloe^ 

««  and 
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*'  and  carries  an  Apple  to  no  greater  Perfection  than  a 
*'  Crab  ;  that  our  Melons,  our  Peaches,  our  Figs,  our 
"  Apricots  and  Cherries  are  Strangers  among  us,  im- 
"  ported  in  different  Ages,  and  naturalized  in  our  Eng- 
"  ///#  Gardens;  and  that  they  would  all  degenerate 
"  and  fall  away  into  the  Trafli  of  our  own  Country, 
"  if  they  were  wholly  neglected  by  the  Planter  and 
*'  left  to  the  Mercy  of  our  Sun  and  Soil.  Nor  has 
*'  Traffick  more  enrich'd  our  vegetable  World,  than  it 
"  has  improved  the  whole  Face  of  Nature  among  us. 
"  Our  Ships  are  laden  with  the  Harveft  of  every  Cli- 
"  mate.  Our  Tables  are  ftored  with  Spires,  and  Oils, 
"  and  Wines.  Our  Rooms  are  fill'd  with  Pyramids  of 
"  China,  and  adorn'd  with  the  Workmanfhip  of  Ja- 
"  pan.  Our  Merries  Draught  comes  to  us  from  the 
"  remoteft  Corners  of  the  Earth.  We  repair  our  Bodies 
**  by  the  Drugs  of  America,  and  repoie  ourfelves  under 
"  Indian  Canopies.  My  Friend  Sir  ANDREW  calls 
"  the  Vineyards  of  Trance  our  Gardens ;  the  Spice- 
"  I/lands  our  Hot-Beds;  the  Per/tans  our  Silk-  Weavers ; 
*'  and  the  Cbir.efe  our  Potters.  "Nature,  indeed,  fur- 
*'  niihes  us  with  the  bare  Neceflaries  of  Life ;  but 
"  Traffick  gives  us  a  great  Variety  of  what  is  aftfu', 
"  and  at  the  fame  Time  fupplies  us  with  every  Thing, 
"  that  is  convenient  and  ornamental.  Nor  is  it  the  lea  ft 
"  Part  of  this  «ur  Happinefs,  that  whilft  we  enjoy 
"  the  remotelt  Pioduds  of  the  North  and  South,  we 
"  are  free  from  thofe  Extremities  of  Weather,  whicli 
"  give  them  Birth  ;  that  our  Eyes  are  refrefh'd  with 
«'  the  green  Fields  of  Britain,  at  the  fame  Time  that 
«'  our  Palates  are  feallcd  with  Fruits,  that  rife  between 
««  the  Tropicks. 

"  For  thefe  Rcafons,  there  are  not  more  ufeful 
"  Members  in  a  Commonwealth  than  MERCHANTS. 
"  They  knit  Mankind  together  in  a  muttwl  Intercourfe 
"  of  go^d  Offices;  dillrihute  the  Gifts  of  Nature;  find 
"  Work  for  the  Poor ;  add  Wealth  to  the  Rich ;  and 
"  M'gnixence  to  the  Great.  Our  EngHJJ)  Merchant 

"  converts 
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"  converts  the  Tin  of  his  own  Country  into  Gold, 
"  and  exchanges  his  Wool  for  Rubies.  The  Mabome- 
"  tans  are  do.uh'd  in  our  Britijb  Manufacture,  and 
"  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Frozen  Zone  warm'd  with 
"  the  Fleeces  of  our  Sheep. 

"  When  I  have  been  upon  the  Change,  I  have  often 
"  fancied  one  of  our  old  Kings  (landing  in  Perfon, 
"  where  He  is  reprefented  in  Effigy,  and  looking 
"  down  upon  the  wealthy  Concourfe  of  People,  with 
"  which  that  Place  is  every  Day  nll'd.  In  this  Cafe, 
"  ho-.v  would  He  be  furprized  to  hear  all  the  Languages 
"  of  Europe  fpoken  in  this  little  Spot  of  his.  former 
"  Dominions;  and  to  fee  fo  many  private  Men,  who 
"  in  his  Time  \vould  have  been  the  Vaffah  of  fame 
"  powerful  Baron,  negotiating  like  Princes  for  greater 
"  Sums  of  Money  than  were  formerly  to  be  met  with 
"  in  the  royal  Treai'ury.  Trade,  without  enlarging  the 
"  Britijb  Territories,  has  given  us  a  kind  of  additional 
**  Empire.  It  has  multiplied  the  Number  of  the  Rich, 
"  made  our  landed  Eftates  infinitely  more  valuable 
"  than  they  were  formerly,  and  added  to  them  an 
"  Acceflnn  of  other  Eft  at  a  as  valuable  as  the  Lands 
"  thsmfelves.  D. 


N°353.     SATURDAY,   April  7,   1733. 


A  M  defired  by  feveral  of  my  Corre- 
fpondents  to  iniert  the  following  Letter 
from  a  Jefuit  in  England  to  the  Rector 
of  that  Order  at  BruJJe/s,  in  the  Year 
1627,  difcovering  a  Defign  at  that 
Time  on  Foot,  for  enflavmg  the  Nation 
by  EXCISES  and  a  STANDING  ARMY.  It  may  be 
fecn  in  Rufr worths  Colleftions,  Jfyl.  \ .  p.  474,  from 

whence 


the  fu 
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whence  I  have  tranfcribed  it  at  large,  and  believe  feme 
Parts  of  it  will  be  thought  to  contain  Matter  of  iea- 
fonable  Inihudion  and  Caution,  at  prefent. 

Father  Reftcr, 

E  T  not  the  Damp  of  Aftonifh' ment  feize  upon 
^  your  ardent  and  zealou?  Soul,  in  apprehending 

the  fuddain  and  unexpected  Calling  of  a  Parliament. 

We  have  not  oppofed,  but  rather  furthered  it";    fo 

that  we  hope  as  much  in  tils  Parliament,  as  ever 
*'  we  fcar'd  any  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  Days. 

"  You  mull  know  the  Council  is  engaged  to  aflifi 
'•'  the  King,  by  Way  of  Prerogative,  in  cafe  the  Par- 
"  liamentary  Way  fnould  fail.  You  fhall  fee  this  Par. 
**  liamer.t  will  fefemble  the  Pelican,  which  takes  a 
"  Pleafure  to  dig  out  with  her  Beak  her  own  Bowe.'s. 

"  The  Election  of  Knights  and  BurgefTes  hath  been 
"  in  fuch  Confufion  of  apparent  Fadion,  as  That, 
"  wliich  we  were  wont  to  procure  heretofore  with 
"  much  Art  and  Induftry,  ( when  the  Spanijb  Match 
*'  was  in  Treaty )  now  breaks  out  naturally  as  a  Botch, 
"  or  Boil,  and  ipits  and  fpues  out  it's  own  Rancor 
"  and  Venom. 

"  You  remember  how  that  famous  and  immorta 
'«  State.'rnan,  the  Count  of  Goxdomar,  fed  King  James 
**  his  Fancy,  a«d  rock'd  him  afleep  with  the  foft 
"  fvveet  Sound  of  Peace,  to  keep  up  the  Spanijb  Treaty. 
"  Likewife  we  were  much  bound  to  fame  State/men  of 
"  our  own  Country  for  gaining  Time,  by  procuring 
"  thofe  motl  advantageous  Ceflations  of  Arms  in  the 
"  Palatinate,  and  advancing  the  Honour  and  Integrity 
"  of  the  Spanijh  Nation,  and  villifying  the  Hollanders ; 
*'  remonftratin^,  to  King  James,  that  that  State  was 
"  moll  ungrateful  both  to  his  Predcceffor  Queen  Eliza- 
"  betb  and  his  facred  Majefly ;  that  the  States  were 
"  more  obnoxious  than  the  Turk,  and  perpetually  in- 
"  jured  his  Majefty's  loving  Subjects  in  the  Eajl  Indies; 
*'  and  likewife  They  have  ufurp'd  from  his  Majefty 

"  the 
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the  Regality  and  unvaluable  Profit  of  the  narrow 
Seas,  in  timing  upon  the  Englijb  Conjls,  Sec. 
"  This  great  State/man  had  but  one  principal 
Means  to  further  their  great  and  good  Deiigns ; 
which  was  to  fet  on  King  James  that  none  bat  the 
Puritan  Faction,  which  plotted  nothing  bat  Anarchy 
and  his  Corifufion,  were  averie  to  this  moft  happy 
Union.  We  fteer'd  on  the  fame  Courfe,  and  have 
made  great  Ule  of  this  Anarchical  Eleflion,  and  have 
prejudicated  and  anticipated  the  great  one,  that 
none  but  the  King's  Enemies  and  bis  are  choicn  of 
this  Parliament,  Sic. 

"  We  have  now  many  Strings  to  our  Bow,  and 
have  ftrongly  fortify 'd  our  Faftion,  and  have  added 
two  Bulwarks  more ;  for  wh*jn  King  James  lived, 
(you  know)  he  \vasveryviolont  againit  Arminia- 
nifm,  and  interrupted  ( with  his  Wit  and  deep 
Learning)  our  ftrong  Deligns  in  Holland,  and  was  a 
great  Friend  to  that  old  Rebel  and  Here  tick,  the 
Prince  of  Orange. 

"  Now, '  we  have  planted  that  Sovereign  Drug  Ar 
mimaniftn,    which  we  hope  will  purge  the  Prote- 
<  ft, mis  from  their  Hereby  ;    and  it  fiouriflieth   and 
bears  Fruit  in  due  Seafo'n. 

"  The  Material?,  which  build  up  our  Bulwarks, 
are  the  Projectors  and  Beggars  of  all  Ranks  and 
Qualities.  Howfoever,  both  thefe  Factions  co-ope- 
'  rate  to  deftroy  the  Parliament,  and  to  introduce  a 
new  Species  and  Form  of  Government,  which  is 
Oligarchy. 

"  Thofe  ferve  as  direft  Mediums  and  Instruments 
*'  to  our  End,  which  is  the  univerfal  Catbolitk  Mo- 
*'  narcby.  Our  Foundation  muft  be  Mutation,,  and 
"  Mutation  will  caufe  H  Relaxation  ;  v/hich  \vill  fcrve 
"  as  fo~  many  violent  Difeafes,  as  the  Stone,  Gmit,  Sec. 
"  to  the  fpeedy  Diftraftion  of  our  perpetual  and  in- 
"  fiifferable  Anguifh  of  Body,  which  is  worie  tliaa 
*'  Death  itielf. 

«  We 
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"  We  proceed  row  by  Council  and  mature  Delibe- 
"  ration,  how  and  when  to  work  upon  the  *  Duke's 
"  Jealcufy  and  Revenge ;  and  in  This  we  give  the 
"  Honour  to  Thofe,  which  merit  it,  which  are  the 
"  Cbureb-Catbelicks. 

"  There  is  another  Matter  of  Confequence,  which 
"  we  take  much  into  our  Confideration  and  tender 
"  Care ;  which  is  to  Have  off  Puritans,  that  They 
"  hang  not  in  the  Duke's  Ears.  They  are  impudent, 
"  fubtUe  People  ;  and  it  is  to  be  fear'd  left  They  mould 
"  negodate  a  Reconciliation  between  the  Duke  and 
"  the  Parliament  at  Oxford  and  Weftmlnfter ;  but 
"  no\v  we  affure  ourfelves  we  have  fb  handled  the 
"  Matter,  that  both  Duke  and  Parliament  are  irre- 
"  concileable. 

"  For  the  better  Prevention  of  the  Puritans,  the 
"  Armenians  have  already  lock'd  up  the  Duke's,  Ears ; 
"  and  we  have  Thofe  of  our  own  Religion,  which 
"  Hand  continually  at  the  Duke's  Chamber,  to  fee  who 
"  goes  in  and  out.  We  cannot  be  too  circumfpeft  and 
"  careful  in  this  Regard. 

"  I  cannot  chufe  but  laugh  to  fee  how  fome  of  our 
•*  own  Coat  have  accoutred  themfclves.  You  would 
**  fcarce  know  Them,  if  you  faw  Them  ;  and  it  is 
"  admirable,  how  in  Speech  and  Geftiue  They  aft 
"  the  Puritans?  The  Cambridge  Scholars,  to  their 
'  woeful  Experience,  mall  fee  we  can  aft  the  Puri- 
'  tans  .a  little  better  than  They  have  done  the  Je- 
1  fuits.  They  have  abuled  our  facred  Patron,  Saint 
'  Ignatius,  in  jeft ;  but  we  will  make  Them  fmart 
'  for  it  in  earneit.  I  hope  you  will  excafe  my  merry 
'  Digreffion ;  for  I  confefs  unto  you,  1  am  at  this 
'  Time  tran.'ported  with  Joy  to  fee  how  happily  all 
'  Instruments  and  Means,  as  well  great  as  lefs,  co- 
'  operate  unto  our  Purpofes. 


BUCKINGHAM,  the  Prime  Mini/ier. 

««  But 


I*  353.    T&CRAFTSMAN.        205 

"  But  to  return  unto  the  main  Fabrick.  Our  Foun- 
dation is  Arminianifm.'  The  Arminians  and  Pro- 
jectors, as  it  appears  in  the  Premiums,  affect  Muta- 
tion. This  we  fecond,  and  enforce  by  probable 
Arguments.  In  the  firft  Place,  we  take  into  Con- 
fideration  the  King's  Honour,  and  preient  Neceffity  ; 
and  we  mew  how  the  King  may  free  himfelf  of  his 
Ward,  as  Lewis  XI.  did.  And  for  his  great  Splen- 
dour and  Luftre,  He  may  raife  a  vajl  Revenue,  and 
not  be  beholding  to  his  'Subjefts  ;  which  is  by  way 
of  Impoution  of  EXCISE.  Then  our  Church-Catho- 
licks  proceed  to  mew  the  Means  how  to  fettle  this 
Excife,  which  muft  be  by  a  mercenary  Army  of 
Horfe  and  Foot.  For  the  Horfe,  we  have  made 
That  fure ;  They  mall  be  Foreigners,  and  Germans, 
who  will  eat  up  the  King's  Revenues,  and  fpoil  the 
Country  wherefoever  They  come,  though  They 
mould 'be  well  paid.  What  Havock  will  They 
make  there,  when  They  get  no  Pay,  or  are  net 
duly  paid  ?  They  will  do  more  Mifchief,  than  we 
hope  the  Army  will  do. 

"  We  are  provident  and  careful  that  this  mercenary 
Army  of  two  thoufand  Horfe,  and  twenty  thoufand  Foot 
mail  be  taken  on  and  in  Pay,  before  the  Excife  be 
fettled.  In  forming  the'  Excife,  the  Country  is 
mofl  likely  to  rife.  If  the  mercenary  Army  fubjugate 
the  Country,  then  the  Soldiers  and  Projectors  mail  be 
paid  out  of  the  Confifcations.  If  the  Country  be  too 
hard  for  the  Soldiers,  then  They  muft  cohiequently 
mutiny ;  which  is  equally  advantageous  unto  us. 
Our  fuperlative  Defign  is  to  work  the  Proteftants,  as 
well  as  the  CatMicks,  to  welcome  in  a  Conqueror, 
and  That  is  by  this  Means.  We  hope  inftantly  to 
diffolve  Trades,  and  hinder  the  building  of  Shipping ; 
in  deviling  probable  Defigns,  and  putting  on  the 
State  upon  Expeditions,  as  That  of  Cadiz  was ; 
in  taking  away  the  Merchant  Ships,  fo  that  They 
VOL.  X.  S  "  may 
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"  may  not  eafily  catch  and  light  _upon  the  We/I  India 
"  Fleet,  &c.  D, 


To   CALEB  D'ANVERS,    Efyi 

SIR, 

T  A  M  always  rejoiced,  when  I  fee  a  Spirit  of  Liberty 
J[  exert  itfelf  among  any  Set,  or  Denomination  of  my 
Countrymen.  I  pleafe  myfelf  with  the  Hopes  that  it 
will  grow  more  diffufive  ;  fbme  Time  or  other  become 
fefhionable ;  and  at  laft  ufeful  to  the  Publick.  As  I 
know  your  Zeal  for  Liberty,  I  thought  I  could  not 
addrefs  better  than  to  you  the  following  exac~l  Ac- 
count of  the  noble  Stand,  lately  made  by  the  polite 
Part  of  the  World,  in  Defence  of  their  Liberties  and 
Properties,  againrt  the  open  Attacks  and  bold  Attempts 
of  Mr.  #— — /  upon  both.  I  fhall  fingly  relate  the 
Faft,  and  leave  you,  who  are  better  able  than  1  am, 
to  make  what  Inferences,  or  Applications  may  be 
proper. 

The  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  Mr.  H /*s  Power  and 

Fortune  are  too  well  known  for  Me  now  to  relate. 
Let  it  fufiice  to  fay  that  He  was  grown  fo  infolent 
upon  the  fudden  and  undcferved.Increafe  of  both,  that 
He  thought  nothing  ought  to  oppofe  his  imperious  and 
extravagai.-t  Will.  He  had,  for  fome  Time,  govern'd 
the  Operas,  and  modelled  the  Ortbejtre,  without  the 
leaft  Controul.  No  Voices,  no  Inftrumenti  were  ad- 
mitted, 'but  fuch  as  flattcr'd  his  Ears,  though  They 
fhock'd  thofe  of  the  Audience.  Wretched Scrafers  were 
put  above  the  beji  Hands  in  the  Orcbcjlre.  No  Mufick 
but  bis  own  was  to  be  allow'd,  though  evciy  Body  was 
weary  of  it ;  and  He  had  the  Impudence  to  aflcrt, 
that  there  was  no  Compofer.in  England  but  Bimfelf.  Even 

Kings 
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Kings  and  Queens  were  to  be  content  with  whatever 
low  Chsrafters  He  was  pleafed  to  affign  Them,  as  is 
evident  in  the  Cafe  of  Seignor  Montagnana ;  who, 
though  a  King,  is  always  obliged  to  aft  (except  an 
angry,  rumbling  Song,  or  two)  the  moft  infignificant 
Part  of  the  whole  Drama.  This  Excefs  and  Abufe 
of  Power  foon  difgufted  the  Town;  his  Government 
grew  odious  ;  and  his  Opera's  grew  empty.  However 
this  Degree  of  Unpopularity  and  general  Hatred,  in- 
ftead  of  humbling  Him,  only  made  Him  more  furious 
and  defperate.  He  refolved  to  make  one  lad  Effort 
to  eftablifh  his  Power  and  Fortune  by  Force,  fince 
He  found  it  now  impoffible  to  hope  for  it  from  the 
good  Will  of  Mankind.  In  order  to  This,  He  form'd 
&Plan,  without  confulting  any  of  his  Friends,  (if  He 
has  any )  and  declared  that  at  a  proper  Seafon  He 
would  communicate  it  to  the  Publick  ;  afluring  us,  at 
the  fame  Time,  that  it  would  be  very  much  for  the 
Advantage  of  the  Publick  in  general,  and  of  Opera's  in 
particular.  Some  People  fufpeft  that  He  had  lettled  it 
previoufly  with  Seignora  Strada  del  Pa,  who  is 
much  in  his  Favour;  but  all,  -that  I  can  advance 
with  Certainty,  is,  that  He  had  concerted  it  with  a 
Brother  of  bis  own,  in  whom  He  places  a  moft  un- 
deferved  Confidence.  In  this  Brother  of  his,  Heat  ar.d 
Dulnefs  are  miraculoufly  united.  The  former  prompts 
Him  to  any  Thing  new  and  violent ;  while  the  latttr 
hinders  Him  from  feeing  any  of  the  Inconveniencies 

of  it.     As  Mr.  H A  Brother,    He  thought  it 

was  neccflary  He  fliould  be  a  Mtijidan  too ;  but  all 
He  could  arrive  at,  after  a  very  laborious  Application 
for  many  Years,  was  a  moderate  Performance  upon  the 
Jtvfs  Trump.  He  had,  for  fbme  Time,  play'd  a 
Parte  buffa  abroad,  and  had  entangled  his  Brother  in 
feveral  troublefome  and  dangerous  Engagements,  in  the 
Commiffions  He  had  given  Him  to  contract  with  fo- 
reign Performers  ;  and  from  which  ( by  the  Way  ) 
Mr.  gi..  ...  /  did  not  difengage  Himielf  with  much 
S  z  Honour. 
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Honour.  Notwithftanding  all  thefe  and  many  more 
Objections,  Mr.  H>  <  /,  by  and  with  the  Advice  of 
this  Brother,  at  laft  produces  his  Projeft ;  rcfolves  to 
cram  it  down  the  Throats  of  the  Town  ;  proftitutes 
great  and  azueful  Names,  as  the  Patrons  of  it ',  and  even 
does  not  fcruple  to  infinuate  that  They  are  to  be 
Sharers  of  the  Profit.  His  Scheme  fet  forth  in  Sub- 
ttance,  that  the  late  Decay  of  Opera's  was  owing  to 
their  Cbcapnefs,  and  to  the  great  Frauds  committed  by 
the  Dcsr-kt'epers;  that  the  annual  Subfcribers  were  a 
Parcel  of  Rogues,  and  made  an  ill  Ufe  of  their  Tickets, 
by  often  rttnxin*  two  into  the  Gallery  j  that  to  obviate 
thefe  Abules  He  had  contrived  a  Thing,  that  was 
better  than  an  Opera,  call'd  an  Oratorio ;  to  which 
.none  mould  be  admired,  but  by  fronted  Permits,  or 
Tickets  of  one  Guinea  each,  which  ihould  be  diflri- 
buted  out  tfWareboufes  of  bis  owx,  and  by  Officers  of 
bis  own  naming;  which  Officers  could  not  fo  reafbnably 
be  fuppofed  to  cheat  in  the  Collection  of  Guineas,  as 
the  Door-keepers  in  the  Collection  of  ha/f 'Guineas  ;  and 
Jaltly,  that  as  the  very  Being  of  Opera's  depended  upon 
////;/  Jivgly,  it  was  juft  that  the  Profit  arifing  from 
hence  fhould  be  for  his  own  Benefit.  He  added,  ip- 
<ieed,  one  Condition,  to  varnilh  the  whole  a  little ; 
which  was,  that  if  any  Perfon  fhould  think  himfelf 
aggrieved,  and  that  the  Oratorio  was  not  worth  the 
Price  of  the  Permit,  he  fhould  be  at  Liberty  to  appeal 
to  three  Judges  of  Mafick,  who  fhould  be  obliged, 
within  the  Space  of  feven  Years  at  fartheft,  finally  to 
determine  the  fame ;  provided  always  that  the  laid 
Judges  Ihould  be  of  his  Nomination,  and  known  to 
like  no  other  Mufick  but  his. 

The  Abiurdity,  Extravagancy,  and  Oppreflion  of 
this  Scheme  difgufted  the  whole  Town.  Many  of  the 
moil  conitant  Attenders  of  the  Operifs  refolved  abib- 
lutely  to  renounce  them,  rather  than  go  to  them  under 
fuch  Extortion  and  Vexation.  They  exclaimed  againil 
the  infolent  and  rapacious  Projector  of  this  flan.  The 

King's 
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King's  old  and  fworn  Servants,  of  the  two  Theatres  of 
Drury-Lane  and  Covent-Garden,  reap'd  the  Benefit  of 
this  general  Difcontent,  and  were  reforted  to  in  Crowds, 
by  way  of  Oppofition  to  the  Oratorio.  Even  the  faireft 
Breafts  were  fired  with  Indignation  againft  this  new 
Itapsjitioa.  Aflemblies,  Cards,  Tea,  "Coflee,  and  all 
other  Female  Batteries  were  vigoroufly  employ'd  to 
defeat  the  Projefl,  and  deftroy  the  Projeflor.  Thefe 
joint  Endeavours  of  all  Ranks  and  Sexes  fucceeded  fo 
\vell,  that  thfProjeftor  had  the  Mortification  to  fee 
but  -a  very  thin  Audience  at  his  Oratorio  ;  and  of 
about  two  hundred  and  fixty  odd,  that  it  confirmed 
of,  it  is  notorious  that  not  ten  paid  for  their  Permits, 
bar,  on  the  contrary,  had  them  given  Them,  and 
Money  into  the  Bargain,  for  coming  to  keep  Him  in 
Countenance. 

This  Accident,  They  lay,  has  thrown  Him  into  a 
deep  Melancholy,  interrupted  ibmetimes  by  raving  Fits ; 
in  which  He  fancies  He  fees  ten  thoufand  Opera  Devils 
coming  to  tear  Him  to  Pieces ;  then  He  breaks  out  into 
frantick,  incoherent  Speeches ;  muttering  Jfurdy  Beg- 
gars, A/aJJination,  &c.  In  thefe  delirious  Moments, 
He  di {"covers  a  particular  Averfioh  to  the  City.  He 
calls  Them  all  a  Parcel  of  Rogues,  and  afierts  that  the 

konejleft  trader  among  'Them  defenses  to  be  bangd. 

It  is  much  queition'd  whether  He  will  recover;  at 
leaft,  if  He  does,  it  is  not  doubted  but  He  will  feck 
for  a  Retreat  in  his  ozun  Country  from  the  general  Re- 
fentment  of  the  Town. 

/  am,    SIR, 
O.  Tour  very  bumble  Servant, 

P !.o     R M. 

P.  S.  Having  feea  a  little  Epigram,  lately  handed 
about  Town,  which  feems  to  allude  to  the  fame  Subject, 
1  believe  it  will  not  be  unwelcome  to  your  Readers. 

S3  EPI- 
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E   P   I    G   R    A    M. 

QUoth/T—  e  to  #—  /,  /hall  We  Two  agree, 
And  ex  die  the  whole  Nation  ? 
//.  ft,  Care,  fi. 
Of  what  Ufe  are  Sheep,  if  the  Shepherd  can't  ihear  them  ? 

At  the  Haj-Market  I,  you  at  Weftmlnjler. 

W.  Hear  Him! 

Call'd  to  Order,  their  Seconds  appear  in  their  Place  ; 
One  fam'd  for  his  Morals,  and  one  for  his  Face. 
In  half  They  fucceeded,  in  half  They  were  croft.' 
The  EXCISE  was  obtain'd,  but  poor  DEBORAH  loft. 
O. 
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I,  pete  tinguentitm,  Puer,  et  Coronas, 
Et  Cadtim,  Marfi  memorem  Duelli, 
Spartacum  Ji  qua  potuit  vagantcm 

fallen  Tejla.  HOR. 

'  Ublick  BlefEngs  naturally  produce  publick 
Rejoicings;  and  I  mould  think  myfelf 
inexcufeable,  iflnegleft  this  Opportunity 
of  concurring  in  that  general  Scene  of 
Feftivity,  which  hath  manifefted  itfelf 
thro'  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  on  a  late 
ever-memorable  Occurrence.  Inftead  therefore  of  con- 
doling with  my  Countrymen,  (as  I  once  fear'd  ther« 
might  be  Occafion  to  do )  I  heartily  congratulate  Them 
upon  their  Deliverance,  and  mall  leave  the  Enemies  of 
Trade  and  Liberty  to  humble  Themfelves  in  Sackcloth 
and  Ames,  whilll  We  are  wilhing  Profpeiity  to  kttb, 
and  drinking  the  Healths  of  tbofe  bonefl  Gentlemen,  who 
have  prelerved  them  to  us. 
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I  cannot,  perhaps,  do  my  Country  a  more  ufeful 
Piece  of  Service,  at  this  Time,  than  by  making  feme 
Obfervations  on  fo  great  an  Event. 

In  the  firft  Place,  We  have  the  Pleafure  to  obferve 
that  the  Spirit  of  Liberty  is  not  yet  extinct  in  this 
Kingdom ;  and  that  the  original  Power  of  the  Peop/e, 
in  their  collective  Body,  is  ftill  of  fonie  Weight,  when 
vigoroufly  exerted  and  united,  without  any  ridiculous 
Adherence  to  old  Party-names,  which  have  no  Relation 
to  our  preient  Difputes.  For  this  Reafbn,  every  good 
Englifiman  and  Friend  to  his  Country  muft  be  infinite- 
ly delighted  to  find  the  filly  Denominations  of  Whig 
and  Tory  mtirely  funk  in  our  late  Contefts,  and  loft  in 
the  more  feafonable  Diili.ncr.ion  of  Exciseman,  or  no  Ex- 
tlfeman.  Such  Di 'criminations  as  thefe  are  natural  and 
unavoidable,  on  all  great  Occafions  ;  and  as  they  gene- 
rally ceafe  with  their  Caule,  or  can  be  revived  only  in 
fimilar  Cafes,  they  are  feldom  attended  with  any  bad 
Confequences  to  the  Publick.  Whereas  when  a  whole 
Nation  is  divided  into  two  feparate  Bodies,  occafion'd 
only  by  fome  circumftantial  Differences  about  Goverment, 
or  Religion,  a  greater  Regard  is  commonly  paid  to 
Names  than  to  Things ;  and  the  People  are  apt  to  follow 
their  Leaders,  in  different  Herds,  through  all  their  Mea- 
fures,  wichout  coniidering  whether  they  are  reafonable  in 
themielves,  or  even  confiftent  with  their  own  Syftem  of 
Politicks.  Thofe  are  the  Dijlinftions,  which  ought  to 
be  avoided  in  a  free  Country  ;  becaufe  they  usually  be- 
come permanent,  and  are  made  the  Inftruments  of  am- 
bitious Men,  upon  every  Occafion,  however  foreign  to 
the  Principles,  which  firft  gave  them  Birth.  I  thank 
Heaven,  QacStfoptttar  Delttfions  feem  pretty  well  laid  at 
prefent ;  and  as  the  Coalition  of  Parties  hath -been  at- 
tended with  fuch  glorious  Succefs,  I  hope  They  will 
keep  Them -elves  ftri&ly  on  their  Guard,  and  not  fufier 
any  Seducer  to  divide  Them  again. 

I  am  a  t  a  Lois  which  to  c  ommend  moft ;  the  prudent 
Vigour  of  the  mercantile  Part  of  tbe  Nation ;  or  the 

publick 
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publick  Spirit  of  the  landed  Gentlemen,  in  fupporting 
Them.  The  Traders,  on  one  Side,  have  made  a  noble 
Stand,  in  Defence  of  their  own  immediate  Concerns ; 
and  the  Country  Gentlemen,  on  the  other,  have  proved 
Themfelves  wifer  than  to  be  deluded  into  an  Opinion 
that  their  Interefts  are  really  dilUncl.  As  the  Happinefs 
of  both  is  reciprocal  and  depends  on  each  other  ;  fb  They 
have  v«ry  juftly  made  it  a  joint  Caufe ;  and  whilft  Th«y 
continue  thus  happily  united,  We  may  defy  all  the  Pow- 
ers on  Earth  to  invade  our  Liberties,  and  deilroy  our 
Confutation. 

It  would  be  ungrateful,  in  this  Place,  not  to  acknow- 
ledge the  dilintereiled  Conducl;  of  fevcral  Gentlemen  in 
high  Stations,  both  civil  and  military  ;  but  the  general 
Applaufe  of  Mankind,  befidcs  the  inward  Satisfaction  of 
having  done  their  Duty,  in  ib  critical  a  Juncture,  pre- 
vents my  Pen,  and  will  amply  compenfate  for  the  Lofs 
of  preient  Favour,  or  the  Frowns  of  Power. « —  They 
have,  at  leaft,  endear'd  their  Names  to  Pofteriry,  and 
I  hope  fuch  uncommon  Virtue  will  one  Day  lind  its  Re- 
ward, even  in  this  Age. 

The  unufual  and  almoft  fmgijar  Concurrence  of  Senti- 
ments, upon  this  Occafton,  gives  us  Reafon  to  rejoice 
in  a  more  than  ordinary  Manner.  I  congratulate  my 
Countrymen,  not  only  on  the  Defeat  of  ihe  Scheme, 
but  on  the  ProjeEi  itfelf ;  which  hath  been  fcveral  Years 
in  Embryo,  and  being  now  crufh'd  by  fo  high-an  Au- 
thority, is  buried,  I  hope,  deep  as  the  Center,  and 
will  never  rife  again,  whilft  the  leaft  Spark  of  Englijb 
Liberty  remains  unextingnifh'd.  The  gloomy  Profpedt, 
which  lately  prcfented  itielf  to  our  View,  is  vaninYd  at 
once,  and  iucceeded  by  a  icrene  Sky,  which  fccms  to 
promife  us  a  little  Sunmine  and  fine  Weather ;  for  to 
whatever  Motives  the  Projeflsr  and  his  Advocates  may 
think  n't  to  afcribc  our  hte  iucceis,  it  is  certainly  owing 
to  \hsgfneralStKfe  cf  the  Nation,  which  hath  fo  fully 
difcover'd  itielf  on  this  Occafion.  No  Arts  have  been 
left  untry'd,  no  Engines  unemployed  by  theje  M.~i:,  to 
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execute  their  Defign  ;  and  therefore  We  may  reafonabif 
conclude  that  no  Minifler  in  his  Senfes  will  ever  prefume 
to  revive  a  Scheme,  which  hath  been  fo  univerially  op- 
pofed  by  the  Voice  of  the  People  without  Doors,  and  fo 
glorioufly  defeated  by  our  worthy  Representatives  within. 

I  often  pleafe  myfelf  with  reflect ing  what  a  Figure 
this  profperous  Struggle  will  give  us  abroad,  as  a  free 
People ;  and  that  it  will,  in  a  great  Meafure,  \vip«  off 
that  invidious  Reflection  of  Mr.  foltaire,  in  his  Hiftory 
of  the  late  King  of  SWEDEN  ;  that  the  PRESENT  ENG- 
LISH are  no  more  like  the  Englifh  in  the  Days  of  CROM- 
w  E  L  ,  than  the  Monks  and  Prelates  of  Ro  M  E  are  like 
the  ANTIENT  SCIPIO'S.— —  I  could  likevvile  mention 
fome  other  good  Confequences,  which  We  may  reafon- 
ably  expect  from  the  happy  Iflue  of  this  Affair,  both 
with  Regard  to  the  King  and. the  People',  but  as  it  may 
not  be  proper  to  explain  them  at  prefent,  I  muft  defire 
to  be  excufed. 

It  always  goes  againft  my  Heart  to  infult  the  Unfor- 
tunate, or  triumph  over  the  VanquiflJ  d ;  though  their 
Piltreiles  and  Confufion  have  been  intirely  occaiion'd  by 
Themfelves.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  compaffionate  the 
Cafe  of  all  Thofe,  (of  whatever  Rank,  or  Station  They 
may  be  )  who  have  fuffer'd  Themfelves  to  be  dragg'd 
through  an  Horiepond  and  bemired,  to  no  Parpofe,  in 
fo  odious  a  Caufe.  — Even  the  Projeftor  himfelf  partici- 
pates of  rny  Pity. 

But  if  I  were  of  a  contrary  Difpontion,  and  could 
take  any  Delight  in  the  Difcomfiture  of  my  Adverfitrics, 
I  am  furnifli'ci  with  the  ftrongelt  Materials  from  the 
Writings  of  that  choleric  old  Beldame  Mrs.  OSBORNE  ; 
who,  in  one  of  her  fcolding  Fits,  very  unluckily  hap- 
pen'd  to  exprels  Herielf  in  the  following  Manner,  con- 
cerning the  late  Petitions  from  feveral  Corporations  to 
their  Keprelentatives,  viz. 

*  «'  Perfons  mult  have  a  very  mean  Opinion  of  the 
«'  Underftanding,  or    Refolution  of  the  Minijlry,  to 

"  imagine 

*  See  the  London  Journal  of  Feb.  z^th,  1732-3. 


214        ft>e   CRAFTSMAN. 

"  imagine  They  will  be  bullied  out  of  their  Reafon,  or 
"  roared  out  of  their  Senfes  ;  and  that  They  wi  1  be 
"  induced  to  depart  from  what  is  right,  or  jull,  through 
Fear  of  a  few  hot-beaded  Petiticners  lifting  up  their 
Voices,  and  making  a  confufed  Noife  in  the  Dark. 
"  No  ;  if  They  wetfrifbteiftl,  They  are  gone  ;  and 
I  fhall  date  their  Fall  from  that  very  Moment ;  for 
after  fucb  Cowardice,  their  Enemies  will  never  fufter 
Them  to  pafs  any  Aft,  which  They  han't  a  Mind 

to. Nor  is  THAT  MAN   worthy  to  be  at  the 

"  Head  of  Affairs,  who  dares  not  do  what  is  right,  and 
'*  leave  all  Events  to  Himr  who  governs  the  World. 

What  a  fine  Opportunity  hath  this  old  Fortune-teller 
put  in  my  Hands  oi  triumphing  over  her  Patron  ?  But 
I  fcorn  to  take  any  Advantage  of  fueh  a  blundering  O- 
racle,  and  would  advife  Her  to  confult  the  learned  Vati- 
cinations of  her  celebrated  Ancestor,  Mother  Shipton,  be- 
fore She  ventures  to  publifh  any  more  of  her  own  Pre- 
dictions. 

As  to  the  ProjeRcr  himfelf,  I  can  only  hope  that  tbi-s 
Rebuff"  \v\\\,  at  lead,  be  Matter  of  Inftruftion  to  Him, 
and  induce  Him  to  ufe  a  little  more  Caution,  for  the 
future,  how  He  provokes  the  Patience  of  the  People. 
This  will  be  the  only  effectual  Way  for  Him  to  fleep  in 
Quiet,  without  being  haunted  with  continual  Dreams  of 
Murder  and  AffaJJination .  At  prefent,  I  will  give  Him 
this  farther  Comfort ;  that  as  He  hath  not  hitherto  dif- 
eover'd  any  Part  of  the  fame  Spirit  or  Abilities  with  JU- 
LIUS CAESAR,  He  need  not  terrify  Himfelf  with  Ap- 
prehenfi on s  of  falling  in  \hejatne  Manner. 

But  if  He  is  refolved  toperiiit  in  his  former  Meafures, 
and  verify  Madam  Qsbornes  Prophecies,  it  is  out  of  my 
Power  to  prevent  it  with  all  my  Endeavours.  I  will 
therefore  conclude  in  the  Words  of  Cicero  againft  Fife 
and  his  Brotbcr-Colleague,  which  I  {hall  leave  to  this 
Gentleman's  lerious  Meditation. 

Nunquarn  Ego  fanguimm  expetivi  tuum  ;  nunquam 
illud  extremum,  quod  poj/ct  e/e  improbis  b*  probis  com- 

vtvne, 
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mane,  fuppllclum  Legis,  ac  Judicli;  Jed  abjettum,  con- 
tcmptum,  defpeflum  a  Ctftetis,  a  Te  ipfo  defperatum,  £f? 
reliclum  ;  clrcumfpeftantem  omnia  ;  qtdcquid  increpuijjfot 
pertimefccnttm  ;  diffidentem  tuis  Rebus  ;  fine  voce,  fine 
Libert  ate,  fine  autorltate,  fine  ullafpecie  confulari  ;  hor- 
rentern,  trementem,  adtilantem  omnes  videre  Te  volui. 
ridi.  Quare,  fi  Tibi  evenerit,  quod  metuis  ne  accidat, 
tquldem  non  mofefte  feram.  Sin  id  tardius  forte  fiett 
fruar  tamen  tud  Indignltate ;  ncc  minus  libentcr  tnetu- 
entem  videbo,  ne  Rcus  fias,  quam  Reurn  ;  nee  minus 
It? tabor,  cum  Te  femper  fordidum,  quamji  paulifper  for- 
didatum  viderem.  D. 


In  a  few  Days  will  be  publi/frd, 

The   PROJECTOR'S    LOOKING-GLASS; 

or,  The  lafl  dying  Words  andConfejficn  of  Sir  ROBERT 
MARRAL^  premier  Exclfeman  of  Great  Britain,  who 
was  burnt  in  Fleet-ftreet  on  Wednefday  the  \\th  In- 
Jiant ;  taken  faithfully  from  bis  own  Mouth  at  the  Place 
of  Execution. 

To  which  will  be  prefixed  his  Effigies,  drawn  upon  the 
Sfot  and  curioujly  engraven  by  Mr.  H  —  g  —  th. 

Then  ftiall  Hand  up  in  his  Eftate  a  RAISER  OF 
TAXES,  in  theGlory  of  the  Kingdom;  but  within 
few  Days  He  lhall  be  deftroy'd. 

DANIEL,  Chap.  xi.  Verfe  ^otb. 

Printed  for  Mr.  Aldam,  Stationer,  near  Weaver's- 
Hall,  ofwhem  any  Numbers  may  be  had  gratis,  when  in 
Town. 

N.  B.  The  Grub-Jlreet  Paper,  lately  hawk1  d  about  the 
Streets  under  the  Title  of  the  lalt  dying  Words  of  the 
Excife-Bil],  &(.  isfpurisus,  and  agrofs  Itnpojltion  on  the 
PuUick. 

LOST, 
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LOST,  fomewhere  near  Weftminfter-Hall,  On  Wednef- 
day  the  nth  Inftant,  about  Ten  o1  Clock  at  Night. 

A  BILL,  for  a  very  large  Sum  of  Money,  drawn 
upon  Meff.  Smokers  and  Company,  Merchants  in  Lon- 
don. Whoever  can  recover  it,  and  will,  at  any  Time 
hereafter ',  take  an  Opportunity  to  return  it  to  the  right 
Owner  andfole  Proprietor,  ROBERT  BOLD  of  Norfolk, 
at  the  Star  and  Garter  in  Pail-Mall ;  He  Jhall  for  fo 
great  a  "Favour  meet  with  many  Thanks,  and  receive  a 
moft  handfome  Gratuity. 

N.  B.  This  Bill  is  of  no  Ufe  to  any  Body  but  the 
Owner,  PMjment  being  now  fo  jfefiually  ftcpt. 


A  P  P  E  N- 
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THE 

SECOND    PART 

Of  an  ARGUMENT  againft 

EXCISES; 

In  ANSWER    to    the  OBJECTIONS    of 
feveral  Writers,  %$c. 


'9?j  not  in  Mortals  to  command  Saccefs  ; 
BurWfll  do  more,  Sempronius ;  We'll  deferve  ?'/. 

CATO. 

H  E  N  I  firft  enter'd  upon  this  Subject 
of  Excifes,  I  proceeded  only  on  common 
Report  and  the  Intimations  given  us  of 
fitch  a  Dejign  in  a  Co^rt-Pamph/e^  pub- 
lifh'd  laft  Summer ;  as  well  as  in  the 
Speech  of  a  certain  honourable  Gentleman 
in  the  Hwfe  of  Commons.  I  thought  fuch  Hints, 
flrcngthen'd"  by  the  general  Diicouric  of  die  Town, 
wei-e  fufficient  to  juftify  an  Enquin'  into  this  Method  of 
'Taxation;  which'l  apprehended,  and  do  Hill  apprehend, 
VOL.  X.  T  to 
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to  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequencc  to  the  In- 
tereft  of  Trade,  as  well  as  the  Liberties  of  the  whole 
Nation. 

I  was  however  in  Hopes  that  the  honourable  Gentle- 
tnan  would  have  been  induced  to  drop  his  Defign,  upon 
mature  Deliberation ;  and  therefore  I  fpoke  with  fome 
Diffidence,  concerning  the  Execution  of  it.  But  the 
Seafonablenefs  of  fuch  an  Enquiry  at  the  very  Juncture, 
svhen  I  commenced  it,  hath  been  amply  evinced  by  the 
Courfe  of  the  Debate,  and  other  Circumftances  of  the 
ftrongeft  Nature  ;  for  it  is  very  remarkable  that  none  of 
the  minijlerial  Writers  have  dared  to  difown  the  Ex- 
iftence  offttfb  a  Projeff,  in  plain  Term.%  though  They 
have  fpared  no  Pains  to  puriuade  us  that  We  need  not 
be  under  any  Apprehenfions  about  it.  But  the  vigorous 
Refolutions  of  the  Merchants  of  London,  and  other  great 
trading  Towns  in  Erigland,*re  fufh'cient  to  convince  every 
reafonable  Man  that  the  Defign  ftill  fubfifts.  Such  wife 
and  cautious  Satieties  are  not  apt  to  take  Alarms  without 
fome  Grounds,  nor  can  any  Minifter,  of  common  Senfe, 
.be  pleaied  to  fee  the  Metropolis  of  the  Kingdom,  as  well 
as  the  Nation  in  general,  inflamed  to  fuch  a  Degree  ; 
and  therefore  We  have  the  Itrongelr.  Prefumption  to  be- 
lieve that  our  prefent  Projetlor  would  immediately  en- 
deavour to  alluage  thel'e  Heats  amongft  fo  powerful  and 
wealthy  a  Body  of  Men,  by  giving  Them  fome  AH  u  ranees 
that  He  had  no  fuch  Defign,  or  had  laid  it  afide,  if 
That  were  really  the  Cafe.  Jnflcad  of  This,  He  hath 
confirm'd  their  Apprehenfions,  and  furniuVd  Them 
with  frcfli  Reafcns  for  invigorating  their  Proceedings, 
not  only  by  withholding  any  fuch  Affurances  him-fclf, 
but  by  fufrering  his  Allocates  to  exert  all  their  little 
Abilities,  in  Favour  of  Excifes. 

They  have  been  fo  modeil,  indeed,  as  to  mince  the 
Matter,  by  declining  \h&Word  iticlf.  as  much  as  pofhble, 
and  giving  their  Scbemt  the  fofier  Name  of  an  Alteration 
in  the  Manner  of  colic  fling  the  pub  lick  Revenues;  but 
*vlien  They  have  been  call'd  upon  to  explain  their 

Meaning, 
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Meaning,  They  have  been  either  ftruck  dumb,  or 
obliged  to  confefs  that  it  amounted  to  the  fame  Thing  } 
and  whatever  Opinion  tbefe  Gentlemen  may  have  of 
their  own  Addre!>,  the  People  of  England  are  not  yet 
become  fuch  Bubbles,  as  to  be  decoy'd  into  a  Snare, 
with  their  Eyes  broad  open,  under  the  moft  plaufible 
Pretence  of  Eafe  and  Advantage. 

I  forefaw  very  plainly,  at  my  firft  letting  out,  that 
1  Hiould  he  annoy 'J  in  my  Journey  by  a  Mob  of  Bii- 
linvj'gate  Scribblers,  who  are  always  ready  to  throw  Dirt, 
when  They  can  do  nothing  elfe  ;  but  I  made  my  Way- 
through  Them  with  great  Contempt,  and  could  not 
help  fmiling  at  their  impotent  Fury,  as  I  pafb'd  along. 

.1  was,  indeed,  fomevvhat  iurprized  not  to  find  either 
Mr.  Osborne,  or  Air.  Waljinybam,  amongft  the  Num- 
ber of  my  Adverfaries  ;  but  lince  They  have  thought 
fit  to  decline  the  Conteir,  ( though  the  latter  hath  done 
ir,  with  a  very  extraordinary  Air)  I  will  not  be  io 
ungenerous  as  to  infult  Them  with  any  farther  Remarks 
on  their  former  Writings,  or  their  prefent  Silence  on 
tbis  Head. 

The  Advocates  for  Excifcs  having  chofen  to  make 
their  chief  Affault  in  the  Daily  Courant,  I  fliall  row 
conGdcr  the- moft  materia4  of  their  Arguments,  according 
to  my  late  Promife,  without  concealing,  or  wiliingly 
evading  the  Force  of  them,  in  any  one  Particular. 

There  ZK/everaJl-Frifers,  who!  have  appeal 'd  again  ft 
Me  mtbis  Pa  par  ;  or,  at  leail,  have  diitinguifh'd  1  hem- 

ielvcs  by  different  JSames. The  Reader  will  no\v 

excufe  Me,  if  I  flop  a  Moment,  and  take  ibme  fmall 
Notice  of  Them,  before  I  proceed  to  the  Subilance  of 
the  Argument. 

One  of  Them  figns  himfclf  Meanwell,  and  feems  to 
be  fuch  an  harmlefs  *  Gw^Sort  of  a  Man,  though  a  little 
tefty,  that  it  would  be  cruel  to  ruffle  his  Difpofition 
with  any  farther  Remark. 

*  Supp.fd  to  be  the  late  Mr.  Goode. 

T  2  Another 
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Another  is  pleafed  to  fubfcribe  his  Lucubrations  with 
thettame  of"  *  J.  Englijh  ;  though,  by  his  blundering 
Concdfion?,  I  mould  take  Him  to  be  of  a  neighbour  ing 
Kingdom  ;  for  He  very  frankly  and  fillily  admits,  that 
if  a  general  Excife  was  to  be  laid,  and  levied  by  arbitrary 
rfWinfolent  ExcifeiYien,  fappcrted  by  a  {landing  Army ; 
if  the  Repofe  of  Families  was  to  be  difturVd  at  all  Hours 
of  the  Night,  and  the  Officers  quartered  upon  the 
Traders ;  there  would  be  Foundation  enough  for  Coin- 
plaint.  This  Man,  I  fay,  cannot  furely  have  lived 

iong  in  England',  or  He  mufthave  an  Head  very  oddly 
turn'd,  to  make  fuch  an  Acknowledgment,  in  the  pre- 
lent  Argument ;  fince  This  is  the  very  Cafe  ofRxetfei  ; 
Thw  is  the  Thing,  which  gives  us  fb  much  Alarm  j  and 
lays  the  Traders  under  fuch  terrible  Apprchenfions. 

As  Carus  is  only  an  hard  Latin  Word  for  dear  Joy,  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  that  this  Writer  is  the  lame  with 
the  Gentleman  before- men tion'd,  under  another  Name  ; 
for  both  his  Style  and  his  Manner  of  Reaibning  fecm  to 
have  a  good  deal  of  the  fame  Hibernian  Call. 

He  undertakes,  in  the  firrt  Place,  f  to  unravel  all 
tkofi  Knots  and  Perplexities,  which  Caleb  hath  for  many 
Weeks  together  been  knitting,  with  indefatigable  Toil.  — 
But  how  does  He  unravel  thefe  Knots  ?  Why,  jull  in 
the  old  Alexandrine  Way  ;  He  cuts  them  aiunder.  He 
£ritlays  it  dowivasa  Maxim,  that  a  Parliament  .cannot 
be  influenced,  or  corrupted  ;  and  then  concludes  that  no 
Taxes  can  be  grievous,  or  unjujl,  which  are  impoied  on 
the  People,  with  the  Conlcnt  of  their  own  Reprcfti:- 
tatives ;  for  which  Reafon  He  tells  us,  in  another  Paper, 
J  that  raifing  Money  ought  to  be  fpoke  fno  where,  before 
it  is  mentioned  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  ant/ if  They 
acquiefce  in  any  Propofals  of  that  Kind,  there  remain  none 
elje,  to  whom  the  Propofers  are  to  account. 

*  See  the  Courrant,  Oft.  28. 
•f"  Courant,  Dec.    12. 
j  Courant,  Dec.  19. 
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In  the  fame  Paper,  he  is  pleafcd  to  acquaint  us,  that 
the  Advocates  of  the  prefent  Miniftry  do  not  write  for 
a  Sub/iftence.  I  am  glad  to  hear  it  with  all  my  Heart ; 
for  if  That  were  the  Cafe,  lam  afraid  They  would  loon 
come  to  want  Bread  ;  at  lealt,  under  any  other  Patrons. 
But  every  Body  knows  tbefe  Writers  to  be  Gentlemen 
of  diflinguiflfd  Birth,  Fortune  and  Education,  who  enter 
Volunteers  in  the  Service,  and  fcorn  to  be  concern'd  in 
the  Property  of  a  News-Paper  ;  or  to  receive  weekly 
Wages  from  a  Printer  ;  or  quarterly  Penfiors  from  the 

Tr y.  It  leems,  indeed,  a -little  diflionourable, 

and  far  beneath  Per  ions  of  fuch  an  elevated  Rank,  to 
twit  poor  Fog  and  Delivers  in  the  Teeth  with  their  in- 
ferior Cinumftances,  and  fet  Them  forth  to  the  World 
as  a  Couple  of  PariJh-Authors,  who  write  Libels  for 
Bread,  and  are  of  no  other  Importance  than  what  de- 
pends on  the  Sale  of  their  Tteo-pfitrty  Journals.  This 
alas  ?  is  too  true  >  for  neither  Fog  nor  I  have  given  Our- 
felves  any  big  Airs,  as  private  Men  ;  but  have  often  ac- 
knowledged Ourfelves  the  Servants  of  the  Publick,  and 
never  pretended  to  any  Regard  from  it,  but  what  re- 
fultcd  from  the  Force  of  our  Arguments,  and  the  Weight 
of  the  Matter  in  Hand.  It  is  therefore  cruel  to  the  lail 
Degree,  to  take  fuch  Advantages  againft  us,  and  reproach 
us  with  our  loio  Condition  ;  efpecially  fince  We  have 
no  Opportunity  of  retorting  any  Part  of  the  Charge  upon 
our  Aiverfaries.  —  They  are  Gentlemen  of  eminent  Di- 
ftinttion,  as  well  as  Abilities,  who  cannot  be  fufpecled  of 
writing  from  any  mercenary,  or  fordid  Motives,  . 
This,  I  fay,  is  an  hard  Ca'fe  upon  Us  j  bu:  Fog  and  I 
mull  bear  it  as  well  as  We  can . 

In  the  very  *  next  Paper,  he  is  (till  more  unmercifully 
fcvere  upon  us.  He  calls  us  fallen  Angels,  impertinent 
little  Fellows,  Catilines,J  acobites,  Traitors,  Firebrands  of 
Dijconl,  Trumpeters  of  Sedition,  Revilers  of  Power,  and 
Coxler-Worms  in  the  very  Heart  of  the  Csnftitution  itfe/f. 

*  Co.urant,  December  zotb. 

T  3  with 
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with  other  polite  Appellations  of  the  fame  Kind,  which 
he  accumulates  one  upon  another,  tiil  he  hath  quite  run 
himfelf  out  of  Breath.  Nay,  he  even  endeavours  to 
fob  us  of  that /cor  Subfiftence,  for  which  We  are  obliged 
to  write  Libeh,  by  ftriking  at  the  Craft  itfelf ;  for  look- 
ing upon  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  as  a  moft  invaluable 
ttlejjing,  and  what  ought  ever  to  be  preferred,  he  thinks 
it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  CLOG  it  with  an  Excife  upon 
all  /editions  Journals,  News-Papers  and  Pamphlets.  — 
Alas  !  God  knows,  the  Prefs  is  already  clogg'd  with  a 
double  Excife  ;  for  We  not  only  pay  a  Duty  upon  Pa- 
per, but  another  very  heavy  one  for  Stamps  ;  by  the  laft 
of  which  We  are  prohibited,  under  feverc  Penalties, 
from  difpofmg  of  any  of  our  Commodities,  without  an 
Imprimatur  from  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Stamp-Office, 
who  are  properly  our  Licenfers,  as  well  as  Judges  in 
this  Cafe  ;  and  our  Two-penny  Journals  are  reduced  to 
the  narrow  Compafs  of  half  a  Sheet ;  fo  that  We  are 
obliged  to  fght,  as  Mift  once  complain'd,  like  Wid- 
drington  on  our  Stumps.  Thus,  we  lee,  the  Govern- 
ment hath  already  made  itfelf  a  Gainer  t>y  Sedition,  ac- 
eording  to  this  Scheme,  and  extracted  fame  Benefit  even 
from  Difaffeftion  itfelf.  I  muft  likewile  put  the  il- 
luftrious  Carus  in  Mind  that  this  excellent  Regulation 
ff  the  Prefs  was  projected  by  his  honourable  Patron, 
with  the  fame'honeft  Defign,  which  He  mentions  of 
putting  a  Cleg  upon  it.  But  it  is  not  at  all  fin-prizing 
that  tbefe  Gentlemen  mould  be  ignorant  that  the  Prefs 
is  alread'y  put  under  the  Clog  of  an  Excife,  fince  the'ir 
Works  are  happily  exempted  from  it,  and  They  have  the 
Pleafure  to  lee  them  publifh'd  and  hawk'd  about  the 
Country,  nnjlampt  and  Duty-free,  by  Mini/ten  and 
Officers  of  State. 

This  1'rojeft,  for  loading  the  Prefs  with  a  new  Clog, 
is  fo  much  of  a  Piece  with  a  *  late  worthy  Attempt  to 


*    See  the  Doftriae  of  Libels  difcufs'd  and  exa- 
mined, &V. 
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revive  the  Practice  of  the  Star-Chamber  againft  Libel- 
lers, that  it  is  very  natural  to  think  they  came  from  the 
fame  excellent  Hand  ;  and  as  I  am  told  that  the  reputed 
Author  is  now  embark'd  for  the  Weft  Indies,  to  take 
Pofleflionof  a  *  Place,  which  he  hath  fo  well  defervedof 
ibis  Nation,  I  fuppofe  he  defignM  the  prefent  Scheme  as 

his  farewel  Gift,  or  loft  Legacy  to  thePublick I 

heartily  wifh  Him  a  good  Voyage ;  and  cannot  help 
condoling  with  his  Patron,  on  the  Lofs  of  fo  valuable 
an  Advocate ;  but  he  hath  the  Pleafure  to  refleft  that 
although  the  publick  Service  of  our  fouthern  Colonies 
made  it  neceffary  to  fhip  off  one  eminent  Lawyer  ;  ano- 
ther hath  been  lately  imported  from  our  northern  Co- 
lonies, who  will  be  fully  able,  I  hope,  to  fupplyhis  Place. 

I  now  come  to  the  anonymous  Writer  in  the  fame 
Taper,  who  follow'd  me  dole  at  the  Heels  every  Satur- 
day, and  enter'd  into  a  more  particular  Examination  of 
the  Argument  againft  Excifes.  This  Gentleman  pre^. 
tends  to  reafon,  as  well  as  rail ;  and  therefore  deferves  a 
little  more  Regard  than  his  Brother  Writers  ;  though  I 
will  undertake  to  prove,  before  I  have  done,  that  he 
hath  not  been  able  to  take  off  the  Force  of  any-  one 
material  Objection  againft  Excifes. 

I  think  it  hath  been  fully  proved,  in  my  Argument, 
that  the  Collection  of  Subfidies,  or  Taxes,  by  Officers  of 
the  Cuftoms,  is  more  for  the  Eafe  of  the  People  than  by 
Officers  of  Excij'e.  By  one,  the  Trader  is  intirely  Mailer 
of  his  Goods  from  the  Moment  he  hath  landed  them 
ttnd  paid  the  Cuftoms ;  whereas  by  the  other,  though 
he  hath  paid  the  Excij'e,  an  Officer  is  at  full  Liberty 
to  come  into  his  Houie,  or  Warehoufe,  at  all  Hours. 

It  hath  not  been  deny'd,  it  cannot  be  deny'd,  that 
Excifes  put  the  Trader  under  a  new  Set  of  Laws,  un- 
known to  our  antient  Conftitution,  and  deprive  Him 
of  that  ineftimable  Privilege,  to  which  he  is  fo  jultly 
intitled  by  Magna  Charts,  and  of  which  he  ought  to 
be 'inflexibly  tenacious  ;  a  'Trial  by  Juries.  ' 

*  Attorney-General  of  Jamaica. 
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It  is  therefore  very  candid  in  the  *  Letter-writer, 
fo  readily  to  acknowledge  all  the  fne  Tilings  I  have  fa; d 
of  this  invaluable  Bulwark  of  the  Britifh  Liberty  to  be 
true  ;  and  if  /'/  bath  been  found  by  frequent  Experience 
to  be  equally  true,  as  He  ailerts,  that  this  Method  of 
Trial  /'.<,  /'/;  many  hftances,  liable  to  Exceptions,  He  will 
not  finely  contend  that  This  is  a  Reafon  for  taking  it 
away,  when  He  hath  admitted  that  it  fcreens  the  Small 
from  the  OppreJJion  of  the  Great,  and  the  Subject  from, 
the  unntfl  Refentmsnt  of  the  Prince,  or  the  Violence  of 

bis  Mmillers. But    by  whom  are  theie  Objections 

to  fuch  Trials  ftarted  ?  Why  by  One,  who  pleads  open- 
ly for  granting  new  Powers  to  the  Prince,  or  his  Mi- 
nifter  ;  and  therefore  may  be  juilly  fufpefted  of  being 
more  in  the  Intereil  of  the  Crown  than  the  People.  I 
have  read  Volumes  upon  Volume?,  in  Behalf  of  this 
glorious  Privilege ;  but  the  Letter-writer  is  the  firft 
Author  within  the  Compais  of  my  Reading,  who  hath 
profefledly  employ 'd  his  Pen  to  depreciate  it.  Nay,  I 
believe  I  may  venture  to  defy  Him,  or  his  Patron,  to 
produce  one  Treatife  on  the  EvgHJh  Conftitution,  in 
which  this  Method  of  Trial  is  not  highly  ex  toll 'd,  as  the 
great  Security  and  Excellence  of  it,  without  any  parti- 
cular Exceptions.  This  is  that  f acred  Mound,  which 
was  raifcd  by  our  Anceflors  to  fecure  the  Liberty  and 
Property  of  every  jtriton,  .in  his  private  Capacity,  againft 
the  Invafions  of  tyrannical  Governors ;  as  Parliaments 
were  inflituted  to  guard  our  publick  Liberties,  confi- 
dcr'd  as  a  Society,  or  aggregate  Body.  By  one,  We  can- 
not be  legally  pur.ifh'd,  either  in  our  Perfons,  or  our 
Pockets,  without  a  fair  Trial,  and  the  Verdi  tJ  of  our 
Countrymen.  '  By  the  other.  We  are  not  obliged  to  pay 
any  Taxes  but  fuch  as  are  authorized  by  the  Sanction 
of  our  own  Deputies  ;  and  in  both  Thefe  together  con- 
iifts  the  very  Ef Fence  of  our  Conltitution,  as  A  free 
People. 

I  am 

*  Courant,  November  n. 
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I  am  ready  to  grant  that  there  are  fame  Laws  now  in 
Force,  I  if  des  Tbofe  relating  to  the  Excifes,  which  im- 
power  Thofe,  who  have  the  Ad minift  ration  of  Juftice 
delegated  to  Them,  to  proceed  againft  various  Kinds  of 
Offenders  in  a  fummary  Way,  without  a  Trial  by  Ju- 
ries.   But  to  what  Cafes  do  tkefe  Laws  extend  ? 

Only  to  fuch  as  relate  to  Vagabonds,  Hcdgc-ftealers  and 
Other  diforderly  Perfons,  who  are  known  to  live  by  pil- 
fering, or  can  give  no  Account  of  Thetnfelves.  Nay, 
even  Thefe  have  the  Liberty,  in  moft  Cafe?,  of  appeal- 
ing to  a  Barter  Sejjion  ;  or,  if  They  will  not  abide  the 
Judgment  there,  to  remove  the  Caufe  by  Certiorari  to 
Weftminfter-H.ill;  but  is  this  Cafe  in  any  Degree  pa- 
rallel to  the  Power  and  Proceedings  of  the  Commiffi- 
eners  of  Excije  ;  from  whence  there  is  no  Appeal  but  to 
inferior  Commijfioners,  not  only  equally  dependent  on 
the  Crown,  or  Mintfter^  but  even  too  much  under  the 
Influence  and  Direction  of  the  other  Juperior  Commijji- 
ttnersf  Befides,  the  Fines,  which  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
are  allow'd  to  levy,  are  generally  fo  fmall  and  trifling, 
that  they  hardly  deferve  mentioning,  and  for  Crimes  of 
a  very  different  Nature  from  Thofe  at  prelent  in  Dif- 
pute;  whereas  the  CommiJJioners  of  Excife  have  a  Power 
of  fining  Men  to  fuch  a  Degree,  even  for  petty  Offen- 
ces, as  may  prove  their  Ruin. 

How  ridiculous  therefore  is  this  Manner  of  Reafbn- 
ing,  when  the  Letter-writer  could  not  be  ignorant  that 
the  Powers,  delegated  to  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  are,  in 
almoft:  every  Inihnce,  fubjecl:  to  the  Cognizance  and 
Contioul  of  the  Courts  in  Weftminfter  ;  if  the  Parties 
condcrnn'd  think  Themfelves  aggrieved,  and  are  ad- 
vifed  to  apply  therefor  Relief? 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  Parliament  hath  thought 
fit,  in  many  Cafes,  to  give  thcfe  Gentlemen  larger  Pow- 
ers, within  an  hundred  Years  paft,  than  They  ever  had 
before  ;  which  it  is  not  my  Bufmefs  to  condemn  ;  tho* 
I  have  heard  "a  Gentleman  of  the  Lazv  obferve,  that  it  was 
giving  up  our  Conftitutiw  byPiccc-meel.  But  I  think  the 

Grant 
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Grant  of  fuch  extraordinary  Powers  cannot  be  cenfuied 
in  flronger  Terms  than  the  Letter-writer  himfelf  hath 
done  ;  when  He  fays,  with  a  very  unbecoming  Sneer, 
that  if  this  great  Jewel  of  Liberty  'bath  been  cftabliflfd 
and  confirmed  by  the  legiflative  Power  near  tbreefcore 
Times  finee  the  Norman  Cwqiteft,  as  I  had  obferved,  // 
may  with  equal  Truth  be  affirm  d,  that  the  fame  Power 
b&b,  within  little  more  than  a  Century  only,  thought 
fit  to  dijptvft  with  it  above  three  Times  as  often. 

He  is  then  pleafed  to  appeal  to  ME.  from  my  OWN 
EXPERIENCE,  whether  the  Rights  and  'Freedoms  of  the 
People,  with  Regard  to  their  Perfons  and  their  Proper- 
ties, were  ever  fo  extenjive,  or  Jo  well  gnarded,  or 
fretted,  again/I  any  Incrcackments  from  the  Crown  in 
any  Age,  Jince  the  firft  foundation  of  the  Britifh  Monar- 
chy, as  //ivy  are  at  piefent. 

I  really  wifh  the  Gentleman  had  not  appealed  to  A/<', 
upon  this  Occafion  ;  for  I  am  forry  to  fay  that  I  cannot 
give  Him  any  Anfvver  to  his  Satisfaction  ;  though  I 
think  my  felf  very  coo/,  very  difpajjionaie,  yn&  far  from 
falling  into  any  Convuljions. 

He  could  not  furely  be  unacquainted  with  my  Opi- 
nion, concerning  the  Powers  afiumed  by  Secretaries  and 
Mfffengers  cf  State.;  as  well  as  the  Method  of  profecu- 
ting  Writers,  by  INFORMATIONS  and  SPECIAL  Ju- 
RIES,  fir  tick  by  sin  Officer  of  the  CROWN  ;  which  I 
have  intimated,  as  plainly  as  I  could  with  Decency  and 
Safety,  to  be  a  little  in  confident  with  Magna  Chart  a 
and  the  common  Privileges  of  Englijhmen.  It  is  fome- 
what  furprizing,  I  fay,  that  the  Letter-writer  fliould  be 
ignorant  of  my  Sentiments  on  tbefe  Heads  ;  fince  I  have 
already  publilh'd  feveral  Papers  upon  them,  and  have 
fome  more  ftill  behind,  which  the  Publick  may  expect 
to  fee,  upon  a  proper  Occafion. 

We  have  not,  indeed,  lately  had  any  Inffonces  of 
cruel  Whippings,  Brandings,  Jlitting  cf  Nofes,  or  cutting 
off"  Ears,  for  what  is  commonly  call'd  Libelling  ;  Jucb 
Punijbmcnts  being  now  declared  illegal  \  but  as  far  as 

the 


APPENDIX.         227 

the  prefent  Laws  could  poflibly  extend,  I  do  not  think 
my felf  obliged  to  acknowledge  any  Favour ;  and  when 
I  review  the  State  Trails  of  former  Reigns,  compared 
with  Thofe  of  late  Years,  I  am  furprized  at  the  noble 
Boldnefsof  my  Countrymen,  in  attacking  theMeafures 
of  Minijhrs,  and  even  the  perfonal  Characters  and  Con- 
duel:  of  the  Prince,  or  the  ijnmediate  Succe/br  to  the 
Throne,  at  a  Time,  when  there  was  no  Freedom  of  the 
Prefs,  and  before  the  Liberties  of  the  People  were  efta- 
blilh'd  by  any  Bill  of  Rights,  or  Limitations  from  the 
Crown. 

I  thought  thus  much  necefiary,  by  Way  of  DigrelTi- 
on,  to  fliew  the  Letter-writers  Want  of  Judgment,  in 

appealing  to  Me,  upon  this  Occafion. •  Let  us  now 

proceed  to  fome  other  Parts  of  the  fame  Paper. 

It   is  true,  that  the  ancient  Laws  of  this  Kingdom 
have  always  had  a  particular  Regard  for  the  Revenues  of 
the  Crown,  and  allow'd  fhorter  Methods  of  Proceeding 
than  private  Perfons  are  permitted  to  take  with   their 
Debtors.     Cur  wife  Ancdtars  were  induced   to  make 
this  Diftinftion  in  the  Laws,  becaufe  They  etteem'd  the 
Revenues  of  the  Crown  to  be  fet  apart  for  the  general 
Benefit,   Security  and  Proteftion  of  the  whole  People. 
They  look'd  on  'the  Prince  as  their  common  Father ;  to 
whom  they  might  always  fly  for  Rcdre's  from  Injuftice 
and  Oppreffion.  It  was  conflantly  underftood  by  Them, 
thit  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown  were  in  their  own  Na- 
ture appropriated  to  the  publick  Service,  and  could  not 
without  Violence  be    diverted,  Or  anticipated  to  any 
.    other  Purpofes  ;  nor,  indeed,  was  it  ever  preteTided  by 
the  Ccnrtiers,  till    the  Acceflion  of  King  James  the 
Jirft,  that  thefe  Revenues  were  a  private  Patrimony,  and 
defign'd  only  for  domcft'uk  Ufes,  or  to  be  difpofed  of  at 
the  Plea  fure  of  the  Prince.     But   though   the  Crown  is 
not  obliged  to   go  through   all    the  ordinary  Forms  and 
ProceJTes  of  Law  ;  yet  certainly  it  is  not  at  Liberty  to  adl 
contrary  to  Law  ;  nor  can  the  King,   any  mote  than  a 
Subjett,  ieize  on  any  Alan's  Eltate,  whether  the  Debt 
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arife  by  "Bond  or  othcrwife,  till  a  Jury  of  twelve  Men, 
legally  impannel'd,  have  found,  by  Proof  on  Oath,  that 
the  Debt  is  really  due  to  the  Crown,  and  in  what  Sum. 
Nay,  even  after  This,  the  Perfon  hath  a  Remedy,  if 
He  thinks  himfelf  aggrieved,  by  bringing  his  Bill,  or 
Action,  againft  the  Crown  ;  and  many  Inflances  may 
be  produced  of  Cafes,  where  thefe  Demands  have  not 
been  allow'd  in  WeJlminJler-HalL 

If  This  is  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe,  I  was  not  mifm- 
form'd,  when  I  faid  that  in  all  other  Cafes,  except  the 
Excite,  the  Dij'pute  between  the  Crown  and  the  Subject 
is  left  to  the  Determination  of  a  Jury.  The  Letter- 
writer  is  Himfelf  mifinform'd,  W7hen  He  fays  that  /'/  is 
far  otberwife ;  and  He  might  have  fpared  Himfelf  the 
Trouble  of  that  fine-fpun  Comment  on  the  Genius  of 
the  Laws  of  England,  as  He  terms  it,  which  hath  a  I- 
ways  watched  with  peculiar  and  dijlinguifoing  Narks  of 
Care  and  Faveur  over  the  royal  Revenues  j  for  though 
it  may  be  true,  that  it  zvould  be  neither  decent  nor  pru- 
dent fir  the  Sovereign  Power,  wherever  it  is  lodged,  to 
have  its  Attention  taken  off  from  the  Concerns  if  the 
Publick,  by  perpetual  Co/itejis  and  Embarrafsments  with 
its  own  Subjetts ;  That  is,  according  to  my  former  Ob- 
fervation,  whei>  the  Prince  is  confider'd  in  his  pub/ick 
Capacity,  as  the  Adminijlrator  of  Government ;  yet  I 
can  fee  no  Reafon  why  He  fhould  be  exempted,  in  his 
private  Cbarailer,  from  the  fame  *  dilatory  and  expat- 
five  Methods,  which  are  prescribed  by  the  Rules  t/Weit- 
"minfter-Hall,  in  the  ordinary  Suits  between  Subject  ar.d 
Subjecl. 

This  Difcrimination  cannot  be  thought  unreafonable, 
when  it  is  confider'd  that  the  Legiji attire  itfelf  thought 
fit,  at  the  Revolution,  to  make  the  fame  Diftindion 
between  the  publick  Revenues  of  the  Nation,  and  the 
private  Expejices  of  the  Prince,  by  appropriating  a  par- 
ticular Sum,  under  the  Name  of  die  Civil  Lift,  which 

hath 

*  Courant,  Nov.  25. 
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hath  fince  been  very  amply  increafed,  for  the  Main- 
tainance  of  the  royal  Houjbold,  and  the  Support  of  tb» 
Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  Head,  becaufe 
the  Letter-Writer  hath  made  it  the  Subject  of  two 
whole  Papers,  and  talk'd  of  Prerogative  in  a  much 
higher  Strain  than  I  think  becomes  a  good  Englijbmant 
fince  that  memorable  ./Era,  when  our  Liberties  re- 
ceived a  new  Confirmation  ;  but  as  Mr.  *  Osborne  hath 
thought  fit  to  recommend  the  Growth  of  Prerogative  to 
my  Care,  I  mall  take  a  proper  Opportunity  of  examin- 
ing that  Afiair,  and  fetting  it  in  as  clear  a  Light  as  I 
am  able. 

The  Letter-Writer  charges  me  with  being  as  much 
miftaken  in  my  next  Aflertion  ;  -where  I  affirm,  that  in, 
ell  Difputes  betweeen  the  Crown  and  the  Subjeft,  in 
Cafes  relating  to  the  Cufloms,  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe 
are  left  to  the  Decijion  of  the  Law,  according  to  ancient 
Ufage,  in  the  ordinary  Courts  ofjuftice.  Now  it  un~ 
fortunately  happens,  fays  He,  that  the  Fafl  is  quite 
otherwife  ;  and  to  prove  This,  He  inftances  the  'Statute 
of  the  6th  Tear  of  the  late  King,  empowering  Juftices  of 
the  Peace  to  condemn  rim,  uncuftom'd  Goods  in  the 
fame  fummary  Way,  without  the  Concurrence  of  a  Jury. 
He  then  exults  in  the  following  Strain.  /  could  wijh, 
indeed,  that  unlucky  Law  bad  been  repealed,  before 
the  Gentleman  had  engaged  his  Pen  in  the  prcfent  En- 
quiry; becaufe,  if  not  the  Con  dilution,  yet  at  lea  ft  all 
his  fine,  elaborate  Arguments  have  been  fubverttd  by  it ; 
and  all  the  ingenious  Objections,  that  He  hath  raijed 
ngainft  Exciles,  will,  ivhilft  that  Aft  continues  in  Force, 
be  equally  ft  rang  againft  Cuftoms,  and  in  fome  Refpett 
or  other  aff'eft  every  Branch  of  the  publick  Revenues. 
— Would  not  any  Body  naturally  conclude  from  hence, 
that  this  Aft  was  a  Cuftom-houfe  Law,  and  the  Execu- 
tion of  it  put  under  the  Commiffi oners  of  that  Office  ? 

*  See  the  London  Journal,  Ncv.  18,   1732. 
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Whereas  it  is  an  Excife  Law,  in  the  ttriaeft  Senfe, 
and  particularly  complain'd  of  as  fuch  in  *  one  of  my 
former  Papers.  The  Letter-Writer  therefore  might  as 
•well  have  mention'd  the  famous  Tea- AH,  or  any  other 
Excife  Law,  as  an  Inftance  that  the  Cufloms  are  liable 
to  the  fame  Objections,  which  I  have  made  againft 
Excifes.  But  This  is  fuch  a  flagrant  Eva/ion  and  Fal- 
lacy, (to  give  it  the  foftefl  Name)  as  any  fair  Reafoner 
would  fcorn  to  make  ufe  of,  and  can  be  calculated 
\vith  no  other  Defign  than  to  impofe  on  Thofe,  who 
are  unacquainted  with  fuch  Affairs,  or  may  not  give 
themfelves  the  Trouble  of  confulting  Afls  of  Par- 
liament. 

Let  the  Reader  therefore  determine,  whether  the 
Letter-Writer  had  any  Reafon  to  triumph  in  fuch  an 
extraordinary  Manner,  as  if  he  had  clinch'd  the  Argu- 
ment at  once ;  or  rather  whether  he  ought  not  to  be 
afhamed  of  having  Recourfe  to  fo  mean  and  fcandalous 
an  Expedient. 

I  am  however  glad  to  find  it  admitted  by  this  Gen- 
tleman, that  a  Tax,  which,  in  our  Con/litution,  is  no- 
thing more  than  a  voluntary  Contribution  of  the  People, 
to  defray  tee  Essences  of  the  Government,  ought  to  be 
levied  without  any  Circumftances  {/"Severity,  or  Rigour, 
And  that  the  Crown,  or  Perforif  employed  in  the 
Collection  of  it,  are  accountable  for  every  Shilling  of  it 

to  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People. But  I  can  by 

no  means  agree  with  Him,  that  an  Excife  is  the  readiejt, 
eafieft  and  cheapcjt  Method  of  collecting  Taxes,  as  well 
for  Thofe  that  are  to  pay,  as  Thofe'  that  are  to  receive 
tbefe  Contributions ;  or  that  the  People  ought  not  tt 
puzzle  themfelvcs  with  idle  and  ufelefs  Enquiries, 
whether  or  no  the  Method  propofed  is  conformable  to 
the  ancient  Way  of  gathering  the  publiek  Revenues. 
•»  It  certainly  behoves  a  free  People  to  regard  the 
ancient  Ways,  or  Land-marks ;  and  whatever  this 

*  See  Page  42. 
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Writer  may  think,  it  is  far  from  being  perfeflly  indif 
ferent  to  the  fair  and  generous  Trader,  whether  He  pay5 
Excifes,  or  Cuftoms ;  or  whether  He  is  under  the 
Laws  of  one,  or  the  other;  for  herein  confifts  the  Dif- 
ference to  iteTrader,  confider'd  only  in  that  Capacity^; 
and  though  fame  Pfrfons,  who  want  to  increafe  their 
Power,  may  defire  to  have  it  believed  that  an  Excife 
will  3fFeft  only  a  few  little,  tricking,  clandeftine 
Dealers ;  there  are  others,  who  can  fhew  that  it  will 
eftablifh  the  iniquitous  Traffick  of  fitch  Men,  and  be 
prejudicial  only  to  the  fair  and  generous  Trader. 

It  is  acknowledged  by  Us,  and  We  have  taken  no 
fmall  Pains  to  prove  it,  that  all  Duties  mull  ultimately 
fall  upon  the  *  Confumer ;  and  therefore  We  argued 
that  an  Excife  upon  imported  Commodities,  neceflary 
and  convenient  for  Life,  is  really  a  Tax  upon  //v 
whole  People ;  but  We  obferved,  'at  the  fame  Time, 
that  it  is  not  only  a  Badge  of  Slavery  upon  the  ?.Lr- 
(httnt  and  Trader,  who  think  themfelves  Engli/bmtit 
and  Freemen,  as  well  as  their  Fellow-Subje&s ;  but  is 
likewife  a  Clog  upon  their  Trade,  and  muft  necef- 
farily  reduce  it,  as  well  as  the  Revenues,  by  inluncing 
the  Price  of  Commodities  fo  excifed. 

It  therefore  betrays  the  great  Ignorance,  or  fbmc- 
thing  worfe,  of  the  Letter-Writer,  both  in  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Trade,  when  He  argues  that  becaule 
the  Weight  of  all  Taxes  centers  at  laft  upon  the  Con* 
fumer,  no  Part  of  the  Burthen  can  poflibly  fall  upon  the 
Dealer.  It  is  reafonable  to  believe,  and  We  know  it  by 
Experience,  that  the  Dealer  always  includes  the  Taxes, 
as  well  as  other  extraordinary  Charges,  occafion'd  by 
them,  in  the  Price  of  his  Commodities ;  and  therefore 
the  Confumer,  may  be  juitly  faid  to  pay  them,  in  the 
lall  Refort ;  but  will  this  Gentleman  pretend  to  affert 
that  Taxes  bring  no  Burthen,  no  Difficulty,  or  Lots 
upon  the  Trader,  by  taking  the  Money  immediately 

*  See  Page  49. 
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out  of  his  Pocket,  which  He  could  otherwife  employ 
to  great  Advantage,  and  giving  a  Check  to  the  Circu- 
lation of  his  Trade  ?  It  is  the  Plenty,  or  Scarcity  of 
any  Commodity,  in  Proportion  to  its  Vent  and  De- 
mand, which  muft  always  rule  in  thefe  Cafes,  and 
by  which  the  Trader  will  make  more  or  leis  Profit 
in  his  Dealings.  All  Thing!,  fays  Mr.  Locke,  that  are 
bought  and  fold,  raife  and  full  their  Price,  as  there  are 
more  Buyer?,  or  Sellers.  Where  'there  are  a  great  many 
Sellers  to  a  few  Buyers ;  there,  ufe  what  Art  you  will, 
the  Thing  to  be  fold  will  be  cheap.  On  the  other  Side, 
tarn  the  Tables,  and  raife  up  a  great  many  Buyers 
frr  a  few  Sellers,  and  the  lame  Thing  will  immediately 
grew  dear — The  Truth  of  this  Obfervation  is  demon- 
ftrated  by  Experience,  in  almoft  all  our  Duties  upon 
Commodities  in  general,  and  fully  expofes  the  Abfur- 
dity  of  the  Letter-Writer1?,  general  Argument,  that 
whatever  temporary  I/icanvcniency  the  Dealer  may 
fji/tain,  either  by  the  Duty  itfelf,  or  by  the  Method  of 
collecting  it,  the  Confumer  bears  the  Burthen  of  it  all 
at  loft  ;  and  that  an  Exciie  ii  fofar  from  carrying  that 
Terror  and  Air  of  arbitrary  Power  along  with  it,  that 
VK  the  ccKtrary  ft  is,  in  a  tboufand  Injtance!,  undeniably 
true  that  the  Trader  reaps  conjiderable  Advantages 
from  it,  and  knows  how  to  levy  the  Duty  upon  his 
Cnitomers  witb  much  greater  Severity  than  the  Of- 
ficer levies  it  upon  Kim,  and  laughs  in  his  Sleeve,  na 
doubt,  to  find  Himfelf  mentioned,  upon  this  Account ',  in 
Terms  of  Jo  much  Pity  and  Connnijc  ration. 

This  is  a  mod  extraordinary  Way  of  Reafoning, 
and  would  equally  fervc  to  juilify  the  Impofition  of 
any  Taxes  on  Trade,  no  matter  how  high,  or  in  what 
manner  collected.  But  whatever  this  Writer,  or  his 
Patron,  may  think,  fuch  Methods  of  Proceeding,  by 
laying  grievous  Impofitions  on  Trade  t  have  already 
deprived  us  of  fome  valuable  Branches  of  it.  They 
have  been  a  great  Difcouragement  to  others ;  and,  if 
purfued  much  farther,  will  be  attended  with  fuch  a 
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Diminution  of  our  Importations  (the  neceflary  Confe- 
quence  of  leflbning  our  Exportation)  as  to  occafion  not 
only  a  great  Decreafe  of  the  publick  Revenues,  but 
Want  of  Employment  for  confiderable  Numbers  of  our 
Traders,  Manufacturers  and  Artificers,  as  well  as  for 
our  Ships  and  our  Seamen. 

If  therefore  it  were  really  true,  that  the  Confumer 
bore  the  whole  Burthen  of  all  Taxes  laid  upon  Com- 
modities, whether  they  are  collected  at  the  Excife- 
Office,  or  the  Cuftom-Houfe ;  yet  furely  his  Eafe  and 
Benefit,  in  the  Manner  of  paying  them,  is  not  the 
only  Point  to  be  consulted,  without  having  any  Regard 
to  the  Trader  ;  though  the  Buyer  may  pay  Him  back 
every  Farthing  of  the  Money,  which  He  originally 
disburled  for  the  Duty,  with  a  confideiable  Premium, 
as  it  is  alledged,  for  prompt  Payment.  This  teems  to 
be  a  very  odd  Doctrine,  in  a  trading  Nation,  and 
muft  no  doubt  be  highly  agreeable  to  the  mercantile 
Part  of  it. 

On  the  contrary,  We  lay  it  down  as  a  Maxim, 
eternally  true,  that  the  greateft  Regard  ought  to  be 
paid  to  Merchants,  who  are  the  Springs  and  Life  of 
all  our  foreign  and  domeftick  Trade,  by  the  Stocks  They 
employ  in  it ;  and  that  all  Difcouragements,  which 
are  laid  upon  Them,  are  fo  many  Difcouragements  to 
the  Trade  of  the  Nation  in  general. 

But  even  a  total  Converfion  of  the  Cujloms  into 
Excifes  would  be  fb  far  from  being  of  any  Eafe  or 
Benefit  to  the  Confumer,  (luppofing  his  Interefl  only  is 
to  be  confider'd)  that  it  would  have  a  quite  contrary 
EfFeft.  It  cannot  be  any  Eafe  to  the  Confumert  to  lie 
under  the  Neceffity  of  having  a  Permit  for  any  Quan- 
tity of  Goods,  which  He  may  have  Occafion  to  buy 
at  one  Time,  beyond  the  Quantity  fix'd  lj  Aft  ofPar.- 
liament ;  or  to  have  his  Houfe  liable  to  the  Inipe&ion 
of  ExciJ'e  Officers  at  all  Hours,  if  He  ihould  purchafe 
more  than  fuck  Quantity.  Nor  can  it  be  any  Benefit, 
to  pay  dearer  than  otherwife  for  what  He  may  con- 
U  3  fume, 
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fume,  and  run  the  Hazard  of  having  his  Goods  feized, 
if  fent  without  a.  Permit,  or  not  delivered  within  th« 
Time  allow'd  by  it. 

If  there  are  feveral  unanfwerable  Objections  againft 
Excifes,  on  other  Accounts,  (as  undoubtedly  there  are)  it 
can  be  no  fubftantial  Argument  in  their  Favour,  though 
it  could  be  demonflrated,  as  the  Letter-Writer  aflert?, 
that  thofe  Revenues,  which  are  under  the  Care  of  the 
Commiffioners  of  Excife,  are  under  better  Regulations, 
and  are  collected  with  much  lefs  Expence  than  any  other 
whatever ;  or  that  the  whole  Charge  of  paying  and 
maintaining  this  {landing  Army  of  Excife  Officers 
amounts  to  no  more  than  barely  Six-pence  in  the  Pound. 
But  it  is  well  known  that  thefe  Revenues  are  not  col- 
letted  at  lefs  Expence  than  any  others  whatever.  The 
Land-Tax,  for  Inftance,  will  produce  more  Money 
with  lefs  Charge  of  Collection  ;  and  I  have  been  in- 
form'd,  by  Perfons  converfant  in  thefe  Affaiis,  that  a 
Shilling  in  the  Pound  will  not  anfwer  all  the  Expences 
of  collecting  and  better  fecuring  the  Duties  of  Excife. 
However,  it  will  be  Time  enough  for  this  Writer  to 
compliment  the  Commiffioners  of  that  Office,  at  the  Cott 
of  the  CommijJiSners  of  the  Cuftoms,  when  his  Afier- 
tions,  on  this  Head,  frail  appear  confirm'd  by  Fafts 
laid  before  Thofe,  who  have  a  Right  to  enquire  into 
the  Charges  of  colleding  and  fecuring  all  the  publick 
Revenues. 

I  have  been  pretty  large  in  my  Obfervations  on  this 
Paper,  becaufe  it  contains  the  chief  Subftance  of  his 
Argument ;  which  He  hath  only  fpun  out  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  ones,  and  endeavour'd  to  enforce  with  wordy 
Comments,  of  little  Weight,  when  duly  confider'd. 

In  his  next  Letter  '*,  (to  take  them  in  Courfc)  He 
complains  of  prevailing  Prejudices  and pepular  Opinions ; 
and  f  eems  very  uneafy,  that  I  have  jtcured  the  Attention 
and  oitaiifd  the  Approbation  of  the  Pub  lick,  by  falling  in 

*  Courant,  Nov.  18. 
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with  this  favourite  Humour. — I  have  taken  fome  curibry 
Notice  of  tbefe  Complaints,  in  f  one  of  my  former 
Papers,  and  (hall  only  add,  that  \hepublick  Approbation 
of  my  Writings,  upon  the  Subject,  is  a  fufficient  Reafbn 
for  a  wife  Man  to  give  up  a  Scheme,  which  appears  to 
be  fo  difagreeable  to  the  Inclinations  of  the  whole 
Kingdom.  This  will  be  the  only  Way  to  deprive  Me 
of  fo  popular  a  Topick ;  and  I  wifh  to  God  that  He 
may  foon  do  it !..  But  I  muft  put  his  Advocate  in 
Mind,  that  He  feems  to  be  a  little  unhappy  in  his 
Comparifon,  upon  this  Occafion ;  for  it  is  not  the 
Craftfman,  but  a  much  more  powerful  Gentleman,  who 
comes  arm'd  in  Brafs,  like  the  great  GOLIAH,  the 
Champion  ^^PHILISTINES,  and  bids  Defiance  to  the 
Hoft  ^ISRAEL. 

We  are  ready  to  admit,  that  human  Wifdom  bath 
never  yet  been  able  to  frame  one  fuch  plain,  Jimple,  ge-> 
neralSvftem  of  Laws,  as  to  comprehend  all  Cafes,  Cir- 
tumftances  and  Occajions.  We  likewiie  acknowledge, 
that  thofe  illufirious  Patriots,  who  make  the  tnoft 
jhining  Figure  in  the  Britifh  Annals  for  their  great 
Abilities  and  unfhaken  Integrity,  bare  always  been  the 
mojl  forward  to  propofe,  and  the  moft  zealous  to  fuppart 
the  making  Changes  and  Alterations  in  the  Laws  and 
Cuftoms  of  their  Country  But  with  this  Writer's 
Leave,  the  Changes  and  Alterations,  which  thofe  Pa- 
triots have  made,  were  of  a  different  Nature  from 
That,  which  He  is  contending  for  at  prefent.  They 
were  calculated  to  fecure  the  People  from  the  Power 
and  Influence  of  the  Crown  ',  not  to  give  additional 
Power  and  Influence  to  it.  They  were  Changes  and 
Alterations,  which  They  found  neceflary  to  preferve 
the.  Conftitution  free  and  uncorrupt ;  not  to  put  'it  in 
the  Power  of  the  Prince,  or  Minifter,  to  fubvert  it. 
And  though  this  Gentleman  may  be  led  by  Intereft  to 
compare  the  Changes  and  Alterations,  made  by  thofe 

f  See  Page  34, 
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illuftrious  Patriots  in  former  Times,  with  the  Projffl 
now  in  Agitation ;  there  are  Few,  I  believe,  fo  weak, 
as  to  approve  the  Comparifon,  or  to  look  upon  tboj'e 
Gentlemen,  whom  He  calls  with  a  Sneer  the  Patriots  of 
cur  own  Times,  as  a  defperate  Set  of  Confpirators,  who 
are  engaged  in  a  Defign  of  tearing  up  tbe  Conjlitution 
by  tbe  Roots,  and  fubver ting  tbe  whole  Order  of  Wings  ; 
becaufe  They  have  endeavour'd  to  redrefs  feveral  Grie- 
vances, and  to  reform  Ibme  Abufes,  which  have  crept 
into  the  Frame  of  our  Government. 

If  This  mould  appear  to  be  the  Cafe,  They  have 
done  their  Duty,  and  the  Nation,  whofe  IntereftThey 
have  confulted,  will  acknowledge  their  Services  ;  not- 
withftanding  the  flanderous  Imputations,  which  the 
Letter-Writer  and  his  Affbciates  may  endeavour  to  fix 
upon  Them.  When  Projects  are  concerted  and  openly 
avow'd,  for  loading  the  People  with  new  Excifes,  it  is 
high  Time  for  Them  to  take  Fire,  and  endeavour  to 
defeat  them.  I  don't  know  whom  this  Gentleman  may 
mean  by  Thofe,  whofe  Duty  it  is  to  offer  fucb  Propsfals 
to  the  Parliament.  I  hope  nobody  will  think  it  his 
Duty  to  doit;  or,  at  leaft,  that  the  Parliament  will 
think  it  their  Duty  to  rejeft  it.  But  if  He  means  the 
Min'tfters,  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  put  Him  in  Mind 
that  tbofe  Gentlemen  have  no  particular  Privileges,  or 
Functions,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  They  may  advifc 
his  Majelly  to  recommend  any  Thing,  which  They 
judge  for  the  publick  Service,  to  the  Confideration  of 
Parliament ;  and,  if  They  are  Members,  may  endea- 
vour to  fupport  it  by  Speaking  and  Voting  ;  but  They 
have  no  Preeminence  there  above  other  Gentlemen  ;  nor 
ought  their  Recommendation  to  be  deem'd,  in  any 
Manner,  authoritative.  They  are  to  be  confider'd 
only,  in  that  Place,  as  Perfons  reprefenting  fome  par- 
ticular Body  of  the  People;  and,  in  Conjunction  with 
other  Members,  making  Laws  for  the  Good  of  the 
whole  Kingdom. — This  is  the  only  Light,  in  which 
tbe  Servants  of  tbe  Crcwn  ought  to  be  bok'd  upon',  in 
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that  dflembly;  and  though  fame  Gentlemen  may  be 
more  immediately  concern'd  than  Others,  that  Supplies 
be  granted,  and  Funds  raifed  to'anfvver  them;  They 
move  both  the  one  and  the  other,  as  Members  of  Par- 
liament, not  as  Minifters.  We  may  reafonably  fuppole, 
indeed,  that  They  often  weigh  fuch  Points  in  their 
own  Minds,  before  They  move  them  in  the  Houfe ; 
but  I  believe  the  Parliament  will  not  allow  any  Man  to 
tell  Them,  that  He  hath  fettled  the  wanner  of  raijing 
the  Supplies,  in  bis  own  Clofet ;  and  therefore  it  re- 
quires no  farther  Confederation — But  to  proceed. 

If  it  is  true,  that  the  Laws  of  Excife  lay  the  Trader 
tinder  greater  HardJJyips  and  Difficulties  than  Thofe,  re- 
lating to  the  Cuftoms ;  that  they  carry  more  Terror,  and 
(ire  executed  with  more  Rigour ;  I  think,  in  fuch  a 
Cafe,  the  Traders  ought  not  to  be  fubjeded  to  them  ; 
though  the  Savings  to  the  Publick,  in  the  Expence  of 
collecting  the  Revenue,  mould  be  as  conliderable,  as 
the  Letter-Writer  would  willingly  have  us  beliexre ;  for 
though  He  is  pleafed  to  call  Them  a  few  particular 
Perfons,  They  are  certainly  the  moft  confiderable 
Body  of  Men  in  the  whole  Kingdom  ;  and  therefore 
ought  not  to  be  opprefs'd,  or  diftinguifh'd  with  Badges 
of  Slavery,  in  this  Manner.  As  to  his  other  Arguments 
about  the  general  Benefits,  which  will  accrue  to  the 
Nation  from  this  Scheme,  they  are  fo  contrary  to  Rea- 
fon,  Experience  and  Demonftration,  that  they  de- 
ferve  no  Anfwer. 

In  the  Conclufion  of  this  Paper,  the  Gentleman  re- 
cuis  to  his  former  Topick  of  Prerogative,  and  acquaints 
us  once  more  that  there  are  other  Cafes  between  the 
Crown  and  the  SubjecJ,  befides  Thofe  of  Excifes,  where 
the  latter  hath  not  the  Privilege  of  being  tried  by  a 
Jury.  I  have  faid  enough  upon  this  Head  already ; 
but  the  Gentleman  having  been  at  the  Trouble  of  con- 
fulting  his  Law-Books,  and  rummaging  up  an  old 
Statute,  which  He  feems  to  think  very  much  to  the 
Purpofe  i  it  may  be  thought  unfair,  perhaps,  to  let  it 
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pafs  intirely  without  Obfervation.  He  tells  us,  that  by 
the  Statute  of  ^  Hen.  8.  cap.  39.  every  Bond  made  to 
the  King  is  in  the  Nature  of  a  Statute  Staple.  Now  a 
Statute  Staple,  fays  He,  is  an  Inftrument,  or  AJfurance 
in  Law,  by  Vertue  of  which  the  Creditor  may  imme- 
diately have  Execution  againft  the  Body,  Lands  and 
Goods  of  the  Debtor,  upon  Non-payment,  without  being 
obliged  to  go  through  the  ordinary  Proceffes  of  the 
Law  ;  or  to  fubmit  his  Caufe  to  the  Determination  of  a 
Jury — But,  what  is  all  This  to  the  prefent  Purpofe  ? 
A  Statute  Staple  is  of  the  fame  Nature  with  what  is 
commonly  call'd  a  Bond  and  Judgment ;  by  which  We 
all  know  that  a  private  Creditor,  as  well  as  the  Crown, 
may  proceed  immediately  to  Execution ;  and  if  the 
Debtor  thinks  fit  to  preclude  Himfelf  from  a  legal  Trialj 
by  conf effing  Judgment,  it  is  his  own  Aft,  and  He  can- 
not blame  the  Law  for  it ;  but  how  can  This  be 
compared  to  the  Cafe  of  Excijes,  where  the  Trader  is 
deprived  of  this  Privilege  by  CohpuJKat,  and  with- 
out any  voluntary  Deed  from  Himlelf  ? 

The  Letter-Writer  tells  us  farther,  that  what  We  call 
a  dangerous  Innovation  is  as  old  as  the  Britifh  Mo- 
narchy itfelf-,  fSr  by  the  common  Law  the  King's 
Debtor,  or  Accomptant,  was  never  intitled  to  the 
Privilege  of  a  Trial  by  a  Jury  ;  but  his  Body,  Lands 
and  Goods  might,  at  the  firft  Inftance,  be  fwept  away  by 
an  Execution,  at  the  Suit  of  the  Crown. 

As  I  formerly  dedicated  fome  Part  of  my  Time  to 
the  Study  of  the  Law,  and  have  long  had  the  Honour 
to  be  a  Bencher  ofGrafs-Inn,  I  could  not  be  ignorant 
that  the  Crown,  in  ancient  Times,  was  indulged  with 
great  Advantages  over  every  Man,  who  was  indebted 
to  it.  I  have  already  pointed  out  the  Reafons,  which 
induced  our  Anceftors  to  grant  thefe  Indulgences,  or 
Prerogatives,  tothcCr0o>#;  yet,  even  in  thofe  Cafes, 
J  apprehend  that  the  Debt  muft  be  either  acknowledged 
by  Bond,  as  I  obferved  before,  or  proved  by  a  proper 
Inquijition ;  That  is,  a  Jury.  But  fuppofing  that  I  put 
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the  Cafe  a  little  too  general,  ( which  I  cannot  yet  fee 
any  Reafon  to  admit)  and  that  there  are  flill  fome  old 
Remnants  of  Prerogative,  which  deprive  the  Subjeft  of 
tbii  Right  in  particular  Cafes,  relating  to  the  Crown ; 
how  can  That  afFeft  the  Matter  in  Debate  ?  It  cannot 
be  denied,  I  am  fure,  that  in  the  Laws  ofCuftoms> 
properly  fo  call'd,  this  Right  of  Englijhmen  hath  been 
always  preferved  ;  and  therefore  the  Traders  aft  a 
very  wife  Part,  in  endeavouring  to  preferveThemlelves 
from  the  Power  of  another  Set  of  Laws,  by  which  it 
will  be  taken  away. 

The  Gentleman  proceeds,  in  his  next  Paper,  to  the 
Confideration  whether  Excifes  are  attended  with  fuch 
Hardfhips  on  the  Dealers  as  I  have  reprefented  ;  and 
begins  with  miftating  the  Subftance  of  my  Argument 
in  both  the  Articles,  which  He  undertakes  to  confider  ; 
for  We  find  Him  fumming  it  up  in  thefe  Words ;  that 
all  Delinquents  are  to  be  tried  by  Commiffioners,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown,  who  MUST  OF  CONSEQUENCE 
be  very  partial  and  fevere  in  all  Caufes,  that  They  are 
to  fit  in  Judgment  upon,  in  favour  of  the  Revenue  ; 
and  that  no  Man  is  admitted  to  have  a  full  Power  over 
hit  own  Goods,  'TILL  HE  HATH  PA  ID  THE  DUTY 
FOR  THEM. 

This,  I  fay,  is  a  direct  Mifreprefentation  of  the 
State  of  my  Argument,  on  both  Heads. — I  mall  begin 
with  that  Part,  which  relates  to  the  Commiffioners. 

And  here  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  it  was  the  ex- 
traordinary, unlimited  Power,  granted  to  the  Commif- 
Jtoners,  rather  than  the  Exercife  of  it,  which  I  made 
the  Subjeft  of  my  Complaint.  I  faid,  indeed,  that  We 
cannot  be  furprized  if  Perfons,  invefted  with  fuch  a 
Power,  under  JlriSt  Injunctions  to  make  the  Improve- 
ment of  the  Revenue  their  conftant  Study,  and  dependent 
~«n  the  T  leaf  lire  of  the  Crown  for  -the  Continuance  ef 
their  Places,  Jhould  MANY  TIMES  ail  tos  if  They 
thought  it  their  Duty  to  be  fevere ;  becaufe  the  more 
Fines  They  fay  upon  the  Subjeff,  the  more  Money  They 

bring 
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bring  into  the  King's  Coffers  ;  nor  that  bad  Men  may  be 
tempted  to  make  Ibis  the  Tenure,  by  which  They  hold 
their  Places.  This  is  the  Subftance  of  my  Complaint, 
on  the  firft  Article ;  and  I  ftill  think  it  founded  on 
irrefragable  Arguments.  But  does  This  amount  to  fay- 
ing, that  they  MUST  OF  CONSEQUENCE  be  very 
partial  and  fevere  in  ALL  CAUSES,  that  They  Jit  in 
Judgment  upon  in  Favour  of  the  Revenue? — It  muft 
furely  be  a  very  bad  Caufe,  which  ftands  in  need  of 
iuch  partial  and  fcandalous  Reprefentations  of  an  Ad- 
verfary1!,  Argument. 

Indeed,  the  Letter-Writer  tells  us,  that  this  Part  of 
the  Objection  againft  Exciles  is  founded  on  my  own  Sup- 
fojition,  without  even  attempting  to  produce  the  leaft 
Evidence  of  the  Rigour  and  Injuftice  I  complain  of,  to 
fupport  this  unfair  and  groundlefs  Aflertion. 

He  then  goes  on,  for  a  Page  or  two  together,  in  his 
old  exulting  Strain  ;  which  is  fo  very  remarkable,  that 
a  Quotation  of  Ibme  Part  of  it  will  be  necefiary  for  the 
better  Illuftration  of  my  Argument,  and  I  dare  fay 
will  prove  an  agreeable  Diverfion  to  the  Reader. 

"  I  fancy,   Jays  He,   every  Body  will   agree  with 
"  Me  in  This,  'however  They  may  differ  with  Me  in 
*'  other  Parts  of  this  Difpute ;    that  the  Gentleman, 
,  who  underftands  fo  well  to  inforce  and'  throw  the 
moft  trivial  and  Jlighteft  Circumftances,  which  make 
for  his  Argument,  in  the  Jlrongefl  Light,  would  not 
have  omitted   mentioning,    as  He   hath   done,    fo 
much  as  one  Jingle  Inftance,    wherein  the  Commif- 
Jtoners  ofExciJ'e  have  been  guilty  of  the  leaft  Partia- 
lity,  in  Prejudice   of  the  Subjefl It  ought  there- 
fore to    be  concluded,     by   every  reafonable  Man, 
that  there  cannot    be  found  one  Faft  amonglt  all 
thofe  various  Controverfies,  which  every  Day  arife, 
and  are  brought  in  Judgment  before  thofe  Gentlemen, 
to   ground    fuch   a   Complaint  upon  ;    becaufe,   if 
fuch  a  Thing   had  ever  happen'd,  it  is  impofiible  to 
iufpofe  that  /fcihould  not  ufe  his  utmoft  Care  and 
«•  Applicato» 
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**  Application  to  inform  Himfelf  fully  of  it;  who,  in 
"  all  other  Cafes,  is  fo  extremely  diligent  and  in  • 
"  duftrious  to  fift  out  every  little  Error,  or  Mi/lake, 
•'  which  He  imagines  hath  been  committed  in  any 
"  Branch  of  the  Adminiitration,  and  applauds  Himfelf 
"  fo  marveloufly  on  the  Difcovery.  —  I  will  make  no 
"  Reflections  upon  the  Difingenuity  of  a  Writer,  who 
"  pretends  to  have  nothing  but  the  publick  Good  in. 
"  View;  and  who  yet  can  fit  down  and  wilfully, 
"  and  confiderately,  without  even  fo  much  as  common 
C(  Report  to  juftify  Him  in  it,  endeavour  to  throw  an 
"  Odium  upon  a  great  Number  of  Gentlemen  ofFor- 
"  tune  and  Diftinftion,  as  fuch  abjecl:  Tools  of  Power, 
"  as  to  be  capable  of  doing  the  moil  flagrairt  Adls  of 
"  Injuftice. 

This  Gentleman  is  always  apt  to  found  a  Victory, 
before  He  hath  got  any  Share  of  the  Field  ;  as  it  moil 
unluckily  happens  at  prefent ;  for  can  my  Silcntr,  on 
this  Head,  or  not  producing  any  particular  Inftance  of 
Hardjbips,  tofupport  my  Complaint,  be  thought  a  con- 
clufive  Argument,  that  there  is  really  ho  fuck  Cafe  in 
Being,  notwithitanding  his  mreud  Remarks  on  my 
great  I/iduftry  and  Application  in  other  Cafes?  I  confined, 
myfelf,  in  that  Paper,  to  general  Topicks ;  and  reafon'd 
upon  the  Danger  of  ex  tending  fuch  a  Power  any  farther, 
as  inconfiftent  with  the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution.  This 
I  think  evident  beyond  all  Difpute  ;  for  fuppofing  that 
it  was  never  yet  applied  to  any  bad  Ufe  ;  can  We  pro- 
mife  ourfelves,  with  any  Affurance,  that  it  never  will ; 
or  be  pleafed  to  fee  fuch  a  Rod  always  hanging  over  our 
Heads  ?  I  wifli  this  Gentleman  would  be  pleaied  to  re- 
member the  Expreffion  of  his  Patron,  on  a  certain  me- 
morable Occafion,  relating  to  the  ARMY  j  viz  He, 
that  gives  the  POWER  OF  BLOOD,  gives  BLOOD  ; 
which  I  think  may  be  juftly  applied  to  other  Cafes  of 
Severity,  befides  Life  and  Death.  For  this  Reafon,  I 
contented  myfelf  with  arguing  upon  getter al  Principles, 
and  thought  fit  to  decline  the  invidious  Task  of  entering 
VOL.  X.  X  'into 
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into  Particulars ;  but  fince  the  Letter-Writer  hath  been 
pleafed  to  infift  fo  much  upon  this  Head,  and  toftrain  a 
Point  of  'Tend-ernefe  and  Candour  into  a  Proof  of  D//^ 
ingenuity  and  deliberate  Calumny,  againft  the  Conviction 
of  my  own  Miad  ;  I  am  obliged  in  Honour  to  juftify 
myfelf;  and  if  what  I  am  going  to  produce,  for  that 
Purpofe,  fliould  happen  to  prove  dilagreeable  to  the 
Gentlemen  of  tkc  Excife,  they  muft  thank  their  Ad- 
vocate for  it,  who  hath  made  it  ncceffary  to  my  own 
Vindication. 

The  Letter-Writer  therefore  muft  give  me  Leave  to 
ask  Him,  whether  He  never  law,  or  heard  of  a  certain 
^reatife,  intitlcd,  Remarks  on  the  horrible  Opprejfions, 
Infolences,  and  unjujtijiable  Partialities  of  the  COM- 
MISSIONERS OF  EXCISE  ;  with  feme  bijlorical  Col- 
left  ions  of  Matter  of  Faff. 

If  He  mould  be  an  utter  Stranger  to  this  Traft,  (  as 
He  ibcms  to  be,  by  his  Manner  ofReafoning)  I  mull 
acquaint  Him,  that  it  was  printed  in  the  Year  1706, 
and  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  the  Direction,  at  lealt,  of 
ilv.it  worthy  Magiftrate,  JOHN  FULLER,  Efq;  one  of 
the  /ale  Sheriffs  for  tbis  County. 

It  contains,  according  to  its  Title,  feveral  grievous 
Guides  of  Partiality,  Infolenee  and  Oppreffton,  againll 
the  Cwimiifioners  at  that  Time,  in  the  Execution  of 
their  Office  ;.  particularly  with  Relation  to  the  faid  Mr. 
fuller  and  Mr.  Macklcy,  two  eminent  Oilfillers ;  who, 
having  been  very  active  in  follicitingand  obtaining  fome 
Parliamentary  Regulations  cfthe  Excife,  in  Opposition 
to  the  Commtfffaiurs,  though  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Re- 
venue, were  violently  profecuted,  upon  falie  Accufations, 
(as  it  is  allcdged  )  by  tine faid CcaimiffHmprr. 

The  particular  Circurnitances  of  both  their  Cafes  are 
related  with  fuch  Afperity  of  Expreffion,  in  the  Book 
now  before  me,  that  I  chufe  to  omit  them;  and  mall 
only  obfcrve  that  Mr.  Fuller**  Daughter,  whole  Goods 
had  been  diftra'm'd  upon  an  Information,  recovcr'd 
Damages  and  Cofts  of  Suit  from  the  Officers  employ'd 
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jn  it  ;  and  chat  Mr.  Mackley,  being  charged  with  cor- 
rupting an  Officer,  was  honourably  acquitted  at  the  Old 
Baity ;  where  He  \vas  try'J  upon  an  Indiftmenr,  by 
Way  of  Ignominy  ;  not  being  allow'd  to  remove  the 
Caufe,  by  Certiorari,  to  a  fuperior  Court ;  though  He 
requelted'  it  of  the  Copimtffioners,  in  a  very  humble 
Manner. 

The  fame  Charge  of  Partiality,  Infolence  and  Op- 
prejjion,  in  the  Conduct  of  tkoj'e  Officers,  is  fupportcd 
by  fever  a  I  other  Liftances,  at  the  End  of  this  Book  -f 
which  1  fhall  like  wife  iubjoin,  by  Way  of  *  Appendix 
to  theie  Papers,  for  the  Information  and  Curiofity  of  the 
Publick.  I  cannot,  indeed,  take  upon  my  felf  to  vouch 
for  the  Truth  of  the  Cafes,  as  They  are  here  flated  ;  but  I 
publifh  Them,  as  I  find  Them  ;  and  They  will  ferve, 
at  leaft,  to  deitroy  the  Letter-Writer's  Charge  againil 
me,  of  endeavouring  to  throw  an  Odium  upon  Gentlemen 
of  Fortune  and  Diflinclion,  without  even  jo  much  a* 
COMMON  REPORT  tojuftify  me  in  it. 

I  am  inform'd,  by  Letter,  of  another  Cafe,  which 
deferves  mentioning.  The  Commiffiwen  of  Excife  en- 
ter'd  Judgment  for  a  large  Sum  of  Money,  againfUFr///'^ 
Green  Elq ;  an  eminent  Brewer,  long  ii-nce  dead  ;  but 
upon  Notice  that  He  defign'd  to  petition  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  againft  Them,  They  reveried  the  Judgment, 
by  writing  under  it  erroneous.  •  However,  Mr.  Grcttt 
petition'd;  upon  which  Occafion,  as  J  am  inform'd, 
.that  remarkable  Claufe  was  inferred  in  an  .Adi,  for  dif- 
abling  the  Comtniffivners  of  Excife  from  fitting  in  the 
HouJ'e  of  Commons,  and  inflifting  a  lev  ere  Penalty  on 
their  Under-Ojjiccrs,  in  Caie  They  mould  endeavour  to 
influence  Voters,  in  Elections  for  Members  of  Parliament. 

As  to  the  Commijjioners  being  Gentlemen  of  Fortune 
and  Dfiififlion,  it  is  quite  foreign  to  the  Purpole  j  for  no 
Man  ought  to  be  truiled  with  arbitrary  Power  ;  not 
even  the  King  Him'elr" ;  nor  does  our  Conftitutiott  in  veil 

,  N°   i. 
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Him  with  it.  Shall  a  Subjeft  therefore,  a  fubordinate 
Minifter,  of  whatever  Fortune  or  Dijiinftion  He  may  be, 
enjoy  a  greater  Plenitude  of  Power  than  Majefty  itfcJf; 
especially,  when  We  confider  that  the  Duty,  of  a  pre- 
farteus  Office  may  induce  Him  to  a6t  contrary  to  his 
natural  Inclinations  ?  — —  It  is  too  much  like  the  Cafe  of 
the  Frogs  in  the  Fable,  when  Jupiter  placed  a  Stork  to 
rule  over  them >  but  We  ought  to  remember  that  This 
was  done  for  their  Punifiment,  not  their  Proteftion. 

I  do  not  apply  This  to  the  prefent  CommiJJloners ; 
and  am  far  from  intending  to  accufe  Them  of  any  fucb 
Opprcjfions,  Infoknces,  or  Partialities,  as  were  laid  to  the 
Charge  of  their  Predecejfor,s.  On  the  contrary,  I  am 
willing  to  believe  Them,  in  general,  as  worthy  Gentle- 
menus  ever  fill'd  that  Board;  and  One  of  Them  having 
formeily  been  a  Trader  Himfelf,  though  now  advanced 
to  luch  a  Poft  of  Diftinfiion ;  Thofe,  whom  He  hath 
Heft  behind  Him  in  Bafmefs,  may  depend  upon  all  the 
Indulgence  and  Lenity,  which  the  Duty  of  his  Office 
will  admit ;  for  I  muft  repeat  my  Apprehenfions,  in 
this  Place,  that  thefc  Gentlemen  are  not  at  Liberty  to 
conftrue  Things  yi  the  n\Qft.favourabIe  Senfe,  as  it  is  the 
Duty  of  other  Judges  to  do,  in  criminal  Cafes ;  but  are 
obliged,  even  by  the  Oath  They  take  to  turn  the  Bal- 
lance,  in  all  doubtful  Points,  on  the  Side  of  the  Revenue. 

Give  me  Leave  to  mention  only  one  Cafe,  which  is 
ftill  fre/h  in  our  Memories ;  I  mean  the  famous  POT 
ACT  ;  by  which  all  Viftualkrs,  Inn-holders  and  Re- 
tailers of  Beer,  or  Ale,  were  obliged  to  pay  a  certain 
yearly  Sum,  ro  be  fix'd  at  the  Dilcretion  of  the  Com- 
niJJionerseftbeExdfe,  for  a  Licence  to  fell  the  faid  Li- 
quors; in  Confideration  of  which  a  Claufe  was  inferted, 
for  their  Benefit,  prohibiting  Them  to  fend  any  Pots  out 
ef  their  Houfes,  or  any  Quantity  of  Liquor  lefs  than  a 
Gallon  ;  which  being  found  prejudicial  to  their  Bufi- 
ncfs,  is  fince  repeal'd,  and  only  the  pecuniar)  Part  of  the 
Aft  remains  in  Force.  But  the  Cafe  I  mean  was  as 
follows. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  TrueLy,  an  eminent  Vintner  in  St.  PaufsCburcb- 
IFard,  was  fummon'd  before  the  Commijfioners,  upon 
ibis  AH  ;  beinp  accufed  of  having  made  a  Bill,  in  which 
He  charged  Bread;  from  whence  it  was  concluded  that 
He  did  not  give  his  ftn all 'Beer  away  j  though  I  am  told 
it  was  not  fpccify'd  under  any  particular  Article.  This 
being  proved  by  the  Evidence  of  an  Informer,  He  was 
convicted,  and  forced  to  take  out  a  Licence  ;  as  all  Per- 
fons  of  the  fame  Prof  effort  have  been  likewiie  obliged  to 
do  fince. 

It  was  the  general  Opinion,  at  that  Time,  that  none 
but  fifiua//erst  Inn-keepers,  and  Retailers  of  Beer  were 
defign'd  by  the  Ltgfflatvre  to  be  included  in  this  Aft ; 
and  as  They  are  neither  particularly  mention'd  in  it, 
nor  could  poffibly  receive  any  Benefit  by  it ;  I  mult 
leave  the  World  to  judge  whether  the  fame  Interpreta- 
tion would  have  been  put  upon  it,  by  a  Jury  in 
Weflminfler-Hall. 

I  have  likevvife  received  many  Letters  from  Perfbns 
of  different  Trades  (fuch  as  Brewers,  Diftillcrs,  Starch- 
Makers,  Tallow-Chandlers,  &c. )  complaining  of  great 
Hardfhips  and  Severities  in  the  Management  of  their 
Bufmcfs,  by  the  Laws  of  Excife  ;  but  as  They  do  not 
immediately  affedl  the  prefrnt  Point,  concerning  the 
farther  Extenfion  of  tbefe  La:vs,  it  may  be  thought 
needlefs  to  trouble  the  Reader  with  any  of  their  par- 
ticular Cafes.  I  mall  only  observe  that  all,  or  moil  of 
theft  Accounts  were  occafion'd,  as  my  Correfponcents  in- 
form, me,  by  the  Letter-Writers  Affertion,  that  not  one 
Example  can  be  produced  of  anyfucb  Hardfl.n£s,  and  that 
the  Com mrffi oners  are,  and  have  always  been,  rather 
favourable  to  the  Trader  than  the  Crown. 

To  Thefe  I  may  add  the  late  publick  Declarations 
of  the  principal  Druggifts  and  Grocers  in  this  City ; 
fctting  forth  their  great  Hardfhips  and  Sufferings  by  the 
Laws  of  Excife  ;  which  have  already  induced  fome  of 
Them  to  leave  off  their  Trade,  and  will  oblige  others 
$0  do  the  fame,  if  They  mould  be  farther  extended. 

X  3  And 
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And  here  I  muft  obferve  that  the  Letter-Writer  had 
the  confurnmate  Affursnce  to  aflert,  that  the  fevercft 
and  mo  ft  obnoxious  Claufes  in  the  Excife-A£l  upon  Tea, 
€SV.  were  advifed  by  the  principal  Druggifts  in  Town, 
who  were  consulted  upon  that  Occafion.  This  is  fo 
fhamelefs  a  Falfity  and  fuch  an  Infult  on  the  common 
Understandings,  as  well  as  the  Misfortunes  of  thofe 
Gentlemen,  that  They  have  thought  fit  to  undeceive  the 
World,  and  purge  Themfelves,  in  the  flrongeft  Manner, 
from  fuch  an  Imputation,  by  a  publick  Certificate  in  all 
the  News-Papers  ;  which  the  Reader  may  likewife  find 
in  the  *  Appendix. 

Let  the  World  therefore  judge  whether  FACT  and 
Ex  P  E  R  i  E  N  c  E  are  not  the  Letter- Writer's  old  and  con- 
ftant  Enemies,  rather  than  mine. 

I  do  not  lay  any  of  thefe  Hardships,  as  I  obferved 
before,  to  the  Charge  of  the  prefent  Commijji  oners,  who 
are  obliged  to  execute  the  Laws,  as  They  find  Them.  It 
is  the  Power  itfclf,  of  which  We  complain,  to  whomfb- 
cver  it  may  be  delegated  ;  and  therefore  nothing  can  be 
more  ridiculous  than  the  Letter-Writer '/  Reafonings,  in 
Favour  of  fuch  fa  Power,  from  the  perfonal  Characters, 
or  Circumitances  of  the  Gentlemen  in  that  Commijjion. 
He  might  as  well  have  argued  that  the  Lazvs  of  Excife 
do  not  deprive  us  of  the  anticnt  Method  of  TryaJ,  eita- 
blim'd  by  Magna  Charta,  becaufe  the  Commijfioners 
hold  their  Court  in  the  OLD  Ju  RY. 

In  the  remaining  Part  of  this  Paper,  the  Gentleman 
undertakes  to  fhew  the  Preference  of  Excife  Laws,  when 
compared  to  Thole  of  Cuftoms,  from  fevcral  confider- 
able  Circumftances,  in  Favour  of  \heformer. 

One  is  taken  fiom  the  dilatory  and  expenfive  Forms 
of  Proceeding  in  the  Courts  QtWeftminJler-Hall't  which 
He  calls  an  infupportable  Grievance  to  the  Subjeft.  •  I  am 
afraid  there  is  too  much  Reafon  for  this  heavy  Cenfure 
on  the  modern  Practice  ef  the  Law  j  but  I  hope  We  do 

*  Seethe  Appendix,  Numb.  2, 
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not  yet  Hand  in  need  of  fo  defperate  a  Remedy  as  the 
fummary  Procefs  of  the  Ex  fife  Laws ;  which  I  appre- 
hend to  be  infinitely  worfe  than  the  Difeafe  itfelf.  Be- 
fides,  this  Grievance  is  common  to  all  Cafes  of  Property, 
as  well  as  the  Revenue ;  and  therefore  his  Argument 
will  hold  equally  ftrong  for  putting  the  Execution  of  all 
our  Laws  into  the  fame  compendious  Method,  Nay,  it 
will  ferve  to  juftify  the  Proceedings  of  a  Star-Chamber, 
an  Inqirifition,  or  any  other  arbitrary  Court  whatfoever. 

Another  Circumftance,  alledged  by  this  Writer,  in 
Favour  of  Excifes,  is  the  Power  repofed  in  the  Commif- 
Jioncrs,  to  mitigate  the  Severity  of  the  Law,  by  remitting 
the  Penalties  of  it,  either  in  whole,  or  in  Part,  as  They 
think  fit,  after  Conviclion ;  and  This,  fays  He,  the 
'Barons  of  the  Exchequer  are  not  authorized  to  do.  Now, 
if  This  is  any  Grievance  to  the  Subjeft,  in  Weftminfter- 
Hall,  how  eafily  might  it  be  remedy'd,  without  an 
Excife,  by  only  giving  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  the 
fame  Power  ?  But  in  my  Apprehenfion,  This  is  fb  far 
from  being  an  Argument,  in  Favour  of  Excife  Laws, 
that  it  is  one  of  the  moft  material  Objections  againft 
Them  ;  as  it  puts  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Commijponers 
to  favour  fame  Men,  and  opprefs  others,  juft  as  They 
may  happen  to  be  fway'd  by  Friendjhip,  or  Hatred ', 
by  Self-intereft,  Party-Prejudice,  thefefret  Influence  of 
a  Minifter,  or  any  other  bad  Motives.  — —  There  have 
been  many  Complaints  of  this  Kind  ;  and  I  will  appeal 
to  every  impartial  Man,  whether  fuch  a  difcretionary 
Power  may  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  fome  Influence  over 
Elections  f 

We  have  been  often  told  that  Juftices  of  Peace  have 
the  fame  Power  in  the  Country,  which  the  Commijfioners 
have  in  London.  This  is  partly  true,  and  partly  not  fo  ; 
for  the  Office  may  fend  Sub-CommiJfioners  into  the 
Country,  if  They  pleafe;  and  They  would  certainly  do 
it,  if  the  Service  of  the  Revenue  required  it.  The 
Juflices,  indeed,  do  the  Bufinefs  for  them  at  prefent ; 
and,  I  fuppofe,  to  Satisfaction ;  but  even  this  Power  is 

Bti 


248         A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 

not  in  Favour  of  the  Subject  ;  for  Juftices  of  ib*  Peace 
are  nominated  by  the  Crown,  and  removeable  atPleafure, 
like  the  ComtniJJi  oners  of  Excife.  Belides,  the  Officer^ 
being  the  Complainant}  in  all  fuch  Cafe?,  may  chufe 
their  Juftices  ;  and  God  knows  there  is  a  material  Dif- 
ference between  Them  in  rnoft  Counties,  as  well  as  in 

Middlefex. Iftbefe  Magistrates,  indeed,  were  cho:en 

by  the  People,  as  They  were  formerly,  there  would  be 
fome  Force  in  the  Argument  ;  but  as  the  Cafe  Hands  at 
prefent,  it  is  no  more  to  the  Purpole  than  any  of  the 
reft. 

The  greateft  Part  of  the  *  ttext  Paper  is  another  grofs 
Evafion  of  the  Argument  j  for  He  fuppofe?  me  to  com- 
plain of  not  having  our  Goods  at  our  own  Difpofal  TILL 
We  have  paid  the  Duty  ;  whereas  the  Argument  is,  as 
plain  as  Words  can  make  it,  that  We  have  not  a  Power 
over  our  own  Good?,  even  AFTER  the  Duty  is  paid-\, 
Such  a  poor  Piece  of  Sophiilry  deferves  no  other  Notice 
than  barely  pointing  it  out  to  common  Obfervation.  But 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  examine  fome  particular  Paflages 
in  it,  relating  to  the  traders. 

The  Gentleman  is  pleafed  to  ask,  whether  the  Laws  of 
Excife  lay  the  Trader  under  greater  Hardjbips,  in  this 
Rej'peft,  than  the  Laws  of  the  Cuftoms  ? —  To  which 
He  gives  Him'elf  this  Anfwer ;  certainly  They  do  not ; 
and,  to  fupport  his  AfTertion,  He  gives  us  an  Extraft 
from  the  famous  Tea-Afl,  fo  often  mention'd  ;  by  which 
He  would  have  it  concluded  that  the  Officers  of  Ex- 
tife  are  not  impower'd,  by  that  Aft,  to  enter  Houfe.*, 
and  carry  away  any  Goods  They  may  find,  fuppofed 
not  to  have  paid  the  Duty,  without  zfpecial  Warrant 
from  the  Commiffioners,  or  feme  Jufiice  of  Peace ;  where- 
as, if  He  had  thought  fit  to  have  recited  the  preceeding 
Claufe  of  the  fame  Aft,  it  would  have  appear'd  that  the 
Officers  of  the  IN  LAND  DUTIES  (as  They  are  there 
ftiled )  are  impower'd  from  Time  to  Time,  in  tbe  Day- 

*  Courant,  Dec.  z.        f  See  Page  14  of 'this  Volume. 
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Timet  to  enter  all  Wareboufes,  &c.  and  if  refufed  En- 
trance, or  otherwife  obftrutted,  in  executing  the  Powers 
and  Authorities  of  this  Aft,  the  Forfeiture  is  no  lefs  than 
I  oo  I.  for  every  Offence. 

When  the  Letter-Writer  hath  garbled  the  Statute  to 
his  Purpofe,  in  this  Manner,  He  ieems  to  think  Him- 
felf  fure  of  the  Day  again,  and  cries  out  in  Triumph ; 
let  us  now  fee  whether  the  Laws,  relating  to  the  CUS- 
TOMS, are  more  tender,  or  favourable  to  the  Merchant, 
or  Trader,  than  Tbofe  relating  to  the  EXCISE  ;  and  to 
prove  that  They  are  not,  He  quotes  a  Claufe  of  an  Aft, 
12  Car.  lid.  Cap.ic).  but  in  the  Recital  of  it,  accord- 
ing to  his  Cultom  of  Quotation,  changes  the  Word  MUST 
for  MAY,  leaves  out  the  Word  ONLY,  and  omits  any 
Mention  of  a  Claufe  in  the  faid  Aft,  by  which  COSTS 
and  DAMAGES  are  allow'd,  if  the  Information  prove 
falfe.  t 

This  being  the  Faft,  our  Author's  Arguments,  to 
fhew  that  the  Laws  of  the  Cttftoms  are  equally  grievous 
to  the  trader  as  the  Laws  of  Excife,  muft  fall  to  the 
Ground^. 

I  have  examined  the  Laws  of  the  Cuftoms,  as  well  as 
Thofe  ofExcife,  and  given  the  Preference  to  the  former,  as 
I  found  fufficient  Reafon  ;  for  let  the  Forfeitures,  on  a 
Breach  of  Them,  be  never  fo  great ;  They  are  far  fhort 
of  the  Penalties,  annex'd  to  the  other ;  and  if  any  Goods 
are  feized,  under  Pretence  that  the  Duty  hath  not  been 
paid,  though  the  Onus  probandi  generally  lies  on  the 
Owner,  yet  He  is  try'd  by  a  Jury,  and  not  by  Crown- 
Officers. 

But  the  Gentleman  infills  upon  it  {till  that  thele  Laws 
are  abundantly  mare  rigorous,  in  a  Multitude  oflnflances, 
than  the  Laws  of  Exciie.  —  We  mult  therefore  attend 
Him  a  little  farther. 

The  three  Claufes,  which  He  cites,  ( the  firft  from 
the  Aft  of  the  \zthofCharIes  Hd,  Cap.  \<)tb  and  the 
two  other  from  that  of  the  \yh  and  \$ib  of  the  fame 
King  Cap.  i  \  th. )  are  not  to  the  Point  j  lince  They  give 
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the  Officer  no  Power  over  any  Man's  Goods,  after  the 
Duties  are  paid,  which  is  the  Thing  I  ailertedj  and 
it  is  V'~ry  extraordinary  to  lind  Him  quo; ing  another 
Claufe  in  the  loft  A?,  r.r>d  Virging  it  as  a  Pioof  tbat 
cuftomable  Commodities  car.:.-,  !-e  moved  without  a 
Permit,  eny  no;-'  ib.m  exciieable  ones ;  whereas  this 
Clau'e  was  calrulaied  for  a  quite  diffeient  End ;  for 
•when  thai s!3  \~\\  m?;r!e,  all  Goods  exported  paid  Duty, 
and  the  Warrart^  or  Softer  ante,  was  only  for  carrying 
them  by  Sea  from  one  Port  to  another.  It-is  CJsiuje 
therefore  was  de.urn'd,  when  the  A3  was  firft  made, 
to  ferve  another  Pur  pole,  as  it  does  now;  That  is,  to 
prove  at  the  Port,  to  which  the  Goods  were  carried, 
that  They  had  paid  Cuftom  at  the  Port,  from  v,  hence 
They  came  ;  but  if  thefe  Gooch  had  been,  or  were  to 
have  been  fent  by  Land  from  one  Place  to  another, 
no  fuch  Warrant,  or  Sufferance  was  required,  or 
neceflkry. 

The  Gentleman  feems  to  be  very  much  prefs'd  for 
Arguments,  when  He  produces  another  Clauie  of  the 
faid  Aft,  of  the,  13^  and  i^th  of  Charles  the  lid,  to 
'prove  that  by  the  Laws  cfCtiftams,  as  well  as  by  the 
Laws  ofExfife,  Offenders  are  punim'd  in  a  fummarj 
Way,  without  a  Trial  by  a  Jury ;  for  let  us  confider 
the  Nature  of  ibis  Claufe.  It  is  a  Clauie  to  fecure  the 
Duties  of  Cuftom  s,  by  preventing  the  Landing  of  Goods, 
BEFORE  the  Duties  are  paid,  and  declaring  tbat  no 
Goods,  upon  which  any  Cuftoms  are  due,  Jlall  be 
brought  on  Shore,  or  carrfd  on  board  any  Ship  outward- 
faund,  without  a  Wana'nt,  or  in  the  Prcfct;ce  of  an 
Officer,  under  the  Penalty  of  100  1.  to  the  Mafter,  or 
Purjer  of  the  faid  Ship,  and  the  Wharfinger,  where 
the  Goods  are  landed;  and  farther  declaring  tbat  if  ary 
Carman,  Perter,  Waterman,  or  ether  Perfen  jo  cjft  ;;//'- 
ing,  being  apprehended  by  the  Warrant  of  any  jufticc 
of  the  Town,  City,  or  Borough,  where  the  Faff  is  com- 
mitted, (the  fame  being  proved  by  Evidence  cf  two 
Witnefies  on  Oath)  frail  be  fent  to  Gaol,  until' He  or 
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Tbty  find  Security  for  their  good  Behaviour,  &c.  and 
iff  bey  offend  a  Jecond  Time,  to  be  committed  to  Prifon 
for  two  Months,  and  to  forfeit  5  1.  to  tbeUfe  of  his 
Mi.'jefty.  —  Is  This  any  Parallel  to  the  Method  of  lining 
the  Trader,  in  a  fummary  Way,  •  at  the  Difcretion  of 
the  CommiJJioners  ? 

I  never  laid  that  the  Cujlom-houfe  Laws  were  un- 
exceptionable, or  in  no  refpedl  hard  upon  Trade.  I 
have  often  acknowledged  the  contrary  ;  though  much 
lefs  ievere  than  the  Lam  ofExcife ;  but  if  there  are 
fome  few  Inilances,  where  the  former  come  up,  in  any 
Degree,  to  the  Severity  of  the  latter,  it  can  be  of  no 
Weight  againft  our  general  Argument,  but  only  proves 
how  ftrittly  the  poor  Trader  is  tethev'd  down  both 
by  one  and  the  other. 

If  this  Projctt  is  fo  much  for  the  Intcreft  of 'Com- 
merce (a?  the  Letter-Writer  informs  us)  that  nobody 
could  reajfaably  wijh  for,  nor  human  Wifdom  form  a 
Scheme,  more  for  the  Eafe  and  Advantage  of  the  fair 
frailer  ;  why  is  it  not  made  publick,  for  the  Satif- 
faftion  of  the  Merchants,  and  to  eafe  Them  of  thofe 
dreadful  Apprehenfions,  which  They  conceive  from  it 
at  prelent  ?  For  it  is  manifeftly  their  Opinion  that 
any  new  Excises  or  any  farther  Extcnfson  of  Excife 
Laws,  under  any  Name  or  Pretence  whatsoever,  will 
be  not  only  prejudicial  to  the  Trade,  Manufactures  and 
Navigation,  but  dangerous  to  the  Liberties  of  the  whole 
Kingdom. 

The  Preamble  to  the  Ordinance  of  Parliament,  for 
continuing  the  Excife,  during  our  civil  Wars,  is  as 
little  to  the  Purpose  as  any  of  his  other  Arguments; 
for  though  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  there"  were  as 
many  glorious  Ajfzrtors  of  Liberty  in  that  Parliament, 
as  perhaps  ever  met  in  a'  popular  Aflembly ;  yet  it  is 
evident  that  nothing  but  the  utmofl  Neceffity  could  have 
induced  Them  to  take  fucb  a  Method  of  raijing  Money. 
This,  1  think,  appears  very  plain  from  the  Rempn- 
Jtrance  of  Parliament  in  the  Year  16265  which  not 
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only  condemns  the  Kings  CommiJJion  as  illegal,  becaufe 
without  the  Confent  of  the  People,  but  fhews  their 
IXflike  to  the  Method  of  Taxation  itfelf.  It  is  likewise 
evident  from  the  Disturbances  in  London,  as  I  ob- 
ferved  before,  that  an  Exclfe  was  extremely  difguitful 
to  the  People;  though  raifed  for  the  Support  of  a 
Caufe,  to  which  They  were  generally  inclined.;  and 
even  ^.Parliament  itfelf  feem'd,  at  lea  ft  tacitly,  to 
condemn  fucb  Taxes,  by  discontinuing  them,  as  foon 
as  the  War  was  over.  NeceJJity  therefore  having  driven 
Them  into  this  Method,  it  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that 
They  mould  endeavour  to  glofs  it  over  with  plaufible 
Colours,  in  the  Preamble  to  their  Ordinance,  eitablmYd 
for  that  Purpofe. 

I  have  now  confider'd  all  the  material  Objections, 
which  the  Letter-Writer  hath  made  to  our  general 
Argument  againfl  Excifes ;  for  his  Succeeding  Papers 
contain  nothing  elfe  but  Repetitions  of  the  fame  Things, 
or  little  Cavils,  of  fo  trifling  a  Nature,  that  I  mall  be 
very  fhort  in  my  Remarks  upon  them. 

He  tells  u?,  J*  that  a  very  illuftrious  Writer,  of  the 
loft  Age,  batb'ob/erved  that  a  Tax  ought  never  to  be 
thought  a  Burthen  upon  any  Body  but  the  Confumer ;  for 
the  Trader  reap!  a  Eeneft  by  it.  —  Whoever  this  illu- 
firicus  Gentleman  might  be,  I  dare  fay  He  did  not 
recommend  the  Collection  of  Taxes  by  Excife  Laws  ; 
which  is  the  Point  inDifpute;  but  if  He  did,  it  is 
plain  that  He  had  as  little  Regard  for  Liberty,  as  Know- 
ledge of  Trade,  which  depends  upon  it. 

He  is  pleafed  to  imagine,  that  if  an  Attempt  Jbould 
be  made,  the  next  Sejfion  of  Parliament,  to  convert  feme 
Part  of  our  Cuftoms  into  Excifes,  there  would  be  few 

CONSIDERABLE   MERCHANTS,     or  DEALERS,     that 

would  think  it  for  their  Advantage  to  oppofe  it. — And, 
in  -f  another  Paper,  He  tells  us,  that  He  is  inform  d 
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the  VIOST  CONSIDERABLE  TRADERS  in  England 
mould  be  glad  that  fuch  a  Scheme  would  take  EJfcEt. 
—  I  wifh  the  Gentleman  had  acquainted  us  from  whom 
He  received  this  Information  ;  or  where  this  mofl  con- 
fiderable  Body  lyes  incog  ;  for  hitherto  They  have  not 
thought  fit  to  reveal  Themfelves.  The  principal  Mer- 
chants and  Traders  in  Wine,  Tobacco  and  Sugar,  as 
well  as  in  feveral  Commodities  already  excifed,  not 
only  in  London  and  Southwark,  but  likewife  in  feveral 
diftant  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  have  already  declared 
againfl  this  Scheme,  in  the  mod  publick  Manner  ;  and 
it  is  expecled  that  others  will  foon  follow  their  Example. 
It  is  therefore  high  Time  for  the  Letter-Writer  to  pro- 
duce his  Party  ;  and  I  wifh  that  their  moft  conjidefable 
Traffick  may  not  be  found  to  confift  in  Stocks,  Penfions 
and  Places. 

My  Extracts  from  the  Writings  of  Dr.  I?  AV  en  ant, 
on  this  Subject,  are  in ti rely  millaken  by  the  Letter- 
Writer,  as  well  as  the  End,  for  which  I  quoted  them ; 
fince,  even  in  the  earlieft  Times,  there  was  certainly. a 
great  Consumption  of  Commodities,  in  this  Kingdom, 
though  but  little  Trade  ;  and  yet  our  Ancellors  would 
never  come  into  this  Method  of  raifing  Money.  Beilde.', 
I  acknowledged  that  Dr.  D'Avftiant  made  no  Distinc- 
tion between  Cuftoms  and  Excifes,  but  confounded 
Them  together,  under  the  general  Name  of  Loads  upon 
Induftry ;  and  therefore  the  Gentlemafl  might  have 
Spared  his  Remarks,  upon  that  Head. 

It  is  certain  that  when  Duties  ofCu/lorns  were  fir/I 
laid  on  Trade,  the  Money  arifing  from  them  was  in- 
tended for  the  Protection  of  wtMertbant,  This  is 
evident  from  all  our  antic ht  Laws,  for  laying  Impo- 
fitions  on  Goods  imported  and  exported;  nay,  even  ib 
lately  as  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  2d,  This 
appears  to  be  the  Scnfe  of^  Parliament ;  for  in  the 
Preamble  to  the  Aft  of  the  1 2th  of  that  Reign,  it  is 
faid  that  the  Commons  refojing  a  Truft  in  his  Majefty 
for  guarding  the  Seas  againft  all  Perfons,  who  may  en- 
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deavour  to  difturb  cur  Trade,  £c.  They  grant  the 
Tonnage  and  Poundage.  — But  whether  it  was  prudent 
in  the  Letter-Writer  to  infift  upon  this  Topick,  let  tire 
Reader  judge. 

His  Arguments  from  the  Practice  of  Holland,  as  a 
Pattern  for  Great  Britain,  are  fo  extremely  weak,  and 
have  been  fo  fully  anfwer'd  already  in  *  one  of  my 
former  Papers,  that  I  Ihall  only  add  an  Obfervation  of 
Mr.  de  Wit;  who  fays  diredlly,  that  the  great  Duties 
and  Excifes  on  the  Trade  0f  Holland  have  hinder V?  the 
Enlargement  of  it ;  and,  if  net  taken  Care  of  in 
Time,  will  be  the  Lofs  of  its  Commerce. 

I  never  defign'd  to  infinuate,  as  the  Gentleman  is 
pleafed  to  ftate  my  Argument,  that  the  Subject  ought 
not  to  pay  either  Cuftoms,  or  Excifes ;  but  that  neither 
of  Them  ought  to  be  ftretch'd  fo  high,  as  to  deftroy 
Trade,  by  which  only  They  can  be  paid,  and  the 
Government  fupported. 

He  hath  likewife  tnken  a  great  deal  of  unneccflary 
Pains  to  prove  that  the  Dependence  of  the  Crown  on  the 
Subject,  for  it f  Support,  is  more  eligible,  in  a  free 
Country,  than  the  Dependence  of  the  Subject  on  the 
Crown,  for  their  Properties.  This,  I  fay,  was  un- 
neceflary ;  becaufe  I  admitted  it,  in  my,  Argument, 
under  the  Suppofuion  that  We  might  always  rely  on 
a  wife  and  ttncorrupt  Parliament. 

But  though  the  axtient  Tenures  and  Services,  by 
which  our  Anceftors  held  their  Eftates,  gave  the 
Crown  an  exorbitant  Power,  which  is  now  happily 
abolifh'd ;  it  docs  not,  in  the  leait,  afted  my  Argu- 
ment, that  our  Debts,  Taxes  and  Officers  have  given 
the  Crown  another  Kind  of  Power,  unknown  to  cur 
forefathers. 

'  The  Letter-Writer  aflbrts  that  We  had  no  Liberty 
before  the  Revolution ;  which  I  deny  ;  but  fuppofing  it  to 
be  true,  is  That  a  Reafbn  for  our  giving  it  up,  at  prelent  ? 

*  Set  the  Argument,  p.  59. 
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The  People  of  England  have,  no  Doubt,  acquired 
great  Advantages  by  their  late.,  glorious  Struggles  for 
Liberty  ;  which  They  have  purchaied  at  an  immense 
Price  of  Blood  andTreafure  ;  and  therefore  They  ought 
to  be  the  more  cautious  of  lofing  it  again. 

At  length,  this  Writer  is  obliged  to  *  acknowledge, 
that  although  the  Confumer  bears  the  Burthen  of  every 
Tax,  yet  his  Interelt  and  That  of  the  fair  Trader  are  fo 
tlofely  connected  and  blended  together,  that  //  is  almoft 
imfqjfible  to  feparate,  or  diftinguijb  Them  from  one  ano- 
ther ;  but  his  Method  of  explaining  This  is  equally- 
extraordinary  with  his  other  Reifonings ;  for  though  it 
muil  be  confefs'd  that  the  Practice  of  Smuggling  is  very 
injurious  to  the  fair  Trader,  as  well  as  to  the  Revenue, 
by  enabling  the  cLindefline  Dealer  to  fell  the  {ameGoods 
cheaper,  and  thereby  Icjfening  his  Trade  j  I  cannot  ap- 
prehend it  to  be  a  neceJjTary  Confequence,  that  He  muft 
be  obliged  to  enhance  the  Value  of  Them,  in  Proportion 
as  He  finds  the  Demands  for  Them  leffen'd,  and  that 
the  fmaller  the  Quantity  is  of  any  Thing  He  fells,  the 
greater  muft  be  the  Price,  that  He  muft  have  for  it.  — 
According  to  this  Doctrine,  the  Price  of  Commodities 
muft  be  proportion'd  to  the  Extent  of  the  Trader's 
Buftnefs  >  without  any  Regard  to  the  Plenty,  <x  Scarcity, 
or  to  the  Pent  and  Demand  for  them  ;  which  is  con- 
trary to  all  the  Experience  of  Trade,  fince  the  World 
begun. 

On  the  other  Hand,  I  apprehend  that  the  Practice 
of  Running  Goods  obliges  the  fair  Trader  to  jink  bis 
Price,  in  order  to  keep  fome  Pace  with  the  clandejline 
Dealer ;  and  therefore  immediately  affeds  Him,  in  the 
moit  fenfible  Manner ;  though  I  am  ready  to  allow 
that  the  Confumer  may  feel  it,  at  lalt,  in  the  Deficien- 
cies of  the  Revenue. 

For  this  Reafon,  I  believe  the  Merchant,  Importer  and 
fair  Trader  would  willingly  concur  in  any  reafonable 

*  Courant,  Dec.  ibth. 
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Meafures,  for  putting  an  End  to  this  clandeftine  'Traff.ck ; 
but  \f  the  cheaper  any  Commodity  is  fold,  the  more  of  it 
will  be  confumed,  They  can  never  agree  to  an  Excife, 
which  will  certainly  make  Them  dearer  j  and  con'e- 
quently  encourage  Smuggling  ;  for  notwithflanding  the 
Letter-Writer's  poor  Fallacy,  it  is  as  demonftrable  as 
any  Proportion  in  Euclid,  that  this  mifcbievousPraflice 
is  chiefly  occalion'd  by  high  Duties  ;  and  whillt  They 
are  continued,  all  the  Laws  in  the  World  will  not  be 
able  to  prevent  it. 

1  The  Gentleman  tells  us  Himfelf  that  not  only  Wines 
and  Brandies,  but  all  other  Sorts  of  Merchandize  are 
Itill  run  and  vended,  in  the  moft  publick  Manner,  on 
fhe  Sea-Coafts.  If  therefore  this  Method  of  Collection 
hath  not  prevented  the  Running  of  thofe  Commodities, 
which  are  already  excijed;  how  can  We  expect  that  it 
will'  put  a  Stop  to  the  fame  Practice  in  others  ? 

The  defperate  Oppofition,  which  the  Cnftom-houfe 
Officers  meet  with,  in  the  Execution  of  their  Duty, 
notwithstanding  the  fevere  Penalties  on  Offenders,  may 
farther  convince  us  of  this  Truth,  and  is  another  Proof 
that  it  is  abfplutely  impracticable  to  prevent  Running,  • 
without  lowering  the  Duties ;  for  can  Excifimcn  be 
thought  better  able  to  refift  fuch  refolute  Gangs  of 
Men  than  the  Officers  ofCuftoms,  however  large  and 
coercive  their  Powers  may  be  made  ?  For  my  Part,  I 
am  firmly  perfuaded  by  Experience  that  no  Punifh- 
jneiits  whatever,  even  Death  itfelf,  would  effectually 
Hop  this  Practice,  whilit  the  Temptation  to  it  con- 
tinues fo  great ;  not  even  though  a  numerous  jlanding 
Army  mould  be  made  Ufe  of  to  put  the  Laws  in  Exe- 
cution }  for  though  the  Gentleman  himfelf  feems  to 
diflike  fuch  an  Expedient ;  yet  it  is  well  known  that 
our  military  Forces  have  been  often  employ'd  in  that 
Service,  upon  the  Sea  Coafts,  (as  I  think  ibme  of  'them 
are  at  pfefcnt)  with  but  little  Effect. 

It  muft  be  admitted  that  there  is  a  great  Inequality 
between  Thofc,  who  buy  run  Goods,  and  Thofe,  who 
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deal  with  the  fair  Trader,  which  ought  to  be  prevented, 
if  poffible.  But  ftill  the  Queftion  returns,  whether  an. 
Exdj'e  will  do  it.  I  have  given  my  Reafons  why  it 
will  not ;  and  I  think  them  fufficiently  confirm'd,  in 
the  Cafe  of  TEA  ;  for  though  the  Revenue,  upon  this 
Article,  may  have  been  confederably  increased,  and  a  lefs 
Sum  of  Money  may  have  been  paid  into  the  Exchequer, 
on  Account  ^Seizures,  fence  thofe  Duties  were  converted 
into  Excifes,  as  the  Letter-Writer  aflerts ;  I  am  far 
from  thinking  it  the  natural  Confequence  of  that  Aft ; 
for  it  is  certain  that  more  Tea  hath  been  run  iince, 
than  at  any  Time  before.  This  Improvement  of  the 
Revenue  muft  be  therefore  owing  to  fome  other  Caitfes ; 
fuch  as  the  great  Increafe  of  the  Confumption  of  Tea, 
which  is  now  become  almoft  univerfal,  by  the  prevail- 
ing Spirit  of  Luxury ;  and,  perhaps,  partly  occafion'd 
by  the  late  Cheapnefs  of  Sugar. — But  We  mail  be 
better  able  to  judge  of  this  Affair  by  an  authentick 
Account  of  Seizures,  which  is  much  more  to  be 
credited  than  fuch  a  Writer's  AiTerfion. 

But  I  muft  inform  this  Gentleman  that  when  I  faid 
the  Seizures,  formerly  made,  bear  no  Proportion  to 
Thofe  of  late  Tears, '  I  did  not,  by  formerly,  mean  a 
thoufand  Tears  ago,  but  fmce  We  have  had  a  Trade  ; 
for  though  He  is  pleafed  to  be  moft  unmerciful  arch, 
on  this  Occafion,  it  is  certain  that  there  were  Duties 
on  Trade,  and  We  had  a  large  Trade,  for  many  Years, 
by  which  the  Nation  gain'd  immenfe  Riches,  without 
any  Complaints  of  Smuggling  ;  but  as  Taxes  were  mul- 
tiply'd  and  increafed,  the  Practice  of  Running  hath 
gain'd  Ground,  and  the  national  Profit  by  Trade  hath 
been  greatly  diminifh'd. 

I  hope  the  Letter-Writer  is  fomewhat  miftaken  in 
his  Calculation,  when  He  fays  that  the  Publick  is  de- 
frauded of,  at  leajt,  one  third  Part  of  its  Revenues  ; 
for  if  This  is  the  Cafe,  it  mull  be  owing  to  the 
Frauds  of  the  Officers  themfelves,  in  joining  with  the 
Y  3 
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Smugglers ;  and  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to  apprehend  how 
That  will  be  remedied  by  an  Excife. 

We  now  come  to  the  Geritlemaffs  concluding  Paper, 
in  which  He  recapitulates  the  Subftance  of  his  pre- 
ceding Arguments,  and  makes  fome  farther  Obferva- 
tions,  which  may  be  thought  to  deferve  a  little  Notice, 
before  I  take  my  Leave  of  Him. 

He  tells  us  that  even  the  Land-Tax  itfelf  is  col- 
lefted  in  the  fame  Manner  with  Excifcs ;  and  that  all 
Cafe?,  relating  to  it,  are  determinable  in  the  fame 
fummary  Manner  ;  whereas  I  always  thought  that  this 
T/7.*wwas  levied  by  Parijb  Officers,  and  that  all  Dii- 
putes  were  left  to  the  Decifion  of  the  ComniJJioners 
6f  Taxes,  who  are  appointed  by  Parliament,  not  by 
the  Crown. 

He  purpofely  avoided  offering  any  Thing,  as  He  in- 
forms us,  in  Anfwer  to  what  I  have  faid  concerning  the 
Danger,  that  fuch  a  Scheme  would  produce,  with 
Regard  to  national  Liberty,  by  the  Increafe  of  Officers, 
that  it  mtift  be  attended  wit):  ;  bccaufe  He  cannot  ima- 
gine that  I  was  ferious  myfelf,  when  I  made  that  Ob- 
jeftion,  but  that  I  did  it  either  out  ofAmufcment,  or 
Pleafantry. — No  really,  what  I  obferved,  upon  that 
Head,  was  in  downright  fiber  Sadnefs.  Perhaps,  it  may 
proceed,  as  He  wittily-  remarks,  from  a  blind  Bigotry 
to  Patriotifm  ;  but  fo  it  is,  that  I  cannot  for  my  Life 
put  it  out  of  my  Head,  that  fucb  an  injinite  Multi- 
plicity 0/*  Officers,  immediately  under  the  Direction  of 
the  Crown,  muft  have  fome  Sort  of  Influence  over 
Thofe,  who  lye  at  their  Mercy ;  and  therefore  the 
Gentleman  would  have  done  a  "generous  Aft,  at  leaf! 
in  endeavouring  to  fct  fuch  a  poor,  deluded  Wretch  as 
myfelf  a  little  right  in  his  Judgment,  as  to  this  Point. 

He  hath  likewife  forgot  to  take  any  Notice  of  another 
Point,  upon  \vhich  1  laid  no  fmall  Strefs ;  I  mean  that 
the  Execution  of  this  Scheme  hath  a  natural  and  im- 
mediate Tendency  to  ^GENERAL  EXCISE.  Perhaps, 

this 
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this  Apprehenfton  likevvife  may  proceed  from  ihtfame 
Bigotry,  and  therefore  beneath  the  Letter-Writer's  Ob- 
fervation  ;  but  as  the  Publick  feems  to  have  paid  fome 
Regard  to  it,  I  will  venture  to  make  one  Remark 
farther,  on  the  fame  SubjecJ. 

In  my  general  Argument,  I  gave  the  Reader  a  Cata- 
logue of  tbofe  Taxes,  which  are  already  collected  by  the 
Laws  of  Excife.  I  mall  now  explain  this  Point  a  little 
farther,  by  enumerating,  as  well  as  I  can  recqlleft  at 
prefent,  the  different  Trades  and  Occupations,  which 
are  affefted  by  this  Method  of  Collection. 

"Brewers,     Diftillers  ,     Inn-~\      «    ,    ,,     «      ,, 
kepccrs,  Venders,  Coffee-men,)  ,  And  a11  ****  **' 
fons 


Kntnm,     Mum  ,    Cyder    and  . 

or  dealing  in 


Soap-Boilers,   Druggifts,  Gro-  ~\      And  all  other  Per- 
ccrs,  Tallow-Chandlers,  Starch-  (  fons  concern'd  inTea, 
makers,     Perfumers,    Peruke-  C  Co/ee,    Chocolate, 
makers,  Barbers,  Chandlers',  —  3  Si  arch,  Powder,  &c. 

Hop-Planters,  Tanners,  Own- 
ers of  Salt-Pits,  Leather-Sel- 
lers, Litinen-Drapers  ,  Papcr- 
makers,  Pabcr-Stainers,  Cal- 
Ucoe  and  Linnen-Printers,  Pajle- 
Board,  Mill-Board,  and  Scale-  > 
Board-makers,  Gold-Smiths,  C 
Silver-Smiths,  and  Workers  of 
Plate,  Wire-Drawers,  and  Re- 
jiners  cf  gilt  and  Silver  Wire, 
Card-makers,  Dice-makers  j 


D  Arnd  feveral 
Perfons  concern  »  m 


thefe  Commodities. 


What  I  would  obferve  from  hence  is,  that  Excifes 
have  already  extended  themfelves  into  the  Shops,  Warc- 
houfes  and  Families  of  a  very  great  Number  of  the 

moft 
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molt  considerable  Subjecls  of  Great  Britain.  It  may 
therefore  be  proper  to  ask,  in  this  Place,  what  the  Ad- 
vocates for  Ex  fifes  mean,  when  They  tell  us  that  there 
is  no  Defign  of  bringing  them  into  private  .Families. 
Do  They  exclude  all  Perfons,  who  keep  a  Shop,  or  deal 
in  Goods,  out  of  this  Number  ?  If  They  do,  all  the 
Cities  and  great  trading  Towns  in  England  confift  of 
little  lefs  than  publick  Houfes  ;  which  I  take  to  be  a 
new  Doclrine  ;  and  if  none  but  Taverns,  Inns,  and  o- 
ther  Houfes  of  publick  Entertainment  ought  to  pafs  un- 
der that  Denomination,  according  to  the  Notion  of  our 
Forefathers,  it  follows  that  Excifes  have  already  forced 
themfelves  into  very  great  Numbers  of  private  Families, 
and  muft  become  almoft  univerfal,  by  the  Execution  of 
fucb  a  Scbeme. 

The  Letter-writer  hath  advanced  one  Argument,  at 
the  Conclufion  of  his  Papers,  in  Favour  of  Excifes, 
which  He  delivers  in  Terms  of  great  Tendernefs  for 
the  People  of  England ;  viz.  that  it  will  prevent  thofe 
jhameful  Adulte rations  and  pernicious  Mixtures,  with 
which  the  Retailers  too  often  compound  their  Commo- 
dities, to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Revenue,  and  the  fair 
Trader,  as  well  as  the  Health  of  his  Majefty's  Subjecls-. 
This  Charge  is  level'd,  I  fuppofe,  at  the  Vintners  ; 
and  I  have  often  heard  the  fame  Argument  made  Ufe 
of  in  private  Converfation.  Indeed,  it  is  the  only  Ar- 
gument I  could  ever  yet  hear,  in  Favour  of  Excifes, 
which  carries  the  leaft  Air  of  Plaufibility.  But  when 
it  is  fally  examined,  it  will  be  found  to  be  without 
Foundation  ;  for  if  the  Vintner  will  be  content  to  pay 
the/*//  Duty  for  all  the  Liquor  He  fells,  I  prefumc  the 
Crown  will  not  in 'peel  very  nicely  into  the  Materials, 
of  which  it  is  compounded  ;  or  that  the  Vintner  will 
be  prohibited  to  mix  bad  Wine  with  good  ;  and  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  granted  that  He  may  better  afFord  to 
pay  Duty  for  Cyder,  or  other  Ingredients,  which  He 
can  buy  very  cheap  at  home,  than  for  Wine  from 

abroad. 
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abroad.  But  fuppofmg  that  this  Scheme  would  prevent 
all  A-lit/teratiottJootii  at  home  and  abroad  ;  in  fuch  a  Cafe, 
I  think  it  demonftrable  that  it  muft  inhance  thePr/Vv; 
and  then  let  me  ask,  whether  it  is  not  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe  that  it  would  lefTen  the  Confumption,  and  confe- 
quently  diminifh  the  Revenue  ?  Nay,  fhould  This  like- 
wife  be  deny'd,  and  it  could  be  proved  that  an  Exclfe 
would  abfolutely  prevent  all  Adulteration,  without  in- 
hancing  the  Price,  or  leflening  the  Ctnfumption,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  granted,  at  leaft,  that  a  much  greater 
Quantity  muft  be  imported  ;  which,  being  fufficiently 
large  already,  may  happen  to  turrf  the  Ballance  of  Trade 
againft  us.  'So  that  take  this  Affair  in  what  Light 

you  pleafe,  I  cannot  poffibly  fee  how  an  Excife  upon 
Wine  can  be  of  any  Advantage  to  the  jConfumer,  the 
Revenue,  or  the  Nation  in  general. 

But  thefe  Things,  perhaps,  have  no  moreenterM  into 
the  Projector's  Head  than  the  Lofs,  which  fucb  a  Scheme 
will  inevitably  bring  on  the  Kingdom,  by  the  Decreafe 
of  our  Navigation ;  and  it  may  be  fafely  pronounced 
rhat  if  there  is  no  Method  of  eafing  tbofe  'Duties,  which 
principally  afTcft  our  Trade  and  Manufactures,  they 
will  never  be  eafed  ;  for  an  Excife  may  leflen  the  pre- 
fent  Security  for  the  Payment  of  the  Principal  and  Inte- 
reft  of  our  DEBTS  ;  but  it  will  never  ftrengthen,  or  en- 
large it. 

1  have  now  done  with  the  Letter-writer  ;  and  think 
it  hath  been  fully  proved  that  He  hath  not  advanced 
one  Argument,  in  Favour  of  this  Scheme,  which  can  be 
thought  to  have  any  Weight,  when  brought  to  theTeft 
of  Examination.  The  whole  Courfe  of  his  Reafonings 
confifts  in  nothing  elfe  but  falfe  Quotations,  little  trick- 
ing Fallacies,  in  ftating  my  Argument,  and  a  conflant 
Eva/ton  of  the  Paint  in  Debate. 

There  is  another  Writer,  who  hath  been  plcafed  to 
favour  the  Publick  with  fame  Confederations  on  my  late 
s  upon  this  Subjett.  By  his  Proemium,  in  Praife 
axes  and  Projectors,  He  feems  to  be  ibme  little 
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Limb  of  the  EXCISE  ;  who  thinks  himfelf  obliged  td- 
bear  his  Share  in  this  honourable  Work,  by  Way  of 
perjonal  Service  for  the  Tenure  of  bis  PLACE.  Indeed, 
He  gives  himfelf  the  Air  of  a  Scholar  and  a  Wit,  by  in- 
terlarding his  Remarks  with  a  Scrap  or  two  of  Latin 
and  a  French  Vcrfe  ;  befides  fome  other  Flights  of  Ge- 
nius, to  dillinguifli  his  Abilities.  But  for  God's  Sake, 
why  all  this  Trouble  to  prove  that  an  Excifeman  may 
be  a  very  erudite  and  ingenious  Perfon  ?  I  was  fully 
convinced  of  it  t'other  Day  by  a  Couple  of  Lines  in  an 
halfpenny  Ballad,  which  I  bought  in  the  Street.  I  hope 
the  worthy  Gentleman  will  be  fo  good  as  to  accept  of 
them,  in  Retuin  for  the  Favour,  which  He  hath- 
done  Me. 

Sejtdes,  We  all  know  They  are  mighty  well  bred ; 
For  everyone  of  Them  can  both  write  and  read. 

But  He  will  expeft,  no  Doubt,  that  I  fhould  like- 
\vi!e  take  fome  Notice  of  the  principal  Deiign  of  this 
excellent  Treatrfe  ;  That  is,  to  prove  that  an  Excife  upon 
TOBACCO  and  W,INE  (which  is,  at  length,  acknow- 
ledged to  be  Part  of  the  prefent  Scheme)  will,  not  only 
be  of  great  Service  to  the  Revenue,  and  the  Nation  in 
general,  but  likewife  of  infinite  Advantage  to  the  parti- 
cular Traders  in  tkofe  Commodities, What  ftrange 

blind  Creatures  muft  They  be,  not  to  fee  their  own  In- 
tereft,  when  it  is  fo  plainly  pointed  out  to  Them  by 
this  boneft  Advocate  for  PROJECTORS  and  TAXES  ? 

He  hath  already  received  an  *  Anfwer  to  thefe  Con- 
Jlderations,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the  TOBACCO 
TRADE;  which  feems  to  be  written  by  a  Gentleman t 
very  well  acquainted  with  that  Branch  of  our  Commerce. 
It  would  therefore  be  needlefs  for  me  to  add  any  Thing 
to  it ;  but  I  mult  beg  Leave  to  quote  one  Paflage  out 
of 

*  An  Anfwer  to  the  Confiderations,  occafiotfd  by  the 
Craftfman  upon  Exciies,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  To- 
bacco Trade. 
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of  it,  which  will  ferve  to  illuftrate  and  ftrengthen  my 
general  Argument  againft  Excifes. 

The  Gentleman  obferves  very  well,     "  that  Part  of 

'* .the  Duty  now  payable  on  'Tobacco,  calPd  the  Impoft, 

ff  (which  is  ^d.per  lib.)  was  fir  ft  laid  on  tbatCommo- 

"  dity  in  the  firft  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  James  the 

t(  zd,  by  an  Adi,   intitled  an  Att  for  granting  to  bis 

"  Majefty  an  Impojition  on  TOBACCO    and  SUGAR  ; 

"  and  was  to  be  levy'd  on  the  Confutaer,  or  firft  Buyer, 

"  and   put  under  Commijjloners,  appointed    for   that 

"  Purpafe,  diftinfl  from  the  Commijjione rs  of  Cuftoms-, 

"  but  This  being  found  burthenfome  to  the  Trader,  and 

"  alfo  a  Lofs  to  the  Revenue,  the  Mini/try,  touch'd  with 

"  the  Hardlhips  the  Merchant  lay  under,  and  alfo  the 

*'  Detriment   to  the  Revenue,  moved  the  Parliament ; 

"  and  accordingly,  by  an  Aft  of  the   yth  and  8th  of 

"  William  the  3^,  it  was  enabled,  that  the  faid  Duty, 

"  granted   by  the   faid  Aft  in  the  firft  Tear  of  the 

"  Reign  of  the  late  King  fames,  and  which,  by  the  faid 

"  Aft*  is  made  -payable  by  the  firft  Buyer,  and  fubjefl 

A  to  the  RULES  OF  EXCISE,  in  the  fever al  Parts  of 

tf  the  Management  thereof,  Jhould,  for  the  future,  be 

"  under  the  Management  of  the  COMMISSIONERS  OF 

"  THE  CUSTOMS.— —This  Method  of  railing  Duties 

"  on  Vobacco,  by  an  Excife,  was,  by  the  Experience  of 

"  ten  Tears,  found  to  anfwer  T^Q  good  End.     It  harrafs'd 

"  the  Merchant,   and  lefleu'd  the  Revenue.     The  fame 

"  Caufe  will  ever  produce  the  fame  Effeft.      There- 

'*'  fore,  it  is  hoped  that,  upon  the  Knowledge  of  an  Ex. 

"  cife  having  once  fail'd,  it  will  not  be-  attempted  a 

*'  fecondTime. 

I  think,  indeed,  that  the  Gentleman  hath  done  our 
Conjiderer  too  much  Honour,  in  taking  fo  much  Notice 
of  this  Paper;  and  He  tells  us  himielf,  that  He  fliould 
not  have  done  it,  wire  there  not  fame  Things  in  it, 
which  may  happen  to  mijlead  thofe  Pcrfons,  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  that  Branch  of  our  Commerce. 

Perhap.,    fomebody  may  think  fit  to  do  the  Gentle- 
men of  the  Wine-Trade  the  fame  Juftice.    I  fhall  there- 
fore 
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fore  content  my  felf  with  thofe  Remarks,  which  I  have 
already  made  on  that  Subject,  and  leave  the  farther 
Explanation  of  it  to  Thofe,  who  are  better  acquainted 
with  the  Particulars. 

The  Confiderer  is  pleafed  to  let  us  know  that  He  is 
a  Bottle  Companion,  by  expreffing  the  great  Joy  of  his 
Heart,  that  when  this  Law  takes  Place,  one  may  fpend 
an  Evening  agreeably,  and  be  the  tetter  for  it  the  next 
Day.  I  mull  likewife  be  fo  candid  as  to  own  that  I 
love  a  Glafs  of  good  Wine  myfelf ;  but  I  think  it  a  little 
unreafonable  to  defire  that  fo  large  a  Number  of  my 
Countrymen  fhould  be  chained  down  and  hand-cuff ''d, 
purely  to  prevent  now  and  then  a  little  Touch  of  the 
Hcad-ach.  An  Excife  would  take  away  the  Flavour  of 
the  beft  Wine  in  Chriflendom  ;  for  I  hope  every  good 
Englijhman  loves  his  Liberty,  even  better  than  his 
"Bottle.  If  the  Vintne rs,  therefore,  won't  ferve  us  with 
good  Wine,  let  us  leave  their  Houfes  and  content  our- 
felves  with  thofe  wholeibmeand  agreeable  Liquors,  with 
which  our  own  Commodities  will  fupply  us  in  great 
Variety  and  Abundance.  But  if  the  politer  Part  of  the 
Nation  cannot  wean  themfelves  from  a  long  Habit  of 
drinking  foreign  Wines,  there  are  ftill  fome  good  of  all 
Sorts  to  be  had  ;  and  no  Point  in  the  World  can  be 
clearer  to  me,  than  that  an  Excife  may  make  them 
dearer,  but  cannot  poflibly  make  them  better.  — How- 
ever, I  mult  do  the  Confiderer  the  Juftice  to  acknow- 
ledge that  this  Argument  is  very  well  calculated  to 
catch  a  numerous  Body  of  our  Countrymen,  who  are 
commonly  diftinguilh'd  by  the  Name  of  TOPERS. 

I  am  ready  to  agree  with  this  Gentleman,  that 
FAVOUR  is  OPPRESSION  to  all  Traders  but  Thofe,  ty 
whom  it  is  jhtvunv  and  therefore  I  am  againlt  an 
Excij'e;  becaufe  it  gives  the  CommiJJi oners  fuch  a  Power 
of  favouring,  or  opprejjing  the  Subjeft,  as  They,  think 
fit,  either  by  absolutely  remitting  the  Penalties  of  the 
Lazu,  or  exafting  them  with  the  utmoft  Rigour. 

He  is  a  little  unhappy  in  repeating  the  Argument  of 
his  Fellow-Labourer  in  the  Courant ;  that  the  Craitf- 
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man  bath  not  produced  any  one  Inftance  of  Injuftice, 
in  the  Judgments  given  by  the  CommiJJioners  of  the 
Excife  ;  which  I  apprehend  to  be  furKciently  anfwer'd 
in  the  former  Part  of  theie  Papers.  He  adds,  that  there 
bath  been  fo  little  Reafon  to  complain  of  Them,  that  He 
huth  been  informed  there  have  not  been  three  Appeals 
brought,  fince  the  Appointment  of  that  Commiffion.  — — — 
I  am  very  far  from  queftioning  the  Truth  of  his  Infor- 
mation, in  this  Particular,  or  being  furprized  at  it ; 
for  when  I  confider  the  Nature  of  that  Commifften,  I 
am  rather  inclined  to  wonder  that  there  ever  was  Ib 
much  as  one  Appeal. 

He  is  pleafed  to  aflert  that  my  Quotations'  from 
Mr.  Hampden  and  Mr.  Locke  are  no  Way  applicable 
to  the  Point  in  'Debate ;  and  that  they  relate  only  to 
Taxes,  or  Excifes  on  our  native  Commodities.  —  O .' 
fye,  Sirf  if  you  talk  at  this  Rate,  the  World  will  begin 
to  fufpeft  either  your  Learning,  or  your  Caufe  ;  for  the 
profefs'd  Defign  of  both  thofe  Writers  was  to  recom- 
mend a  Land-Tax,  in  Preference  to  any  Duties  on 
Commodities,  whether  imported,  or  of  our  own  Pra.- 
duttion.  Mr.  Locke,  indeed,  does  not  make  any  Dii- 
tinftion  between  Excifes  and  other  Taxes ;  nor  did  I 
quote  Him  for  thatxPurpofe  ;  but  Mr.  Hampden  ex- 
prefly  condemns  nUE&tifet,  and  inforces  his  Argument 
with  fiich  Rcafons,  as  I  think  unanfwerable.— Prethee, 
look  over  the  Writings  of  thefe  Gentlemen  once  more ; 
and  if  you  can  find  any  Thing  in  them,  that  will  be 
of  Service  to  the  prefcnt  Scheme,  you  are  welcome  to 
produce  it  with  all  my  Heart. 

I  am  ibrry  to  find  that  I  {land  fo  ill  in  the  Opinion 
of  this  excellent  Writer ;  who  lets  me  forth  as  a  pievijb, 
little,  wrangling  Fellow ;  but  I  cbniider  his  Cafe  ;  He 
may,  perhaps,  think  the'ExcisE-OFFiCE  in  Danger, 
and  therefore  I  heartily  forgive  Him.  I  am  fure  the 
Reader  will  bear  me  Witnefs  that  I  have  preierved  my 
Temper  perfectly  even  towards  Him,  and  treated  Him 
with  great  Civility,  notwkhftanding  the  difagreeable 
Character  He  hath  given  Me.  Nay,  I  Ihould  not  have 
Vo  L.  X.  Z  taken 
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taken  even  this  curfory  Notice  of  his  ingenious  Con- 
federations,  if  They  had  not  happen'd  to  fall  direftly  in 
my  Way  ;  for  however  He  may  plcafe  to  reprefent  me 
as  a  Perfon,  who  make  theory?  Gains  in  every  Difpute, 
I  can  afTure  Him,  upon  the  Word  of  an  Author ;  that 
I  never  expeft  to  get  fo  much  as  one  Craftfman  out 
of  any  of  his  Works. 

But  it  is  now  Time  to  draw  towards  a  Conclufion  ; 
and,  in  order  to  it,  let  us  refledl  a  little  on  the  prefent 
State  of  Affairs.  The  Minifters  have,  at  length, 
triumph'd  moft  glorioufly  in  their  Negotiations ;  and  I 
\vilh  that  their  late  Treaties  may  be  buiJt  on  as  folid 
a  Foundation  as  They  have  allured  us  Themfelves. 
We  are,  at  prelent,  in  Peace  with  all  our  Neigh- 
bours ;  and  there  are  no  Appearances  of  any  imme- 
diate Rupture  in  any  Part  of  Europe.  We  have  no 
Faction  at  home,  considerable  enough  to  difturb  the 
Quiet  of  the  Government,  or  to  endanger  the  prefent 
Ettablifhment,  in  his  Majefty's  Family.  Our  only 
Uneafmefies,  Animofities  and  Diflentions  proceed  from 
iome  particular" Grievances,  which  might  be  eafily 
remedied.  But  this  ferene  Sky  may  be  foon  over- 
clouded again.  New  Difturbances  may  break  out  in 
Europe,  and  involve  us  once  more  in  the  Quarrels  of 
the  Continent.  Let  us  therefore  husband  this  favoura- 
ble Opportunity,  by  reducing  our  Expences,  whillr. 
the  prefent  Tranquility  laits,  and  giving  the  People 
ibme  Relief  from  thole  various  Burthens,  which  publick 
Misfortunes,  and  publick  NeceJJity  have  fo  long  obliged 
'Them  to  bear. 

We  have,  indeed,  lately  feen  a  moft  extraordinary 
Doctrine  advanced ;  that  while  the  Affairs  of  Europe 
toere  unfe tiled,  and  Danger  was  threatened  jrotn  every 
Quarter,  and  on  every  Hand,  there  was  no  Temptation 
for  any  Power  to  embroil  Themfelves  in  new  Difficul- 
ties i  but  NOW  there  is  Leifure  for  Ambition  to  look 
round. 

This  Do&rine  was  delivered   by  Mr.  Walfairbam, 
about  a  Fortnight  ago,  from  the  Mouth  of  an  honoura- 
ble 
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Ik  Per  [on,  whom  He  flyles  in  Capitals  the  Ch  r 
of  the  Ex  '  r ;  but  it  is  fo  monllrous  and  abfurd  a 
Propofition,  that  I  cannot  believe  any  Gentleman,  of 
common  Senfe  and  Difcretlon,  could  be  weak  enough  to 
utter  it;  for,  according  to  this  Principle,  Peace  itfelf  is 
a  Curfe,  inilead  of  a  Bleffing  ;  and  the  more  firmly  it 
is  ellablifli'd,  the  more  Occafion  there  will  be  for  a 
ftanding  Army  ;  whereas  We  were  always  told  before, 
that  it  was  defired  only  till  Affairs  could  be  fettled, 
and  the  Tranquility  of  Europe  reftored.  But,  at  this 
Rate,  when  can  We  expedt  any  Rfduftion  of  the 
Army  ?  If  We  prefume  to  touch  upon  that  Topick 
whilit  Affairs  are  in  the  leaft  embroiled,  We  arc  imme- 
diately charged  with  a  Defign  of  encouraging  fame 
foreign  Power  to  invade  us;  and  \\hen  they  are 
fettled,  We  are  told  that  there  is  more  Reaibn  to  be 
upon  our  Guard  than  before.  —  I  am  really  afhamed 
of  exposing  fo  palpable  an  Abiurdity,  and  fhall  leave 
Mr.  Walfingbam  to  the  Correction  of  the  honourable 
Gentleman  himfelf,  for  putting/^  Stuff  m  his  Mouth. 
— Let  us  therefore  return  to  our  prefent  Subject. 

If  any  Writers  fhall  think  fit  to  bellow  any  Re- 
marks on  tbefe  Papers ;  I  muft  once  more  requeit 
Them  to  enter  into  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe,  by 
giving  a  direft  Anfwcr  to  our  principal  Objections 
againll  the  Laws  of  Excife,  with  Regard  to  the  Method 
of  Try  a  I,  in  thole  Cafes ;  the  Intereil  of  Trade  ;  and 
the  Danger  to  national  Liberty . 

We  infift  upon  all  tbefe' Points,  in  Oppofition  to 
this  Method  of  collecting  'the  publick  Revenues;  and 
the  ProjeRor,  whoever  He  is,  muit  not  imagine  that 
fome  little  Variations  in  his  Scheme  will  allay  the 
prefent  Heats  of  the  People.  Their  Objections  are 
general  againft  any  fuch  Project,  and  nothing  but  to- 
tally receding  from  it  will  give  Them  Satisfaction. 

It  will  not  be  improper,  nor  I  believe  difagreeable, 
to  illuftrate  this  Point  by  a  parallel  Inilance,  of  modern 
Date,  in  our  own  Hiftory. 

Z  2  When 
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When  the  famous  Bill  ofExclttfion  was  under  Debate 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  an  Expedient  was  offer'd  by 
the  Coart-Part\  to  prevent  the  Danger  from  a  Popijb 
Succejfor,  by  certain  Limitations,  in  order  to  defeat 
the  Bitti  upon  which  Col.  Titus  obferved,  that  to 
accept  «/" Expedients,  to  fecure  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
after  fuch  a  King  bad  mounted  the  Throne,  would  be 
as  ft  range  as  if  there  were  a  LYON  in  the  Lobby,  and 
We  Jkould  make  a  Vote  to  fecure  ourjelves,  by  LETTING 

HIM       INTO       THE       HOUSE     and    CHAINING     HlM, 

rather  than  by  KEEPING   HIM    OUT. A  Popl/h 

Prirce  cannot  be  more  dertrucVive  to  our  religious 
Rights  than  an  Excite  will  be  to  our  civil  Liberties; 
and  there  is  little  Difference  between  an  Inquifition  3hd 
a  general  Excife-Office,  but  as  one  regards  our  Faith,. 
and  the  other  our  Eftates.. 

We  faw  this  horrible  Monfter  advancing  towards  us ; 
and  have  fpared  no  Pains  to  keep  Him  out  of  the 
Lobby,  as  well  as  the  Houfe  ;  but  if  He  mould  have 
the  Confidence  to  thrult  in  his  Head  there ;  We  rely 
upon  the  Virtu*  of  our  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament* 
that  They  will  concur  with  their  Principals,  and  unite 
their  Endeavours-  to  kick  Him  out  again. 

To  fpeak  without  a  Metaphor,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  will  rejeft  any  Propofal  for 
loading  us  with  new  Exeifes ;  and  if  the  Projeflar 
Ihould  perfift  in  his  Scheme,  He  mull  expecl:  to  have 
it  call'd  by  his  awn  Name  (according  to  the  old  Roman 
Cuftom)  and  deliver'd  down,  as  a  Brand  of  Infamy 
on  his  Memory,  to  all  fuccecding  Generations. " 

I  mall  therefore  conclude  with  a  Paflage  in  Scripture; 
which  I  recommend  to  his  ierious  Coniiderauon.  —  // 
muft  needs  be,  that  Offences  come ;  but  Woe  to  THAT 
MAN,  by  whom  the  Offence  cometh. — //  were  better 
for  Him  that  a  Milftone  were  hangd  about  his  Neck ; 
and  that  He  were  drowri'd  in  the  Depth  of  the  Sea: 

D. 

APPEN. 
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EXTRACTS  from  a  Pamphlet  Itititkd, 
Remarks  on  the  horrible  Oppreflions, 
Infolencies,  and  unjuftifiable  Partialities 
of  the  COMMISSIONERS  o  F  E  x- 
c  i  s  E,  &c. 

H  E  Author  having  charged  thefe  Gentle- 
men, in  feveral  Parts  of"  his  Treatiie,  \vitli 
Tyranny,  Barbarity,  and  Extortion,  con- 
cludes it  with  feveral  particular  Examples, 
which  he  introduces  in  the  following 
Manner. 

"  And  that  this  Charge  may  not  be  counted  too 
"  heavy,  and  this  Book  be  branded  with  the  fame  In- 
"  juftice  it  is  wrote  to  expofe,  I  {hall  a  little  defccnd  to 
"  Particulars,  and  give  you  a  few,  out  of  the  infinite 
"  Crowd  tf  prodigious  Excejfes  They  have  been  guihy 
"  of. 

"  'Tis  true,  that  the  Lawi  of  Ex  rife  are  very  fevere  ; 
"  and,  \\ithoutDoubt,  'tis  necelTary  that  when  Ta xes 
"  arc  charged  on  the  Subject,  Methods  ought  to  betaken 
<{  to  fecure  the  Payment  to  the  Government ;  and  This 
«'  is  both  juft  to  the  Government,  and  to  one  another, 

fthat  the  Equality  of  Taxes  may  be  regulated;  fir.ce 
\\iiat  is    deficient  in  wet  is  always  made  good  upoa 
'•  the  whole  A'.i/.wr. 

23  «  Em 
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"  But  this  Severity  of  the  Laws  does  no  where  require 
"  cruel  and  rigorous  Exactions  ;  barbarous,  definitive 
*'  and  furious  falling  upon  Men  and  Families ;  of  which 
"  the  following  is  an  Inilance,  all  good  Men  muft  read 
"  with  Abhorrence. 

"  About  the  Year  there  was  an  honeft  and  very 
"  induftrious  Man,  a  Diftiller,  by  Name  Richard  Sta?i- 
"  ley,  a  Quaker,  who  lived  in  Wapping,  and  carried  on 
"  his  Trade  with  a  tolerable  ProfpecT: ;  but  having  fe- 
"  veral  Loiles,  and  a  large  Family,  did  not  make  fo 
*'  current  Payment  as  the  Comtnijfioners  required,  being 
"  in  Arrears  1467.  12  s. 

"  This  Man  had  order'd  fome  new  Backs  to  be  made, 
'*  and  fet  up  in  his  Workhoufe,  and  they  were  then 
"  finishing,  but  not  quite  done ;  the  Backmaker  having, 
"  at  leart,  a  Week's  Work  to  do  on  them,  to  make  them 
"  fit  for  Ufe, 

"  The  Diftiller  thought  it  was  foon  enough  to  enter 
"  tbejt  Backs  at  the  Office,  when  they  mould  be  finifh'd 
"  and  fit  for  Ufe  ;  and  in  the  mean  Time,  they  were  fo 
*'  far  from  beingfoffer'd  to  be  conceal'd,  that  the  Work- 
"  men  were  publickly  at  work  on  them,  and  the 
41  Officers  every  Day  law  them  in  the  Houfe. 

"  Notwithflanding  this,  the  Officer 
"  by  Name,  flaying  as  long,  till  he  thought  the 

*'  Pretence  would  bear,  informs  again  ft  this  Man,  for 
*'  creeling  thefe  new  Backs,  without  entring  them  ;  and 
"  the  Commijjioners,  according  to  their  ufual  Juflicer 
*'  concurring  with  the  Officer,  condemn  the  pour  Man 
"  to  pay  80  /.  for  this  pretended  Fraud. 

"  This,  added  to  his  firmer  Debt,  made  it  226  /. 
"  1 2  s.  which  the  poor  Man  being  unable  to  pay  fo 
"  foon  as  They  required  it,  They  ra  1  upon  him  with 
"  moft  u'nfufterable  and  unparallel'd  Fury. 

«'  His  Still-Houfe,  which  coft  him  above  500  /.  to 
"  ereft,  They  pull'd  all  to  pieces ;  tore  up  his  Stills 
"  and  Backs,  and  appraifing  them  after  their  own 

"  Manner, 
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«'  Manner,  and  at  their  abfolute  Pleafure,  fold  them 
**"  molt  unreasonably  below  the  real  Value. 

«'  They  fold  three  Stills,  with  Worms  and  Tubs,  for 
"  I20/.  and  the  poor  Man  makes  it  appear,  that  one  of 
"  tbofe  Stills,  by  the  Weight  of  the  Copper,  came  to 
"  1 02  /.  and  coil  him  fo  much  ztfecond  Hand  but  a. 
**  few  Months  before. 

"  The  Backs,  and  all  the  wooden  Work,  which  coft 
'*  him  above  150  /.  and  which  was  all  in  good  Con- 
"  dition,  fit  for  the  Trade,  They  fold  for  3  /.  19  t.  6  d. 
u  or  thereabouts. 

"  They  fold  as  much  Spirits''  for  7  /.  as  They  them- 
**  felves  had  charged  the  poor  Man  with  1 8  /.  Duty  to 
«  the  King. 

"  And  thus  the  poor  Man  and  his  Family  were  en- 
"  tirely  ruin'd  and  turned  out  of  Doors ;  and  notwith- 
«'  Handing  all  this  Havock,  and  the  Definition  They 
«  made  of  his  Goods,  They  fold  them  for  6  /.  1 1  s.  6  d.. 
"  more  than  They  demanded  ;  which  yet  They  never 
"  would  return  to  the  poor  Man  to  this  Day  ;  though 
**  he  has  earneftly  follicited  for  it,  and  is  reduced  fo  low,. 
"  that  he  has  often  wanted  fuch  a  fmall  Sum  for  Bread 
'*  for  his  Family,  and  now  works  in  a  Still-Houfe,  for 
"  weekly  Wages  to  fubfift  his  Children  ;  of  whom,  if 
"  Enquiry  be  made,  I  doubt  not  but  the  Reader  may  be 
"  inform'd  that  I  have  related  the  Story  rather  in  the 
"  CommiJJioners  Favour  than  otherwifc  ;  being  refolved 
"  to  do  Them  Juftice,  even  in  the  vvoril  Accounts  I 
"  lhall  give  of  their  Behaviour. 

*'  The  Story  of  ruining  Mr.  Walker  and  his  Family, 
*•'  is  flill  worfe  than.  This  j  of  which  They  miy  hear 
"  hereafter. 
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To  make  good  the  Charge  again/I  Them.,  in  the  Begin- 
ning of  this  Traff,  of  denying  Juftice  to  the  Diitillers, 
when  They  complain  of  the  Injury  of  their  Officeis, 
take  the  following  Account, 


"  A  ^-erta'm  D'ftitkr,  whole  Name  the  Commif- 
"  J\^  fioners  cannot  be  ignorant  of,  when  They  read 
«'  tlie  Particulars,  had  a  falfe  Charge  made  upon  him  ; 
«'  by  which  the  Reader  may  pleafe  to  underitand,  that 
"  he  was  charged  by  the  Duty,  for  more  Wajh  than  he 
"  had  in  his  Veffels  ;  but  the  'Officer,  being  peremptory 
«*  in  his  Charge,  the  Dtftiller  complained  to  the  Com- 
"  tnijjioners,  as  the  Law  in  that  Cafe  directs. 

"  When  the  Cafe  came  before  the  Comm'iffioners,  con- 
'*  trary  to  all  Courts  ofjuflice  in  the  World,  which 
"  generally  hear  the  Complainant  firft,  and  then  the 
"  Defendant  ;  They,  to  be  particular  as  well  as  partial, 
«'  taking  the  Cafe  from  the  firft  Complaint  of  the  Di- 
tl  Jliller,  call  up^the  Officer,  and  order  him  to  give  an 
«•  Account  of  the  Faft.  Having  heard  him  only.  They 
««  immediately  gave  their  Judgment  againll  the  Dtftil/cr, 
«  without  fo  much  as  admitting  him  to  reply,  or  hear- 
"  ing  his  Evidence  ;  and  refufed  to  fwear  a  Servant  he 
"  brought  with  him  to  prove  the  Fadl. 

"  With  what  Face  Men  can  thus  pervert  the  known 
«  and  fundamental  Articles  of  diftributive  Juftice,  I 
««  cannot  imagine  ;  and  if  They  expert  never  to  give 
"  Account  for  thefe  Aclions,  They  muft  certainly  live 
*'  in  Hopes  that,  fome  Time  or  other,  Par/ia?n(jitary 
"  Authority  fliall  be  fupprefs'd,  and  thai  Pttver  die, 
"  which  has  always  been  a  Terror  to  the  Exoibitances 
"  and  Exadlions  of  v-foknt  Tax  Gatherers. 

"  It  is  farther  remarkable  in  this  Story,  that  the  /)/- 
"  Jliller  boldly  telling  Them,  He  would  feck  for  Jttllce 
*'  agninfl  thefe  PartiaKties  ;  one  of  the  Ccmmijjion.-n, 
"  and  the  great  Manager  of  chclc  injurious  Proceedings, 
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««  viz.  Mr.  T ,  turning  to   the  Solicitor,  ask'd,' 

'  if  the  Diftiller  bad  paid  the  Money  for  this  fa! [e 
<  Charge?  To  which  he  was  anfwer'd,  Yes.  Well, 
f  well,  fays  the  Commijfioner,  if  we  have  but  the 
'  Money,  let  him  feekfor  Juftice  where  he  can,  and  fee 
'  bo-zv  be  will  get  it  again. 


fo  prove  what  is  fuggefted  of  the  Commiffioners  con' 
niving  at,  ar.d  encouraging  their  Officers  in  the  Op- 
prefftons  of  the  Subject,  and  rewarding  Them  6y  the 
Penalties  They  raife ;  take  the  following  jbort  Story, 
which  will  be  publickly  attejled  by  undoubted  Evidence. 

"AN  Information  \vas  order'd  to  be  brought  by  an 
"  ,/j^  Ojficcr,  again  ft  a  noted  Diftiller  in  Town,  on 
*'  Pretence  of  fuch  Breaches  on  the  Laws  of  Excife  ; 
"  the  Penalties  of  which  would  have  rifen  to  a  very 
"  great  Sum. 

"  This  Diftiller  brought  fuch  plain  Evidence  of  the 
"  Fact,  and  fo  well  managed  his  Defence,  that,  in 
«*  Spight  of  their  very  good  Will  to  ruin  him,  Things 
"  were  fo  very  plain,  and  the  Information  fb  weakly 
"  fupported,  They  were  forced  to  acquit  him. 

"  After  the  Disappointment,  and,  as  we  fuppofe,  to 
"  comfort  the  Officer  for  the  Lofs,  a  certain  Commif- 
"  /toner  was  heard  to  tell  him,  He  was  forry  he  could 
"  not  ferve  him  now  ;  but  another  Time  be  would  maki 
"  him  amends;  or  Words  to  that  Effeft. 

"  What  can  the  Meaning  of  fuch  an  Exprejffion  be, 
"  but  to  encourage  their  Officers  in  their  falfe  Accufa- 
"  tions,  and  fupporting  the  OppreJJtons  They  daily  ex- 
«  ercife  upon  the  Di/lillers  ? 


Tt 
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To  prove  their  putting  oft"  Hearings,  and  tiring  People 
with  the  Charge  and  trouble  c/~ Attendance,  among  a 
Multitude  of  fucb  Cafes,  Mr.  BowdenV  is  very  re- 
markable. 

*'  Tk  f  R.  Bozvden  had  an  Information  laid  againft 
"  JLYi  him  ;  which  it  is  fuppofed  could  not  be  very 
"  clearly  made  out,  and  appearing  to  take  his  Trial, 
"  with 'his  Witneffesmb  Council,  whom  he  had  fee'd 
"  to  attend ;  without  any  Rcafon  given,  or  any  Day 
"  ajfigrfd  for  bis  farther  Attendance,  the  Hearing  to  as 
"  put  off. 

"  Some  Time  after  This,  when  Mr.  Bciuden  was 
"  occafionally  at  the  Office,  upon  other  Bulinefs,  and 
"  without  the  leaft  Notice  of  any  fuch  Thing,  They 
"  order'd  him  to  be  cali'd  in,  and  told  him,  They  would 
"  then  hear  it.  It  was  a  long  Time,  and  with  great 
"  Difficulty,  that  he  prevaiPd  upon  Them  to  put  it 
"  off  j  alledging,  that  he  was  unprovided  of  his  Evi- 
'•  dene (,  Papers,  and  Council,  for  his  Defence. 

"  After  This,  ft  was  delay 'd  again  for  fever al  Times  ; 
'*  and  at  laft,  being,  inform'd  that  his  Servant,  who  was 
"  his  Evidence,  was  gone  from  him,  and  lived  as  far  as 
"  Briftol,  They  fummon'd  him  to  a  Trial  peremptorily 
"  by  zjhort  Day  ;  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to 
"  fetch  up  his  Evidence,  and  by  this  Advantage  cafl 
«'  him. 

For  Shams  and  trifling  Pretences  againft  Tradefmen, 
and  for  which  They  have  been  arbitrarily  , fined  ;  take 
the  following,  out  of  many  more  ready  to  be  produced 
at  Demand. 

"Fcafl  *,     the  Brewer,    at  the  Peacock  in 
Wbite-Crofs-ftreet,  a  Man  of  an  unqueftion'd 
and  every  way  fuperior  to  the  beft  of 

Afterwards  Sir  Felix  Fcaji, 

"  thefe 
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"  thefe  Commifljoncrs,  both  in  Character  and  EJtate, 
'«  being  allow'd,  by  all,  that  have  Judgment  in  the 
"  Thing,  to  be  the  greateft  Brewer  in  England,  and  I 
*'  fuppofe  in  the  World,  and  who  I  believe  (fpeaking 
'•  by  guefs)  has  in  his  time  paid  200,000 /.  Excife  to 
««  the  Cretan ;  fome  fay  much  more. 

"  This  Gentleman  keeping  an  Engine  or  two  always 
"  in  his  Yard,  to  be  ready,  in  Cafe  any  Accident  of 
"  Fire  mould  happen,  had  order'd  his  Men  (as  it  is 
"  very  neceflary  to  do,  and  as  They  ufed  to  do  about 
"  once  a  Month)  to  try  the  Engine,  that  They  might 
"  be  fatisfied  it  was  in  order. 

'«  Upon  This,  the  Mob  coming  into  the  Yard  to 
"  fee  it  play,  it  happen'd  that,  among  the  Crowd, 
"  the  Exdfeman  was  coming  to  his  Bufmefs.  This 
"  the  Servants  could  not,  and  offer'd  to  make  Affidavit 
"  They  did  not  fee.  In  playing  the  Engine,  the 
Servant,  turning  the  Spout  among  the  Crowd,  as  in 
fport  is  frequently  done,  he  chanced  to  wafli  His 
HONOUR,  the  Exdfeman,  who  appeared  exceed- 
ingly affronted  at  the  Indignity  ofFer'd  to  his 
Quality ;  and  tho'  the  Servants  ask'd  his  Pardon, 
and  profefs'd  They  did  not  fee  him,  (and  the  Mailer 
not  prefent)  yet  he  could  not  be  appealed  ;  but 
goes  the  next  Day  to  the  Office  ;  makes  his  Com- 
plaint to  the  CdmmiJjfonerSi  and  brings  an  Informa- 
tion againll  Mr.  Fe/i/f^  for  his  Servant's  obftrudling 
him  in  the  Execution  of  his  Office ;  the  Penalty 
for  which,  by  >Ac~l  of  Parliament,  is  20 /. 
"  This  came  to  Trial  before  the  CommiJJtoners ; 
who,  notwithftanding  the  Circumflances  were 
proved  as  above,  gave  Judgment  againft  Mr.  Fcaft 
for  20  /.  and  upon  his  Appeal,  the  Commiffioners  of 
Appeal  confirmed  in  and  he  paid  20 /.  for  wetting 
the  f acred  Coat  of  a  beggarly  Rafcal;  that  had  he 
defign'd  nothing  but  his  Bujtnefs,  might  have  gone 
two  or  three  other  ways  into  the  Erezvboufe,  and 
not  have  come  within  reach  of  the  Engine. 

•<  One 
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"  One  Mr.  Henry  Hall,  a  Cyder-maker,  had  a  Ware- 
<«  boufe  at  fome  diitance  from  his  Dwelling-Houfe ; 
««  and  having  fome  Bufmefs  at  his  Wareboufe,  he 
«'  found  the  Excifeman  knocking  at  the  Door ;  but 
"  his  Servant,  whole  Bufmefs  was  in  the  faid  Ware- 
«'  houfe,  was  gone  out,  and  the  Door  lock'd. 

"  The  Excifeman  demanded  Entrance,  and  Mr.  Hall 

«  defiring  him  to  ftay  till  he  could  find  the  Man,  who 

«'  he  thought  had  been  at  the  Wareheufc,  the  Exclj'c- 

'  man   feem'd  uneafy ;    at  which  Mr.  Hall  order'd 

'  another  of    his  Servants,    who   came   with    him, 

«  immediately  to    break    open  the   Door,    that   the 

'  Excifeman    mould   have  no  Pretence  upon   him  ; 

«  which   the  Excifeman  perceiving,    and  that  if  the 

*'  Door  was  open'd,    He  mould  lole  the  Opportunity 

««  of  infonnirg,  immediately  goes  away  and  would  not 

«*  ftay  to  fee   the  Door  open'd,     but     lays    an   In- 

*'  formation  for  1 5  /.  for  being  deny'd  Entrance  ;    on 

"  which   Information    the   Commijjioners  gave  Judg- 

"  ment ;  and  the  Court  of  Appeals,  to  whom  Mr.  Hall 

<f  had  Recourie,  confirm'd  the  faid  Judgment. 

"  Another'Prank  like  This  was  pla'v'd  by  an  Excife- 
'«  man  with  Mr.  Fendril,  a  Diftiller  in  Holbotirn. 
"  The  Excifeman,  in  the  Dead  of  the  Night,  when 
'«  Mr.  Fendril  was  in  Bed  and  aJJeep  (taking  a  Con- 
"  liable  from  the  Watch)  comes  to  his  Door,  and  not 
'-'  offering  to  awake  Mr.  Fendril,  or  any  of  his  Family, 
"  demanded  Entrance;  which  Mr.  Fendnl  (as  I  know 
«'  not  how  he  mould,  being  ajleep)  took  no  Notice  of. 

"  At  the  fame  Time,  the  Officer  pretended  the 
"  Chimney  fmoaKd,  and  cali'J  the  Watchman  to  take 
«'  Notice  of  it,  which  he  did  j  but  declared  He  could 
"  not  perceive  it  to  fmoke. 

"  Notwithrtanding  This,  away  goes  He  ;  lays  an 
"  Information  againft  Mr.  Tendril ';  and  upon  the  Trial 
««  the  Officer  fwore  that  the  Chimney  did  fmoke ;  the 
««  Con  ft  able  fwore  it  did  not ;  no  Proof  was  made  that 
"  Mr.  Fcndri/,  or  his  Servants,  were  at  Work  ;  as, 

"  indeed, 
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**  indeed,  They  were  not;  but  all  in  Bed',  yet  the 
"  CommiJJioners  gave  Judgment  againft  Him  for  157. 
"  alledging,  by  their  Solicitor,  that  They  ought  to  keep 
«*  a  Servant  always  fitting  up,  to  Jet  in  the  Excifeman, 
'*  whenever  be  thought  jit  to  come. 

*•  It  would  be  a  Hiftory  too  long  for  any  Man*s 
"  Reading  to  fet  down  all  the  barbarous  Treatment  the 
"  Queen's  Subjects  daily  meet  with  from  thefe  Gentle- 
"  men  Excifemen  ;  their  arbitrary  Judgments ;  clandef- 
"  tine,  and  moft  villainous  Methods  of  furprizing  the 
"  Innocent ;  and  their  partial  and  pojithe  determining 
"  Things  againji  Law,  Reafon,  and  apparent  Tefti- 
*'  jnony  of  Fact. 


How  They  have  determined  the  fame  Fa£l  as  criminal 
in  one,  and  acquitted  it  in  another,  is  plain  from  the 
following  Instance. 

«  CVOHN  FsINDEN  SENDEN,  Sweet- 
•*  J  maker,  at  Dotcgate,  had  a  private  Copper,  for 
•'  making  of  Sweets;  which  He  was  inform'd 

**  againft  for  making  Ufe  of,  without  entring  at  the 
•*  Excife-Office  ;  and  coming  to  a  Trial,  He  was  ac- 
*'  quitted;  not  that  it  was  not  made  Ufe  of,  but  as 
<*  not  being  within  the  Aft. 

•  «  ROWLAND  FRTE,  Sweet-maker,  in  Mor. 
"  gan's  Lane,  Southwark,  much  about  the  fame  Time, 
«'  and  for  the  very  fame  individual  Kind  of  Fa  ft,  was 
«'  try'd  on  an  Information,  for  making  Ufe  of  a  private 
"  Copper,  for  making  Sweets,  and  the  Commifftoners 
*'  gave  Judgment  againft  Him  for  50  /. 

If  any  Man  jhould  enquire  into  the  Reafons  of  thefe 
Partialities,  They  muft  fnd  them  in  the  Exciie  Office. 
No  Man  elfe  can  rejblve  them. 

VOL.  X.  A  a  NUMB. 
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Uf  Certificate,  flgn'd  by  the  principal  Druggifts  in 
Town,  in  Anfwer  to  a  Paragraph  in  the  Daily 
Courant  of  Saturday  Dec.  2,  1732. 

WHEREAS  the  principal  Druggifls  in  Town 
are  charged  in  a  Paragraph  in  the  Daily 
Courant  of  Saturday,  December  2,  173^2,  with  being 
the  Promoters  of  an  Aft  pajjed  in  the  tenth  Tear  of  the 
late  King,  for  repealing  certain  Duties  upon  Coffee,  Tea, 
and  Cocoa,  and  for  granting  certain  Inland  Duties  in 
I'tfu  thereof,  &JV.  (by  which  Aft  Coffee,  Tea,  and 
Chocolate  are  fabjecled  to  the  Laws  of  Excifc)  ly  ad- 
vifing  the  Claufes  in  it,  which  relate  to  Entries  of  all 
Places,  whert'fucb  Commodities  are  made  or  kept,  and 
to  the  Power  it  gives  the  Officer  to  enter  into  fuch 
Places,  and  to  infpeft  and  take  an  Account  of  fucb  Com- 
modities, and  insinuating  that  Thcf  did  advife  the  faffing 
the  faid  Aft.— The  Druggifts  do  hereby  positively 
deny,  and  difavow  fuch  Charge  as  a  notorious  Falle- 
Jiood. 

The  Bill  pointed  out  too  plainly  the  Rigour  and 
Hardftups,  with  which  the  Execution  of  fuch  a  Law 
would  be  attended  (and  which  They  have  fince  too 
feverely  felt)  for  Them  to  be  p  re  limed  the  Advifers  of 
it.  They  were  defirow  to  p  eiervc  their  Houfes  to 
themfelves,  and  not  have  them  liable  to  be  cnter'd  into 
at  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  eveiy  unknown  pftty  Officer  \ 
and  to  have  the  Difpofal  of  their  own  Goods,  after  the 
Duties  were  paid,  without  the  Pcrmilfion  of,  or  ac- 
counting for  them  to  any  Perlon  whatloever ;  and  to 
preferve  the  Circumflances  of  their  'Trade ,  their 
C'uftomers  Names  and  Places  of  Abode,  from  'being 

expoied 
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Wpofed  to  the  Officers  ofExafe,  and  to  fuch  other 
Perfons,  to  whom  They  might  think  fit  to  com- 
municate the  fame;  and  alib,  in  cafe  of  any  Difpute, 
to  have  the  Matter  determined,  according  to  the 
antient  Privilege  of  Er.gltfbmen,  by  a  Jury  of  twelve 
good  Men,  who  are  fworn  to  do  Juftice  indifferently, 
and  not  by  the  fummary  Deciiion  of  Co)nm'iffiomrst 
•emoveable  at  Pleafure. 

For  thefe  Reaibns,  the  Druggifts  ftrenuoufly  oppofed 
the  "Bill.  They  petitioa'd  the  Parliament  againrt  it* 
and  when  their  Petition  had  the  hard  Fate  to  be  re- 
jefted,  They  propofed  feveral  Expedients  to  make  the 
Law  eafier  to  Them  j  which  were  undertaken  and 
promifed  by  the  worthy  Gentleman,  who  alone  hath 
the  Honour  of  being  thought  the  Projector  and  Advifer 
tf  it,  and  who  only  hath  found  his  Account  in  it. 


Aa  2        .  THE 


THE 

BUDGET  Open'd. 

O  R,     A  N 

ANSWER 

T  O    A 

PAMPHLET  intltled, 

A    LETTER  from   a  MEMBER    OF   PAR- 
L  i  A  M  E  N  T  to  -bit  friends  in  the  Country  conterHtiat 
en  WINE  and  TOBACCO. 


-  Jam  Solis  baba:n<e 
Bis  fenas  torquent  Hyemes,  cervicibus  ex  quo 
H<eret  trifle  Jugum,  noftris  jam  luftibus  Hie 
Confenuit,  Regnumque  SIBI  tot  vindicat  annis. 

CLAUDIAN. 

IT  length,  the  Mountain  is  delivered. 
The  grand  Myjiery,  which  was  long 
deem'd  too  facred  for  the  unhallovv'd 
Eyes  of  the  People,  is  reveal'd.  What 
is  reveal'd  ?  Nothing,  but  what  has 

been  known,  confuted  and  exploded 
long  before  it  was  publickly  acknowledged  ;  for  it  now 
appears,  by  the  Pamphlet  under  our  Confideration,  to 

be 
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be  the  very  fame  Projeft,  deftruftive  of  Commerce  and 
dangerous  to  Liberty,  which  it  was  at  firft  apprehended 
to  be,  notwithflanding  the  fhamelefs  Endeavours  of 
hireling  Writers  to  perfuade  the  People,  that  it  was 
only  the  chimerical  Offspring  of  difaffefted  and  feditisus 
Brains. 

There  are  fo  many  diftinguifhing  Marks  of  a  great 
Hand  in  this  Letter,  that  the  Author  had  no  Occasion 
to  prefix  his  Name  to  it.  The  Projector  himfelf  ap- 
pears in  every  Page  ;  the  fame  great  Genius,  who  pa- 
tronized the  Scheme  of  Excife  on  Coffee,  Tea  and  Cho- 
colate ;  who  was  fo  glorioufly  inftrumental  in  procu- 
ring the  memorable  Addition  of  115,0007.  to  the 
CIVIL  LIST,  by  way  of  Arrear;  who  brought  about 
the  Revival  and  Continuance  of  the  SALT  DUTY,  for 
three  Years,  to  fupply  the  current  Expences  of  the  Go- 
vernment, for  one  Year ;  and  hath  effectually  fecured 
our  Liberties  by  a  STANDING  ARMY,  or  a  Land  Force 
of  1 8000  Soldiers,  in  Times  of  Peace. 

I  fhall  therefore  take  the  Liberty,  in  the  following 
Page?,  toaddrefs  myfelf  to  Him,  under  this  Mask  of  a 
Letter-writer  and  a  Member  of  Parliament. 

You  are  pleaied,  Sir,  to  dignify  the  Tide-Page  of 
your  Letter  with  a  trite  old  Latin  Maxim,  Magna  efl 
VE  RITAS  cif  prrtvalebit';  but  You  are  fo  unfortunate 
in  fweiling  the  Bulk  of  your  Performance  with  fa/fe 
Faffs  va&  fallacious  Arguments,  that  I  think  your  Motto 
would  run  much  better  thus ;  Magna  eft  VENALITAS 
&  prtfvakbit. 

You  begin  with  acquainting  your  Friends  in  thi 
Country,  that  You  were  fur  prized  and  concerned  at  the 
Receipt  of  their  Letter  ;  and  You  are  pleafed  to  be  very 
circumftantial  in  giving  Them  yourReafons  for  hi?. 

Your  Surprize,  it  feems,  arbfe  from  the  Alteration1 
of  their  Sentiments,  fince  You  converted  with  Them 
laft  in  the  Country.  You  fay,  that  t>;c  converting  tbf 
Duties  oa  Tobacco  and  Wine  frori  Cuiloms  into  an 
EXCISE  was  Part  of  the  Subjeft  of  your  Dijccuijc,  at 
A  a  3  that 
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that  Time.  I  am  afraid,  Sir,  your  Memory  fells  you 
a  little,  and  that  the  Relation  of  this  Conference  with 
your  Eleftors  is  not  minutely  exaft  ;  for,  if  we  may 
judge  by  your  Conduft  fince,  that  odious  Word  EXCISE 
could  never  efcape  your  cautious  Lips.  It  is  probable 
enough  that  You  might  inveigh  againft  Frauds  in  the 
Revenue,  and  that  your  Friends  might  agree  with  You, 
as  every  jeafonable  Man  will,  that  they  ought  to  be 
prevented.  But  give  me  Leave,  Sir,  to  ask  you  one 
Queftion.  Did  You,  upon  your  Honour,  let  Them 
into  the  Secret,  that  You  intended  to  faddle  Them  with 
an  Army  of  Ex  fife  OJfiters,  on  this  Account,  and  try 

Them  by  a  Jury  of  CommiJJioners  ? If  You  had 

fceen  fb  communicative,  at  that  Time,  I  dare  fay  it 
would,  in  fome  Meafure,  have  prevented  your  prefent 
Surprize. 

So  much  for  your  Surprize.  But  your  Ctncern  arofe 
from  another  Point,  which  touched  You  nearly.  You 
fecm  to  be  terribly  nettled,  that  your  E left 'or -r  have 
la  ken  the  Liberty  of  defiring  You,  as  their  Reprefexta- 
five,  to  confult  their  Jntereft  ;  and  that  You  are  not 
permitted  to  act  vnbyafid,  as  You  call  it ;  That  is,  in 
plain  Englijh,  this  inftru  fling  Martingal  fits  a  little  un- 
rafy  on  your  Neck.  You  would  willingly  have  your 
Head  at  full  Liberty,  to  run  without  Controul,  as  your 
Paffions,  or  private  Intereft,  might  direct- You.  Ntf, 
You  go  farther  and  tell  Them,  that  you  cannot  receive 
tlieir  Letter  as  a  Command;  nor  aft  according  to  it, 
Jhould  your  Reafon  and  Ccnftieiue  be  on  the  other  Side 
of  the  Queftion.  In  order  to  maintain  this  Doftrine, 
You  are  obliged  to  give  Your  lei  f  a  very  pretty  Cha- 
rafter,  and  applaud  your  own  Conduct,  tobilft  Tou 
have  bad  the  Honour  to  ferve  Them  in  Parliament.  At 
the  fame  Time,  You  arc  under  an  unhappy  Neceflity 
of  traducing  Thofe,  whom  You  reprefenr,  as  a  Parcel 
of  Fools  or  Madmen,  who  are  inftruflcd  to  inflrufl ; 
l>ecaufe  They  happen  to  concur  in  Opinion  with  rhe 
Merchants  of  London  and  all  the  great  trad  ing  Towns  in 

England. 
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England  This  is  fo  far  from  being  an  Argument  to 
yourPurpofe,  that  it  is  an  evident  Proof  of  the  Wifdom 
and  Reaibnablenefs  of  their  Conduft.  But  the  Mean- 
ing of  this  notable  Expoftulation  with  your  Eleclors  is 
very  plain.  Can  you  fancy  any  Body  fo  weak  as  to 
think  it  intended  for  their  Ufe,  or  Satisfaction  ?  No, 
Sir,  it  is  evidently  defign'd  as  a  Cue  to  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  People  in  general,  not  to  pay  any  Regard  to 
their  Applications,  (which  They  have  an  undoubted 
Right  to  make)  and  to  induce  Them  to  adl  in  the  fame 
arbitrary  and  independent  Manner,  on  this  Occafion,  as 
You  feem  refolved  to  do  Yourfelf. 

Having  premifed  thefe  Points,  You  proceed  to  the 
Particulars  of  your  Concern ;  that  the  Danger  of  a  ge- 
neral Excife  has  been  eccboed  through  the  Nation  ;  and 
that  your  Electors  have  dejired  You  to  oppofe  any  Prepoji- 
tiont  that  hath  the  leaft  Tendency  to  it. 

I  muft  own,  Sir,  that  your  Concern,  as  to  this  Ar- 
ticle, is  founded  upon  too  much  Reafon.  The  Danger 
of  a  general  Excife  has  juftly  alarm'd  the  whole  Na- 
tion. They  have  already  felt  the  Rigour  of  Excife 
Laws  ;  and  as  the  leaft  Extenfion  of  them  is  one  Step 
towards  a  general  Excife,  They  have  very  wifely  be- 
fought  their  Representatives  to 'guard  agamft  it,  under 
any  Shape,  or  JDifguife  whatfoever. 

You  ask  very  gravely,  (like  one,  who  has  made  a 
Riot)  What  is  the  Meaning  of  all  this  Diiturbance  ? 
To  whom  are  tbefe  Terrors  owing  ?  I  anfwer,  they  are 
owing  to  the  Man,  who  projected  this  glorious  Scheme  ; 
to  the  fame  indefatigable  Genius,  ever  bufy  in  deviling 
Ways  and  Meant  to  grieve  and  opprefs  his  Fellow-Sub- 
jects. 

But  give  me  Leave  to  ask  You,  in  my  Turn,  why 
You  are  fo  angry  at  the  Imputation  of  designing  a  gene- 
ral Excife?  If  the  Excifes,  already  eitablifh'd,  are  fo 
extremely  beneficial  to  the  Publick,  as  You  reprefent 
them,  why  mould  they  not  be  made  as  extentive  as 
poffible  ?  Why  mould  You  lay  the  leail  Reilraint  on 

your 
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your  Munificence  to  the  Publick  ?  Why  do  You  no£ 
make  the  Bleffing  of  Excifes  as  general  and  unlimited, 
as  your  own  Power  ?  But,  perhaps,  You  may 
think  fuch  a  Torrent  of  Happinefs  at  once  would  quite 
overwhelm  us  ;  and  we  muft  gratefully  acknowledge 
You  have  been  long  preparing  us  for  it,  by  no  flow 
Degrees. 

You  now  fecm  to  grow  a  little  more  ferious;  and,  after 
a  formal  Argument  to  prove  that  Taxes  are  neceffary  in 
all  Governments,  You  conclude,  without  a  rifible  Mu'fcle 
on  your  Face,  that  the  chief  Care  of  the  Legijlature 
ought  te  confift  in  impofing  fucb  Taxes,  as  may  be  eafieft 
borne  by  the  whole  'Body  cf  the  People.  I  believe,  fay 
You,  that  tbefe  Maxims  will  remain  uncontr&vcrtcd ; 
and  I  am  of  the  fame  Opinion  ;  for  I  believe  there  is  not 
a  Lad  at  Eton  School  fo  ignorant,  as  not  to  ice  the  Force 
of  them,  or  to  hold  an  Argument  with  You  on  that 

Subject. But  let  us  now  fee  your  Application  of 

theie  wife  Maxims. 

You  tell  us,  with  the  fame  Gravity,  that  the  prefent 
"Revenue,  appropriated  for  the  Payment  of  our  Debts,  is 
more  than  fufficiejit  to  anfwer  the  annual  Interefl,  and 
to  difcbarge  year/font  Million  of  the  Principal. 

I  am  ready  to  allow  that  the  Revenue  is  already  mere' 
than  fujficient  for  all  tbefe  Ends  ;  but  You  kr.ou,  Sirr 
that  a  pcjje  ad  ejfe  nun  valet  Confequentia.  You  do  not 
fay  that  one  Million  per  Ann.  of  the  Principal  of  our 
Debts  hath  been  actually  difcharged,  though  it  might 
have  been  ;  nor  do  I  think  it  is  absolutely  certain  that 
fuch  an  annual  Sum  will  be  difcharged  for  the  future,, 
without  incurring  any  new  Debts ;  and  give  me  Leave 
to  obrerve  that  a  Million  per  Ann.  in  perpeitium,  to  ba 
collected  by  the  Crown,  an\J  without  Appropriation,  may 
fomc  Time  or  other  be  attended  with  mifchicvous  Con- 
fequer.ces  to  the  Publick, 

•  If  T  hi?.  Sir,  is  the  Fact,  what  can  You  mean  by 
endeavouring  to  harrafs  the  People  with  new  B*rtbtnft 
under  any  Shape  ?  You  reply  very  magiilcrially,  that 

You 
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You  have  found  out  a  Method  of  fupplying  all  the  an- 
nual Exigencies  of  the  Government,  without  burthen- 
ing  the  Land,  without  laying  any  new  Duty  on  any 
Commodity  wbatfoever,  or  any  additional  Duty  on  any 
Commodity  already  tax'd.  And  how,  I  pray,  is  This 
to  be  done  ?  Why  by  an  Alteration  only  of  the  prefent 
Method  of  colleSing  the  publick  Revenues,  as  to  tbofe  tw» 
Commodities  of  WINE  and  TOBACCO.  — So  then,  — 
out  it  comes  at  laft.  The  BUDGET  is  open1  d ;  and  our 
State  Emperick  hath  difpenfed  his  Packets  by  his  Zany 
Couriers  through  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom.  For  my 
felf,  I  do  not  pretend  to  underitand  this  Art  of  po- 
litical Legerdemain  ;  nor  can  I  find  out  the  Difference 
between  a  new  Tax,  and  a  new  Method  of  collecting  in 
eld  Tax,  which  will  bring  in  a  Sum,  equivalent  to  a 
new  one.  I  cannot  poffibly  conceive  from  whence  thij 
additional  Money  is  to  come,  unlefs  it  be  out  of  the 
Pockets  of  the  People  ;  or  in  what  the  Difference  to 
Them  will  confift,  whether  They  pay  it  by  Cuftoms,  or 
Excife  ',  unlefs  it  be  in  the  additional  Oppreffion,  in 
the  Method  of  collecting  the  latter. 

You  tell  us,  that  You  are  confident  this  Alteration,  in 
the  Method  of  Collection,  will  produce  the  Effefts  be- 
foremention'd ;  but  You  are  fo  good  as  to  acknowledge, 
that  in  order  to  prove  This,  it  is  neceffary  in  tbefrfl  Plate 
to  lay  it  down  as  a  Truth,  that  great  and  monftrous 
Frauds  are  committed  in  tbe  Importation  and  Exporta- 
tion of  tbofe  two  Commodities. 

Now  let  us  fuppofe,  in  Anfwer  to  This,  that  I  mould 
lay  it  down  as  a.  Truth,  without  any  Proof  to  fupport 
my  Poftulatum,  that  no  Frauds  at  all  are  fommitted  in 
tbe  Importation,  or  Exportation  of  tbefe  Commodities  ? 
would  You  not  think  it  a  very  extraordinary  Method  of 

Reafoning  ? But  we  have  no  Occafion  to  retort 

fuch  Arguments  upon  You,  and  fcom  to  prefs  You  any- 
farther  upon  this  Head.  We  are  ready  to  admit  that 
Frauds  are  committed  by  fome  unfair  Dealers  in  tbefe 
Commodities i  as  well  as  in  all  others ;  and  I  believe  it 

will 
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"will  be  always  found  impracticable  to  prevent  Franc's, 
of  fome  Kind,  in  whatever  Manner  the  Revenues  may 
be  collected,  or  to  whatever  Sort  of  Laws  they  may  be 
fubject.  You  know,  Sir,  that  Men  in  Office  will  be 
corrupt.  Little  Fellows,  with  low  Salaries,  will  be  apt 
fometimes  to  copy  their  Superiors ;  and  as  They  lye 
under  more  Temptation,  it  cannot  be  expefted  They 
fliould  be  always  above  the  Influence  of  a  Bribe.  The 
whole  Wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  hath  been  many  Years 
employ'd  in  preventing  the  Officers  of  the  Revenue, 
( both  g  re  at  and  fmall)  as  well  as  the  fraudulent  Tra- 
ders, from  being  Copartners  in  this  Sort  of  Iniquity.  — 
They  have  long  attempted  it,  I  fay,  but  hitherto  with- 
out Succefs. 

Now  You  would  do  well  to  inform  us  how  ytur 
Scheme  will  prevent  thefe  collufive  Frauds.  Will  the 
giving  thefe  Fellows  different  Name:,  while  They  con- 
tinue under  the  fame  fmall  Salaries  and  Temptations, 
immediately  convert  Them  into  Men  of  Confcience  and 
Honour  ? Is  there  any  inherent  Virtue  in  the  Cha- 
racter of  an  EXcifeman  ? Will  not  a  good  Bribe, 

well  apply'd,  operate  as  effectually  upon  Him  as  a 
Cuftom-Houfe  Officer  ?  And  is  it  not  equally  the  Inte- 
relt  of  the  fraudulent  Trader  to  corrupt  one,  as  well  as 
the  ether? 

But  You  are  pleafed  to  give  us  a  Detail  of  feveral 
Frauds,  committed  by  fome  unfair  Traders  in  Tobacco 
and  Wine.  As  I  am  not  a  Dealer  in  either  of  thefe 
Commodities,  any  more  than  Yourfelf,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pefted  that  I  fhould  give  You  a  particular  Anfvver  j  but, 
upon  the  bell  Enquiries  I  have  been  able  to  make,  I 
have  Reafon  to  believe  that  the  chief  Part  of  your 
Charge  is  falfe  and  groundlefs. 

You  tell  us,  with  Regard  to  the  Tobacct  Trade,  that 
the  Publick  is  liable,  and  hath  been  doubly  defrauded  by 
falfe  Weights,  and  falfe  Meafures,  viz.  fmall  Weights 
tn  Importation,  by  which  the  Duty  is  paid  »  large 

Weight! 
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Weights  on  Exportation,  by  which  the  Duty  it  drawn 
back. 

Now,  I  am  inform'd  ( and  my  Information  feems 
to  be  founded  on  Reafon)  that  the  fame  lawful  Weights 
And  Meafures  are  ufed  both  on  Importation  and  Expor- 
tation by  the  Officers  of  the  Cufloms  ;  and  that,  inftead 
of  one  Officer  attending  at  the  Scale,  as  You  reprefenj 
the  Cafe,  there  are  never  !efs  than  Three;  viz.  the 
Weigher,  one  Land-Waiter,  and  a  Skip's  Husband  -,  but 
I  am  told  there  are  generally  more ;  Surveyors  being  of- 
ten with  Them,  and  other  proper  Checks.  Befides,  the 
Place  of  weighing,  in  the  Cuftoms,  is  not,  as  in  the 
Cafe  of  Excife,  by  one  Officer  in  private  ;  but  byfeve- 
ral  Officers  on  fome  open,  lawful  £>uay,  where  Coopers 
and  Pvrters  muft  attend,  and  other  Perfons  may  and 
frequently  do  attend  j  fo  that  Frauds,  in  the  Weight  of 
Tobacco,  do  not  feem  to  be  very  practicable,  even  un- 
der the  prej'ent  Regulations. 

You  tell  us  farther  that  the  Revenue  is  defrauded  of 
2OQ  /.  Weight  of  Tobacco  in  every  Hogfhead  on  Impsr- 
tation,  and  as  much  on  Exportation ;  befides  the  Ad- 
vantage, which  the  Fa&or  makes,  if  He  be  a  bold  Ad- 
venturer (as  You  are  pleafed  to  ftyle  Him)  by  having 
the  Tobacco  ftript  and  cut  abroad,  and  getting  it  run  in 
again.^ 

This  Way  of  Reafoning,  Sir,  is  aflerting  a  great  deal 
and  proving  nothing.  Can  You  be  fo  vain  as  to  ima- 
gine that  your  Ipje  dixit,  without  any  Vouchers,  will 
pafs  current  for  Authority,  and  blaft  the  Reputation  of 
a  numerous  and  ufefolBody  of  Men?  You  are  plea  fed, 
indeed,  to  fuppofe  a  Cafe,  in  which  fuch  Frauds  have 
been  committed,  and  tell  us  that  You  are  able  to  prove 
it  not  ill  grounded.  This,  perhaps,  may  be  true ; 
and  what  then  ?  Inftances,  no  doubt,  may  be  produced 
of  fuel;  Practices ;  but  a  few  particular  Cafes  ought  not 
to  be  extended  to  the  whale  Trade  in  general,  and  in- 
volve the  Innocent  with  the  Guilty.  All  your  fine  Ar- 
guments, drawn  from  this  Suppofition,  are  therefore 

nothing 
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nothing  to  the  Purpofe.  Befides,  You  are  obliged  4ft 
acknowledge  that  the  Connivance  of  a  corrupted  Officer 
is  neceflary  to  theie  fraudulent  Tranfaftiom  ;  Ib  that  the 
Queftion  ftill  recurs,  whether  the  dubbing  thefe  Gentle- 
men with  a  new  Title  at  the  Old  Jewry  will  prevent 
the  fame  Practices,  and  prove  a  fovereign  Antidote  a- 
gainft  Corruption. 

You  feem  to  inlinuate  that  the  Importer  is  not  accoun- 
table to  the  Publick  for  his  Bond,  till  after  the  Expira- 
tion of  three  Years ;  whereas  it  is  payable,  by  Aft  of 
Parliament,  in  eighteen  Months  ;  fo  that  if  the  Tobacco 
is  not  exported  within  that  Time,  the  Bond  may  be  put 
in  Suit;  or  He  muft  pay  Inter  eft  for  the  Money. 

In  another  Part  of  your  Work,  You  come  to  Parti- 
culars, and  give  us  an  Account  of  A  Fraud,  which  feems 
very  curious.  You  tell  us  that  the  Dealers  in  Tebacco 
are  guilty  of  one  Myftery  of  Iniquity,  by  prejfing  it  clofe 
to  make  it  dry  and  light  on  Importation.——  Pray,  Sir, 
where  did  you  make  this  new  Difcovery  in  Philofophy, 
thztprejfing  a  Commodity  { lofe  will  make  it  light,  or  that 
keeping  the  Air  from  it,  which  is  likewife  the  Efiecl: 
of  prejfing  it  clofe,  will  make  it  dry  ?  I  am  fure,  it  is 
the  common  Practice  of  all  experienced  Smoakers  to 
keep  their  Tobacco  prefsM  clofe  down  with  a  Weight 
upon  it,  not  to  make  it  dry,  but  to  preferve  it  mot  ft  ; 
and  as  to  that  ingenious  My^ery  of  making  a  Commodity 
tight,  by  pr 'effing  it  clofe  together,  you  feem  to  have  con- 
fulted  your  Irijb  Advocate,  Carus,  and  to  have  built 
your  Argument  on  the  wrong  Side  of  that  vulgar  Pro- 
blem ;  which  is  the  heaviej},  a  Ptund  of  Lead,  or  a 
found  of  Feathers  ? 

But  You  make  Hill  deeper  Difcoveries  in  this  Myflery 
tf  Iniquity,  for  befides  preffing  it  clofe,  to  make  it  dry 
and  light  on  Importation,  You  tell  us  that  They  likewife. 
water  and  wet  it,  even  to  the  Increafe  of  one  fourth  Part 

of  the  Weight  on  Exportation. As  you  before  gave 

us  a  Specimen  of  your  Learning  in  Staticks,  fo  you  here 
difcover  the  lame  Knowledge  in  the  Qualities  olfVkter ; 

which 
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which  may  be  call'd  your  Honour's  new  Theory  of 
HydroftaticKs.  But  as  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  fo  great  an 
.Adept  as  Yourfelf,  I  hope  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  in- 
form me  how  Tobacco  can  be  increaled  one  fourth  Part 
in  the  Weight,  without  damaging,  or  intirely  fpoiling  it. 
I  wifh  likewife  You  would  be  pleaied  to  explain  ano- 
ther Point,  that  no  Duty  is  paid  for  two  Thirds,  of  the 
Wine  and  Tobacco  confumed  at  Home.  This  is  to  me 
a  very  extraordinary  Affertion,"  and  feems  to  ftand  in 
Need  of  fome  farther  Proof.  As  you  value  Yourfelf,  in 
this  Performance,  for  fpeaking  Truths,  and  call  upon  the 
angry  Man  to  anfwer  them,  I  hope  you  will  defcend 
to  Particulars,  and  then  the  World  will  judge  what 
Regard  ought  to  be  paid  to  your  Veracity. 

It  hath  been  often  allow'd  that  Frauds  have  been 
committed  in  the  Tobacco  Trade  ;  tho',  confidering  the 
Bulkynefs  of  that  Commodity,  it  feems  impracticable  to 
run  it  in  any  fuch  Degree,  as  You  reprefent.  But  why 
don't  You  tell  the  World  where  tbefe  Frauds  are  chiefly 
carry'd  on,  if  not  countenanced  ?  You  cannot  be  igno- 
rant, Sir,  of  the  clandeftine  Trade,  in  thjs  Commodity, 
between  Glafcow  and  other  northern  Parts  of  the  King- 
dom. Yet  this Myftery  of  Iniquity  is  not  fo  much  as 
hinted  at,  thro'  your  whole  Letter.  What  can  be  the 
Meaning  of  fo  muchTendernefs,  and  even  Partiality  to 
our  Fellow  Subjects  of  Scotland,  at  this  Juncture  ?  Why 
fuch  a  total  Silence  on  this  Head  }  as  if  They  had  no 
Concern  in  the  prefect  Scheme,  either  as  to  the  Difeafc, 
or  the  Remedy  propofed  by  it  ?  A  few  Days  will  mew 
their  Senfe  of  this  Matter,  and  whether  They  are  more 
relign'd  to  the  Will  of  a  Minifter,  than  is  ufual  in  Cafes 
of  national  Concern ;  for  however  They  may  flatter 
themfelve?,  the  Day  mult  come  at  laft,  that  will  bring 
Them  to  an  Equality  of  Taxes,  and  oblige  Them  to 
fubmit  to  the  fame  Burthen  with  ourfelves. 

As  to  Frauds,  on  this  Side  the  Twsed,  whatever  they 
may  be,  why  are  they  confined  wholly  to  the  Cuftoms? 
— i — It  is  very  well  known  that  Ex  fifes  have  been  at- 

Voi..  X.  B  b  tended 
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tended  with  as  great  Mvfteries  of  Iniquity,  as  the  Cuf- 
toms;  particularly  in  NORFOLK.  }  where  a  fraudulent 
Traffick  hath  been  carry 'd  on  with  great  Succefs,  for 
many  Years,  in  the  Duties  upon  Malt,  by  the  fame 
Methods,  which  You  are  pleafed  to  charge  on  the 
Dealers  in  Tobacco.  If  therefore  Excifes  have  fuch  a 
fecret  Virtue  in  them,  as  to  fandtify  their  Officers,  and 
keep  their  Fingers  undefiled,  how  came  They  to  lofe 
their  Purity,  and  fall  into  the  fame  wicked  Arts  with 
the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  ?  Perhaps,  Sir,  your  own 
Knowledge  of  thefe  Frauds  in  Malt  might  furnifh  You 
with  the  firft  Hint  of  this  glorious  Scheme ;  and  the 
Corruptions  of  Excifes  in  Norfolk  give  You  Reafon  to 
fufpectthe  fame  Abuies  in  the  Cuftoms  at  London.  But 
fuppofmg  all  thefe  Practices  to  be  true  of  the  Cuftow- 
•boufe.  Officers  ;  why  are  they  not  prevented,  or  punifrTd 

by'Thole  at  the  Head  of  our  FINANCES  ? Are 

the  Laws,  or  the  Extent  of  their  Power,  too  fhort  to 
reach  thefe  Offenders  ? Is  Corruption  grown  fo  in- 
veterate, as  well  as  epidemical  a  Malady,  that  it  is  be- 
come incurablo? Hath  the  Countenance  it  hath 

received  from  our  Superiors,  and  even  from  fome  of 
thcffiq/}  holy  Order  of  Men,  given  it  a  Sanction,  that 

makes  it  fafe,   as  well  as  raihtonable  ? We  know 

from  whence  thefe  Officers  derive  their  Authority,  and 
by  whom  They  arc  appointed.  Have  their  Pr'incip,ih 
received  any  fuch  Complaints  agninft  Them,  and  have 
there  been  no  Examples  of  Ptinifhment  ?  Or  will  thelc 
Abufes  admit  of  no  Reformation,  without  derlroying 
Trade  and  Li  forty ;  or,  to  fpeak  in  Scripture-Language, 
tying  this  Excife-Axe  to  the  Root  of  the  Tree  ? 

\es,  Sir,  if  your  Scheme  be  really  for  the  Improve- 
ment of  the  Revenue,  and  not  mcerly  a  Pliin  of  Power, 
I  believe  I  could  myltlf  propole  a  Remedy  againft 
mod  of  thefe  Evils ;  for  if  there  is  the  leail  Difference 
between  Excijancn  and  Cuftom-boufe  Officers,  it  cannot 
poffibly  confilt  in  any  Thing  but  This  ;  that  the  fir- 
mer are  appointed  by  the  Cvminijjlonen  of  Excife,  who 

may 
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may  have  Experience  of  their  Fidelity,  as  well  as  Abi- 
lities, and  therefore  are,  in  fome  Manner,  anfwerable 
for  their  Conduft  j  whereas  the  latter  are  the  Creatures 
of  the  Treafury,  and  recommended  from  fuch  high 
Hands,  as  render  Them  almoft  independent  of  their 
Matters  at  the  Cuflom-houfe.  Therefore,  Sir,  before 
You  make  any  invidious  Companions  between  one  Com- 
mijjion  and  the  other,  you  would  do  well  to  put  them 
upon  an  Equality,  in  this  Refpeft,  and  give  the  Com* 
t?itffioners  of  the  Cuftoms  the  fame  Power  of  nominating 
and  advancing  their  Officers,  as  Thofe  of  the  Excife 
have  already.  I  am  told  that  This  was  praftiled  in 
the  Time  of  One  of  your  Predccejfors  ;  and  if  You  plc-de 
to  revive  it,  I  believe  You  will  find  no  great  Difference 
between  Them,  in  Point  of  Hotiefty,  or  Ability  ;  but, 
it  feems,  no  Regulations  will  anivver  your  Pur-pole,  but 
fubjecling  the  CvftottK  to  the  Laws  of  Excife  ;  and  in 
this  Point,  Sir,  we  muft  beg  Leave  to  hope  that  th<2 
Jame  Difference  will  be  continued  for  ever. 

The  Frauds  in  the  Wine  Trade  fucceed  in  their 
Courfe ;  and  though  You  have  not  advanced  one  Ar- 
gument, on  this  Head,  but  what  hath  been  frequently 
expoied  already,  I  plainly  perceive  by  the  Air  of 
Triumph,  with  which  you  deliver  yourfelf  on  this  Part 
of  the  Subjeft,  that  you  will  impute  it  to  Want  of  A- 
bility,  if  I  mould  pafs  it  by,  without  any  Notice. 

You  tell  us,  that  zgreattifiil  cfWine  is  clandettinely 
run  ;  and  that  the  great  eft  Part  of  what  is  fold  in  pub- 
lick  Houfes  is  nothing  but  a  poifonous  Compofition  of 
unknown  Materials.  In  another  Place,  You  fay  that 
the  knavijh  Coopers  and  l^intntrs  fell  ten  times  the 
Quantities  of  the  Wines  They  pur  chafe  from  the  honeft 
Merchant,  by  their  unreasonable  Mixtures  of  cheap  and, 
perhaps,  poitbnous  Materials. 

Here  likewife  we  are  willing  to  admit,    as  it  hath 
been  allow'd  already  in  the  Courfe   of  this   long  De- 
bate,   that    there    are  Frauds  and  Impofitions  in  this 
Branch  of  Trade t  by  the  Mixture  and  Adulteration  of 
Bb    2       *  Wines* 
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Wines ;  but  we  cannot  conceive  them  to  be  fo  exorbi- 
tant in  the  Quantity,  or  fo  noxious  in  the  Quality,  as 
You  fet  them  forth. 

You  mull  excufe  me,  Sir,  if  I  take  Notice  that 
the  Manner,  in  which  this  Part  of  the  Argument  rfas 
been  treated  by  Tou,  and  efpecially  your  Advocates,  is 
not  only  indecent,  but  impolitick.  Had  this  Regulation 
of  the  Wine  Trade  been  calculated  only  for  the  Good  of 
Mankind,  and  to  preferve  the  Health  of  bis  Majeftys 
Subjects;  it  was  furely  your  Interelt  to  conciliate  the 
Minds  of  all  People  to 'it,  efpecially  Thofe  moil  affefted, 
by  cool  Reafoning,  and  fmooth  Words.  But  fuppofing 
your  great  Regard  for  our  Conftitutions  might  tranfport 
you  a  little  beyond  the  Bounds  of  Decency  againil  thofe 
common  Pcifoners,  the  Vintners;  what  Occaiion  was 
there  to  treat  their  Wives  and  Daughters  in  fo  cavalier 
a  Manner,  as  a  Parcel  of  Bawds  and  Whores,  who  were 

at  the  Service  of  every  drunken  Rake? Have  You 

then  met  with  fo  little  Oppofition  to  your  Scheme,  as 
to  encourage  your  Advocates  to  exafperate  People  in 
this  Manner,  and  add  the  Infults  of  brutal  Language 
to -the  Terrors  of  an  Exeifef 

But  inftead  of  Reafoning  with  You  any  farther  on 
this  Subjeft,  give  me  Leave  to  ask  You  a  few  Queftions. 

With  what  View  can  You   infill  fo  much  on  the 

foifonous  Compofitions  of  the  Coopers  and  Wine  Brewers? 

Do  You  really  defign  that  nothing  but  Nett  Wines 

fliall  be  fold  for  Wire  ?  -— —  Have  You  no  Apprchen- 

iions  that  This   will   deftroy  the  very  End   of  your 

Projeft  ? Come !  lay  your  Hand  on  your  Heart, 

and  declare  the  Truth  freely  ;  that  it  is  not  your  De- 
fign to  preferve  the  People  of  England  from  being  pei- 
fcn'd,  but  to  increafe  the  Revenue,  by  laying  a  Duty  of 
JiX  Pound  son  every  Hogfliead  of  Poifon,  ibid  to  Them 
by  Authority.  Be  fo  good  as  to  let  us  know  whether 
the  Officers  will  be  ordered  to  take  no  Duty  upon  any 
Liquors  cali'd  Wines,  but  what  They  mall  be  aflured 
are  pure  ?  Or,  if  This  mould  be  the  Caie,  don't  You 

'  think 


APPENDIX.        25)3 

think  it  will  be  fomething  difficult  to  pick  up  Officers 
of  fuch  exquifite  Palates,  as  to  diftinguifh  real  Wines 
from  the  artful  Compofitions  of  thefe  fubtlc  Wizards, 
( as  your  Advocates  call  Them  )  the  Coopers  and  Wine- 
Brewers?  Or,  if  You  fhould  be  fo  happy  as  to  get  a 
compleat  Collection  of  thefe  ingenious  Artifts^  and  by 
their  Means  intirely  deftroy  our  Home -Man  uftiflure  of 
Wine ;  what  would  be  the  Confequence  ?  Would  not 
the  Price  of  Wine  be  advanced  ?  Might  not  that  Ad- 
vance leflen  the  Cwfumption,  and  confequently  dimi- 
niih  the  Revenue  ?  Nay,  if  it  fhould  happen  to  be  at- 
tended with  none  of  thefe  Confequcnces,  and  the  fame 
Quantity  of  Wine  fhould  continue  to  be  drunk  in  Eng- 
land, mult  it  not  vaftly  inlarge  the  Importation  of  fo- 
reign Wines,  according  to  your  own  excellent  Calcula- 
tion, and  turn  the  Ballance  of  that  Trade  intirely  againft 
us? 

Having  defcanted,  in  this  learned  Manner,  on  the 
tr.tfterious  Iniquities  committed  by  the  Dealers  in  Wine 
and  Tobacco,  You  affect  a  great  deal  of  Concern  for 
the  poor  People  of  England ;  whom,  with  a  filly  Pathos, 
you  ftyle  the  unhappy  Sufferers,  and  are  fb  good  as  to 
profeis  Yourfelf  their  Advocate,  Your  Companion  for 
their  Sufferings,  at  this  Time,  is  truely  heroical,  and 
comes  with  a  peculiar  Grace  from  the  Mouth  of  One, 
xvho  hath  wantonly  fported,  for  many  Years  pafl,  with 
Paint,  Penalties  and  Taxes.  But  there  feems  to  be,  at 
the  fame  Time,  a  little  Spleen  and  Uneafinefs  mixM 
up  with  the!e  Profeffions  of  Sorrow  and  AjfecJion  for 
the  People.  You  tell  us,  with  a  very  awkard  Sneer, 
that  it  is  almofl  impcffible  to  believe  that,  in  thefe  Days 
^.REFORMATION,  there  will  not  be  the  fame  Zeal 
jhewn  againft  Thoie,  who  defraud  tke  whole  Body  of 
the  People  in  fo  open,  fo  notorious,  fo  avowed  and  pub- 
lick  a  Manner,  as  there  hath  juftly  been  exprcfid  a- 
gainft  Thofe,  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  like  Crimes 
againft  particular  Societies,  or  a  few  particular  Perfons. 

Here,  Sir,  if  I  take  you   rightly,  your  Joy   is  not 

quite  fmccre.     You  do  not  feem  to  be  altogether  plea- 

Bb   3  fed 
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fed  with  thefe  Days  of  REFORMATION.  Methinks 
I  fee  You  in  your  Clofet,  while  You  are  writing  this 
elegant  Paffage,  knitting  your  Brows,  and  muttering  to 
Yourfelf — CHARITABLE  CORPORATION  !  — DER- 
WENTWATER  !  —  YORK  BUILDINGS  !  — Where  the 
Devil  will  this  REFORMATION  end  ? 

I  thought,  Sir,  all  was  not  quite  right  with  You  by 
the  laft  Paragraph ;  and  in  the  next  You  difcover  it 
very  plainly ;  for  You  immediately  drop  the  fmooth, 
cajoling  Style,  and,  lofing  all  your  Temper  at  once, 
'call  every  Body  about  you,  JACOBITES  and  REPUB- 
LICANS. You  feem,  indeed,  to  be  a  little  fenfible  of 
your  Diforder,  by  owning  Them  to  be  Perfons  of  very 
remote  Principles,  and  calling  it  an  unnatural  Union. 
Why  really,  Sir,  the  Compofition  is  odd  enongh;  a 
little  more  odd,  I  fancy,  than  any  You  will  find  in 
the  Vintners  Cellars. 

We  know  that  You  have  long  been  ufed  to  this 
Gentlemanlike  Way  of  confuting  your  Adverjaries  ;  and 
it  muft  be  confefs'd  that  You  have  formerly  executed 
many  hopeful  Projefts,  by  Virtue  of  this  Word  Jaco- 
bite ;  but  it  is  too  much  worn  at  prefent  to  do  You  any 
Service ;  and  therefore  You  tack  the  Word  Republican 
to  it,  notwithstanding  the  Remotenefs  and  Incongruity 
of  their  Principles.  You  tell  us  that  thefe  are  the  only 
two  Denominations  of  Men,  who  have  railed  the  pre- 
fent Clamour  and  oppofed  your  Scheme. — What !  does 
the  City  of  London  and  moft  of  the  great  trading 
Towns  and  Corporations  in  England  confift  of  nothing 
but  Jacobites  and  Republicans?  But  as  You  have  al- 
ways branded  every  Body  with  the  Character  of  a 
Jacobite,  who  hath  been  formerly  diftinguifh'd  by 
the  Name  of  a  Tory,  or  an  High-Churchman,  in  the 
Days  of  our  unhappy  Divifions;  fo  it  is  very  proba- 
ble that,  under  the  Denomination  of  Republicans,  you 
include  all  Thofe,  whether  Low-Churchmen  or  Dtffen- 
ters,  who  have  been  fo  unhappy  as  to  diflike  'your 
Meafures.  If  This,  Sir,  is  your  Meaning,  I  believe 
You  will  find  Them  no  incwfiderabk  Party ;  for,  lay- 
ing 
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ing  afide  the  vaft  Body  of  Crown-Officers,  Civil,  Mi/i- 
tary  and  Ecdejlaftical,  1  think  They  cannot  amount, 
at  a  moderate  Computation,  to  lefs  than  Ninety-nine  in 
an  Hundred  of  the  whole  Kingdom.  I  hope  therefore 
that  You  have  been  a  little  too  free,  in  ftigmatizing  all 
thefe  Perfons  with  the  Character  of  being  Enemies  to 
the  ROYAL  FAMILY,  now  eft  allied  on  the  Throne, 
and  our  PRESENT  HAPPY  CONSTITUTION. 

Thus  far  I  am  ready  to  admit  your  Aflertion  is 
]uft  ;  that  You  have  united  thefe  two  great  Bodies  of 
Men,  in  the  Senfe  before-mention'd,  and  brought  about 
that  happy  Coalition  of  Parties,  which  we  have  long 
endeavour'd,  but  in  vain,  to  accomplifh.  This,  Sir, 
is  the  only  good  EfFec-1  attending  your  Scheme.  But 
whether  it  was  altogether  politick  in  You  to  blab  out 
this  Secret,  I  leave  to  your  own  Judgment.  It  is,  at 
leaft,  a  publick  Confeffion  from  your  own  Mouth,  that 
two  Parties,  the  mojt  remote  in  their  Principles,  Views 
and  Interefts,  are  vigoroujly  united  in  their  Oppcjition 
to  your  Meafures. 

But  You  affirm  that  this  OppoJItion  proceeds  from 
the  Apprehenfions  of  the  unfair  Traders,  that  it  will 
efte&ually  prevent  Frauds  in  the-  Collection  of  the  Re- 
venue; upon  which  you  apply  another  Piece  of  School- 
boy's Latin  ;  bine  ill<e  Lachrymee.  — No,  Sir,  You  are 
as  fenfible  as  any  Man  in  'England  that  this  general 
Oppofition  arifes  from  the  juft  Apprehenfions  of  the 
People,  founded  on  Experience,  that  the  Manner  of 
collecting  Duties  by  Excife  is  ruinous  to  Trade,  and 
tends  to  the  Subverfion  of  Liberty.  They,  who  have 
felt  the  Rigour  of  thefe  Laws,  complain  of  them  as 
grievous.  For  this  Reafon,  They  have  declared  againft 
any  farther  Ex  ten/ion  of  them  ;  and  are  refolved  to  op- 
pofe  it  by  *\\  dutiful  and.  lawful  Methods  ;  but  You, 
Sir,  tell  Them  very  gracioufly,  that  They  are  igno- 
rant of  their  own  Interefts ;  that  They  know  nothing 
of  Trade ;  and  that  You  are  refolved  to  make  Them 
happy  under  tbefe  Laws,  whether  They  will,  or  not. 

As 
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As  a  Proof  that  this  Remedy  will  be  adequate  to  the 
Diftemper,  You  give  us  an  Tnftance  in  the  late  Aft, 
for  excifing  Coffee,  Tea  and  Chocolate ;  which,  You 
fay,  hath  brought  above  a  Million  more  into  the  Ex- 
chequer, during  the  eight  Tears,  in  which  they  have 
been  under  tbefe  excellent  Laws,  than  they  produced  in 
the  eight  Years  preceding.  How  for  We  may  take  your 
Word  for  This,  I  know  not ;  or,  fuppoiing  it  to  be 
tree,  it  may  be  owing  to  other  Caufc?,  befides  the 
Prevention  of  Frauds  ;  fuch  as  Luxury,  and  the  increa- 
fed  Confumption  of  thofe  Commodities,  which  is  now 
become  almoft  univerfal ;  for  it  is  certain  that  Tea  was 
never  fo  much  run,  as  it  hath  been  fince  that  Aft  j 
and  I  am  credibly  inform'd  that  whatever  the  Exdfi 
might  produce  at  firft,  it  hath  dwindled  away  again 
for  feveral  Years  paft  ;  fo  that,  perhaps,  We  mail  find, 
trpon  a  ftrift  Enquiry,  that,  excepting^he  Abatement 
of  Premiums  on  prompt  Payment,  (  which  in  Effect,  is 
an  additional  Tax)  the  Publick  hath  gain'd  but  little 
by  this  boafted  Improvement  of  the  Revenue,  befides  an 
Increafe  of  Officers,  and  the  Power  of  awing  and  b,i- 
rajjing  the  Subfefl ;  for  there  is  hardly  any  Thing 
wanting  in  that  Aft,  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  Fi- 
nances of  France,  or  Denmark. 

And  yet  You  are  not  afhamed  to  fuggeft,  that  the 
Inconvenirnce,  which  hath  arifen  from  the  Alteration 
cf  collecting  the  Ditties  on  thefe  Commodities,  is  in  no 
Degree  adequate  to  the  vaft  Benefit,  which  hath  accrued 
to  the  Publick.  —  Pray,  Sir,  is  not  the  diftreifing  and 
vexing  many  Thoufands  of  the  People  an  Inconveni- 
ence?—  Is  not  the  Discontent  of  the  People  of  Eag- 
land  in  general,  arifing  from  this  Alteration,  an  Incon- 
venience of  great  Weight  and  Conference  ? Do 

You  think,  Sir,  that  nobody's  Eafe  and  Happinefs  are 
to  be  confulted  but  your  own  ;  or  that  your  fingle 
Refolution  ought  to  bear  down  the  united  Judgment 

of  the  People  of  Great  Britain  ? 1  apprehend, 

Sir,  that  This  of  itfelf  would  be  fuch  an  Inconvcni- 

(JKt. 
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tatt,  as  no  Increnfe  of  the  Duty  vvhatfoever  would 
compenfate  to  the  People. 

The  next  Thing  remarkable  in  your  Letter  is  your 
Declamation  on  the  fatal  Mifchiefs,  accruing  to  the 
Merchants  and  their  unfortunate  Friends,  who  are  Sure- 
ties for  Them,  by  their  having  Credit  given  Them  on 
their  Bonds ;  which  tempts  Them  to  employ  their 
Money  in  Exchange-Alley. 

What  a  noble  Friend  art  Thou  to  the  Traders  of 
Great  Britain  ?  —  Is  not  Credit  equal  to  Money  ?  — 
Is  not  Credit  to  the  Publick  a  Multiplication  cf  Money  ? 
—  Have  not  You  found  it  fo,  in  many  Inftances,  "for 
your  own  Advantage  ? Hath  not  the  diffufive  In- 
fluence cf  Credit  reduced  the  national  Intereji  to  half 
what  it  was,  informer  Times?  And,  if  the  Credit  of 
Traders,  on  which  the  national  Credit  depends,  is  ta- 
ken from  Them,  how  foon  muft  They  fink  into  Bank- 
ruptcy ?  — However,  thus  far  I  will  agree  with  You  ; 
that  an  Excife  will  prevent  the  Ruin  of  many  Fami- 
lies by  Credit.— Why  ?  — Becaufe  Multitudes  of  Tradef- 
men  will  be  undone,  for  Want  of  Perfons  to  give  Them 
Credit, —  Who  will  truft  Shop-keepers,  do  You  think, 
who  are  liable  every  Diy  of  their  Lives  to  be  reduced 
to  Ruin,  for  little  Miftakes  or  Frauds,  by  arbitrary 

Judges  and  exorbitant  Penalties  ? It  is  like  giving 

Security  for  their  GOOD  BEHAVIOUR;  which,  in 
fome  Cafes,  is  little  lefs  than  a  Prohibition  from  lawful 
Buftnefs. 

As  for  S  T  o  c  K-J  o  B  B  i  N  G,  if  any  Thing  will  en- 
courage it  more  than  ufual,  it  is  an  EXCISE  ;  and, 
perhaps,  That  may  be  one  of  your  covert  Reafons 
for  purfuing  this  Scheme  with  fo  much  undaunted 
Vigour  ;  for  if  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  England 
'fhould  not  be  able  to  puriue  their  honeft  Bufmefs  with- 
out a  Load  of  heavy  Chains  en  their  Legs,  They  will 
naturally  refort  to  Stock-jobbing.  Defpair  of  getting 
a  competent  Lively-hood  by  Trade  in  the  common 
Way,  to  which  They  were  bred,  will  drive  Them  to 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary  Methods  of  Subfi (lance.  Nffeffity  com- 
pels Men  to  Afts  of  Hazard  and  Danger.  It  force:; 
fome  to  the  Highway  ;  others  to  Exchange-Alley  ;  and 
many  to  ferve  the  vile  Purpofes  of  a  wicked  Minifter. 
But  You,  Sir,  cannot  plead  Necejfity  in  your  Excufe. 
Jt  is  meer  Wantonnefs  and  Infolence  of  Power,  which 
prompt  You  to  fport,  in  this  Manner,  with  the  Tor- 
tunes  and  Liberties  of  your  Fellow  Subjects. 

After  this  ridiculous  Inveclive  againft  Credit,  You 
are  pleafed  to  make  an  authoritative  Declaration,  with- 
out any  Colour  ofReafon,  or  Coherence  of  Argument, 
that  in  Confequence.  of  this  Scheme,  Great  Britain  will 
become  a  free  Port,  and  a  general  Storehouse  for  WIN  E 

and  TOBACCO. So  extraordinary  an  AfTertion  as 

This  deserves  a  Remark  or  two ;  and  firlc  as  to  Wine. 

For  God  Sake,  what  can  your  Honour  mean  by  fay- 
ing, that  your  Scheme  will  make  Great  Britain  a  Store- 
houfe  for  that  Commodity  ?  How  ignorant  muft  You 
be  of  the  Nature  of  all  Sorts  of  T/Wf,  except  one,  to 
fall  into  fo  filly  a  Miftake  ?  To  what  Purpofe  fhould 
any  Body  land  Wines  here,  in  order  to  export  them 
abroad  ?  Was  T"his  eveY  heard  of  before  ?  For  my  Part, 
I  am  an  utter  Stranger  to  any  fuch  Kind  of  Commerce ; 
nor  do  I  believe  that  Wines  were  ever,  or  will  ever  be 
exported  from  Great  Britain,  in  any  Quantities  worth 
Regard.  To  what  Place,  I  pray,  can  the  Merchants 
be  fuppofed  to  fend  them  ?  Other  Countries  can  buy 
Wines,  or  take  them  in  Exchange  for  their  own  Goods, 
at  a  cheaper  Rate  than  They  can  have  them  from  Us. 

And  as  for  making  Great  Britain  a  free  Port  and  a 
general  Store-houfe  for  tobacco,  your  Honour  ieems 
to  have  fallen  into  a  greater  Blunder  than  in  the 
former  Article.  Can  this  Ifland  be  the  Store-houfe  for 
Tobacco,  in  a  greater  Degree,  than  it  is  at  prefent  ?  Is 
not  the  chief  Part  of  this  Comwisdity  the  Growth  of 
our  own  Plantations  ?  And  is  not  all  our  Plantation-To- 
bacco now  brought  hither  ?  Can  it  be  carried  to  any 
other  Country,  without  being  firft  landed  in  Great 
'Britain  ?  —  At  prefent  therefore  this  I/land  may  be 

properly 
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properly  faid  to  be  the  general  Stere-boufe  for  Tobacco, 
though  not  a  free  Port ;  and  You  would  do  well  to  con- 
iider,  Sir,  whether  any  Alteration  in  the  Courfe  of  this 
Trade,  eipecially  by  Way  of  Excife,  may  not  affeft  it 
in  a  very  great  Degree,  and  encourage  other  Nations  to 
become  our  Rivals  in  it ;  as  They  have  already  been, 
with  too  much  Succefs,  in  Sugar  and  other  Commo- 
dities. 

You  now  pay  your  Devoirs  to  the  Retailer,  and 
make  fome  Apologies  to  him  for  not  taking  his  Cafe 
into  Confideration  before. 

Why  really,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  high  Time  to  give 
thefe  poor  People  a  few  good  Words ;  and  You  feem  to 
fet  out  very  fair;  but  on  reading  feveral  Pages,  under 
this  Article,  I  can  find  nothing  in  them  but  the  fame 
Strain  of  Railing  and  Abufe,  with  an  awkard  Attempt 
to  -prove  that  it  is  all  for  their  Good.  You  confine  your 
InvefHve,  indeed,  to  the  fraudulent  Trader ;  but  You 
plainly  intend  it  againft  the  whole  Body  of  the  Retailers 
in  general ;  for  though  You  are  pleafed  to  admit  that 
there  is  iuch  a  Thing  in  the  Woild  as  a  fair  Trader, 
You  do  it  in  a  mighty  cool  Manner,  by  Way  of  Paren- 
tbejis  ;  as  much  as  to  fay,  Rara  Avis  in  Terris  \  if  I 
may  venture  to  give  You  a  little  Scrap  of  Latin  in  my 
Turn.  —  But  let  us  come  to  the  Point ;  which  brings 
us  to  thcfefor/d  Objection  againft  the  propofed  Alteration  ; 
that  it  will be  injurious  to  ENGLISH  LIBERTY. 

You  begin  with  that  Branch  of  the  Objection,  which 
concerns  the  Power  cf  the  Officers  to  vijit  Houfes ;  and 
affirm,  without  any  Hefitation,  that  it  will  be  for  every 
bunefl  Man's  Advantage  and  Credit ;  upon  which  I  mutt 
beg  Leave  to  ask  You  a  few  more  Queflions. 

Good  Sir,  do  You  think  it  can  be  for  the  Advan- 
tage of  the  boneftfft  Man  in  England,  to  have  every 
Room  in  his  Houie  conftantly  liable  to  be  rummaged, 
by  Day  or  by  Night,  at  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  a 
Jcurz-y  little  Fellow,  who  may  hope  to  recommend 
himielf  by  being  vexatious  in  bis  Office,  or  perhaps 
with  an  Intent  only  of  drawing  out  a  little  Ck-ility 

Money ; 
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Money ;  which  may  afterwards  be  made  a  Charge  a- 
gainit  the  poor  Retailer,  and  involve  him  in  fever -g  Pe- 
nalties and  ignominious  Projections  ? 

Is  it  for  the  Advantage  of  an  boneft  Man  to  be  at 
the  Charge  of  keeping  Scales  and  Weights,  as  well  as 
being  obliged  himfelf  to  ajjift  in  weighing  bis  Goods,  as 
often  as  this  bufy  Familiar  ihall  be  pleafed  to  require  it  ? 

Is  it  for  his  Advantage  to  be  at  the  Trouble  of 
keeping  regular  Accounts  of  all  the  Goods  He  fells 
every  Day,  and  to  whom  He  fells  them  ? 

Is  it  for  his  Advantage  to  be  continually  dancing 
Attendance  at  the  Permit  Office,  and  waiting  the  Plea- 
fure  of  the  little  Clerks  there,  who  may  happen  to 
be  regaling  Themfelves  at  a  neighbouring  Alehctife,  for 
every  Quantity  of  Goods  he  may  fell  above  fix  Pound 
Weight,  or  above  a  Gallon  in  excifeable  Liquors ;  which 
is  liable  to  be  feized  and  forfeited  without  their  Cer- 
tificate ? 

Can  it  be  thought  to  be  either  for  the  Advantage  or 
Credit  of  an  boneft  Man  to  lye  under  the  Obligation  of 
frequently  purging  himfelf  upon  Oath,  in  the  exafteit 
Manner,  with  Regard  to  his  particular  Dealings  ? 

Is  it  for  his  Advantage,  that  thefe  Protcftart  Inqui- 
fiters  fliould  be  let  into  the  particular  Knowledge  of 
all  his  Dealings ;  by  which  Means  They  may  frequently 
have  it  in  their  Power  to  deprefs  his  Credit,  and  clan- 
deft  inely  work  him  out  of  his  Bujinefs  ? 

In  J unification  of  thefe  exorbitant  Powers,  You  draw 
a  very  pretty  Companion  between  Ships  and  Houfes, 
and  tell  us,  that  the  CuJtom-Houje  Officer  has  the  fame 
Power  over  one,  that  the  Excijeman  hath  over  the 
other.  —  But  I  mult  beg  Leave  to  make  a  fmall  Di- 
ftinaion  in  this  Cafe. 

A  Ship,  Sir,  is  a  moft  ingenious  Piece  of  Mecknni/m, 
defign'd  for  the  Conveyance  of  mercantile  Goods  from 
one  Part  of  the  World  to  another;  and,  as  I  apprehend 
with  humble  Submiffion,  cannot  be  call'd  a  Jix'a  Ha- 
bitation. For  this  Realbn  it  is  liable  to  Infpeclion  in 
all  Countries,  like  Waggons  and  ether  common  Vehicles. 

But 
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But  a  ManJion-Hoitfe,  or  private  Dwelling-place,  hath 
been  always  elleem'd  a  Sort  of  Santfiiary,  in  moft  ci- 
vilized Nations ;  efpecially  where  Liberty  prevails  in 
any  Degree ;  and,  in  this  Nation,  it  hath  always  pafs'd 
under  the  Name  of  a  Maifs  Cajlle;  till  You,  Sir, 
form'd  the  Project  of  invading  and  reducing  it  to 
the  fame  precarious  State  with  our  floating  Caftles. 

But  You  feem  to  think  this  Vifitation  of^  Houfes  ab- 
folutely  neceffary,  and  not  at  all  inconvenient  to  the 
bone  ft  Trader.  The  boneft  Trader  is  of  another  Opi- 
nion, and  knows  there  is  a  Myftery,  even  in  \b&faireft 
Trade,  which  ought  not  to  be  difcover'd.  Dear  Sir, 
give  me  Leave  to  appeal  to  Yourfelf,  in  this  Caic. 
Do  You  not  from  your  Heart  believe  the  Art  of  Decy- 
pberiner  to  be  a  very  honefl  Trade  ?  Do  You  not  think  it 
as  myjierious  an  Art  as  any  carried  on,  even  by  the 
Wine-Brewer !  and  Tobacco-favors  ?  And  yet,  Sir,  You 
may  remember  that  it  was  adjudged  by  the  higheft 
Authority,  on  a  very  folemn  Occafion,  that  This  was 
a  Myftery,  which  ought  not  to  be  reveal'd  ;  though  the 
Intereil  of  only  TWO  PERSONS  in  the  whole  Kingdom 
were  concern'd  in  it. 

But  let  me  go  a  little  farther  on  this  Subject  of  di£ 
covering  the  Myjleries  of  Trade.  What  is  the  Reafon. 
Sir,  for  giving  large  Sums  of  Money  with  Apprentice*? 
Is  it  only  for  Board  and  Lodging  ;  or  is  it  to  inftruft 
Them  in  the  Art  and  Myflery  of  the  particular  Trade , 
to  which  They  are  bound  ?  Are  not  tbefe  Wirds  the 
very  Terms  exprefs'd  in  their  Indentures  ?  If  therefore 
your  Reafoning  is  juft,  and  your  Scheme  mould  prevail, 
I  would  advile  all  Gentlemen,  as  well  as  Others,  fa. 
bind  their  Sons  Apprentices  to  Excifemen,  as  the  belt 
Way  to  inftrua  Them  in  the  Myjteries  of  all  fra&r 
at  once;  fo  that  if  one  fails,  They  "may  take  up  another. 

But  here  You  recur  once  more  to  tht.M^fntJ  of 
Iniquity,  and  afleft  that  it  is  upon  this  Account  the 

Retailers  dread   an   Infpeftion. Lord,  Sir,  how 

came  Tou,  of  all  Men  in  the  World,  to  be  fo   fond  of 

VOL.  X.  C  c  difcoverir.g 
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discovering  Myfteriesof  Iniquity?  Do  but  confider  what 
a  terrible  Fright  You  was  in  but  a  few  Pages  before,  on 
Account  of  thefe  Days  of  Reformation.  One  would 
think  that  You  had  loft  your  SENSES  with  your  HO- 
NESTY, as  your  learned  Advocate  Mr.  Osborne  ob- 
ferved,  in  his  judicious  Paper  of  Saturday  laft  ;  but  I 
will  put  the  Iffue  of  our  prefent  Difpute  on  this  Jingle 
Point.  — Wi!l  You,  Sir,  who  are  fo  zealous  for  extend- 
ing this  vtjitatorial  Power,  be  pleafed  to  put  Yourfelf 
under  the  fame  jf 'urijdiilion,  and  confent  to  have  your 
Accounts  infpefled,  and  the  Myftery  of  your  Dealings  ex- 
pofed,  in  the  fame  rigorous  Manner,  by  Commffioners, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  PEOPLE  ?  Grant  us  only  this 
point,  and  I  believe  all  the  Corporations  in  England, 
LYNN  itfelf  not  excepted,  would  revoke  their  late  In- 
Jlruttions,  and  heartily  concur  in  a  Scheme,  which 
might  be  attended  with  fuch  infinite  Advantage  to  the 
Ration,  and,  perhaps,  no  {mail  Improvement  of  the 
Revenue. 

But  as  we  can  have  no  Hopes  that  You  will  ever 
confent  to  any  Inquifttion  cf  tbii  Sort,  let  us  examine 
the  remain  ing  ^Part  of  your  Letter. 

The  Privilege  of  Englijhmen,  to  be  try'd  by  Juries, 
is  fo  well  underilood  by  every  Clafs  of  People,  and  the 
Argument  upon  it  hath  been  fo  fully  exhauited,  in  the 
Courfe  of  tbis  Difpute,  that  it  may  be  thought  almoft 
impertinent  to  ofter  any  Thing  farther  on  that  Subject ; 
and  I  do  allure  you,  Sir,  that  nothing  ihould  induce 
me  to  do  it  but  your  own  great  Authority,  in  fecond- 
jrg  the  ridiculous  Arguments  of  your  little  Advccatcs 
againit  this  fundamental  Privilege  of  the  People. 

However,  Sir,  I  flial!  be  very  fhort,  and  confider 
only  the  h'ftances  You  have  produced,  to  fupport  your 
Argument  againlt  this  Method  of  Trial. 

For  this  Purpofe,  You  arc  pleafed  to  mention  the 
Lard-fax  and  window-Tax  i  Dijputcs  about  Parijb Rates ; 
{he  Repairs  of  Highways  and  Bridges ;  tbe  Payment  of 

Servants 
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Servants  and  Manufacturers  Wages ;  and  Difputes  be- 
tween the  Clergy  and  their  Parijmoners,  about  fmall 
Tytbes ;  all  which  Cafes,  You  tell  us,  are  directed  by 
Lazy  to  be  adjudged  and  determined  either  b\  particular 
Gornmiffioners  for  that  Purpofe,  or  by  neighbouring 
Juitices  of  the  Peace,  either  in  their  private  Capacity , 
or  at  the  Quarter  Scjjlon,  and  WITHOUT  A  JURY. 

But  it  unluckily  happens,  in  all  thefe  Cifey,  that 
there  is  not  one  Penalty,  or  Forfeiture,  accruing  to  the 
Officers,  or  the  Crown ;  neither  are  the  Officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown  ;  but  by  the  Parliament,  their 
refpeftive  Counties,  or  Parijbes ;  fo  that  all  theic 
Inftances  are  quite  foreign  to  the  Cafe  of  Excifes,  and 
nothing  to  the  Purpofe. 

You  confefs  that,  in  the  Cafe  of  fmall  Tythes,  the 
Vicar  w.iy,  ifHt  pkafcs,  Jue  in  the  Exchequer  ;  atxb 
therefore  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to  guefs  for  what  Purpofe  Yea 
could  infert  This  in  your  Collection  of  Cafes,  cleter- 
minable  in  a  fummary  Manner,  without  a  Trial  by 
Juries. 

You  likewife  acknowledge,  that  the  greatc/1  Privi- 
lege of  an  Engliihman  is  a  fair  and  impartial  Tria/, 

and  in  mofl  Cafes  by  a  JURY. Let  me  ask  You 

therefore  how  the  Merchants  of  England  have  fo  far 
incurr'd  your  Honour's  Difpleafure  as  to  be  excluded 
from  thisgreateft  Privilege  of  Englifomen  ?  —  I  believe, 
Sir,  that  I  may  anfwer  for"  the  whole  Body  of  Them, 
that  They  would  rather  fubmit  to  the  Vexation  and 
Expence  of  a  Profecution  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer^ 
where  Trials  by  Juries  are  flill  preierved,  than  leave 
their  Property  to  the  arbitrary  Determination  of  Coart- 
Co.mmijjtoners;  and  This,  Sir,  is  all  I  fliall  fay  to  You, 
at  preient,  upon  the  Point  of  Juries. 

You  now  proceed  to  the  Dangers  apprehended,  (or 
injinuated,  as  you  call  it)  from -the  new  Levy  of  Officers, 
which  will  be  neceffary  to  put  your  Scheme  in  Execu- 
tion ;  and  comfort  us  with  an  Affurance  that  the 
Number  will  be  very  inconfiderable ;  which  You  are 
Cc  z  pleafed 
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pleated  to  iiluftrate  by  the  fmall  Increafe  of  Officers, 
occafion'd  by  the  late  Aft  for  excifing  Coffee,  Tea  and 
Chocolate.  You  inform  us  that  the  additional  Officers, 
treated  an  that  Account,  were  no  more  than  80,  excepting 
Clerks,  and  Per  Jons  einph-jd  folety  in  Writing  ;  and  that 
the  prefer t  propofed  Increafe  will  not  be  150  in  all 
ENGLAND;  BESIDES  feme  Warehoufe-keepers  in  this 
Town  ef  London,  wkofe  fole  Bu/tnefs  it  will  be  to  keep 
a  Kfy  jcixf/y  with  the  Merchants. 

Well,  Sit;  let  us  allow  this  Calculation  to  be  juft, 
and  that  no  more  than  150  Outers  will  be  added  for 
KNGLAND,  on  your  new  Scheme',  yet  including 
SCOTLAND,  and  the  Officers  employ 'd  there,  with  all 
the  additional  Clerks  and  Wareboufe-men,  on  Account 
of  Tea,  Wine  and  Tobacco,  in  both  Kingdoms,  They 
will  certainly  amount  to  a  very  large  Number.  Let  us 
fuppofe  Them  only  to  be  5  oo  ;  can  Juch  an  Increafe, 
added  to  the  600  raifcd  lalt  Year,  on  Account  of  the 
Salt  Duty,  and  the  vaft  Multitude  fubfifting  before,  be 
thought  "of  rx>  Danger?  May  rot  all  tbefe  Offices  be 
given  to  the  Son?,  Servants,  or  Dependents  of  THOSE 
PERSONS,  whom  a  Minifter  too  often  finds  it  his  In- 
tereft  to  oblige  *  And  does  not  This  tend  to  abridge 
and  undermine  the  Freedom  of  thofe  Affcmblies,  which 
is  the  only  Support  cf  our  Liberties  and  Conftitution  f 

But  what  Security  can  the  Publick  have,  if  jour 
Project  fhould  take  tfiecl,  that  You  will  raife  no  more 
than  150  of  thefe  new  Troops?  May  You  not  i;;iiit 
*vhat  Numbers  You  pleafe,  even  ad  Infir.itum,  if  You 
find  it  neceflary  for  the  Support  of  your  Meafures  1 
Who  can  controul  You,  when  the  Scheme  is  eftablilh'd, 
if  the  united  Voice  of  the  wbcle  Kingdom  cannot  controul 
You  at  prefent  * 

As  to  the  Warcheiifes,  which  You  acknowledge  to 
be  a  Part  of  your  Sibeme,  I  (hall  only  obferve  that 
it  is  exactly  another  charitable  Corporation  Prejeff. 
The  Goods  of  the  Merchants,  it  feems,  are  to  be  de- 
poiued,  like  common  Pledges,  in  your  Honour's  Lumber 

titufti, 
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Houfes,    under  the  Infpedlion  and  Care   of  fuch  an 
honeft  Steward,  as  John  Thompfon. 

But  I  am  really  weary  of  following  You  through  this 
Labyrinth  of  Inconfiflency  and  Folly.  I  mall  therefore 
conclude  with  a  few  fhort  Reflections  upon  the  whole; 

Ariftotle  oblerves  very  juftly,  that  great  Care  ought 
to  be  taken  in  changing  the  fundamental  Parti  of  any 
Government ;  and  that  the  utmoft  Caution  ought  to  be 
had  againft  Thofe,  who  attempt  it  by  Degrees.' 
Macbiavel,  (who  was,  perhaps,  as  great  a  Politician, 
though  not  quite  fo  honeft  a  Man)  fays,  in  Effect,  the 
fame  Thing  ;  when  He  advifes  any  Prince,  or  Mlnifler, 
who  has  a  Mind  to  alter  the  Conftitutim  of  his  Country, 
to  preferve  the  fame  outward  Forms ;  and  tells  us  that 
the  Power  of  the  Roman  People  was  intirely  deftroy'd 
by  thefe  Means. 

Let  us  now  apply  thefe  Maxims  to  the  Cafe  of 
Exrifes. 

When  this  Method  of  Taxation  was  firft  eftablifli'd 
amongft  us,  in  Times  of  a  c hil  War,  the  Projectors  of 
it  proceeded  by  regular  Degrees,  againft  the  general 
Inclination  ef  the  People;  but  finding  Themfelves 
Itrong  enough  to  fucceed  in  their  firft  Attempt,  They 
went  farther;  whereupon  Mr.  Pym,  as  Dugdale  re- 
lates, did  by  bis  Letter  to  Sir  John  Hotham,  fignify, 
that  They  had  proceeded  in  the  Excife  to  manyParticulars, 
and  intended  to  go  on  farther ;  but  that  it  would  be 
ttcceffary  to  ufe  the  People  to  it  by  little  and  little ; 
and  accordingly,  under  the  fpecious  Pretence;  of  paying 
the  Debts,  maintaining  the  Army,  and  Security  o/jfrade, 
before  the  Tear  was  ended,  Thty  extended  the  Excife  to 
be  general,  even  to  tie  S  H  A  M  B  t  E  s . 

When  the  fame  Scheme  was  attempted,  after  the 
Revolution,  it  was  proposed  only  for  a  fhort  Time, 
during  the  Exigencies  of  a  War ;  ana  Dr.  D'Auenant, 
who  wrote  for  Excifes,  at  that  Time,  by  the  Direftion 
of  the  Treafury,  hath  this  remarkable  Paragraph  in 
his  EJfey  an  Wa\s  and  Means,  viz. 

C  c  3  ••  When 
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"  When  the  People,  fays  He,  grow  once  fo  de- 
"  generate,  as  to  furrender  the  Rights  of  the  Nation, 
*'  there  is  no  Ward  againft  fucb  Corruption ;  and  a 
"  Parliament,  that  would  conient  to  continue  Excifes 
"  beyond  the  Netfffitigi  of  the  War,  would  give  up 
*'  MAGNACHARTA,  or  fettle  the  prefent  Land  taxes 
"  in  Perpetuity  on  the  Crswn ;  but  it  is  hoped  there 
"  are  not  Hands  enough,  in  this  Country,  to  help  a 
*'  few  Flatterers  in  the  pulling  down  the  Fences  of 
4i  our  Liberty,  and  to  promote  a  Dejtgn,  that  would 
,"  as  well  ruin  the  King,  as  his  People. 

But  it  is  now  Time  to  draw  to  a  Conclusion  ;  and 
I  will  do  it,  by  putting  You  in  Mind,  that  your  Ad- 
vocates have,  for  feveral  Months,  endeavour'd  to  ridi- 
cule our  Apprehenfions  of  an  Ex  fife-,  and  aflerted  that 
if  any  fuck  Alteration  in  the  Revenue  fhould  be  pro- 
pofed,  it  would  not  be  attended  with  thofe  terrible 
Circumftances ,  with  relation  to  Juries,  entering 
Jioufes,  &c.  which  the  Incnidaries,  as  They  are  calPd, 
Lave  reprefented.  But  yoter  Honour  has  fully  verified 
all,  that  hath  been  faid  by  theie  wicked  Malignant;, 
in  the  Pamphle"t  now  before  us.  We  have  nothing 
therefore  to  hope,  but  that  our  Rej>rtje?itatives  in  Par- 
liament will  rejcft  your  Scheme,  and  perfevere  in  the 
glorious  Spirit  of  their  PredecefTors,  by  declaring  with 
an  unanimous  Voice,  NOLUMUS  LEGES  ANGLIC 

MUTARI. 

As  this  ever-memorable  Sentence  is  the  great  Foun- 
dation of  MAGNA  CHARTA,  I  hope  You  will  not  be 
difpleafed,  Sir,  with  a  fhort  Quotation  from  an  *  old 
Book,  in  which  the  facied  Regard,  which  our  An- 
cefiors  paid  to  that  indelible  Law,  is  given  us  in  a 
lull  and  a  ftrong  Light. 

"  The  Time  would  fail  me,  mould  I  inlarge  upon 
"  that  inviolable  Bulwark  of  our  Liberties  and  Prcperty, 
*'  the  MAGNA  CHARTA,  or  GREAT  CHARTER. of 

*  Ike  Cafe  of  /^BANKERS,   &c. 

*'  ENGLAND; 
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"ENGLAND  ;  a  Charter,  purchafed  with  theTreafure 
«  and  fcal'd  with  the  Blood  of  our  Anceftors ;  a  Law 
««  promulged  and  eftablifh'd  to  the  Engli/h,  with  a 
"  Terror  and  Solemnity  inferior  only  to  That  of  the 
"  holy  Commandments  by  God  himfelf  to  the  Jews. 
"  There  was  here  no  Thunder,  or  Lightning,  it  is  true ; 
«*  but  there  WAS  fo  dreadful  a  Fulmination  of  Curfes 
««  upon  the  Violators  thereof,  that  no  Man  ever  yet 
««  confider'd  them  without  Horror  and  Aftonifhment  j 
*'  a  Law,  revered  by  former  Parliaments  to  that  Degree, 
«'  that  they  enafted  Tranfcripts  thereof  to  be  carefully 
•*  preferved  in  all  the  Cathedrals  of  the  Realm ;  that  it 
*'  mould  be  four  times  a  Year  carefully  read  before  the 
«'  People ;  that  twice  in  a  Year  the  Prelacy  (Pontifica- 
•«  libus  induti,  &  *  Candelis  accenfis)  mould  Thunder 
"  out  the  greater  Excommunication  againft  the  In- 
"  fringers  thereof,  though  but  in  Word  or  Council, 
<«  (fays  the  Statute;)  that  the  Lord  Chance  llor  and  all 
«'  the"  great  Minifters  of  State,  upon  Entry  into  their 
*«  Offices,  mould  conftantly  be  fworn  to  the  Obferva- 
««  tion  thereof;  that  it  mould  be  allow'd  as  the  common 
•'  Law,  by  all  Officers  of  Juftice ;  that  all  Statute 
«'  Laws,  or  Judgments,  in  Oppofi  tion  thereto,  fhould 
*'  be  null  and  void ;  nay,  that  the  very  Priefts  and 
'•  Confeffbrs  mould  frame  the  Confciences  of  the  People 
*'  to  the  Obiervance  thereof;  and  lalHy  a  Law,  con-. 
««  firmed  by  no  lefs  than  Thirty-two  feveral  Afts  of 
«'  Parliament. — And  what  was  the  Reafon  of  all  this 
«*  Veneration  and  Diligence?  Was  this  Charter  of 
"  that  Sanftity  and  Importance? — Yes  furely;  the 

*  This  Ceremony,  as  related  by  another  Author, 
was  thus.  The  Rijktops,  holding  lighted. Candles  in 
their  Hands,  extinguifh'd  them,  and  threw  them  on 
the  Ground,  every  one  prefent  crying  out;  thus  let 
HIM  be  extinguijFd  and  Jl ink  in  lid!,  who  -violates 
THIS  CHARTER. 

"  Prefcnec 
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«<  Prefence  thereof  was  then  thought  as  necefiary  to 
"  the  Englijb,  as  That  of  the  Palladium  to  the  Trojans ; 
'*  the  holy  Ark  to  the  Hebrews ;  the  Sea-Banks  to  the 
"  States  of  Holland.  In  Company  of  this  Tutelar, 
ts  there  was  no  poffible  Danger.  In  the  Abfence  there- 
«  of,  no  poffible  Safety.  Such  then  was  the  Care  of 
•'•  our  Anceftors,  (wife  Men,  perhaps,  tho'  not  fb 
**  great  Clerks)  in  the  Munition  and  fencing  about  of 
"  their  Rights  and  Properties ;  and  fo  invincible  was 
"  their  Zeal  to  tranfmit  theft  Jewels  to  their  Pofterities, 
*'  with  the  fame  Luftre  and  Beauty,  that  They  them- 
•«  felves  had  received  from  their  Predeceflbrs ;  thofe 
"  old  Englijh  Heroes  feeming  to  me  to  bear  always  in 
**  mind  that  Saying  of  our  Countryman,  and  great 
*'  Captain,  GALGACUS,  when  his  Army  was  in  the 
"  Inftant  of  joining  Battle  here  with  the  Roman  Inva- 
<«  ders ;  et  Major es  veftros  &  Pofteros  cogitate  ;  fellow 
«'  Soldiers,  fays  He,  Remember  your  ANCESTORS  and 
tf  your  POSTERITIES  ;  a  fhort  Speech,  but  containing 
•*  more  of  Argument  and  Perfuafion,  than  can  be 
**  exprefs'd  in  ten  Reams  of  Paper. 

How  fay  You,"&r,  do  you  like  this  Kind  of  Reafon- 
ing  ? — If  You  do,  give  me  Leave  to  conclude  with, 
one  fhort  Pafiage  more  from  the  fame  Author ;  which 
he  reports  as  the  familiar  Saying  of  Sir  EDWARD 
COKE,  and  tells  us  will  remain  a  Maxim  of  eternal 
Truth  in  this  State; — viz.  That  no  Subjeft  (tbo*  never 
fo  POTENT  and  SUBTILE)  ever  confronted,  or  juftltd 
with  the  LAW  OF  ENGLAND,  but  the  SAME  LAW  in 
the  End  infallibly  BROKE  His  NECK. 
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Advertifements ;  of  the  Norfolk  Device,  for  gauging  Ye£ 
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1 8  8  —  Of  the  Projector's  Looking-Glafs,  z  \  5  — Of  a 
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Jrcher  (Sir)  a  Remark  upon  one  of  his  Speeches,    163. 

Ariftotk',  his  Remark  upon  Alterations  in  Govern- 
ment^ 305. 

Armies  ;  (flanding)  the  Dangers  and  Oppreffions  of 
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mies, and  Parliamentary  Armies,  confider'd,  70  — 
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prefent  "Number  offtandir.g  Forces,  in  this  Kingdom, 
79 — The  Expediency  of  breaking  whole  Corps,  or 
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"Regiments,  82— Sir  "Robert  Cotton's  Opinion  rfftand- 
ing  Armies,  97  — Some  Account  of  a  Defign  to  en- 
flave  the  Nation  by  a  ft  anting  Army,  in  the  Year 
1627,  20 1— Mr.  Waljingham's  ridiculous  Argu- 
ments, on  this  Subject,  expofed,  266. 
B. 

"T)Eggars  (fturdy)  the  Merchants  To  called,   194. 

jfy    Benden  (John  Vanden)  his  Cafe,  277. 

Bold  (Robert)  his  Advertiiement  for  a  Bill,  that  h« 
had  loft,  216. 

Bcwden  (Mr.)  his  Cafe,  274. 

Britain^  (Great)  in  what  conftfts  its  natural  Strength 
and  Security,  89. 

Buckingham  (Pillars  Duke  of)  how  pra&ifed  upon 
by  the  Jefuits,  204. 

Brewers ;  what  Regard  They  deferve  from  the  Go- 
vernment, 109.  —  How  They  are  deprived  of  their 
Liberties,  116. 

Briton  (Patrick)  his  Letter  to  Mr.  D'Anvers,  proving 
Caras  to  be  an  Irijhman,  131. 

Budget  (operfd)  a  Pamphlet  fo  call'd,  280. 

CArus ;  proved  to  be  an  Irijbman,  1 3 1  — —  Some 
Remarks  on  one  of  his  Papers,   182  —  220. 
Chart  a  (magna)  the  great  Regard  paid  •  to  it  by  our 

Anceftors,  306. 

Cbefter*  (the  City  of )  an  Account  of  the  late  Pro- 
ceedings there,  on    the  Election  of  a    Major   and 
Representative,  153. 
Civil  Lift ;  a  Diftinftion  between  it  and  the  publick 

Revenues  of  the  Nation,  228. 

Clarendon,  his  Remark  on  Excifes  during  the  late  Ci- 
vil Wars,  30. 
Cocquet  ( Mr.  Judas)  his  Device  for  gauging  Veflels, 

130. 

Companiei ;  the  Frauds  and"Mifmanagements  of  them, 
.  101. 
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Coke  (Sir  Edward]  his  Saying,  concerning  our  Laws, 
308. 

Cotton  (Sir  Robert)  his  Opinion  concerning  our  Fleet 
and  Militia,  96  —  And  againft  ftanding  Armies,  97. 

Courant  (daily)  the  Arguments  advanced  there,  in 
Favour  of  Excifes,  confider'd  at  large,  219  —  A 
Certificate  fign'd  by  the  principal  Druggifts,  in  An- 
fwer  to  a  Paragraph  in  that  Paper,  278. 

Credit  (  in  Trade)  fome  Refle&ions  upon  it,  297. 
Crown  ;    fome  Remarks  on  the  Power  of  it,   1  69  — 
How  it  would  have  been  increafed  by  the  Excife- 
Bi/S,  304. 

Cuftoms  ;  (Laws  of)  the  Advantage  of  them  over  Ex- 
fife  Laws,  n—  Objections  to  them  anfwer'd,  44  — 
246  —  Frauds  in  them,  as  well  as  in  Excifes,  289. 


'Anvers;  (Caleb)  the  Confiftency  of  his  Wri- 

tings for  feveral  Years  together,    1  20  —  —  His 

Remarks  on  a  Book  intitled,  an  EJ/ay  on  the  pitblick 

Debts  of  this  Kingdom,   1  21  —  His  Congratulation 

to  his  Countrymen,  on  the  Defeat  of  the  Ex  rife 

Scheme,  210  —  His  Papers  extifed,  222  —  Hath  not 

met  with  any  Favour  from  the  Government,    226. 

jy  A-.'entint  {  Dr.  )    his  Arguments    mifreprefented   by 

the  Courant,  253  —  His  Obfervation  upon  Excifes, 
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Decjpbering  (the  Art  of)  an  Obfervation  upon  it,  301. 

Device  (Norfolk)  for  gauging  Veflels,   1  30. 

Diftillers  ;  what  Regard  They  deferve  from  the  Go- 
vernment, 1  09-*-  How  They  are  deprived  of  their 
Liberties,  116  --  The  Heads  of  their  Petition  to 
Parliament,  Ji8  —  Several  Inftances  of  their  Ha  rd- 
fhips,  269. 

Dreams',  concerning  the  Ejcrife  Scheme,   140. 

Druggifts  ',  their  Cafe,  with  Relation  to  the  Tea-Aff, 
245  —  A  Certificate  fign'd  by  Them,  in  Anfwer  to 
the  Daily  Courant,  278. 
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E. 

BAfl-lndia  (Company)    the   Frauds  and  Mifina- 
nagements  of  it,   103. 
ions  i  ( of  Members  of  Parliament)  how  the  Free- 
dom of  them  was  invaded  at  Cbejier,  155. 
Elizabeth ;    (Queen  of  England)   defired    no   other 

Guard  than  the  AJfeftion  of  her  People,  97. 
EngUJb  (J.)  Some  Remarks  on  his  Writings,  in  Fa- 
vour of  Ex  fifes,  220. 

Englijbmen  ;  their  Right  to  petition  the  Parliament, 
and  inftrufl  their  Reprefentatives,  aflerted,  127  — 
150 — 165—186. 

Epigram  ;  in  a  Dialogue  between  W /— — e  and 

H d /,  210. 

E/ay,  (on  the  publick  Debts  of  this  Kingdom)  fome 

Remarks  upon  it,   121. 

Extifes ;  an  Introduction  to  fome  EfTays  on  that  Sub- 
jeft,  3  — How  they  affect  Trade,  9 — And  natio- 
nal Liberty,  16—  An  Enquiry  into  the  Origin  of 
them,  24 — The  Nature  of  a  "general  Exdfe  conf:- 
cer'd,  in  View  to  the  frcfnt  Scheme,  34  —  What 
Taxes  are  already  convened  into  Extijes,  39  ..  . 
Some  farther  Remarks  upon  them,  44  —  No  effec- 
tual Remedy  againft  Smuggling,  47  — Nor  Improve- 
ment of  the  Revenue,  49 — Farther  conlider'd,  with 
Regard  to  the  Practice  of  Holland,  and  in  View  to 
a  Lana'-Txx,  52  — The  general  Argument  again'ft 
them 'concluded  and  fumm'd  up,  62 — Remarks  on 
the  horrible  Opprejpons,  hfolencies,  and  unjuftifiable 
Partialities  of  the  Cemmijfioners  of  Exdfe.  108  — 
All  the  chief  :  Maxims  of  tur  Law  invaded  by  their 

Method  of  Trial,   115 How    the  Penalties  have 

been  encreafed  from  Time  to  Time,   116 '1  he 

Ctmmifft  oners  of  Appeal  pretended  Judges  only,  117 
— When,  and  by  whom,  the  late  Exdfe  Scheme 
was  chalk'd  out,  122  —  How  the  Pciplf  have  ex- 
prek'd  their  Refentment  againrt  it,  137 —  A  Dicaiu 
upon  that  Occafion,,  140  —  Farther  Reflections  on 

the 


INDEX. 

the  late  Scheme,  141 — Some  Confiderations  ofitr'd 
to  the  Landholders  againft  it,  145  —  The  Excife  t 
of  Holland  and  Venice  compared  with  Thofe  of  this 
Kingdom,  164  — The  Excife  Scheme  farther  confi- 
der'd,  with  Relation  to  the  Revenue,  168 — With 
Relation  to  Scotland,  171  —  A  Defence  of  the  Confe- 
derations, addrefs'd  to  the  Landholders,  againft  the 
Scheme,  1 8 1  •—  Some  farther  Obfervations  on  the 
fame  Subject,  189 — Some  Account  of  a  Defign  to 
enflave  the  Nation  by  Excifes,  in  the  Year  1627, 
20 1 —The  Craft/man's  Congratulation  of  his  Coun- 
trymen upon  their  Deliverance  from  the  late  Scheme, 
210  ~ —  The  whole  Subject  of  Excifes  confider'd. 
farther  at  large,  217  —  As  to  the  Expence  of  col le fl- 
ing them,  234 — The  Powers  and  Conduct  of  the 
Commijfioners  of  Excife  particularly  examined,  239 
— The  Difference  between  Excife  Laws  and  Thole 
of  the  Cujhms  farther  confider'd,  246 —  An  Enu- 
meration of  the  different  Trades,  which  are  already 
under  the  Po\ver  oi  Excife  Laws,  259-—  Extracts 
from  a  Pamphlet,  intitled,  Remarks  on  the  horri- 
ble Oppreffions,  Iiifolencies,  &c.  of  the  Commiffioners 

of  Excife,  269 The  general   Subject   of  Excifes 

farther  confider'd,  280. 

Exclujioii    (Bill  of)  a  remarkable  Obfervation,  upon 
that  Occafion,  *68. 

F. 

FEafl  ( Sir  Ftlix)  his  Cafe,  274. 
'Fendril  (Mr.)  his  Cafe,  276. 

Financer  (occaftonal)  his  Arguments  in  Favour  of  the 
Excife  Scheme  anivver'd,   142 — 181. 

France ;  a  Diltinclion  between  the  Taxes  there  and  in 
England,  176. 

Frauds    (in  the  Wine  and   Tobacco  Trade)    confider'u, 

285 And  in  the  Cuftoms,  289 —  A  Method 

propofed  for  preventing  them,  290. 

Free  Brittn  ;  his   Arguments  for  ftanding  Armies  ex- 
amined, 70 — Reduced  to  Ami-Syllogifms,  no. 
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Try  I  (Rowland)  his  Cafe,  277. 
Fuller  ( Mr. )  prolecutcd  by  the  Commijfioners  of  Ex- 
fife,  242. 

Gibraltar ;   fome  Queries  concerning  the  Danger 
of  it,  195. 
Green  (William,    Efq; )  petitions  the  Houfe  of  Cm- 

mons  againft  the  CofymiJ/toxers  of  Exdfe,  243. 
Grocers  ;  their  Cafe,  with  Relation  to  the  Tea-Afl,  245. 

HAH  (Henry)  his  Cafe,  276. 
Hampden  (Mr.)  his  Arguments  againft  a  ge- 
neral Exciff,  61. 

Hampden    (old )  his  Letter  to  Mr.  D*  drivers,    119. 
Handel  (Mr.}  an  Account  of  his   tyrannical  Schemes 

and  Iniblencies  to  the  Town,  206. 
Holland,  fome  Obfervations  on  the  Government  of  it, 
52 — The  Excifes  there  compared  with  thofe  of  this 
Kingdom,  164 — 184. 
Hofpital  (of  the  Revenue)  what,   179. 
Horvel   (Mr.)  his  Account  of  the  firil  Excifes  in   Eng- 
land, 28. 

I. 

JAcobites,  join'd  tVith  Republicans,  294. 
Jejuits ;  fome  Account  of  their5  Pra&ices   here, 
jn  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  201. 
Imprfjfing  ;  prejudicial  to  our  Nary,  and   inconfiltent 

with  Magna  Chart  a,  91. 

Inftruftions  ( to  the  People's  Reprefintatlves)  the  Right 
of  them  aflerted,  127  —  150 — 165 — 186 — 2^2. 
Juries ;  (Trials  by)  the  Advantages  of  them,  1 1  — 
The  Subjeft  deprived  of  them  by  Excife  Laws,  i  2 
. —  1 14 — Some  Remarks  on  the  late  Aft  for  tbf  bft- 
"ter  Regulation  of  Juries,  particularly  the  Claule 

about  Jpecial  Juries,  134 The  great  Advantage 

of  Trials  by  Juries  farther  confider'd,    223—302.. 
Juftices  (of  the  I'tate)  their  great  Power,  of  late  Years, 
2»5  — 247. 
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LAtidk  aiders ;  feme  Considerations  offer'd  to  Them 
upon  \\itExcifeScbeme,  145  — A  Defence  oi 
Them,  181. 

Laws  (of  England)  what  Alterations  ought  to  be  made 
in  them,  235. 

Letters ;  from  an  unknown  Hand  to  Mr.  VAnvers, 
concerning  the  Frauds  and  Mifmanagements  of  pub- 
lick  Companies,  101 From  Phikleutberus  to  the 

feme,  with  a  Paffage  from  Sbakefpeare,  concerning 
the  Grievances  of  this  Nation  in  the  Reign  of  Ri- 
chard the  fecond,  1 06  —  From  old  Hampden  to  the 
fame,  in  which  Mr.  Watjingbntri $  Arguments  for  a 
founding  Army  are  reduced  to  Anti-fyllogHms,  119 
—  From  Patrick  Briton  to- the  lame,  proving  Car  us 

to  be  an  Irifhman,  \  3 1 From  Aaglicus  to  the 

fame,  with  fome  Remarks  on  the  Act  for  the  bftter 
Regulation  of  Juries,  particularly  the  Claufe  about 
fpedal  Juries,  134 —  From  an  anonymous  Hand 
to  the  fame,  on  the  Methods  of  exprdfing  popular 
Referttment,  137 — From  Vinarius  to  the  lame,  in 
Defence  of  the  Vintners,  144 —  From  5.  5.  to  the 
fame,  with  an  Addrefs  to  the  Landholders  againft 
the  Excife  Scheme,  145 — From  an  unknown  Hand 
to  the  fame,  concerning  the  late  Election  of  a  Mayor 
and  Reprefentative  for  the  City  of  Cbefter,  153. 
__-  From  Bob  Short  to  the  lame,  concerning  the 
Penfion  Bill,  163  —  From  Pbileleutberus  Britanni- 
caj  to  the  fame,  containing  a  Comparison  between 
the  Excijes  of  Holland  and  Venice  with  Thofe  of  this 

Kingdom,  164 From  an  unknown  Hand  to  the 

fame,  in  which  the  Excife  Scheme  is  farther  confi- 
der'd,  with  Relation  to  Scotland,  1 7 1  — A  fecond  Let- 
ter from  5.  5.  to  the  fame,  in  Defence  of  his  Addrefs 
to  the  Landholders ,  181— —  A  fecond  Letter  from 
Pbileleutberus  Britannicus,  in  Defence  of  his  for- 
mer, 183  — From  X  to  the  fame,  in  Anfwer  to  a 
Letter  from  a  Member  of  Parliament,  194— From  a 
D  d  2  Jcfuit 
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Jcfutt  in  England  to  the  Reftor  of  that  Order  at 
Bruffeh  in  the  Year  1627,  difcovering  a  Defign  at 
that  Time  fbrenflavirg  the  Nation  by  Exdjei  and 
a  ftandtng  Army,  201  —  From  P  —  lo  R  —  ./;'  to  Mr. 
JfAnvers,  againft  Mr.  Handel's  tyrannical  Schemes, 
206. 

Liberty;  how  affe&ed  by  Excife  Laws,  16  —  And  by 
ftanding  Armies,  69  —  The  Cafe  of  Excifes,  with 
Regard  to  Liberty,  farther  confider'd,  299  . 

Leeke  (Mr.)  his  Observations  upon  Land-Taxes  and 
Duties  en  Commodities,  56  —  By  what  the  Price  of 
Things  is  govcm'd,  232. 

Looking-Glafs  (  the  Projeftor's)  fome  Account  of  it, 
215. 

Luxury;  a  Tax  upon  it  recommended,  192  - 
Wine  and  Tobacco  do  not  properly  fall  under  that 
Denomination,  ib.  —  Farther  Reftc&ions  on  it,  197. 
M. 


MAbiweli  his  Remark  upon  Alterations  in  Go- 
vernment, 305. 
Mack  ley   (Mr.)    jprofecatcd  by  the    Commifftoners  of 

Excife,  242. 
Malt  ;  a  fraudulent  Trade  of  it  carried  on,    in  Ner- 

folk,  290. 
Mar  thorough  (John  Duke  of  )  his  Opinion  of  fudden 

Defcents  upon  England,  95. 
Mar  rail  (Sir  Robert)  an  Advertifement  of  his  laft  dy- 

ing Words  and  Confeflion,  215. 
Merchants  (Britijh)  abufed  by  a  Court  Writer,  49. 

—  And  defended  by  Mr.  D'Anvers,  ib.  —  167  —  —  • 
Caird>?tftt/y  Beggars,    194  —  Farther  defended,    196 

—  233  —  Duties  ofCuJJoms  originally  laid  for  the 
Protection  of  the  Merchant,  253. 

Militia  ;  the  ftrongeft  Defence  of  tree  Countries,  96  — 
Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Sentiments  upon  this  Head,  ib. 
How  they  may  be  regulated  and  difciplined,  100. 

Mnifters  (ofSttie)  have  no  Prchexnincnce  above  other 

Gentlemen^ 
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Gentlemen,    in  the  Hoi/fe  of  Commons,  236— The 
Glory  of  our  prefent  Minifters>  266. 

N. 

NAuy  (Britijh)  one  of  our  chief  Securities,  89. 
—  How  it  ought    to  be   regulated  and  mana- 
ged, 90. 

Norfolk;  fome  Account  of  a  fraudulent  Trade  carried 
on  there,  290. 

O. 

Officers  ;  (V/W/and  military)  the  Increafe  of  Them 
dangerous  to  Liberty,  20 —  191  —  258  —  299 

How  far  They  would  have  been  increafed  by 

the  Excife-Bill,   303. 

Qiborne,  (FfMar,  Eiq; )  fome  Remarks  on  his  Notion 
of  Excijes,  6 — His  Arguments  on  that  Subject  far- 
ther examined,  124— Proved  an  old  Womant  150 
—  Some  farther  Remarks  upon  her  Writings,  in  Fa- 
vour of  the  Excife  Scheme,  ib.— — -  Her  Prophefies 
.  concerning  it  proved  falfe,  213. 

P. 

Petitions  ( to  Parliament)  the  Right  of  the  People 
to  them  aflerted,  1 27  —  1 50  —  1 65  —  1 86  — 
282. 

Pbilekutheruj ;  his  Letter  to  Mr.  UAnvers,   ro6. 

Pbileleutberut  ( Britannicui ,)  his  Letter  to  Mr.  VAn- 
vers,  164  — Another  Letter  to  the  fame,  in  De- 
fence of  the  former,  183. 

Plantation  (Trade)  of  no  Benefit  to  us,  179. 

Pet  (Aft)  fome  Obfervations  upon  it,  244. 

Poverty  (national)  ihe  Effefts  of  it,   18. 

Prefs  (the  Liberty  of  tbe)  fome  Queries  concerning 
the  Danger  of  it,  1 96  — —  Under  a  double  Exciff, 

22Z. 

Pyn  ( Mr- )  his  Obfeivation  upon  Excijes,  305 . 

Rabbit  i 
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RAbbit;  the  Story  of  it,  194. 
Republicans,  join'd  with  Jacobites,  294. 
Refentment  (popular)    various  Methods  of  expreffing 

it,  137- 

Revenue ;  Exdfes  no  Improvement  of  it,  49  — —  168 
—  The  Hojpital  ef  the  Revenue,  what,  179  — — — 
Great  Regard  paid  to  it  by  the  antlent  Laws  of.tbe 
Kingdom,  227 — A  Diftin&ion  between  the  pubtick 
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